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Abstract

Rabindranath Tagore narrated inner conflicts, moral issues, family and societal relationship of men instead
of portraying them as one dimensional figure. Short stories by Tagore display male character as social
beings influenced by complex tradition, emotion and evolutionary processes. These characters narrate
broader societal structures during colonial periods in Bengal predominated by issues like patriarchy,
hierarchy, nationalism, movement for modernity among others. In present study, it is attempted to examine
important male characters from short stories like Bhupati in Nashtanirh, Ramsundar in Dena Paona,
Gaurishankar in Haimanti and few other characters. Each character in respective stories displayed unique
psychological and societal dimensions. The helplessness of a father trapped in dowry system due to
economic inequalities is highlighted male character Ramsundar. While character Bhupati reflects
intellectual idealism leading to emotional issues and domestic breakdown. Influence of intellectual and
philosophical ideals of fatherhood are reflected through the character Gaurishankar in Haimanti. Tagore
critiques the then rigid social systems and customs as major catalysts for the tension between tradition and
modernity. He highlights such rigid systems as major contributors for emotional degeneration among human
bonding. Most of these characters exhibit moral confusion, social isolation including tragic self-realization
highlighting limitations of societal expectations and ambition of men. Very often, Tagore emphasised, need
for awareness on moral values, empathy and human interconnectedness for societal development. Thus,
male characters in Tagore’s stories are symbolic representations of contradictions and strength in the society
instead of a mere individual. These characters also provide deep insights into psychological and societal
scenarios of Bengal during early twentieth century.

Keywords: Male characters, colonial Bengal, emotional conflict, modernity, tradition, social critique.
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