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Abstract 

Ocean governance has become increasingly significant in the contemporary world due to growing 

pressures on marine ecosystems and the expanding utilization of ocean resources. The United Nations 

Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) 1982 represents the most comprehensive international 

legal framework governing maritime activities and the management of ocean resources. This paper 

examines the development, structure, and significance of UNCLOS in shaping modern ocean 

governance. It analyses the historical evolution of the Convention, its principal provisions, and its role in 

regulating maritime boundaries, resource exploitation, environmental protection, and dispute settlement. 

The study also highlights contemporary challenges such as maritime conflicts, illegal fishing, climate 

change, and deep-sea mining, which test the effectiveness of the UNCLOS framework. By evaluating 

these issues, the paper underscores the continuing relevance of UNCLOS as a foundational instrument for 

promoting international cooperation, sustainable marine resource management, and peaceful use of the 

oceans. 
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Introduction 

The oceans have always played an important role in the life of human societies. They support global 

trade, provide food and natural resources, and connect different parts of the world through maritime 

transport. Because of these functions, the seas have long been an area where states interact, cooperate, 

and sometimes compete with each other. Over time, the increasing use of ocean resources created a need 

for clear legal rules to regulate activities at sea and to avoid conflicts among states.1 

As maritime activities expanded during the twentieth century, the international community realized that 

existing customary rules of the law of the sea were no longer sufficient. Growing concerns over fishing 

rights, maritime boundaries, environmental protection, and access to seabed resources made it necessary 

to develop a comprehensive legal framework for governing the oceans.2 

In response to these challenges, the United Nations initiated a long process of negotiations that eventually 

resulted in the adoption of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) in 1982. 

The Convention represents one of the most significant achievements in the development of international 

law. It provides a detailed legal structure for managing maritime zones, regulating navigation, protecting 

marine ecosystems, and settling disputes between states.3 

UNCLOS is often described as the “constitution of the oceans” because it brings together many different 

aspects of maritime governance within a single legal framework. The Convention reflects the collective 

effort of the international community to promote cooperation, ensure peaceful use of the seas, and 

support the sustainable management of marine resources for present and future generations.4 

 

Historical Background 

The development of modern ocean governance can be traced to the mid-twentieth century, when the rapid 

expansion of maritime activities began to create tensions between states. Advances in technology allowed 

countries to explore offshore oil and gas, expand commercial fishing, and improve naval capabilities. As 

a result, disputes over maritime jurisdiction, resource control, and navigation rights became increasingly 

common.5 

                                                 
1 Donald R. Rothwell & Tim Stephens, The International Law of the Sea 6–7 (Hart Publishing 2010). 
2 Yoshifumi Tanaka, The International Law of the Sea 40–43 (Cambridge Univ. Press 2019). 
3 Alexander Proelss, The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea: A Commentary 4–7 

(Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft 2017). 
4 James Harrison, Making the Law of the Sea: A Study in the Development of International Law 37–

51 (Cambridge Univ. Press 2011). 
5 R.P. Anand, Studies in International Law and History: An Asian Perspective 197–202 (Springer 

2004). 
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To address these concerns, the United Nations organized the First United Nations Conference on the Law 

of the Sea (UNCLOS I) in Geneva in 1958. This conference resulted in four conventions dealing with the 

territorial sea, the continental shelf, the high seas, and fishing rights. These agreements helped clarify 

certain principles of international maritime law, but they did not resolve all major issues, particularly the 

breadth of the territorial sea and the allocation of maritime resources.6 

A second conference, known as UNCLOS II, was held in 1960 in an attempt to settle the remaining 

disagreements. However, the conference again failed to reach a final consensus on key matters such as 

the width of territorial waters and the regulation of marine resources. The difficulty in achieving 

agreement reflected the diverse interests of both developed and developing states, as well as the strategic 

importance of maritime areas.7  Despite these limitations, the early conferences played a significant role 

in shaping later negotiations. They helped identify the major legal questions that needed to be addressed 

and created a foundation for further discussions on the governance of the oceans.8 The unresolved issues 

eventually led to the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS III), which took 

place between 1973 and 1982. This conference involved extensive negotiations among more than 150 

countries and focused on creating a comprehensive legal framework for maritime governance. The 

negotiations addressed a wide range of topics, including maritime zones, navigation rights, environmental 

protection, and the management of seabed resources. 9  After nearly a decade of discussions, the 

international community successfully adopted the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on 

10 December 1982 in Montego Bay, Jamaica. The Convention entered into force on 16 November 1994 

after receiving the required number of ratifications from member states.10 

 

Development and Implementation 

Since its adoption, UNCLOS has become the primary legal framework governing the oceans. The 

Convention contains 320 articles and nine annexes, covering a wide range of issues related to maritime 

jurisdiction, resource management, marine environmental protection, and dispute settlement.11 

UNCLOS established a clear system of maritime zones, including the territorial sea, contiguous zone, 

exclusive economic zone (EEZ), and continental shelf. These zones define the rights and responsibilities 

                                                 
6 James B. Morell, The Law of the Sea (McFarland & Co. 2013). 
7 Bimal N. Patel, The State Practice of India and the Development of International Law 72–75 (Brill 

Nijhoff 2016). 
8 Satya N. Nandan & Kristine E. Dalaker, Reflections on the Making of the Modern Law of the Sea 

(NUS Press 2020). 
9 Donald R. Rothwell & Tim Stephens, supra note 1. 

 
10 Dr. Pradeep Kumar Kulshrestha & Dr. Shashi Bhushan Ojha, 40 Years of United Nations Convention 

on the Law of the Sea (Satyam Law International 2023). 
11 Satyendra Kumar Sharma, Taxmann’s Law of Sea & Exclusive Economic Zone (Taxmann 2008). 
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of coastal states and help reduce disputes over maritime boundaries. The Convention also recognizes the 

principle of freedom of navigation and protects the interests of landlocked and geographically 

disadvantaged states.12 

In order to support the implementation of the Convention, several international institutions were created 

or strengthened. One important institution is the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS), 

which provides a specialized forum for resolving disputes related to the interpretation and application of 

UNCLOS. The Tribunal has played a significant role in clarifying legal principles and promoting 

peaceful settlement of maritime conflicts.13 

Another key institution is the International Seabed Authority (ISA), which regulates activities related to 

mineral exploration and exploitation in the seabed beyond national jurisdiction. The Authority ensures 

that such activities are carried out for the benefit of all humankind and in a manner that protects the 

marine environment.14 

International organizations such as the International Maritime Organization (IMO) also contribute to the 

effective functioning of UNCLOS by developing regulations related to maritime safety, pollution 

prevention, and port security. Through conventions such as MARPOL and the ISPS Code, the IMO 

promotes safer and more environmentally responsible maritime operations.15 

Regional organizations and cooperative agreements further strengthen the implementation of UNCLOS 

principles. Institutions such as the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and the 

European Union’s Common Fisheries Policy help coordinate maritime governance at the regional level 

and encourage states to manage marine resources responsibly.16 

Through these legal and institutional mechanisms, UNCLOS has become a central instrument in modern 

ocean governance. It continues to guide international cooperation in the management of marine 

resources, the protection of the maritime environment, and the peaceful use of the seas.17 

 

Key Legal Principles of UNCLOS in Ocean Governance 

The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) is one of the most detailed 

international treaties dealing with the governance of oceans. The Convention contains 320 articles and 

                                                 
12 Charles Quince, The Exclusive Economic Zone 84–91 (Vernon Press 2019). 
13 Kriangsak Kittichaisaree, The International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (Oxford Univ. Press 2021). 
14 International Seabed Authority, International Seabed Authority: Basic Texts (2013). 

15 International Maritime Organization, Guide to Maritime Security and the ISPS Code (12th ed. 

2012). 
16 Gemma Andreone, The Future of the Law of the Sea: Bridging Gaps Between National, Individual 

and Common Interests (Springer 2017). 
17 Angela Del Vecchio & Roberto Virzo, Interpretation of the United Nations Convention on the Law 

of the Sea by International Courts and Tribunals 5–6 (Springer 2019). 
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nine annexes, and it sets out rules for the use, protection, and management of the world’s seas. Through 

these provisions, UNCLOS establishes a balanced legal framework that defines the rights and 

responsibilities of states in maritime areas and promotes cooperation in the use of ocean resources.18 

 

Territorial Sovereignty and Maritime Jurisdiction 

One of the most important principles recognized under UNCLOS is the sovereignty of coastal states over 

their territorial sea. The Convention allows a coastal state to exercise authority over waters extending up 

to twelve nautical miles from its baseline. Within this zone, the coastal state has the power to regulate 

activities such as fishing, navigation, marine research, and the exploitation of natural resources.19 

This legal control is important for maintaining national security and ensuring the proper management of 

marine resources. At the same time, UNCLOS balances the interests of the international community by 

recognizing the right of innocent passage for foreign vessels. Ships from other states are allowed to pass 

through the territorial sea as long as their activities do not threaten the peace, security, or order of the 

coastal state.20 Through these rules, UNCLOS establishes clear maritime boundaries and helps reduce 

conflicts between neighbouring states. It also strengthens the principle of state sovereignty while 

encouraging responsible use of marine resources. 

 

Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) 

Another major contribution of UNCLOS is the introduction of the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). 

Under this system, a coastal state has special rights over the natural resources found in waters extending 

up to 200 nautical miles from its coast. These resources include fish stocks, offshore oil and gas, seabed 

minerals, and other marine resources.21 

While the coastal state has exclusive rights to explore and exploit these resources, other states still enjoy 

certain freedoms within the EEZ. These include the freedom of navigation, the laying of submarine 

cables and pipelines, and the conduct of scientific research, subject to the regulations of the coastal 

state.22 The EEZ concept reflects an attempt to balance economic interests with international cooperation. 

                                                 
18 Donald R. Rothwell & Tim Stephens, The International Law of the Sea 6–7 (Hart Publishing 

2010). 

 
19 Haijiang Yang, Jurisdiction of the Coastal State over Foreign Merchant Ships in Internal Waters 

and the Territorial Sea (Springer 2006). 
20 Yoshifumi Tanaka, The International Law of the Sea 40–43 (Cambridge Univ. Press 2019). 
21 Charles Quince, The Exclusive Economic Zone 84–91 (Vernon Press 2019). 
22 Satyendra Kumar Sharma, Taxmann’s Law of Sea & Exclusive Economic Zone (Taxmann 2008). 
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Coastal states are expected to manage resources within their EEZ responsibly so that marine ecosystems 

are protected for future generations.23 

Freedom of Navigation and the High Seas 

UNCLOS also protects the long-standing principle of freedom of navigation, which allows vessels of all 

states to move freely across the high seas. This freedom includes navigation, overflight, scientific 

research, and the installation of submarine cables and pipelines.24 

Freedom of navigation is essential for international trade and global economic activity because most 

world trade is transported through maritime routes. At the same time, UNCLOS recognizes that states 

must act responsibly and avoid activities that harm the marine environment or threaten international 

security.25 These rules help maintain stability in maritime transport and ensure that the oceans remain 

open to all nations. 

Archipelagic States 

The Convention also recognizes the special situation of archipelagic states, which consist of groups of 

islands forming a single geographical unit. Countries such as Indonesia and the Philippines fall under this 

category. UNCLOS allows these states to draw archipelagic baselines connecting the outermost points 

of their islands. The waters enclosed within these baselines are treated as archipelagic waters under the 

sovereignty of the state. However, international navigation rights are preserved through designated sea 

lanes to ensure that global maritime traffic is not obstructed. 26  This provision demonstrates how 

UNCLOS attempts to balance national sovereignty with international navigation rights. 

Continental Shelf Rights 

Another important aspect of UNCLOS relates to the continental shelf, which refers to the seabed and 

subsoil that extend from a coastal state’s land territory into the ocean. Coastal states have sovereign rights 

to explore and exploit natural resources found on their continental shelf, including oil, gas, and mineral 

deposits. 27 In some cases, the continental shelf may extend beyond 200 nautical miles if geological 

conditions support such claims. UNCLOS provides scientific criteria for determining the outer limits of 

the continental shelf, ensuring that these claims are based on objective evidence rather than political 

                                                 
23 Nutan Kapoor Mahawar et al., 1982 UNCLOS: Perspectives from the Indian Ocean (Vij Books 

India 2021). 

 
24 Cameron Moore, Freedom of Navigation and the Law of the Sea (Routledge 2023). 
25 Natalie Klein et al., Maritime Security: International Law and Policy Perspectives from Australia 

and New Zealand (Routledge 2009). 
26 James B. Morell, The Law of the Sea (McFarland & Co. 2013). 
27 Alexander Proelss, The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea: A Commentary (Nomos 

2017). 
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considerations.28 This framework helps regulate offshore resource development while also protecting the 

interests of the international community. 

Dispute Settlement and the Role of ITLOS 

To maintain order in ocean governance, UNCLOS established mechanisms for the peaceful settlement of 

maritime disputes. One of the most important institutions created under the Convention is the 

International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS).29 ITLOS provides a judicial forum where states 

can resolve disputes related to maritime boundaries, fisheries, navigation rights, and the interpretation of 

UNCLOS provisions. The Tribunal plays an important role in clarifying legal rules and strengthening the 

rule of law in ocean governance.30 Through arbitration and judicial procedures, UNCLOS encourages 

states to resolve their disputes peacefully rather than through confrontation. 

Protection of the Marine Environment 

UNCLOS also places strong emphasis on the protection of the marine environment. States are required 

to take measures to prevent pollution from ships, offshore installations, and other human activities that 

may damage marine ecosystems. 31  The Convention recognizes that the oceans are interconnected 

ecosystems and that environmental harm in one region can affect other areas of the world. Therefore, it 

encourages international cooperation in addressing issues such as marine pollution, habitat destruction, 

and biodiversity loss.32  These provisions reflect the growing importance of environmental sustainability 

in modern ocean governance. 

Marine Scientific Research 

Another significant element of UNCLOS is the regulation of marine scientific research. The 

Convention encourages states to conduct research aimed at improving knowledge about the oceans and 

marine ecosystems. However, such research must respect the rights of coastal states and follow 

established international regulations.33 UNCLOS also promotes the sharing of scientific data, technology, 

and research findings among states. This cooperation helps advance scientific understanding of the 

marine environment and supports better decision-making in the management of ocean resources. 

 

                                                 
28 Kriangsak Kittichaisaree, The International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (Oxford Univ. Press 

2021). 
29 P. Chandrasekhara Rao & Philippe Gautier, The International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea: 

Law, Practice and Procedure (Edward Elgar 2018). 
30 International Maritime Organization, MARPOL Consolidated Edition (2006). 
31 Rupert F. G. Ormond et al., Marine Biodiversity (Cambridge Univ. Press 2010). 
32 Gemma Andreone, The Future of the Law of the Sea (Springer 2017). 

 
33 Angela Del Vecchio & Roberto Virzo, Interpretation of the United Nations Convention on the Law 

of the Sea by International Courts and Tribunals 5–6 (Springer 2019). 
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Consequences and Present Challenges of UNCLOS in Ocean Governance 

The adoption of UNCLOS changed the way the world looks at the oceans. It gave states a common legal 

framework and made ocean governance more organized, predictable, and peaceful. Before UNCLOS, 

many maritime questions were handled mainly through custom, power, and political bargaining. After 

1982, states had a clearer legal basis for deciding rights over sea areas, marine resources, navigation, and 

environmental duties.34 

One of the biggest effects of UNCLOS is that it has helped reduce uncertainty in maritime relations. It 

has given legal shape to important concepts such as the territorial sea, the exclusive economic zone, the 

continental shelf, and the high seas. Because of this, states now have clearer guidance on where their 

rights begin and where they end. This has not removed all disputes, but it has provided a common 

language and legal method for dealing with them.35 

UNCLOS has also strengthened peaceful dispute settlement. The Convention allows disputes to be 

addressed through negotiation, arbitration, and judicial bodies such as the International Tribunal for the 

Law of the Sea. This has made ocean governance more rule-based and less dependent on unilateral 

action. It has also helped develop consistency in the interpretation of maritime law.36 Another important 

consequence of UNCLOS is its contribution to maritime security. The Convention supports legal order at 

sea by recognizing rights and duties relating to navigation, law enforcement, piracy, and other unlawful 

acts. It provides an overall legal basis that helps states cooperate against threats that affect safe use of the 

seas.37 In this area, the work of the International Maritime Organization has been very important. The 

IMO has supported the wider goals of UNCLOS by framing practical standards for ship safety, port 

security, marine pollution control, and safe navigation.38 

The International Ship and Port Facility Security Code (ISPS Code) is a good example of this support 

system. It was developed to improve ship and port security in response to modern security risks. The 

Code requires ships and port facilities involved in international trade to put in place security plans, 

training systems, access control, and risk assessment measures. Though the ISPS Code is not a part of 

UNCLOS itself, it helps give effect to the larger aim of safe and orderly maritime use.39 

In the same way, the IMO’s work on search and rescue, safety assessment, and pollution control has 

strengthened the working of ocean governance. Instruments such as MARPOL have been important in 

                                                 
34 Satya N. Nandan & Kristine E. Dalaker, Reflections on the Making of the Modern Law of the Sea: 

The Search for a New Legal Order (NUS Press 2020). 
35 Donald R. Rothwell & Tim Stephens, The International Law of the Sea 6–7 (Hart Publishing 

2010). 
36 Kriangsak Kittichaisaree, The International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (Oxford Univ. Press 

2021). 
37 Natalie Klein et al., Maritime Security: International Law and Policy Perspectives from Australia 

and New Zealand (Routledge 2009). 

 
38 Christopher Hill & Susan Hodges, Principles of Maritime Law (LLP Professional Publishing 

2001). 
39 Int’l Mar. Org., Guide to Maritime Security and the ISPS Code (12th ed. 2012). 
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reducing pollution from ships and in protecting the marine environment. These measures support the 

environmental spirit of UNCLOS and show that the Convention works best when supported by related 

international rules and institutions.40 

UNCLOS has also had a major effect on sustainable development. It recognizes that the oceans are not 

only routes for trade and power, but also ecosystems that must be protected. The Convention asks states 

to prevent marine pollution, conserve living resources, and use the seas in a responsible way. This has 

made UNCLOS central to the idea of balancing development with conservation.41  

At the same time, many present-day problems show that legal rules alone are not enough. One continuing 

issue is non-compliance. Even though UNCLOS has been widely accepted, some states do not always 

follow its spirit or its procedures. Maritime disputes continue in different parts of the world because 

political, strategic, and economic interests often stand in the way of legal settlement.42 

Climate change is now one of the most serious challenges facing ocean governance. Rising sea levels, 

coastal erosion, ocean warming, and acidification are changing the marine environment in ways that were 

not fully anticipated when UNCLOS was drafted. The Convention does not directly speak the language 

of present-day climate law, but many of its principles remain useful. Its focus on marine environmental 

protection, scientific cooperation, and responsible resource use provides a legal starting point for 

addressing climate-related ocean problems.43 

Climate change also raises difficult questions for coastal states and island nations. Sea-level rise may 

affect coastlines, marine ecosystems, fisheries, and even the practical use of maritime zones. Small island 

states are especially vulnerable because their survival, livelihoods, and maritime entitlements are closely 

linked to the ocean. In this sense, climate change has made ocean governance not only a legal issue, but 

also a human and developmental one.44 

Another major concern is piracy and armed robbery at sea, especially in vulnerable sea lanes. 

UNCLOS provides the legal basis for action against piracy on the high seas, but actual control depends 

on strong cooperation between states. Modern maritime crime is more complex than before. It includes 

trafficking of drugs, arms, and persons, as well as organized criminal use of sea routes. This means that 

maritime security today requires legal coordination, technical capacity, and information sharing.45 

                                                 
40 Int’l Mar. Org., MARPOL Consolidated Edition (2006); Int’l Mar. Org., Onboard Assessment (IMO 

Model Course 1.30) (2017). 
41 Angela Del Vecchio & Roberto Virzo, Interpretation of the United Nations Convention on the Law 

of the Sea by International Courts and Tribunals 5–6 (Springer 2019). 
42 Gemma Andreone, The Future of the Law of the Sea: Bridging Gaps Between National, Individual 

and Common Interests (Springer 2017). 

 
43 Rupert F.G. Ormond et al., Marine Biodiversity (Cambridge Univ. Press 2010). 
44 Nutan Kapoor Mahawar et al., 1982 UNCLOS: Perspectives from the Indian Ocean (Vij Books 

India 2021). 
45 Douglas Guilfoyle, Shipping Interdiction and the Law of the Sea (Cambridge Univ. Press 2011). 
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Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing is another serious challenge. It harms marine 

biodiversity, weakens food security, and affects the livelihood of coastal communities. UNCLOS expects 

states to manage marine living resources properly, especially within their exclusive economic zones. But 

illegal fishing continues because enforcement is uneven and because some regions lack strong monitoring 

systems.46 

Maritime terrorism and cyber threats have also become part of the modern security picture. Ports, 

offshore platforms, cargo systems, and navigation networks now depend heavily on digital systems. 

While UNCLOS does not directly address cybersecurity, its broader framework of maritime order, 

cooperation, and state responsibility remains relevant. These new threats show that ocean governance 

must continue to grow with changing technology and patterns of risk.47 

Regional conflicts also continue to test the strength of UNCLOS. The South China Sea remains one of 

the clearest examples of the gap between legal principle and political reality. Competing claims over 

islands, reefs, maritime zones, and marine resources have created long-term tension in the region. Similar 

pressures exist in the East China Sea, the Mediterranean, and parts of the Indian Ocean, where 

boundaries, resource access, and strategic rivalry remain unresolved.48 

The Arctic has emerged as another important area of concern. Melting sea ice is opening new routes and 

increasing interest in oil, gas, minerals, and strategic navigation. UNCLOS provides the legal framework 

for maritime claims and continental shelf rights in the Arctic, but the region also raises difficult 

environmental and geopolitical questions. The challenge is not only who has rights in the Arctic, but how 

those rights should be exercised without causing irreversible ecological harm.49 

A further area of debate is deep-sea mining. UNCLOS created the legal structure for the seabed beyond 

national jurisdiction and established the International Seabed Authority to regulate activities in that area. 

However, deep-sea mining remains controversial because of the uncertain environmental impact on 

fragile marine ecosystems. Many scholars and states argue that caution is necessary, especially when 

scientific knowledge about the deep sea is still limited.50 

In recent years, attention has also turned to marine biodiversity beyond national jurisdiction (BBNJ). 

Although UNCLOS provides the broad legal structure for ocean governance, it did not fully develop 

specific rules for biodiversity protection in areas beyond national control. This created a governance gap, 

especially regarding marine protected areas, benefit sharing, and conservation of genetic resources. The 

                                                 
46 Satyendra Kumar Sharma, Taxmann’s Law of Sea & Exclusive Economic Zone (Taxmann Allied 

Services 2008). 
47 A. Tan, Security Strategies in the Asia-Pacific: The United States’s “Second Front” in Southeast 

Asia (Palgrave Macmillan 2011). 
48 Bimal N. Patel, The State Practice of India and the Development of International Law 72–75 (Brill 

Nijhoff 2016). 
49 v Louise Spilsbury & Richard Spilsbury, Arctic Ocean (Heinemann/Raintree 2015); Tafsir 

Johansson & Patrick Donner, The Shipping Industry, Ocean Governance and Environmental Law in 

the Paradigm Shift: In Search of a Pragmatic Balance for the Arctic (Springer 2015). 
50 Int’l Seabed Auth., International Seabed Authority: Basic Texts (2013). 
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growing focus on BBNJ reflects the need to strengthen the ocean governance system so that it responds 

to modern ecological realities.51 

Taken together, these issues show that UNCLOS remains highly relevant, but it also needs continued 

support through interpretation, state cooperation, and related legal developments. The Convention gave 

the world a strong foundation, but the future of ocean governance depends on how seriously states 

implement that foundation in practice.52 

Conclusion 

UNCLOS is one of the most important achievements in the history of international maritime law. It gave 

the world a common legal order for the oceans and changed ocean governance from a loose system of 

custom into a more structured and widely accepted framework. By defining maritime zones, clarifying 

state rights, supporting peaceful dispute settlement, and promoting environmental responsibility, the 

Convention has become the legal backbone of modern ocean governance.53 

Its value is not limited to law alone. UNCLOS has also helped shape cooperation, stability, and fairness 

in the use of marine spaces. It has guided states in managing fisheries, navigation, seabed resources, and 

marine research. More importantly, it has kept alive the idea that the oceans must be governed not only 

for national interest, but also for the common good of humanity.54 

At the same time, the present age has shown that ocean governance is becoming more difficult. Climate 

change, illegal fishing, maritime insecurity, regional conflicts, deep-sea mining, and biodiversity loss are 

putting new pressure on the legal system created in 1982. These issues do not make UNCLOS weak; 

rather, they show how important it still is. The Convention continues to provide the legal starting point 

for dealing with both old disputes and new challenges.55 

The future of the oceans will depend not only on the text of UNCLOS, but also on the willingness of 

states to follow it honestly and strengthen it through cooperation. Better implementation, stronger 

institutions, scientific sharing, and greater environmental responsibility are all necessary if the promise of 

UNCLOS is to be fully realized.56 

                                                 
51 Alexander Proelss, The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea: A Commentary 4–7 

(Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft 2017). 
52 James Harrison, Making the Law of the Sea: A Study in the Development of International Law 37–

51 (Cambridge Univ. Press 2011). 
53 Dr. Pradeep Kumar Kulshrestha & Dr. Shashi Bhushan Ojha, 40 Years of United Nations 

Convention on the Law of the Sea (Satyam Law International 2023). 
54 R.P. Anand, Studies in International Law and History: An Asian Perspective 197–202 (Springer 

2004). 
55 James B. Morell, The Law of the Sea (McFarland & Co. 2013). 
56 P. Chandrasekhara Rao & Philippe Gautier, The International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea: 

Law, Practice and Procedure (Edward Elgar 2018). 
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In this sense, UNCLOS remains more than a treaty. It is a continuing framework for peace, order, and 

responsible use of the oceans. If states work with commitment and good faith, the Convention can 

continue to guide the world toward a safer, fairer, and more sustainable marine future.57 

  

 

   

                                                 
57 Yoshifumi Tanaka, The International Law of the Sea 40–43 (Cambridge Univ. Press 2019). 

 

http://www.ijcrt.org/

