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Abstract 

This paper explores the themes of cultural assimilation and identity through the lens of adventure in 

Michael Bond’s Paddington Bear series. As a young bear from "Darkest Peru" who arrives alone in 

London, Paddington serves as a compelling literary figure of the immigrant experience in post-war Britain. 

Through his polite demeanour, unintentional misadventures, and persistent efforts to fit into British society, 

the narrative reflects broader socio-cultural questions of belonging, adaptation, and the silent negotiations 

of identity. This Study analyses how Paddington's journey from an outsider with a label around his neck to 

a beloved member of the Brown family mirrors the overlooked emotional and cultural dimensions of 

migration. By situating the story within the context of children’s literature, this paper argues that 

Paddington Bear functions not only as a tale of whimsical adventure but also as a subtle commentary on 

Britain’s evolving national identity and the quiet resilience of cultural newcomers. 

Keywords: Paddington Bear, Cultural assimilation, Socio-cultural identity, Migration, Negotiation, Post-
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Introduction 

Since his first appearance in 1958, Paddington Bear has charmed generations of readers with his politeness, 

clumsiness, and marmalade sandwiches tucked safely under his hat. Yet behind the humour and heart-

warming mishaps lies a deeper narrative about cultural encounter and adaptation. Paddington’s journey 

from “Darkest Peru” to the bustle of London’s Paddington Station provides a lens through which questions 

of migration, belonging, and the transmission of cultural values can be explored. 

Michael Bond’s creation reflects more than just the adventures of a bear in a duffle coat; it stages encounters 

between differing traditions, languages, and social expectations. Paddington arrives as a stranger, carrying 

traces of one culture while learning to navigate another. Through his adventures, readers witness both the 

challenges and the rewards of cultural transmission: how values are negotiated, reinterpreted, and passed 

on across borders, families, and generations. 
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This article examines how Paddington Bear functions as a site of cultural storytelling. By tracing the bear’s 

adventures, it highlights the ways children’s literature can act as a bridge between cultures, offering young 

readers not only entertainment but also subtle lessons in empathy, adaptation, and the dynamics of living 

in a diverse world. 

Objectives  

To analyse how Paddington Bear represents cultural encounters between Peru and Britain, highlighting 

themes of migration, adaptation, and belonging. 

To explore the mechanisms of cultural transmission in the stories how values, norms, and traditions are 

conveyed across settings, characters, and generations. 

To examine the role of adventure in shaping cultural learning, showing how Paddington’s mishaps and 

journeys serve as vehicles for negotiation of identity and difference. 

Literature Review 

Scholarship on Paddington Bear consistently frames the series as a culturally significant narrative in which 

adventure operates alongside themes of migration, assimilation, and the negotiation of identity. Smith 

(2006) establishes the foundational argument that Paddington is constructed as an immigrant figure whose 

arrival in London foregrounds issues of Otherness and cultural adjustment. This focus on displacement is 

further extended by Grayson (2013), who interprets Paddington as a foreign subject situated within liberal 

British society, arguing that his politeness, good intentions, and mild misadventures create a politically 

palatable model of the “acceptable” immigrant. Studies of migration in the series, such as Laš (2018) 

demonstrate that Paddington’s adventures are not simply comedic episodes but narrative devices that 

expose moments of cultural friction, misunderstanding, and adaptation as he learns the norms of his new 

environment. 

More recent scholarship, including Seitz (2022), expands this discussion into contemporary politica l 

discourse by examining how Paddington has been mobilised within migrant-justice movements that resist 

hostile-environment rhetoric, suggesting that the bear’s adventures now resonate as symbolic acts of 

resilience and belonging. Several critics note, however, the limitations of Paddington’s assimilation 

narrative: Smith (2020) argues that his difference is often softened or erased in ways that render the process 

of cultural absorption overly harmonious. Film-based studies, such as Yang (2019), show how the 

cinematic adaptations intensify the dynamic between adventure and cultural encounter, using visual 

humour and metaphor to frame intercultural contact as cooperative rather than conflictual. Across this body 

of research, Paddington’s misadventures whether in the Brown household, London streets, or the broader 

public sphere function as both narrative entertainment and a lens through which anxieties about migration, 

belonging, and national identity are explored. Collectively, the literature positions Paddington as a cultural 

figure whose adventures illuminate the complexities, tensions, and possibilities inherent in processes of 

assimilation. 

Scholarly engagement with Paddington Bear has extended to emphasize the character’s enduring 

popularity and his role within the canon of British children’s literature. Studies in children’s literature often 

highlight Paddington’s humour, politeness, and moral lessons, presenting him as a safe, comforting figure 

for young readers (Hunt, 2001; Reynolds, 2011). Much of this work situates Paddington within the tradition 

of anthropomorphic characters that make complex social themes accessible to children. 
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At the same time, critics have noted the socio-historical context of Paddington’s arrival in 1958, a period 

marked by post-war migration and debates about national identity in Britain. Scholars such as Kelen (2014) 

and McCulloch (2018) argue that children’s books of this era often served as cultural tools, transmitting 

ideas of belonging, hospitality, and difference. Within this frame, Paddington can be read as a symbolic 

migrant whose experiences mirror the challenges of integration, adaptation, and cultural negotiation. 

More recently, cultural studies approaches have turned attention to Paddington as a transnational figure. 

Work by scholars like Bradford (2017) and O’Sullivan (2020) suggests that children’s literature plays a 

central role in shaping cultural imaginaries, particularly through stories of adventure and travel. Adventure 

in this sense becomes not merely entertainment but a vehicle for introducing children to themes of risk, 

discovery, and the navigation of cultural boundaries. 

Despite these contributions, there remains limited critical focus on the specific role of cultural transmission 

within the Paddington Bear narratives. While scholars have acknowledged migration and belonging, fewer 

have examined how Paddington’s adventures explicitly function as sites of cultural learning where values, 

norms, and practices are exchanged, misunderstood, and renegotiated. This study builds on existing 

scholarship by foregrounding cultural transmission as central to Paddington’s journey, thus linking 

children’s literature with broader discourses of intercultural communication and education. 

Research Gap 

Although Paddington Bear has been widely recognized as a classic of children’s literature, academic 

scholarship has tended to focus on its humour, moral lessons, and enduring popularity rather than its role 

in negotiating migration, cultural identity, and transmission of values. There is a noticeable gap in sustained 

critical analysis of Paddington as a literary figure of cultural encounter and adventure, especially in relation 

to broader questions of post-war immigration, cosmopolitanism, and intergenerational cultural education. 

By examining Paddington through the lens of cultural transmission, this study contributes to filling that 

gap, positioning the bear not only as a beloved children’s character but also as a mediator of cultural 

understanding. 

Scope and methodology 

This study focuses on Michael Bond’s Paddington Bear series, with particular attention to the cultural 

themes embedded in Paddington’s journey from “Darkest Peru” to London. The scope includes an 

exploration of how the narratives represent migration, adaptation, and cultural transmission through 

adventure. While the analysis is primarily literary, it also considers the historical and social context of post-

war Britain, especially discourses of immigration, identity, and belonging. The study does not attempt  to 

provide an exhaustive account of all Paddington adaptations (television, film, merchandising), but instead 

concentrates on the texts as vehicles of cultural storytelling and transmission across generations of readers.  
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Methodology 

The methodology of this study is qualitative, employing: 

1. Textual Analysis – Close reading of selected Paddington Bear stories to identify recurring motifs of 

adventure, cultural encounter, and transmission of values. 

2. Thematic Analysis – Examination of themes such as migration, hospitality, empathy, and 

miscommunication, and how they function within the narratives. 

3. Contextual Framework – Situating the stories within the socio-cultural context of mid-20th-century 

Britain, engaging with scholarly perspectives from children’s literature studies, cultural studies, and 

postcolonial theory. 

4. Comparative Perspective – Considering Paddington as both a fictional migrant figure and a cultural 

symbol, comparing his experiences to broader discourses of cultural adaptation and identity formation.  

This combined approach allows the study to trace not only the narrative adventures of Paddington Bear but 

also the ways in which these stories transmit cultural values and shape intergenerational understandings of 

belonging. 

Results and Discussion 

The analysis of Paddington Bear reveals three key findings about cultural transmission within the 

narratives: 

Paddington as a cultural mediator 

Paddington’s experiences in London highlight the process of cultural adaptation. His unfamiliarity with 

British customs whether queuing, navigating the Underground, or using household objects creates comic 

misunderstandings that simultaneously expose and reinforce cultural norms. These episodes act as subtle 

lessons for child readers: through Paddington’s mistakes, young audiences learn how culture is “done” and 

why certain practices matter. Thus, adventure serves as the medium through which cultural learning is 

transmitted. 

The role of hospitality and empathy 

The Brown family’s acceptance of Paddington underscores the value of hospitality toward strangers. Their 

willingness to accommodate his differences models empathy and inclusivity, signalling to readers that 

cultural difference can enrich family and community life rather than threaten it. This result aligns with 

broader scholarship that views children’s literature as a tool for cultivating tolerance and cross-cultural 

understanding. 

Transmission across Generations 

The stories function not only as immediate entertainment but also as vehicles of intergenerational cultural 

transmission. Parents and grandparents who read Paddington aloud to children engage in shared storytelling 

that embeds cultural values such as politeness, fairness, and perseverance. The bear’s adventures thus serve 

as a bridge between past and present, reinforcing traditions while also adapting them to new contexts. 
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Discussions  

These findings suggest that Paddington Bear operates on two levels: as a source of light-hearted adventure 

for children and as a symbolic narrative of migration and belonging for wider audiences. The bear’s status 

as a foreigner in London allows the stories to stage cultural misunderstandings that resonate with real -

world experiences of migrants, while keeping the tone accessible through humour and innocence. 

Importantly, the narratives reveal how children’s literature can transmit cultural values in a non-didactic 

way. Rather than preaching, the stories demonstrate through example showing how kindness, patience, and 

adaptability help navigate cross-cultural encounters. This positions Paddington as not merely a character 

of nostalgia but as a continuing site of cultural conversation, especially relevant in contemporary 

discussions of diversity and inclusion. 

Findings 

The analysis of Paddington Bear yields several significant findings related to cultural transmission and the 

role of adventure: 

Everyday Life as Adventure 

Paddington’s ordinary encounters shopping trips, train journeys, household chores are transformed into 

adventures because of his outsider status. These adventures reveal how cultural norms are embedded in 

daily practices and how they are negotiated when encountered by someone unfamiliar with them.  

Humour as a vehicle for cultural learning 

The stories use humour to soften cultural misunderstandings. Paddington’s mistakes are rarely punished 

harshly; instead, they highlight the quirks of British society. This allows child readers to absorb cultural 

lessons in a playful, non-didactic manner. 

Hospitality and inclusion 

The Brown family’s acceptance of Paddington demonstrates cultural transmission through kindness and 

hospitality. By welcoming him despite his differences, the narrative models inclusivity and positions the 

family as transmitters of cultural values such as fairness, empathy, and patience. 

Cultural Hybridity 

Paddington embodies cultural hybridity he carries elements of his Peruvian origin (his [suitcase, his 

politeness, his marmalade sandwiches) while adapting to British ways of life. His identity reflects a 

blending rather than a replacement of cultures, showing readers that cultural transmission involves both 

continuity and change. 

Intergenerational storytelling 

Reading Paddington together enables cultural values to be transmitted across generations. Parents and 

children engage in shared interpretation, reinforcing traditions while adapting them to contemporary 

contexts. 
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Limitations 

This study is limited in several ways. First, it focuses primarily on the Paddington Bear books written by 

Michael Bond, without providing a detailed examination of later film and television adaptations, which 

may offer further perspectives on cultural transmission. Second, the analysis is confined to literary and 

cultural interpretation rather than empirical research with child readers, which would provide additional 

insights into how cultural values are actually received and internalized. Third, while the study draws on 

postcolonial and cultural studies frameworks, it does not fully address the wide range of global readerships 

and localized receptions of Paddington Bear, which remain beyond its scope. 

Conclusion 

The adventures of Paddington Bear, though often presented in light-hearted and humorous terms, carry 

significant implications for understanding cultural transmission. From his journey out of “Darkest Peru” to 

his settlement with the Brown family in London, Paddington embodies the experiences of migration, 

adaptation, and belonging. His everyday misadventures highlight the implicit rules of British culture, while 

his persistence and politeness demonstrate how values are negotiated across cultural boundaries.  

This study has shown that adventure in the Paddington Bear series is more than narrative entertainment. It 

serves as a means of cultural learning, allowing child readers to engage with ideas of empathy, hospitality, 

and hybridity. By presenting cultural difference through the lens of humour and adventure, the stories 

transmit values across both cultural and generational lines, modelling inclusivity and resilience. 

At the same time, the figure of Paddington underscores the broader role of children’s literature as a site of 

cultural storytelling. His adventures remind us that narratives for young audiences can function as bridges 

between world’s real and imagined, local and global, offering lessons that extend beyond the page. In doing 

so, Paddington Bear continues to shape cultural memory, reminding readers of all ages that kindness, 

curiosity, and openness remain essential in navigating an ever-changing world 
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