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Abstract 

This research paper presents a comparative analysis between the Gurukul system of education and modern 

schooling. The Gurukul system, rooted in Indian cultural and moral traditions, emphasizes spiritual and 

value-based learning, while modern schools are largely based on Western frameworks and emphasize 

academic and professional development. Through the integration of both systems, education today is 

becoming more effective. This study highlights key differences in structure, ethical teachings, lifestyle 

education, and the use of technology, based on interviews and observations from 3 Gurukuls and 3 modern 

schools. The findings suggest that a balance between traditional values and modern methods can create a 

more holistic educational experience. 
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Declaration 

Introduction 

In ancient Indian tradition, the Gurukul system has long been a cornerstone of education. Students lived 

with the guru, receiving knowledge in lifestyle, spirituality, discipline, and Vedic sciences. Today, this 

traditional system has been largely replaced by modern schools and colleges. This paper aims to compare 

the structural and philosophical differences between these two educational systems and analyze their 

respective goals. 

Methodology 

This research follows a qualitative approach. Data was collected through interviews and observation 

involving teachers and students from 3 Gurukuls and 3 modern schools. The focus was on real-life 

practices, value systems, and teaching methods in each system. 
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Discussion 

1. Educational Framework: 

 - The Gurukul system is based on one-on-one dialogue between teacher and student. 

 - Modern schools rely on classroom structures and textbooks. 

2. Moral and Cultural Education: 

 - Gurukuls emphasize religious teachings, morality, yoga, and cultural traditions. 

 - These elements are secondary or minimal in modern schools. 

3. Life Skills Education: 

 - Gurukuls teach self-reliance, service, and behavior. 

 - Modern schools focus more on career-oriented education. 

4. Use of Technology: 

 - Gurukuls rely on oral and behavioral methods of teaching. 

 - Modern schools use digital tools and smart technologies. 

Findings 

- The Gurukul system excels in moral education and spiritual development. 

- Modern schools promote scientific thinking and professional preparation. 

- A combination of both can provide a more complete and balanced education. 

Conclusion 

Education guides individuals toward the right path in life by eliminating ignorance. The Gurukul system 

offers spiritual and value-based education, while modern schools prepare students for practical and 

professional life. A balanced integration of both approaches can ensure comprehensive personal 

development. 

Suggestions 

1. Schools should incorporate discipline, morality, and value education inspired by the Gurukul model. 

2. Yoga, spiritual sessions, and life skill education should be added to the curriculum. 

3. Teacher training programs should include cultural and ethical modules. 

4. The Indian value system and culture should be more prominently represented in modern education. 
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