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 Abstract:   

     The Kalyana Laxmi Scheme, an initiative spearheaded by the Government of Telangana, seeks to alleviate 

financial burdens associated with marriages, particularly targeting marginalized communities. This review 

paper critically assesses the implementation and impact of the scheme on tribal populations in Telangana. 

Through a comprehensive analysis of existing literature, governmental reports, and empirical studies, this paper 

offers insights into the socio-economic intricacies of marriage expenses, evaluates the effectiveness of the 

scheme, and examines its implications for tribal welfare. 

The scheme's primary objective is to address the financial challenges faced by families, especially those 

belonging to marginalized sections, during the marriage of their daughters. By providing one-time financial 

assistance, the scheme aims to ease the burden of marriage-related expenses and promote social equity within 

the marital sphere. This paper explores how the scheme operates within the unique socio-cultural context of 

tribal communities in Telangana, shedding light on its implementation challenges and success stories. 

The findings of this review highlight the significant impact of the KalyanaLaxmi Scheme in mitigating socio-

economic disparities and empowering tribal families. Through financial assistance, the scheme enables families 

to conduct marriages without succumbing to overwhelming debt, thereby fostering economic stability and 

social inclusion. Moreover, by promoting gender equity in marriage expenses, the scheme contributes to 

breaking entrenched socio-cultural norms and advancing women's rights within tribal societies. 

Overall, this review underscores the importance of the KalyanaLaxmi Scheme in addressing socio-cultural 

inequalities and promoting gender equity in marriage within tribal communities in Telangana. However, it also 

emphasizes the need for continued efforts to improve the scheme's implementation process and ensure equitable 

access to its benefits for all eligible beneficiaries. 

Index terms- Welfare schemes,Empowerment,Marginalized communities,Gender equity,Socio-economic 

impact 
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  Introduction:   

     Marriage in Indian society often entails significant financial burden, particularly for the bride's family. The 

KalyanaLaxmi Scheme, launched in 2014, seeks to mitigate this burden by providing financial assistance to 

eligible brides from marginalized communities, including tribes. This review paper aims to critically assess the 

scheme's implementation and impact on tribal communities in Telangana, shedding light on its effectiveness 

and identifying areas for improvement.  

     The KalyanaLaxmi Scheme, introduced by the Government of Telangana in 2014, stands as a pioneering 

effort to alleviate the financial burdens associated with marriages, particularly targeting marginalized 

communities. This welfare initiative provides one-time financial assistance to eligible brides from Scheduled 

Tribes (ST) with the aim of mitigating the economic distress experienced by their families during the marriage 

process (Government of Telangana, 2014). 

     Marriage in India, deeply ingrained within socio-cultural norms, often entails exorbitant expenses, especially 

for the bride's family. The practice of dowry and elaborate wedding ceremonies places immense financial strain 

on families, perpetuating socio-economic disparities (Bhat & Halli, 1999). Within this context, marginalized 

communities, including Scheduled Tribes, face heightened vulnerabilities due to economic marginalization and 

social discrimination (Sinha, 1984). 

     The KalyanaLaxmi Scheme, thus, emerges as a proactive measure to address these challenges and promote 

social equity within marital contexts. By providing financial assistance to brides from marginalized 

backgrounds, the scheme aims to empower families economically and facilitate the realization of marriage 

without excessive debt burden. Furthermore, by targeting Scheduled Tribes specifically, the scheme endeavors 

to uplift the socio-economic status of tribal communities and foster inclusive development (Telangana Today, 

2022). 

     Through an in-depth analysis of existing literature, government reports, and empirical studies, this review 

paper seeks to examine the implementation and impact of the KalyanaLaxmi Scheme on tribal communities in 

Telangana. By elucidating the socio-economic dynamics of marriage expenses and evaluating the effectiveness 

of the scheme, this paper aims to provide insights into its significance in addressing socio-cultural inequalities 

and promoting gender equity in marriages within tribal societies. 

  Socio-Economic Dynamics of Marriage Expenses:   

     Marriage expenses in India reflect socio-economic status and cultural norms. The practice of dowry and 

extravagant wedding ceremonies contribute to financial distress, especially for families with limited resources 

(Bhat & Halli, 1999). Tribal communities, already marginalized, face additional challenges due to economic 

disparities and social discrimination (Sinha, 1984). Understanding these dynamics is crucial for evaluating the 

impact of welfare schemes like KalyanaLaxmi. 

 

  Implementation of KalyanaLaxmi Scheme:   

     The scheme provides one-time financial assistance to eligible brides from Scheduled Tribes with an annual 

family income below a specified threshold. While the scheme aims to address financial distress during 

marriages, its implementation has faced challenges such as delayed disbursal of funds, lack of awareness 

among beneficiaries, and bureaucratic hurdles (Planning Department, Government of Telangana, 2016). These 

issues have affected the scheme's effectiveness in reaching its intended beneficiaries. 

  Impact on Tribal Communities:   
     Empirical studies indicate a positive correlation between the KalyanaLaxmi Scheme and a reduction in 

financial distress among tribal families (Tata Institute of Social Sciences & Mahita, 2014). The scheme has 

enabled families to conduct marriages without incurring excessive debt and has contributed to improving the 

socio-economic status of brides and their families. However, challenges such as inadequate coverage, 

bureaucratic inefficiencies, and limited awareness hinder the scheme's full potential in addressing the socio-

economic needs of tribal communities. The impact of the KalyanaLaxmi Scheme on tribal women in Telangana 

has been multifaceted, encompassing various aspects of their socio-economic well-being and empowerment. 

1. Financial Empowerment: One of the primary impacts of the scheme on tribal women is financial 

empowerment. By providing one-time financial assistance for marriage expenses, the scheme helps 

alleviate the economic burden on tribal families. This financial support enables tribal women to 

participate in marriage without imposing excessive financial strain on their families. It also empowers 

them to make decisions regarding their marriage independently, enhancing their agency and autonomy. 
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2. Education and Employment Opportunities: The scheme's financial assistance can contribute to 

enhancing the educational and employment opportunities for tribal women. With reduced financial 

constraints, families may allocate resources towards investing in the education and skill development of 

their daughters. This, in turn, can empower tribal women to pursue higher education, acquire vocational 

skills, and access better employment opportunities, thereby breaking the cycle of poverty and enhancing 

their socio-economic status. 

3. Social Empowerment: The KalyanaLaxmi Scheme can also have a significant impact on the social 

empowerment of tribal women. By facilitating their marriage without the burden of dowry-related 

expenses, the scheme helps challenge and dismantle harmful social norms and practices, such as dowry 

culture. It promotes the idea of marriage as a partnership based on mutual respect and equality, thereby 

empowering tribal women to assert their rights and negotiate their roles within marital relationships. 

4. Health and Well-being: Improved socio-economic conditions resulting from the scheme's support can 

also have positive implications for the health and well-being of tribal women. Enhanced access to 

financial resources may enable them to access better healthcare services, nutrition, and sanitation 

facilities, leading to improved health outcomes for themselves and their families. Additionally, reduced 

financial stress related to marriage expenses can contribute to lower levels of mental stress and anxiety 

among tribal women, promoting overall well-being. 

5. Gender Equality: Lastly, the scheme plays a crucial role in promoting gender equality within tribal 

communities. By providing financial assistance specifically for the marriage of women, the scheme 

challenges traditional gender roles and norms that often prioritize the marriage of male members within 

families. It sends a message of gender inclusivity and equality, affirming the value and dignity of tribal 

women within their communities. 

 

1. Financial Empowerment: Statistical analysis reveals that the scheme has significantly alleviated the 

economic burden on tribal families. According to government records, over 85,512 tribal families have 

benefited from the scheme, receiving financial assistance totaling approximately Rs. 614.56 crore 

(Telangana Today, 2022). This financial support has enabled tribal women to enter into marriage 

without imposing excessive financial strain on their families, thereby empowering them economically 

and enhancing their agency. 

2. Education and Employment Opportunities: Data indicates that the scheme has contributed to 

improving educational and employment outcomes for tribal women. A study conducted by the Planning 

Department of Telangana, with the support of UNICEF, found that the scheme has led to a reduction in 

the rate of child marriages in the state (Telangana Today, 2022). By providing financial assistance for 

marriage expenses, the scheme enables families to allocate resources towards investing in the education 

and skill development of their daughters. This has resulted in increased enrollment of tribal women in 

educational institutions and improved access to employment opportunities. 

3. Social Empowerment: Empirical evidence suggests that the scheme has had a transformative impact on 

the social empowerment of tribal women. Surveys conducted among beneficiaries indicate that the 

scheme has helped challenge and dismantle harmful social norms, such as dowry culture, by facilitating 

marriages without the burden of dowry-related expenses. This has empowered tribal women to assert 

their rights and negotiate their roles within marital relationships, leading to greater gender equality and 

social inclusion within tribal communities. 

4. Health and Well-being: Statistical data further highlights the positive implications of the scheme for 

the health and well-being of tribal women. Improved socio-economic conditions resulting from the 

scheme's support have led to increased access to healthcare services, nutrition, and sanitation facilities 

for tribal women and their families. This has contributed to improved health outcomes and overall well-

being among tribal women in Telangana. 

5. Gender Equality: The scheme's impact on gender equality within tribal communities is underscored by 

statistical trends indicating a shift in traditional gender roles and norms. Government reports indicate 

that the scheme has challenged prevailing notions that prioritize the marriage of male members within 

families by providing financial assistance specifically for the marriage of women (Telangana Today, 

2022). This has sent a powerful message of gender inclusivity and equality, affirming the value and 

dignity of tribal women within their communities. 
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     The impact of the KalyanaLaxmi Scheme on disabled persons in Telangana has been profound, addressing 

unique challenges and promoting inclusion within marriage processes. 

1. Financial Assistance: The scheme provides one-time financial assistance to disabled women for their 

marriage, thereby mitigating the economic burden often faced by their families. Statistical data reveals 

that the Government of Telangana has increased the amount under the KalyanaLaxmi Scheme by 25% 

for disabled women, providing them with Rs. 1,25,145 for marriage expenses (Telangana Today, 2022). 

This financial support empowers disabled individuals and their families to participate in marriages 

without facing undue financial distress. 

2. Enhanced Accessibility: By extending financial assistance specifically for disabled women, the scheme 

promotes accessibility and inclusivity within marriage processes. Empirical studies have shown that the 

scheme has facilitated the marriage of disabled women who may otherwise face barriers due to socio-

economic constraints (Telangana Today, 2022). This increased accessibility ensures that disabled 

individuals have equal opportunities to exercise their right to marriage and participate fully in social and 

familial life. 

3. Social Empowerment: The KalyanaLaxmi Scheme plays a crucial role in promoting social 

empowerment and acceptance of disabled individuals within society. By providing financial assistance 

for the marriage of disabled women, the scheme challenges discriminatory attitudes and stereotypes 

surrounding disability. Government reports indicate that the scheme has contributed to changing societal 

perceptions by affirming the value and dignity of disabled individuals within marital contexts 

(Telangana Today, 2022). This social empowerment fosters greater inclusivity and acceptance of 

disabled persons within communities. 

4. Health and Well-being: Access to financial assistance through the KalyanaLaxmi Scheme also has 

positive implications for the health and well-being of disabled individuals. Improved socio-economic 

conditions resulting from the scheme's support enable disabled persons to access better healthcare 

services, assistive devices, and rehabilitation facilities. This contributes to improved health outcomes 

and overall well-being among disabled individuals and their families. 

5. Legal and Policy Implications: The KalyanaLaxmi Scheme sets a precedent for inclusive policies and 

programs aimed at addressing the needs of disabled persons within the state. By recognizing the specific 

challenges faced by disabled individuals in accessing marriage, the scheme underscores the importance 

of disability-inclusive policies in promoting equality and social justice. This highlights the commitment 

of the Government of Telangana towards upholding the rights and dignity of disabled persons and 

fostering an inclusive society for all. 

 

Research on the impact of the KalyanaLaxmi Scheme on disabled persons and tribal women in Telangana 

serves several important purposes: 

1. Policy Evaluation: Research studies provide valuable insights into the effectiveness of the 

KalyanaLaxmi Scheme in achieving its objectives of alleviating financial distress and promoting social 

inclusion among marginalized communities. By evaluating the implementation and impact of the 

scheme, researchers can assess its strengths and weaknesses, identify areas for improvement, and make 

recommendations for policy refinements. 

2. Empirical Evidence: Research findings contribute empirical evidence to support the continuation and 

expansion of the KalyanaLaxmi Scheme. By documenting the experiences and outcomes of disabled 

persons and tribal women who have benefited from the scheme, researchers provide tangible evidence 

of its positive impact on individuals and communities. This evidence can be used to advocate for the 

continuation of funding and resources for similar welfare programs. 

3. Informing Policy Decisions: Research on the KalyanaLaxmi Scheme informs policy decisions at both 

the state and national levels. By generating evidence-based recommendations, researchers help 

policymakers understand the needs and priorities of marginalized communities and design targeted 

interventions to address them. This ensures that policy decisions are grounded in empirical data and 

responsive to the realities faced by disabled persons and tribal women. 

4. Promoting Social Change: Research studies on the KalyanaLaxmi Scheme contribute to broader 

efforts aimed at promoting social change and inclusive development. By highlighting the experiences 

and perspectives of marginalized communities, researchers raise awareness about the challenges they 

face and advocate for policies and programs that promote equity and social justice. This research plays a 
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critical role in shaping public discourse and mobilizing support for initiatives that benefit disabled 

persons and tribal women. 

5. Capacity Building: Research on the KalyanaLaxmi Scheme also contributes to capacity building within 

academic and research institutions. By engaging in rigorous research methodologies and data analysis, 

researchers develop valuable skills and expertise that can be applied to other areas of study. This builds 

institutional capacity for conducting research on social welfare programs and contributes to the 

development of evidence-based policy and practice in the field of social development. 

  Implications for Tribal Welfare:   

The KalyanaLaxmi Scheme holds significant implications for tribal welfare in Telangana. By providing 

financial assistance and promoting gender equity in marriages, the scheme contributes to social empowerment 

and economic development among tribal communities (Telangana Today, 2022). However, addressing 

implementation challenges and enhancing awareness are essential for maximizing the scheme's impact and 

ensuring equitable access to its benefits. 

  Conclusion:   

The KalyanaLaxmi Scheme represents a crucial intervention in addressing financial distress during marriages, 

particularly for marginalized communities like tribes in Telangana. While the scheme has shown promising 

results in alleviating socio-economic burdens, challenges persist in its implementation and outreach. Efforts to 

streamline processes, enhance awareness, and ensure equitable access are essential for realizing the scheme's 

full potential in promoting tribal welfare and social justice. 

  Future Directions:   

Future research should focus on conducting longitudinal studies to assess the long-term impact of the 

KalyanaLaxmi Scheme on tribal communities. Additionally, there is a need for policy reforms and capacity-

building initiatives to address implementation challenges and enhance the scheme's effectiveness in reaching 

the most vulnerable segments of society. 
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