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Abstract

Chhattisgarh, a state in central India, is home to a diverse array of indigenous tribes. These tribes contribute
significantly to the state's cultural richness and diversity. This paper provides an in-depth analysis of the major
tribes of Chhattisgarh, examining their social structures, cultural practices, and economic activities. It also
explores the challenges they face in the context of modernization and development. The research draws on

various sources, including government reports, academic studies, and field surveys.
KEY WORDS- Tribes, chhattishgarh, cultural, socio-economic.
Introduction

Chhattisgarh, often referred to as the "Tribal Heartland of India,"” has a significant tribal population,
comprising about one-third 30.62% of the state's total population (2,55,45,198) and the schedule tribes in
Chhattisgarh is 78,22,902. This paper aims to explore the lives of these tribal communities, their unique

cultures, and the socio-economic issues they encounter.
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Major Tribes of Chhattisgarh
1. Gond Tribe

Population and Distribution: The Gonds are one of the largest tribal groups in India, with a significant

presence in Chhattisgarh. They predominantly inhabit the districts of Bastar, Dantewada, and Kanker.

Culture and Traditions: The Gonds have a rich cultural heritage that includes vibrant festivals, dance forms
like the "Dandari™ dance, and traditional music. Their religious practices are deeply rooted in nature worship

and animism.

Economic Activities: Primarily agrarian, the Gonds practice subsistence farming, shifting cultivation, and
hunting. They are also known for their traditional crafts and beadwork.

2. Baiga Tribe

Population and Distribution: The Baiga tribe is concentrated in the northern districts of Chhattisgarh,
such as Bilaspur and Kabirdham.

Culture and Traditions: Known for their tattoo art, the Baigas have distinct cultural practices that include
unique rituals and medicinal knowledge. They have a semi-nomadic lifestyle and a deep connection with

forests.

Economic Activities: The Baigas rely on primitive agricultural techniques, gathering forest produce, and

traditional healing practices for their livelihood.
3. Maria Tribe

Population and Distribution: The Maria tribe, a subgroup of the Gonds, is primarily found in the Bastar

region.

Culture and Traditions: The Marias are famous for their "Ghotul" system, a youth dormitory that serves as a
center for social and cultural activities. They celebrate various festivals like "Muria Darbar” with traditional

dances and music.

-Economic Activities: Agriculture and forestry are the mainstay of their economy. The Marias also engage in
hunting and fishing.

[JCRT2407390 | International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org \ d307


http://www.ijcrt.org/

www.ijcrt.org © 2024 1JCRT | Volume 12, Issue 7 July 2024 | ISSN: 2320-2882

Aim
1. Analyze the social and economic status of tribes.
2. Study the educational and health-related issues of tribes.
3. Evaluate the awareness of tribal's rights and government schemes.
4. Provide recommendations to improve the social status of tribals.
Research design - 1. Discreptive method
2. Diagnostic method
Research method - Secondary Sources
1.Government Reports: Government reports, research papers, and census data.

2.Literary Sources: Books and articles related to tribal studies.

Challenges Faced by Tribal Communities
1. Land Alienation and Displacement

Tribal lands in Chhattisgarh are increasingly being encroached upon for mining, industrial projects, and

urbanization, leading to displacement and loss of livelihood.
2. Lack of Education and Health Facilities

Educational attainment and healthcare access remain low among tribal communities. Many tribal areas are

remote and lack adequate infrastructure, contributing to higher rates of illiteracy and health issues.
3. Economic Marginalization

Despite government initiatives, many tribal people live below the poverty line. Their traditional economic

activities often do not provide enough income, and they face challenges integrating into the modern economy.
4. Cultural Erosion

The influx of modern culture and values has led to the erosion of traditional tribal customs and practices.

Younger generations are increasingly moving away from their cultural roots.
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Government Policies and Interventions
1. Tribal Sub-Plan (TSP)

The TSP aims to bridge the socio-economic gap between tribal and non-tribal populations through

targeted development programs and financial allocations.
2. Forest Rights Act, 2006

This act recognizes the rights of forest-dwelling tribes to land and resources, aiming to secure their

livelihoods and preserve their cultural heritage.
3. Educational Schemes

Various schemes, such as residential schools and scholarships, have been introduced to improve

educational outcomes among tribal children.
4. Healthcare Initiatives

Health programs targeting tribal areas focus on improving maternal and child health, combating

malnutrition, and providing basic healthcare services.

Conclusion

The tribes of Chhattisgarh possess a rich cultural heritage and play a crucial role in the state's socio-economic
fabric. However, they face significant challenges that need to be addressed. through inclusive and sustainable
development policies. Preserving their cultural identity while ensuring their socio-economic upliftment

remains a key priority for policymakers.
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