
www.ijcrt.org                                                    © 2026 IJCRT | Volume 14, Issue 4 April 2026 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT2604293 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org c450 
 

 A Case Study On The Portrayal Of Transgender 

In The Film Super Deluxe 

J. Sakila1, Dr. B Senthil Kumar 2  
1Research Scholar, Dept. of Visual communication, Vels Institute of Science, Technology and 

Advanced Studies, VISTAS, Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India 

2Research Supervisor, Dept. of Visual communication, Vels Institute of Science, Technology and 

Advanced Studies, VISTAS, Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India  

 

Abstract:   

Cinema has long served as a powerful medium for reflecting and shaping societal perceptions of 

marginalized communities. The representation of transgender individuals in Indian cinema has 

historically been limited to stereotypes, ridicule, or marginal roles. However, contemporary films have 

begun to challenge these conventions by offering more nuanced portrayals. This research paper examines 

the portrayal of transgender identity in the Tamil film Super Deluxe, directed by Thiagarajan Kumararaja. 

Through a qualitative case study approach, the research analyzes the character of Shilpa, portrayed by 

Vijay Sethupathi, focusing on themes of identity, societal acceptance, stigma, and agency. The study 

evaluates how the film navigates between progressive representation and problematic stereotyping. 

While Super Deluxe presents a layered and humanized depiction of a transgender woman, it has also 

faced criticism from sections of the transgender community for reinforcing certain misconceptions. The 

research concludes that the film marks a significant transition in Tamil cinema toward inclusive 

storytelling, though it still reflects the complexities and contradictions inherent in representing 

marginalized identities. 

Keywords: Representation of Transgender, Stereotyping, Marginalized communities, Qualitative case 

study 

1. Introduction 

The representation of transgender individuals in Indian cinema has undergone a gradual transformation. 

Traditionally, transgender characters were portrayed as comic relief, villains, or objects of pity, 

reinforcing social stigma and exclusion. These portrayals contributed to the marginalization of 

transgender communities in real life. In recent years, however, Indian cinema has witnessed a shift toward 

more empathetic and realistic narratives. Films such as Super Deluxe attempt to explore transgender 

identity beyond stereotypes. The film is a hyperlink narrative that intertwines multiple storylines, one of 

which centers on Shilpa, a transgender woman who returns to her family after gender transition.  

The film explores themes of identity, acceptance, morality, and societal hypocrisy. Shilpa’s journey is 

particularly significant as it challenges conventional gender norms and exposes the discrimination faced 

by transgender individuals in Indian society. 
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This research aims to critically analyze the portrayal of transgender identity in Super Deluxe by 

addressing the following objectives: 

• To examine the characterization of the transgender protagonist  

• To analyze societal responses depicted in the film  

• To evaluate the film’s contribution to transgender representation in Indian cinema  

• To identify limitations and criticisms of the portrayal  

2. Review of Literature 

Scholarly research on queer representation in Indian cinema highlights a significant evolution from 

stereotypical portrayals to more complex narratives. According to Dey (2024), earlier films often 

depicted queer characters as caricatures or tragic figures, reinforcing societal biases.  

Contemporary films, including Super Deluxe, represent a shift toward nuanced storytelling. The film 

portrays the transgender character with depth and integrates her narrative into a broader socio-cultural 

context. Unlike traditional portrayals, Shilpa is neither reduced to comic relief nor depicted solely as a 

victim.  

Another study emphasizes that cinema acts as a reflection of societal values and plays a role in shaping 

public perception. The analysis of Super Deluxe highlights its focus on human values, social norms, and 

individual identity within a complex societal framework.  

However, critical discourse also points out limitations. Some activists argue that the film contains 

inaccuracies and reinforces stereotypes, particularly in scenes associating transgender individuals with 

criminal activities.  

Sociological interpretations suggest that the film explores kinship and familial acceptance through 

Shilpa’s relationship with her child, who becomes a symbol of unconditional acceptance.  

Thus, the literature indicates a dual perspective: while Super Deluxe is progressive in many aspects, it 

also reflects the ongoing challenges of representing transgender identities authentically. 

3. Research Methodology 

This study adopts a qualitative research methodology using a case study approach. The film Super Deluxe 

serves as the primary text for analysis. 

Data Sources 

• Primary data: Film text (visuals, dialogues, narrative structure)  

• Secondary data: Research articles, reviews, and critical essays  

Analytical Framework 

The study uses thematic analysis focusing on: 

1. Characterization  

2. Narrative role  

3. Societal representation  

4. Symbolism and visual language  

Research Approach 

• Scene-by-scene analysis of Shilpa’s storyline  

• Interpretation of dialogues and character interactions  

• Comparative analysis with traditional transgender portrayals  

This methodology enables an in-depth understanding of how transgender identity is constructed and 

communicated in the film. 
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4. Data Analysis and Interpretation 

Data Analysis 

This study employs qualitative thematic analysis to examine the portrayal of the transgender character 

Shilpa in the film Super Deluxe. The analysis is based on selected key scenes, dialogues, and character 

interactions. The film text was systematically coded into thematic categories to identify recurring patterns 

related to transgender representation. 

The analysis is structured into the following thematic units: 

1. Identity Construction 

Shilpa’s character is analyzed in terms of self-identification and gender expression. The film portrays her 

as a transgender woman who has undergone gender transition and seeks acceptance in her familial and 

social environment. The narrative emphasizes her internal struggle and assertion of identity, reflecting 

Judith Butler’s concept of gender performativity, where gender is constructed through repeated actions 

and expressions. 

2. Social Interaction and Stigma 

Several scenes depict negative societal responses toward Shilpa, including verbal abuse, physical 

violence, and exclusion. These interactions were coded under “social stigma” and “discrimination.” The 

frequency and intensity of such scenes indicate that stigma is a dominant theme in the narrative. 

3. Familial Acceptance 

The relationship between Shilpa and her son was analyzed as a separate category. Unlike other characters, 

the child demonstrates unconditional acceptance. This contrast highlights generational differences in 

attitudes toward gender identity. 

4. Visual and Cinematic Representation 

Camera angles, lighting, and mise-en-scène were examined to understand how the film visually frames 

the transgender character. Close-up shots emphasize emotional vulnerability, while long shots in public 

spaces highlight isolation and alienation. 

5. Narrative Positioning 

Shilpa’s storyline is interwoven with other narratives in the film. This positioning was analyzed to 

determine whether her character is central or marginal. The analysis reveals that while she is a key 

character, her story is one among many, reflecting both inclusion and narrative limitation. 

Interpretation 

The thematic analysis provides deeper insights into the representation of transgender identity in Super 

Deluxe. 

1. Progressive Yet Incomplete Representation 

The film marks a shift from stereotypical portrayals by presenting Shilpa as a complex and humanized 

character. However, certain elements—such as linking her narrative with crime or violence—suggest that 

the representation is not entirely free from traditional biases. 

2. Reflection of Social Reality 

The depiction of stigma and discrimination aligns with real-world experiences of transgender individuals 

in India. The film successfully mirrors societal attitudes, making it a socially relevant text. However, this 

realism also risks reinforcing negative perceptions if not balanced with empowering narratives. 

3. Symbolism of the Child 

The child’s acceptance can be interpreted as a symbolic representation of an evolving society. It suggests 

that prejudice is socially constructed and can be unlearned. This interpretation positions the younger 

generation as agents of change. 
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4. Emotional Engagement and Audience Response 

The film uses emotional storytelling to create empathy among viewers. By portraying Shilpa’s struggles 

in a personal and relatable manner, it encourages audiences to reconsider their biases. This aligns with 

the role of cinema as a tool for social transformation. 

5. Contradiction Between Intent and Impact 

While the director’s intent appears to promote inclusivity, the impact of certain scenes has been contested 

by members of the transgender community. This highlights the complexity of representation, where 

intention does not always align with audience interpretation 

 

4. Findings 

1. Nuanced Characterization 

The character of Shilpa represents a significant departure from stereotypical portrayals. She is depicted 

as a parent, a partner, and an individual with emotional depth. Her identity is not limited to her gender 

transition but extends to her relationships and personal struggles. 

The film portrays her vulnerability, resilience, and dignity, making her a multidimensional character 

rather than a symbolic representation. 

2. Representation of Social Stigma 

The film realistically depicts societal reactions to transgender identity. Shilpa faces: 

• Family rejection  

• Social ridicule  

• Physical violence  

These reactions highlight the discrimination and marginalization experienced by transgender individuals 

in real life.  

3. Theme of Acceptance through the Child 

One of the most powerful aspects of the film is the unconditional acceptance shown by Shilpa’s son. 

Unlike adults, the child does not judge her identity, symbolizing innocence and the possibility of a more 

inclusive future. 

4. Intersectionality 

The film addresses multiple layers of identity, including gender, class, and family roles. Shilpa’s 

experiences reflect how transgender individuals navigate complex social structures. 

5. Agency and Empowerment 

Unlike traditional portrayals where transgender characters are passive victims, Shilpa demonstrates 

agency. She confronts challenges and attempts to reclaim her place in society and her family. 

6. Criticism and Controversy 

Despite its progressive elements, the film has been criticized for: 

• Lack of authentic research  

• Reinforcing stereotypes in certain scenes  

• Casting a cisgender actor in a transgender role  

Activists have argued that some portrayals could further marginalize the community.  

 

5. Suggestions 

Based on the findings, the following suggestions are proposed: 

1. Inclusion of Transgender Voices 

Filmmakers should involve transgender individuals in scriptwriting, acting, and consultation to ensure 

authenticity. 

2. Avoidance of Stereotypes 

Future films should avoid associating transgender characters with crime or deviance unless contextually 

justified. 

3. Casting Representation 

Encouraging transgender actors to play transgender roles can enhance realism and provide opportunities 

for marginalized communities. 

4. Balanced Narratives 

Films should balance struggle with empowerment, avoiding narratives that focus solely on victimhood. 

5. Educational Role of Cinema 

Cinema should be used as a tool for awareness and social change, promoting inclusivity and acceptance. 
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6. Conclusion 

The portrayal of transgender identity in Super Deluxe marks a significant milestone in Tamil cinema. 

The film challenges traditional stereotypes by presenting a complex and humanized depiction of a 

transgender woman. Through Shilpa’s character, the film explores themes of identity, acceptance, and 

societal prejudice. 

However, the film also reflects the challenges of representing marginalized identities within mainstream 

cinema. While it succeeds in many aspects, it falls short in achieving complete authenticity, as highlighted 

by criticisms from the transgender community. 

Overall, Super Deluxe can be seen as a transitional text—one that bridges the gap between stereotypical 

and progressive representations. It opens the door for more inclusive storytelling while highlighting the 

need for continued efforts toward accurate and respectful representation. 
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