www.ijcrt.org © 2024 1JCRT | Volume 12, Issue 4 April 2024 | ISSN: 2320-2882

IJCRT.ORG ISSN : 2320-2882

éb INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF CREATIVE
? RESEARCH THOUGHTS (1JCRT)
o

%a An International Open Access, Peer-reviewed, Refereed Journal

The Intertwined Dynamics Between Science
Fiction And Literature

Praveen Toppo

Assistant Professor
Department of English & Head of Department
Pandit Sundarlal Sharma (Open) University Chhattisgarh, Bilaspur, India

Abstract: This abstract delves into the symbiotic relationship between science fact and the imaginative realms
of science fiction and fantasy. It elucidates how science fiction authors draw inspiration from actual scientific
advancements to craft speculative narratives about the future, unbound by the constraints of reality.
Conversely, scientists find fertile ground in the imaginative landscapes of fiction, albeit grounded by the laws
of nature governing our universe. This dynamic interplay between imagination and reality is characterized by
a constant exchange of ideas, with each realm influencing and enriching the other. Science fiction serves as a
conduit for exploring the potential trajectories of scientific progress and its societal ramifications. Authors
extrapolate from current scientific knowledge to envision plausible futures, offering glimpses into the
possibilities and pitfalls of technological advancement. While these narratives may stretch the bounds of
reality, they often reflect deeper societal anxieties, aspirations, and ethical dilemmas associated with scientific
innovation. Conversely, scientists find inspiration in the speculative worlds of fiction, leveraging imaginative
concepts to fuel their research endeavours. Although inventions from fictional realms rarely materialize in the
exact form imagined, they catalyse scientific inquiry by challenging conventional thinking and prompting
exploration into uncharted territories. Through a nuanced examination of this interplay, this abstract
illuminates the intricate dance between fact and fiction, highlighting how both realms mutually inform and
shape our understanding of the universe. By embracing the synergy between imagination and empirical
inquiry, we foster a richer appreciation for the boundless possibilities inherent in the intersection of science
and storytelling.

Index Terms - Science Fiction, Philosophy, Literature, Fantasy.

I. INTRODUCTION

Science fiction is a modern body of literature only when it is written in the modern period as an extension
of modern science and philosophy. More strictly speaking, it is a classical type; and many writers, ancient
and modern, have used the same extensional method for purposes of entertaining and enlightening. Lost
worlds and utopias, flying ships that journey to the moon or faraway lands, strange and exotic races that dwell
in distant worlds-all of these themes have been frequently handled. Furthermore, the handlers have often been
men of much literary merit: Plato, Sir Thomas More, Francis Bacon, Swift, VVoltaire, and H. G. Wells, for
example.

On the other hand, there have been thousands of modern works dealing with man's conquest of space
or the invasion of earth from outer space which have had little value as literature. This bug-eyed monster
variety (known as BEM's in the trade), written in the Flash Gordon and Buck Rogers tradition, is too much
with us; but like juvenile delinquency, it, also, must be recognized, analyzed, and evaluated.
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Literature has been recognized as a mirror of human society. Meanwhile, juvenile science fiction, is

being an inseparable part of this tradition, not only is the reflection of the change in today’s children’s desire
and like or dislike but also can vividly manifest how postmodern lifestyle has shaped and changed
representation of childhood. The present study aims at making an in-depth analysis and evaluation of the
selected science fiction texts by Robert Heinlein, the major voice in the science fiction tradition of juvenile.
The revaluation of the subtle relationship of literature and science in general, and science and science fiction
in particular, therefore, it helps us to analyze, evaluate and understand the tradition of juvenile science fiction
texts by Robert Heinlein, such as Rocket Ship Galileo (1947), Space Cadet (1948), Farmer in the Sky (1950),
The Rolling Stones (1952), Starman Jones (1953), and Citizen of the Galaxy (1957). Such an attempt will
also explain how protagonists can serve as role models for children and how it is possible to obtain insights
into universal. By and large, the study finds out how the genre of science fiction practiced by juvenile writer
Robert Heinlein in a pragmatic way.

1. HUMANS AND SCIENCE

With the advancement of knowledge and civilization has come an expansion of man's systems of space
and time. It seems logical to assume that animals and the earliest of men were completely egocentric,
recognizing little beyond their own hunting grounds and the needs of the moment. Now travel and the
telescope have acquainted us with the size of the earth, the extent of the atmosphere, and the illimitability of
space and the cosmos.

In much the same way time has expanded. Until the eighteenth century, many men believed that time
began in the world on October 23 at nine o'clock in the morning in 4004 B.c. Since then, with the research
of Lyell, Laplace, Darwin, and others, the earth has aged from being six thousand years old to being two to
three billion years old. It is hypothesized that the earth is a part of a galaxy seven to twelve billion years old.
And ours is thought to be the youngest galaxy in the cosmos. No one has been brash enough yet to speculate
about the age of the cosmos. This continual breaking down of barriers, this destruction of finites and
absolutes has created a setting for modern science fiction. Authors have now been given an infinite amount
of room and time to move around in, and Ezekiel's saucer like wheel within a wheel and Jacob's belligerent
visitor from outer space have become common phenomena in a sci-fi world without limits.

It is quite difficult to define science fiction and any definition must necessarily be vague, because the
term is commonly used to cover a wide range of themes, from the most outlandish fantasy to the direct
expression of scientific fact in a fictional form. Most sci-fi is a logical extension of present scientific and
sociological trends into the near or far-distant future. Much sci- fi is the child of our gadget age, an age
preoccupied with the material aspects of life; and the plot is frequently built around time ma- chines,
mechanical brains, robots, and similar devices. And just as science fiction is the manifestation of a rather
noble and Faus- tian desire to know infinity, so it is also a symptom of a neurotic tendency to escape
conditions on this earth at this time rather than to improve them.

I11. LITERATURE AND SCIENCE

The science fiction plays important role in connection two separate worlds, the world of literature, and the
world of science. To rising of the science fiction as a genre, it is observed that there was tremendous gap
between these two streams, literature and science, C.P. Snow in his book The Two Cultures has referred the
ancient rivalry between intellect and imagination, resulting in, formation of science and humanities
respectively. It seems that literature was accepted and termed as the unproblematic ally (colleague) quite
separated from science, so far as the earlier period is concerned. The event of marking this shift, in the year
October 1987, the conference of newly created society for literature and science was held. The
comprehensive discussion and critical examination in respect of the subtle relation between literature and
science, has been described by N. Katherine Hayles in his article; ‘‘Literature and science’’. According to
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him three attitudes raised and play role of blending literature and science:1) Literature and science are the

related to using words- Rhetoric. 2) Literature and science as one of the concepts. 3) Literature and science
as culture. On several occasions it is observed that, literature and science are the two applications of one and
same ingredient. These two concepts are utilized by the artist, inventor, and scientist in all respect, so as to
achieving various goals. R. E. Mueller has referred both fields as “Communication phenomena.” The
structural communication is used by science to realize the truth of nature.

Certainly, a lot can be said against the use of sci-fi in high schools. The main objection is that good science
fiction, like the good man, is hard to find, and the purpose of education is to lead its charges uphill instead of
down. Therefore, it is the teacher's responsibility to determine the use to which he will put this type of
literature. More specifically, sci-fi has a strike against it, as far as most conservative readers are concerned,
because it is a craze, a rather long- enduring fad that has not yet achieved the status of Literature. To be
generally accepted will require a lot better literature than has been produced yet and possibly the participation
of accepted authors. Furthermore, most discriminating readers feel that sci-fi trappings are not necessary in
good literature where the author should analyze emotions and explore human relationships and spiritual
conflicts. They say that rocket ships and Martians detract from the purpose; and sometimes they are right.
There is another serious criticism of this type of literature: Science fiction, as the manifestation of earthbound
claustrophobia, has attempted to escape rather than assist this world, and it is often presented in a setting in
which the world is dead or is being destroyed. There is always present this strong desire to get away from it
all, to wipe the slate clean and begin again in another world, one often governed by an intellectual aristocracy
of scientists. This new world also supports a new mythology in which the unknown for which all search be-
comes God, the scientists become the priests and deliverers, and the new planet becomes the Promised Land.
Thus, reduced to technology, the universe becomes manageable and understandable and is thereby reduced
to a state of unreality which seems highly improbable at this time.

Literature and science are basically separate aspects of human mind, but due to the relation amongst each
other is not strained. These two fields, the scientific and the literary, never having inimical terns with each
other, these two activates have often gone side by side and each has been influenced by the other. Literature
has not different kind of plantation of sensuality; Literature was always having nexus with progress of time.
It never keeps scientific progress at arm’s length. Poetic visions of the eminent poets have not influenced
the science. The science and literature are always having the cordial relationship with each other and
influence has been created upon each other. Poets have been keen interest in science whereas scientists have
been deeply influenced by poetry. Both of them always realized that scientific and literary training would able
to achieve well brings about a mental tourist. The famous scientists, Like Tyndall, Darwin, Humphrey Devy,
Rown Hamillon, and Thomas Huxley, Jagdish Chandra Bose was having keen interest in literature. Sir Ronald
Ross, who wrote down his spiritual diary by consuming considerable period of seven years, has been
devoted to researches into tropical malaria in verse. Though there is basic difference in the attitudes of
scientist and literary artists, it has been prominently influencing upon each other. Any scientific theory,
which describes, the picture of the bygone years, could decide the change of tone in literature. The almost
regard and due respect has been shown by the literature to the scientific discoveries so theories put forth by
time to time.

IVV. SCIENCE AND FICTION

Now let us see what can be said for sci-fi, both as a type of literature and as something to disseminate among
high-school students. Perhaps the least appealing aspect should be considered first, i.e., a lot of it is trash.
But it must be remembered that it is not comic books, that it is trash without pictures, and that it requires
reading-and it might be mentioned that a certain amount of trash in the diet has been a part of every reader's
maturing fare. Even though much of it is fodder, which fills without feeding, it is reading, and it might
become the jumping off place from which the disinterested student proceeds to more profound works. There

[JCRT24A4008 ] International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org ] i764


http://www.ijcrt.org/

www.ijcrt.org © 2024 1IJCRT | Volume 12, Issue 4 April 2024 | ISSN: 2320-2882
are many people today to whom "those horrible pulps,” Ten Story Western and G-8 and His Battle Aces,

were fascinating steps in their growth as critical and intelligent readers, and many intelligent and critical
readers today turn to sci-fi when they are "up to here™ with learned journals, textbooks, and professional
studies.

As further stimulation for those who do not like to read, science fiction stories are highly suspenseful,
wildly adventurous, and sensationally loaded with one literary thrill after another. As pure escape literature
and there is nothing wrong with a certain amount of escaping-it is the best, for no other type places so
much time and space between the reader in his well-controlled imaginary world and the disordered
world of reality. And even though it is highly sensational, it is usually "good, clean literature," relegating sex
to the least important position in favor of a general devotion to exploration and science.

Another point in science fiction's favor is that it provides quite a bit of stimulation to the students to read
further in physics, chemistry, astronomy, mathematics, and related fields. Such popular scientific works as
Willy Ley's Satellites, Rockets and Outer Space, Arthur C. Clarke's The Exploration of Space, and Leo
Mattersdorf's A Key to the Heavens are just a few of the many scientific books for laymen which are usually
found in the sci-fier's library-and all of them can be found in inexpensive paperbacks. Many of the science-
fiction authors are recognized scientists (Isaac Asimov is a professor of biochemistry at Boston University;
E.E. SmithisaPh.D. inorganic chemistry; Arthur Clarke is chair- man of the British Interplanetary Society),
and most of those who are not, have enough of an understanding of scientific principles to maintain
probabilism in their stories. Beyond gaining an interest in the facts of science, the student reader also
becomes aware of the theorizing that necessarily precedes experimentation and comes to recognize the value
of the imagination and abstract thinking in the realm of the sciences. Generally, it leads to a healthy curiosity
about scientific phenomena, along with the realization that science is more than slide rules and test tubes.

At larger level, literature and science having intimate relationship with each other. The science plays
important role of finding truth whereas art is the preservation of truth. Both are not different but two sides
of a coin. Actually, the human being is the creation of complex things. Science is born from the insatiable
curiosity of his intellect and flourished exceedingly, so is the case with literature.

Also, sci-fi gives high-school students a depth and breadth of vision that just might counteract their extreme
provincialism. Normally, their everyday world is no larger than the here and now; the past is dead and
forgotten, and the future is beyond con- sideration. Science fiction can increase the size of the lens through
which they look at life and cause them to speculate on the majestic and unfathomable infinity of time and
place-and their own microscopic place in the cosmos. Ideally, this sort of speculation can lead to two things,
neither of which will harm modern teen-agers: a more realis- tic understanding of that which they profess to
worship and a sense of humility.

And finally, there is that small percentage of science fiction which is good literature, which has something
profound to say and says it well in a logically contrived plot with realistic characters, and which attains its
serious purpose through pleasant instruction. In its satirical intent, much of the better science fiction is in the
vein of More's Utopia, Bacon's New Atlantis, and Gulliver's various travels. This type, typical of which is
Aldous Huxley's Brave New World and George Orwell's 1984, uses the science-fiction devices of
exaggeration and extension of time and space to comment on religious, political, and sociological movements
of our own time. Much of it is bitterly against the science-minded society of today with its materialistic set of
values and its gadgetism, even though it incorporates scientific gadgets and terminology within its frame. A
lot of the best sci-fi deals with man's eternal problems with him- self, his gods, and his society, and although
it is true that these conflicts and dilemmas do not require Venus, 2194 A.D., as a setting, this does not detract
from the values discussed. And in some cases, the distance of time and space afforded by this type of literature
permits the reader to view the old problems with a new objectivity.
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In my view, science fiction undeniably holds a valuable place in high-school reading, albeit with certain
limitations. While there are numerous outstanding science fiction works that | wouldn't necessarily choose to
teach, | highly recommend them to students who express interest. Science fiction can serve as compelling
stimulation for those students who are not inclined towards reading. It offers an intriguing perspective on
scientific concepts and serves as a gateway to more complex topics in physics and astronomy. Furthermore, in
many instances, science fiction provides students with literature that is both enjoyable and intellectually
rewarding.

V. CONCLUSION

Undoubtedly, a profound connection exists between scientific fact and the imaginative realms of science
fiction and fantasy. Science fiction authors draw inspiration from real scientific and technological
advancements, yet they liberate themselves to speculate on the potential future trajectories of these discoveries
and their societal implications, often straying loosely from factual constraints. Conversely, scientists frequently
find inspiration within the imaginative landscapes of fictional worlds; however, they remain bound by the
immutable laws of nature governing our reality. While inventions conceived in fictional realms rarely
materialize in the exact form initially envisioned, they spark scientific curiosity and exploration. This dynamic
interplay between reality and imagination underscores a reciprocal exchange of ideas, enriching both domains.
Science fiction narratives serve as vehicles for envisioning potential future scenarios and exploring the societal,
ethical, and technological implications of scientific progress. Simultaneously, scientists leverage the
speculative concepts and thought experiments of fiction to expand the boundaries of scientific inquiry.
Although the transition from fiction to reality may not replicate the envisioned outcomes, the symbiotic
relationship between science fact and fiction catalyzes innovation, propelling humanity toward new frontiers
of knowledge and discovery.
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