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Abstract 

Human trafficking, a crime that involves deceit, coercion, and exploitation, poses a significant threat to 

global civilization. The process of globalization, deeply embedded in the world economy, has amplified this 

threat. Globalization, characterized by increased integration, cross-border transactions, technological 

advancements, and investment flows, has inadvertently fueled the growth of human trafficking. This is 

particularly evident in the widening socio-economic disparities it creates, which traffickers exploit for their 

gain. 

The globalized economy has facilitated the expansion of human trafficking networks, especially in exploiting 

women and children. The rise of social networking platforms and advanced applications has made it easier 

for traffickers to engage in sexual exploitation on a global scale. Furthermore, improvements in 

transportation and communication have led to the establishment of red-light areas along highways, often 

disguised as small restaurants, further perpetuating this illicit trade. 

Despite these developments, much of the exploitation remains hidden due to the sophisticated operations of 

traffickers. This paper aims to analyze the impact of globalization on human trafficking for sexual 

exploitation in India. By examining the demand and supply dynamics in the global trafficking market, the 

paper identifies the factors contributing to both demand and supply chains. Additionally, it sheds light on 

the inevitable consequences of this nefarious market, emphasizing the urgent need for action and 

intervention. 
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1. Introduction 

Human trafficking represents the dehumanization of individuals, reducing human lives to mere commodities 

in the economic market. This crime has historical roots dating back to ancient times when women were 

traded for slavery and prostitution. It operates as a highly organized criminal activity, requiring extensive 

chains of operations and significant financial resources. While some groups specialize solely in human 

trafficking, others engage in various criminal activities simultaneously, utilizing corruption, technology, 

legal loopholes, and money laundering to sustain their operations. 

Understanding the intricacies of these trafficking networks is crucial for combating this nefarious business. 

Such networks often comprise individuals motivated by economic gains and political power, interconnected 

with larger transnational organized crime syndicates. They often hire external actors to intimidate victims 

and facilitate trafficking, leveraging corruption within public institutions to secure visas and transportation 

for victims. Despite efforts by law enforcement, the evolving nature of trafficking networks has made them 

increasingly professional, entrepreneurial, and difficult to detect. 

Globalization has significantly influenced the rise of sexual exploitation and sex trafficking, turning it into 

one of the fastest-growing criminal enterprises globally. The negative aspects of globalization, including 

economic inequality and increased migration, have contributed to a surge in human trafficking cases. 

Modern technology, particularly Information and Communication Technology platforms, has facilitated the 

recruitment, grooming, buying, and selling of victims by traffickers, making their operations more 

sophisticated and harder to trace. 

The expansion of transport and communication infrastructure, alongside the growth of hospitality industries 

catering to interstate and international tourism, has further fueled the exploitation of individuals, particularly 

in red-light areas and through call girl rackets. Despite existing laws, human trafficking continues to evolve 

due to the dynamic nature of exploitation methods driven by globalization. Consequently, the rates of sexual 

exploitation of women and children are escalating, highlighting the urgent need for effective measures to 

combat this grave violation of human rights. 

2. Human Trafficking and Sexual Exploitation: Interface 

Human trafficking encompasses a multifaceted realm where various forms of exploitation, particularly 

sexual exploitation, take place, severely infringing upon victims' rights and well-being. One of the primary 

areas of concern within human trafficking is prostitution, which remains a pervasive issue globally. In India 

alone, over three million women and girls are trafficked for sexual purposes, contributing to an estimated 20 

million individuals engaged in prostitution. Notably, a significant portion of Indian prostitutes are victims of 

trafficking, with reports suggesting that up to 80% of these women are trafficked individuals coerced into 

the trade. Tragically, children are also ensnared in this network, often pushed into prostitution by familial or 

deceptive means. 
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India's status as a tourist hotspot has further complicated the situation, fueling the demand for cheap labor 

and subsequently increasing the influx of migrant workers, predominantly males, who seek out sex workers. 

Studies indicate that India is witnessing a rise in child-sex tourism, with an estimated 1.2 million children 

trafficked annually for sexual exploitation or labor purposes. This demand for sex trafficking can be 

attributed to various factors, including individual buyers seeking sexual acts, profiteers in the sex industry, 

and cultural norms that indirectly contribute to trafficking. 

The advent of cyber trafficking has exacerbated the issue, with the internet becoming a platform for 

recruiting, exploiting, and trading victims. The proliferation of pornography, often associated with cyber 

trafficking, has led to disturbing trends where victims are forced to re-enact explicit acts captured on film. 

This perpetuates the cycle of exploitation and incentivizes traffickers to use children and women in 

pornography for financial gain. 

Bride trafficking is another concerning facet, where individuals, particularly women, are married off for 

trafficking purposes. This includes forced marriages, child brides, and practices like "Nikah-al-Mut-ah," a 

temporary marriage that can be exploited for legalized prostitution. India has a significant number of child 

brides, contributing to the global issue of child marriages and potential trafficking scenarios. 

Community-based sexual exploitation is deeply rooted in cultural norms and societal structures, pushing 

vulnerable groups like Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and backward communities into trafficking. 

Additionally, the entertainment industry has become a hub for exploitation, where women's sexuality is 

commodified for entertainment purposes, often leading to forced sexual activities and trafficking scenarios. 

Overall, human trafficking in its various forms continues to thrive due to complex factors such as economic 

disparities, cultural norms, technological advancements, and demand-side pressures, necessitating concerted 

efforts at both national and international levels to combat this egregious violation of human rights. 

3. Human Trafficking as an Organised Crime 

Human trafficking, ranking as the world's third-largest illicit market after drugs and arms, reaps a staggering 

$19 billion annually from forced prostitution alone. This organized crime involves a complex web of 

organizations operating globally, with a diverse range of actors orchestrating recruitment and operations. 

The process begins with recruiters targeting victims from various regions, forming a chain that facilitates the 

trafficking business. While navigating borders and checkpoints presents challenges, corrupt officials often 

aid traffickers in circumventing these obstacles, allowing them to transport victims across borders and into 

destination countries where exploitation ensues. 

The human trafficking market hinges on the interplay between supply and demand. Profitability relies on the 

availability of victims in countries of origin and the demand for these victims in destination countries. 

Unlike transparent markets, the trafficking business thrives on opacity, yet it yields substantial profits. An 

analysis by the International Labour Organization (ILO) reveals that demand for trafficking victims is higher 

in countries open to globalization and with a prevalent incidence of prostitution. Simultaneously, the supply 

of victims rises in countries of origin with high female youth unemployment rates. 
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From a demand perspective, globalization's promotion of free markets and reduced barriers between nations 

offers traffickers opportunities to expand their operations. Operating in a monopolistically competitive 

market, traffickers supply victims in various forms, charging premiums for young, virgin girls and lower 

rates for older women. This dynamic underscores how globalization dynamics and economic conditions 

intersect with the nefarious business of human trafficking, driving its profitability and expansion across 

borders. 

3.1. Supply and Demand: Push and Pull Factors of Human Trafficking 

The global trafficking market is heavily influenced by the interplay between demand and supply factors 

concerning victims. Push factors, originating at the victims' point of origin, are pivotal in driving this grim 

market. These factors, prevalent in rural areas where over 80% of the population resides, include poverty, 

unemployment, and discrimination. They primarily contribute to the supply of victims from poorer 

countries, making them vulnerable to exploitation. 

On the other hand, pull factors operate at the destination, luring victims with false promises of escape from 

push factors but ultimately subjecting them to further vulnerability. These factors, such as urbanization, 

industrialization, and technological advancements, entice victims to seek opportunities but often lead them 

into traffickers' traps. While push factors can be mitigated through societal development, pull factors 

contribute to heightened vulnerability. 

Although the demand and supply dynamics for human trafficking cases are generally similar worldwide, the 

specific factors driving trafficking vary due to geographical differences among states. These variations 

underscore the nuanced complexities of trafficking dynamics, influenced by a range of socio-economic and 

cultural factors in different regions. 

3.1.1.Supply Side/Push Factors 

Victims of trafficking primarily come from impoverished countries, where push factors like poverty, lack of 

education, and unemployment contribute to their vulnerability. For instance, in India, where about 28.5% of 

the population lives below the poverty line, poverty is strongly correlated with the likelihood of a country 

being a source or destination for human trafficking, as highlighted by studies from organizations like the 

Institute for Trafficked, Exploited & Missing Persons (ITEMP). While poverty itself doesn't directly cause 

trafficking, it creates conditions that make individuals more susceptible to other risk factors such as low 

education levels, rising unemployment, and limited livelihood opportunities. 

The nexus between low education levels, unemployment, and trafficking is evident, with over 70% of 

trafficked victims being illiterate and earning less than INR 70. In states like West Bengal, which accounts 

for 78% of trafficking cases in India, many victims report dropping out of school or never attending due to 

economic hardships. Unemployment acts as both a push and pull factor, prompting people to migrate in 

search of work while also making them susceptible to false promises of steady employment and better living 

conditions, especially after economic or pandemic crises. 
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Moreover, social and cultural practices significantly influence vulnerabilities to trafficking. Gender 

inequality, for instance, is a pervasive issue in India, where women face marginalization and discrimination 

across various spheres of life. India ranks poorly on gender inequality indices, with disparities in workforce 

participation, political representation, maternal mortality rates, and access to financial services. 

Discrimination based on caste, race, ethnicity, and migrant status further exacerbates vulnerabilities to 

trafficking. 

Traditional practices like early marriage systems and religious customs also play a role. Early marriage 

practices disadvantage young girls, limiting their education, autonomy, and safety. In some regions, 

religious traditions involve offering girls to deities, only for them to be sexually exploited later. Practices 

like "Devadasis" in South India and "Joginis" in Andhra Pradesh are examples where girls are exploited 

after being offered to gods. Similarly, cultural practices like "ChorkoShor" in Darjeeling contribute to 

trafficking by creating opportunities for abducting girls during certain rituals. 

3.1.2. Demand Side/Pull Factors 

Human trafficking is often referred to as the "dark side of globalization" because as the world becomes more 

interconnected, this heinous crime has seen a rapid rise in profitability and prevalence. The supply and 

demand dynamics play a crucial role in this scenario, with a high demand for sexual exploitation creating a 

lucrative market for traffickers to exploit. The advent of the internet and advanced technology has further 

fueled this illegal trade, especially in areas like child pornography and international sex trafficking. 

Globalization has significantly increased the demand for such exploitative activities. 

Advancements in technology have enabled human trafficking to infiltrate virtually every community, with 

traffickers using various modes of transportation such as airplanes, taxis, trains, and buses to transport their 

victims. India, for instance, serves as both a source and destination for human trafficking, particularly in the 

realm of child sex tourism. Victims from diverse backgrounds are often coerced into working as "orchestra 

dancers" in India, where they are trapped in debt bondage until they fulfill fabricated debts. Shockingly, 

even religious pilgrimages have become avenues for sex tourism, highlighting the pervasive and devastating 

nature of human trafficking. 

The travel and tourism industry inadvertently plays a role in facilitating human trafficking, as traffickers 

exploit these networks to transport victims across borders and within countries. This underscores the urgent 

need for concerted efforts at local, national, and international levels to combat this widespread and critical 

issue that thrives on the vulnerabilities created by globalization. 

4. Impact of Globalization on Human Trafficking 

Globalization has deeply entrenched itself in the global economy, creating an environment where various 

criminal activities can thrive. In many developing countries, especially those reliant on agriculture, essential 

facilities like education and skill development often lag behind. These countries become hubs for factories 

and workshops catering to developed nations, leading to a high demand for cheap labor. This demand often 

results in the exploitation of workers, including slavery and human trafficking. 
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The advancement of information and communication technology has further exacerbated the issue by 

providing easy access to the internet, leading to increased exploitation of women and children. Websites and 

social networking platforms have become mediums for buying and selling individuals for exploitation, 

closely linked with electronic and economic globalization. As a result, the number of sex workers has surged 

globally, particularly in developed regions like Western Europe and North America, where there is a high 

demand for such services. 

In India, globalization has significantly impacted the tourism industry, with improved infrastructure 

attracting both national and international tourists. The rise in luxurious accommodations has also led to an 

increase in demand for sexual services. Additionally, the influence of media, particularly television and 

films, has created a sense of glamour among young girls, driving some to seek easy money through jobs in 

hotels and bars where they are expected to dance to attract customers. 

5. Consequences of Human Trafficking  

Human trafficking has far-reaching consequences on individuals, communities, and governments. It strips 

victims of their fundamental rights, including identity preservation, education, healthcare, freedom from 

torture, and liberty. The costs of human trafficking are immense, ranging from sexual and psychological 

abuse to physical violence, economic exploitation, and the risk of diseases like HIV/AIDS due to sexual 

exploitation. The long-term effects can severely impact victims' emotional and physical well-being, often 

leading to post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and other mental health issues. 

Victims of human trafficking are under the control of traffickers, denying them basic human rights and 

treating them as commodities rather than individuals. Women and children are particularly vulnerable to 

trafficking, especially for sexual exploitation, which is the most severe form of trafficking. This exploitation 

violates not just their human rights but also leaves them in dire physical conditions. 

Human trafficking is a major security concern in India and globally, with trafficking occurring at an 

alarming rate. It is driven by various vulnerabilities that traffickers exploit, including situational, 

environmental, conditional, or forced circumstances. Globalization has facilitated trafficking through 

anonymous communications and internet facilities, enabling activities like sex tourism and online 

exploitation of children. 

Efforts to combat trafficking include numerous laws and programs, but the root causes often lie in societal 

beliefs and economic incentives. An integrated approach involving prevention, protection, and prosecution 

is crucial, along with rescue and rehabilitation of victims and strengthening coordination among 

stakeholders. NGOs play a vital role in prevention and awareness campaigns, and there's a need for 

improved social justice measures to protect vulnerable women and children from trafficking. Overall, a 

dedicated and comprehensive approach is necessary to ensure the safety and security of individuals 

vulnerable to human trafficking. 
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