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ABSTRACT 

 

In order to understand the effect of the COVID-19 pandemic on better training, we surveyed about 1,500 

college students at certainly one of the biggest public institutions inside the United States using an tool 

designed to get better the causal effect of the pandemic on college students' contemporary and anticipated 

effects. Results show massive terrible results across many dimensions. Due to COVID-19: thirteen% of 

students have behind schedule graduation, 40% lost a job, internship, or jobs provide, and 29% assume to 

earn less at age 35. Moreover, these results had been fantastically heterogeneous. One zone of students 

elevated their take a look at time with the aid of more than four hours in keeping with week because of 

COVID-19, while some other sector decreased their look at time through more than 5 hours in step with 

week. This heterogeneity often followed present socioeconomic divides; lower-profits students are fifty 

five% much more likely to have delayed commencement because of COVID-19 than their higher-

earnings friends. Finally, we display that the financial and health associated shocks triggered via COVID-

19 vary systematically through socioeconomic factors and represent key mediators in explaining the 

massive (and heterogeneous) effects of the pandemic. 

 

1 Introduction 

 

The disruptive outcomes of the COVID-19 outbreak have impacted almost all sectors of our society. 

Higher schooling is no exception. Anecdotal proof paints a bleak image for both students and universities. 

According to the American Council on Education, enrollment is likely to drop by way of 15% within the 

fall of 2020, whilst at the identical time many institutions may also have to confront demands for massive 

training cuts if instructions remain digital.1 In a comparable vein, students face an increasingly uncertain 

environment, where economic and health shocks (as an instance, loss of resources to finish their studies 

or worry of becoming severely unwell), in conjunction with the transition to on line studying may also 

have affected their academic performance, educational plans, modern-day hard work marketplace 

participation, and expectations approximately destiny employment. 

This paper attempts to shed light at the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on college college students. 

First, we describe and quantify the causal results of the COVID-19 outbreak on a extensive set of college 

students’ out- comes/expectations. In unique, we analyze enrollment and graduation choices, educational 
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performance, most important desire, examine and social behavior,  remote  learning  experiences,  

modern  labor  market  participation, and expectancies approximately future employment. Second, we 

study how those consequences differ alongside present so- cioeconomic divides, and whether or not the 

pandemic has exacerbated present inequalities. Finally, we gift suggestive evidence on the mechanisms in 

the back of the heterogeneous COVID-19 effects through quantifying the function of character-stage 

economic and health shocks on academic choices and exertions market expectancies. 

For this reason, we surveyed approximately 1,500 undergraduate college students at Arizona State 

University (ASU), one in every of the largest public universities within the United States, in past due 

April 2020. The fact that ASU is a big and pretty numerous institution makes our findings applicable for 

maximum public institutions inside the usa. The survey turned into explicitly designed to not only collect 

student results and expectations after the onset of the pandemic, however additionally to get better 

counterfactual effects in the absence of the outbreak. Specifically, the survey requested college students 

approximately their modern reviews/expectancies and what the ones experiences/expectancies could have 

been had it now not been for the pandemic.  Because we gather records conditional on both states of the 

world (with the COVID-19 pandemic, and without) from each student, we can directly analyze how every 

scholar believes COVID-19 has impacted their current and destiny consequences.2 For example, via 

asking college students approximately their contemporary GPA in a put up-COVID-19 international and 

their expected GPA inside the absence of COVID-19, we will returned out the subjective treatment 

impact of COVID-19 on instructional overall performance. The credibility of our method relies upon on: 

(1) college students having nicely-shaped ideals about outcomes in the counterfactual situation. This is a 

manageable assumption in our context since the counterfactual nation is a practical and applicable one - it 

became the repute quo less than  months earlier than the survey, and (2) there being no systematic bias 

inside the reporting of the statistics - an assumption this is implicitly made when using any survey data. 

Our findings on academic effects imply that COVID-19 has caused a large quantity of students delaying 

commencement (13%), retreating from instructions (eleven%), and proceeding to trade majors (12%). 

Moreover, approximately 50% of our pattern separately stated a lower in look at hours and in their 

instructional overall performance. The records also display that whilst all subgroups of the populace have 

experienced negative outcomes because of the outbreak, the dimensions of the effects is heterogeneous. 

For instance, in comparison to their higher- earnings opposite numbers, lower-earnings students (people 

with underneath-median parental earnings) are significantly more likely to postpone commencement. 

Finally, we discover that students file a decrease of their chance of taking online instructions due to their 

latest experiences. These effects are, but, greater than 150% larger for honors students, suggesting that, a 

priori, maximum engaged college students strongly select in-man or woman training. 
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As expected, the COVID-19 outbreak also had large poor outcomes on students’ modern-day hard work 

market participation and expectations approximately publish-university labor effects. Working students 

suffered a 31% decrease of their wages and a 37% drop in weekly hours worked, on common. Moreover, 

around 40% of students lost a task, internship, or a activity provide, and sixty one% stated to have a 

member of the family that experienced a reduction in profits. The pandemic additionally had a big impact 

on college students’ expectations about their labor marketplace possibilities post-university.  For 

example, their perceived opportunity of locating a process reduced by using nearly 20%, and their 

expected profits whilst 35 years antique (around 15 years from the outbreak) declined through 

approximately 2.5%.  This remaining locating suggests that scholars count on the pandemic to have a 

long-lasting impact on their exertions marketplace prospects. 

We find that the tremendous variation inside the impact of COVID-19 on students tracked with current 

socioeconomic divides. For instance, compared to their extra prosperous peers, lower-profits college students 

are fifty five% more likely to put off graduation due to COVID-19 and are 41% more likely to document that 

COVID-19 impacted their primary choice. Further, COVID-19 nearly doubled the distance among higher- and 

lower-profits students’ anticipated GPA.4 There also is vast version within the pandemic’s impact on choice 

for on-line getting to know, with Honors college students and men revising their alternatives down with the aid 

of greater than 2.Five instances as lots as their friends. However, in spite of acting to be more disrupted by 

using the transfer to online gaining knowledge of, the effect of COVID-19 on Honors students’ academic 

outcomes is constantly smaller than the effect on non-Honors college students. 

 

1 Data  

 

Our records come from an authentic survey of undergraduate students at Arizona State University (ASU), 

one among the largest public universities in the United States. Like other better academic establishments 

within the US, the spring 2020 semester commenced in man or woman. However, in early March during 

spring spoil, the school introduced that instruction could be transitioned on line and that scholars have 

been counseled now not to return to campus. 

The study becomes advertised on the My ASU website, available best through the scholar’s ASU ID and 

password. Undergraduate students have been invited to take part in a web survey about their reviews and 

expectations in mild of the COVID-19 pandemic,  for which they would be paid $10.  The have a look at 

become posted throughout the second to ultimate week of preparation for the spring semester (April 

twenty third). Our pattern length turned into confined by way of the studies budget to at least one,500 

college students, and the survey became closed as soon as the desired sample size was reached. We 

reached the favored pattern length inside three days of posting the survey. 

 

The survey was programmed in Qualtrics. It accrued information on students’ demographics and own 

family lower back- ground, their modern experiences (each for instructional consequences and non-

academic effects), and their future expectancies. Importantly, for the purposes of this observe, the survey 

collected facts on what these effects/expectations would have been inside the counterfactual kingdom, 

with out COVID-19. 
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2 Sample 

 

A total of 1,564 respondents completed the survey.5 90 respondents were ineligible for the study (such as 

students enrolled in graduate degree programs or diploma programs) and were dropped from the sample. 

Finally, responses in the 1st and 99th percentile of survey duration were further excluded, leading to a final 

sample size of 1,446. The survey took 38 minutes to complete, on average (median completion time was 26 

minutes). The first five columns of Table 1 show how our sample compares with the broader ASU undergrads- 

ate population and the average undergraduate student at other large flagship universities (specifically, the 

largest public universities in each state). Relative to the ASU undergraduate population, our sample has a 

significantly higher proportion of first-generation students (that is, students with no parent with a college 

degree) and a smaller proportion of international students. The demographic composition of our sample 

compares reasonably well with that of students in flagship universities 

 

3 Economic and Health Mediating Factors 

 

We proxy for the economic and health shocks because of COVID-19 by means of counting on a small but 

relevant set of exogenous/predetermined variables. Financial stocks are characterized based on whether or 

not a scholar misplaced a task because of COVID-19, whether or not a pupil’s family contributors lost 

earnings due to COVID-19, the exchange in a scholar’s month-to-month earnings because of COVID-19, 

and the chance a scholar will fail to absolutely meet debt bills within the subsequent ninety days. To 

degree health shocks, we don't forget a pupil’s belief about the probability that they will be hospitalized in 

the event that they contract COVID-19, a student’s notion approximately the chance that they'll have 

shriveled COVID-19 via summer season, and a pupil’s subjective health evaluation. Finally, if you want 

to summarize the blended impact of every set of proxies, we additionally construct predominant element 

ratings as one-dimensional measures of the monetary and fitness shock to students 

 

4 Conclusions 

 

This paper gives the primary systematic evaluation of the outcomes of COVID-19 on better education.  

To examine these effects, we surveyed 1,500 college students at Arizona State University, and gift 

quantitative evidence showing the terrible results of the pandemic on college students’ results and 

expectations. For example, we discover that thirteen% of college students have delayed commencement 

due to COVID-19. Expanding upon these consequences, we display that the effects of the pandemic are 

incredibly heterogeneous, with lower-income college students fifty five% more likely to postpone 

graduation compared to their better-earnings opposite numbers. We further display that the negative 

economic and fitness impacts of COVID-19 have been appreciably more said for much less advantaged 

corporations, and that these are in part accountable for the underlying heterogeneity within the affects that 

we document. Our outcomes endorse that with the aid of focusing on addressing the financial and fitness 

burden imposed by means of COVID-19, as measured via a exceptionally narrow set of mitigating 

factors, policy makers can be capable of prevent COVID-19 from widening current achievement gaps in 

higher training. 
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