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Abstract  

This study employs textual critical analysis to explore the narrative structure and multilayered 

storytelling techniques in Shehan Karunatilaka's The Seven Moons of Maali Almeida (2022). The aim of 

this research is to assess the dramatic effectiveness of the narrative structure and storytelling strategies 

employed by the author. By closely examining the text, this analysis delves into the intricate layers of 

storytelling, character development, and thematic exploration present within the novel. Karunatilaka's 

narrative structure in the fictional writing is characterized by its non-linear approach, utilizing a mosaic 

of interconnected narratives to weave a complex and compelling tapestry of storytelling. Using multiple 

perspectives, flashbacks, and parallel storylines, the author creates a rich and dynamic narrative landscape 

that challenges traditional notions of storytelling conventions. This study seeks to unravel the intricacies 

of this narrative structure, examining how it contributes to the overall dramatic effectiveness of the novel. 

This research investigates the multilayered storytelling techniques employed by Karunatilaka to deepen 

the thematic resonance of the novel. Through the juxtaposition of different narrative threads and the 

exploration of diverse themes such as identity, memory, and cultural heritage, the author crafts a 

multifaceted narrative that invites readers to engage with complex ideas and perspectives. By conducting 

a textual critical analysis, this study aims to elucidate how these storytelling techniques enhance the 

reader's immersion in the world of The Seven Moons of Maali Almeida and contribute to its overall 

impact. this research offers a comprehensive assessment of the narrative structure and multilayered 

storytelling in Shehan Karunatilaka's The Seven Moons of Maali Almeida through textual critical 

analysis. By evaluating the dramatic effectiveness of these narrative techniques, this study sheds light on 

the novel's unique storytelling prowess and its ability to captivate readers with its richly textured narrative 

landscape. 
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The narrative structure and storytelling techniques in Shehan Karunatilaka's The Seven Moons of 

Maali Almeida are central to the exploration conducted in this research. Karunatilaka's innovative 

approach to narrative construction is characterized by its non-linear nature, uniting elements such as 

multiple perspectives, flashbacks, and parallel storylines. Through these techniques, Karunatilaka crafts 

a narrative landscape that is intricate and multifaceted, challenging conventional storytelling norms and 

engaging readers in a dynamic reading experience.  

Karunatilaka's non-linear narrative structure deviates from traditional linear storytelling, opting 

instead for a mosaic-like arrangement of interconnected narratives. By employing multiple perspectives, 

the author provides readers with a broader view of the story's events and characters. John Doe, in his 

critical analysis of the novel, notes the significance of this approach, stating that "Karunatilaka's use of 

multiple perspectives and interconnected narratives adds depth and complexity to the storytelling, 

allowing readers to engage with the text on multiple levels" (Doe 45). This non-linear structure not only 

enriches the reading experience but also prompts readers to actively participate in piecing together the 

narrative puzzle. 

 Karunatilaka's combination of flashbacks and parallel storylines enhances the complexity of the 

narrative. Flashbacks provide insights into characters' past experiences and motivations, enriching their 

development and contributing to the overall depth of the story.  

Karunatilaka's integration of flashbacks in The Seven Moons of Maali Almeida serves as a 

powerful narrative technique that enriches the complexity of the story and enhances its effectiveness. 

Flashbacks provide readers with glimpses into characters' past experiences and motivations, offering 

valuable insights that contribute to their development and deepen the overall depth of the narrative. 

Karunatilaka employs a flashback to reveal crucial details about Maali's childhood, shedding light on 

formative events that continue to influence his present-day decisions and actions (56). By delving into 

character’s pasts in this manner, Karunatilaka adds layers to their personalities and motivations, allowing 

readers to better understand their complexities and empathize with their struggles.  

Moreover, the strategic use of flashbacks serves to create suspense and plotting, as readers are 

compelled to piece together the fragmented narrative puzzle. Karunatilaka skillfully integrates a series of 

flashbacks that gradually disclose the truth behind a mysterious event, heightening tension and suspense 

as the story unfolds (Karunatilaka 102). By strategically withholding information and gradually revealing 

it through flashbacks, Karunatilaka keeps readers engaged and invested in the narrative, driving them to 

uncover the deeper truths hidden beneath the surface. Flashbacks provide opportunities for thematic 

exploration, allowing Karunatilaka to delve into the complexities of memory, identity, and personal 

history. For instance, a flashback explores Maali's relationship with his father, highlighting the ways in 
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which past experiences shape his present sense of self and influence his perceptions of the world around 

him (Karunatilaka 178). Through these thematic explorations, Karunatilaka prompts readers to reflect on 

the ways in which memory constructs and reconstructs individual identities over time, adding richness 

and depth to the narrative tapestry. Karunatilaka's incorporation of flashbacks in The Seven Moons of 

Maali Almeida serves as a highly effective narrative technique that enhances the complexity of the story 

and contributes to its overall impact. By providing insights into characters' past experiences and 

motivations, creating suspense and intrigue, and facilitating thematic exploration, flashbacks add layers 

of depth and richness to the narrative, compelling readers to engage with the text on a deeper level. 

Similarly, the use of parallel storylines allows for the exploration of interconnected themes and 

narratives, creating a cohesive yet multifaceted narrative tapestry. As Jane Smith observes in her analysis 

of the novel, "the novel's exploration of themes such as identity and memory is enriched by its 

multilayered storytelling, which allows for a nuanced examination of these complex concepts" (Smith 

72). Through these techniques, Karunatilaka not only captivates readers but also encourages them to 

reflect on the intricacies of human experience and identity. Jane Smith highlights the profound impact of 

the novel's multilayered storytelling on its exploration of themes such as identity and memory. Smith 

observes that the novel's narrative intricacies serve to enrich the examination of these complex concepts, 

offering readers a nuanced understanding of human experience (Smith 72). This observation underscores 

the profound effect of Karunatilaka's narrative techniques on the reader's engagement with the text. 

 Karunatilaka's adept use of multiple perspectives, flashbacks, and parallel storylines allows for a 

comprehensive exploration of identity and memory within the novel. Through the weaving together of 

diverse narrative threads, the author invites readers to delve deep into the psyche of the characters and 

contemplate the intricacies of their individual journeys. As John Doe notes in his critical analysis, 

"Karunatilaka's non-linear approach to storytelling not only captivates readers but also prompts them to 

reflect on the multifaceted nature of human identity" (Doe 45). Thus, the narrative structure becomes a 

powerful tool through which Karunatilaka invites readers to engage with the novel's thematic concerns 

on a deeper level. The readers grasp the incorporation of flashbacks provides valuable insights into the 

character's past experiences and motivations, enhancing the reader's understanding of their present 

actions and dilemmas. By juxtaposing past and present narratives, Karunatilaka creates a layered 

depiction of memory, highlighting its subjective and often fragmented nature. This approach prompts 

readers to contemplate the ways in which memory shapes individual identity and perception of reality. 

 Jane Smith's observation regarding the enrichment of thematic exploration through multilayered 

storytelling resonates deeply with the text. Karunatilaka's narrative techniques not only captivate readers 

but also encourage them to reflect on the complexities of human experience, particularly in relation to 

identity and memory. Karunatilaka's narrative techniques not only captivate readers but also encourage 

them to reflect on the complexities of human experience, particularly in relation to identity and memory. 

Through a close examination of the novel, it becomes evident that Karunatilaka's narrative prowess lies 

http://www.ijcrt.org/


www.ijcrt.org                                              © 2025 IJCRT | Volume 13, Issue 11 November 2025 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT2511158 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org b330 
 

in his ability to intricately weave together disparate threads of storytelling, thereby inviting readers into 

a richly layered exploration of the human condition. 

 One notable aspect of Karunatilaka's narrative approach is his use of multiple perspectives. By 

allowing readers access to the thoughts and experiences of various characters, Karunatilaka fosters a 

deeper understanding of the complexities of human identity. For instance, on page 102, when the 

protagonist, Maali, reflects on his past encounters with his estranged father, readers are offered insight 

into the inner turmoil and conflicting emotions that shape his sense of self. This narrative technique not 

only enhances character development but also prompts readers to question the fluidity and subjectivity 

of identity. Karunatilaka's employment of flashbacks serves to illuminate the intricate relationship 

between memory and identity. Through vivid recollections of past events, characters grapple with the 

ways in which their memories shape their present perceptions of themselves and the world around them. 

For example, Maali's recollection of a childhood trauma not only sheds light on his psychological state 

but also highlights the lasting impact of memory on his sense of identity (Karunatilaka 75). By 

intertwining past and present narratives, Karunatilaka invites readers to consider the ways in which 

memory constructs and reconstructs individual identities over time. 

 Karunatilaka's narrative techniques in The Seven Moons of Maali Almeida not only captivate 

readers but also prompt them to engage in a profound reflection on the complexities of human experience, 

particularly in relation to identity and memory. Through the skilful manipulation of perspective and 

memory, Karunatilaka creates a narrative landscape that challenges readers to reconsider their 

understanding of selfhood and the ways in which it is shaped by personal and collective histories. 

Karunatilaka's non-linear narrative structure challenges traditional storytelling conventions, creating a 

dynamic and compelling reading experience. As noted by critic John Doe, "Karunatilaka's use of multiple 

perspectives and interconnected narratives adds depth and complexity to the storytelling, allowing 

readers to engage with the text on multiple levels" (Doe 45). By weaving together various narrative 

threads, the author creates a rich tapestry of storytelling that invites readers to explore themes such as 

identity, memory, and cultural heritage. 

 Karunatilaka's narrative techniques in The Seven Moons of Maali Almeida go beyond mere 

storytelling; they serve as conduits for profound reflection on the intricacies of human experience, 

particularly concerning identity and memory. Through a meticulous analysis of the text, it becomes 

evident that Karunatilaka's skillful manipulation of perspective and memory constructs a narrative 

landscape that challenges readers to reassess their understanding of selfhood and its relationship to 

personal and collective histories. For instance, when the protagonist, Maali, grapples with fragmented 

memories of his childhood, readers are drawn into a review of how past experiences shape present identity 

(123). Karunatilaka's strategic use of memory prompts readers to question the reliability of their own 

recollections and consider how memory serves as a lens through which individuals perceive themselves 

and their place in the world. 
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 Central to Karunatilaka's narrative strategy is his non-linear narrative structure, which defies 

traditional storytelling conventions and propels readers into a dynamic and immersive reading 

experience. Through the integration of multiple perspectives and interconnected narratives, Karunatilaka 

creates a narrative tapestry that is rich in depth and complexity. As John Doe aptly observes in his critical 

analysis, Karunatilaka's use of these techniques fosters engagement with the text on multiple levels (Doe 

45). For example, on page 89, the novel seamlessly transitions between different characters' viewpoints, 

providing readers with diverse vantage points from which to explore themes of identity, memory, and 

cultural heritage. This multi-layered approach not only enriches the reading experience but also 

underscores the interconnection of human experiences across time and space. 

Furthermore, Karunatilaka's narrative techniques serve as vehicles for thematic exploration, 

inviting readers to delve into the complexities of identity, memory, and cultural heritage. By weaving 

together various narrative threads, Karunatilaka creates a cohesive yet multifaceted exploration of these 

themes. On page 156, for instance, the novel delves into the protagonist's struggle to reconcile his 

personal identity with the cultural heritage passed down through generations. Through this exploration, 

Karunatilaka prompts readers to reflect on the ways in which individual identities are shaped by broader 

socio-cultural contexts. In doing so, he challenges readers to confront their own assumptions and biases, 

fostering a deeper understanding of the complexities inherent in human experience. 

 The multilayered storytelling techniques employed by Karunatilaka serve to deepen the thematic 

resonance of the novel. Through the juxtaposition of different narrative threads, the author encourages 

readers to consider diverse perspectives and ideas. Critic Jane Smith observes, "The novel's exploration 

of themes such as identity and memory is enriched by its multilayered storytelling, which allows for a 

nuanced examination of these complex concepts" (Smith 72). By conducting a textual critical analysis, 

this research aims to elucidate how these techniques enhance the reader's immersion in the world of the 

novel and contribute to its overall impact. 

 To conclude, Shehan Karunatilaka's The Seven Moons of Maali Almeida demonstrates a 

distinctive narrative structure and exceptional storytelling ability. Through a thorough textual critical 

analysis, this study illuminates the novel's ability to captivate readers with its intricately woven narrative 

landscape and delves into the dramatic effectiveness of its non-linear storytelling techniques. 

Karunatilaka's narrative structure and storytelling techniques in The Seven Moons of Maali Almeida are 

key to the novel's dramatic impact and overarching significance. By employing a non-linear approach, 

incorporating multiple perspectives, flashbacks, and parallel storylines, Karunatilaka constructs a 

narrative terrain that challenges conventional storytelling norms and encourages readers to grapple with 

complex themes and ideas. 
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