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Abstract: 
The Naga people of Northeast India have a rich tradition of textile weaving, which plays a central role in their cultural identity. 

However, in recent years, traditional weaving practices have faced challenges due to modernization and changing lifestyles. This 

paper explores the importance of preserving Naga textile traditions and proposes strategies for revitalizing and sustaining the art of 

Naga weaving. Drawing on literature review and field research, this study examines the historical significance of Naga textiles, the 

cultural significance of weaving, the impact of globalization on traditional practices, and initiatives aimed at promoting Naga textile 

heritage. Through a comprehensive analysis, this paper highlights the urgent need for concerted efforts to safeguard Naga weaving 

techniques, empower local artisans, and promote awareness and appreciation of Naga textile heritage .The Naga people of Northeast 

India possess a cultural tapestry woven with threads of tradition, resilience, and identity. Central to this fabric are their exquisite 

textiles, each thread carrying the stories of generations past. However, in the face of modernization's relentless tide, these delicate 

threads are at risk of unravelling. This paper delves into the intricate artistry of Naga weaving, exploring its historical significance, 

cultural resonance, and contemporary challenges. Through a synthesis of literature review and field research, it uncovers the 

existential threats posed by globalization and the urgent need for concerted action to preserve Naga textile heritage. Proposing a 

journey "Back to Naga Loom," this study advocates for the revival of traditional weaving practices, the empowerment of Naga 

artisans, and the celebration of indigenous knowledge. By weaving together threads of tradition and innovation, we can ensure that 

the vibrant colors of Naga textiles continue to adorn the fabric of cultural diversity for generations to come 
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I. INTRODUCTION:  

 

The art of weaving holds a special place in the cultural heritage of the Naga tribes of Northeast India. For centuries, Naga textiles 

have been more than mere fabrics; they embody the identity, history, and values of the Naga people. However, with the advent of 

modernization and globalization, traditional weaving practices are at risk of being lost. This paper seeks to explore the significance 

of Naga textiles and propose strategies for preserving and promoting this invaluable cultural heritage .In the lush hills and verdant 

valleys of Northeast India, the Naga people have woven a cultural tapestry as rich and diverse as the landscape that surrounds them. 

At the heart of this tapestry lie their exquisite textiles, intricately crafted through generations of skill and tradition. Each thread tells 

a story, echoing the voices of ancestors and preserving the collective memory of a people bound by history and heritage .However, 

amidst the rapid march of modernization, the looms that once echoed with the rhythm of tradition now stand silent, their significance 

fading in the wake of changing times. The advent of globalization has ushered in an era of mass-produced textiles, threatening to 

drown out the delicate melodies of Naga weaving with the cacophony of commercialization .In this context, the preservation of 

Naga textile traditions emerges as a pressing imperative, not merely to safeguard a craft, but to uphold the very essence of Naga 

identity. This paper embarks on a journey "Back to Naga Loom," delving into the historical significance of Naga textiles, the cultural 

resonance of weaving practices, and the contemporary challenges faced by Naga artisans .Through a comprehensive exploration of 

literature and firsthand accounts from Naga villages, we seek to illuminate the intricate artistry and profound symbolism woven 

into every strand of Naga textiles. Our inquiry extends beyond the tangible threads of fabric to unravel the intangible bonds of 

community, memory, and belonging that are intricately intertwined with Naga weaving traditions .As we navigate the complexities 

of preserving Naga textile heritage, we are guided by a profound sense of reverence for the past and a shared commitment to shaping 

a future where tradition and innovation coalesce in harmony. The journey "Back to Naga Loom" is not merely a nostalgic return to 

bygone days, but a forward-looking endeavor to rekindle the flames of creativity, resilience, and cultural pride that have illuminated 

the path of the Naga people for centuries. 
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II. LITERAURE REVIEW: 

 

The literature on Naga textiles underscores their cultural and historical importance. Naga shawls, sarongs, and blankets are not only 

functional but also symbolic, often used in rituals, ceremonies, and social gatherings. Weaver communities, predominantly women, 

pass down their intricate techniques and patterns through generations, weaving stories of their ancestors into every thread. However, 

rapid socio-economic changes, urbanization, and the influence of mass-produced textiles threaten to erode this rich tradition. Efforts 

to document and preserve Naga textile heritage have gained momentum in recent years, with organizations and researchers 

collaborating with local communities to safeguard weaving knowledge and revitalize traditional practices. The intricate patterns of 

Naga textiles are not merely aesthetic; they are a living testament to the Naga people's cultural heritage and identity. Historically, 

Naga shawls, sarongs, and blankets have served as markers of social status, worn during ceremonies, festivals, and rites of passage. 

Passed down through generations, the art of weaving is deeply embedded in Naga traditions, with each motif and design reflecting 

the beliefs, rituals, and worldview of the community .In the face of rapid modernization and globalization, however, the threads of 

Naga textile heritage are fraying. The influx of mass-produced fabrics, coupled with shifting societal norms, poses a threat to 

traditional weaving practices. Younger generations, lured by the allure of urban life and modern conveniences, are increasingly 

disconnected from their cultural roots, leading to a decline in interest and appreciation for Naga textiles. Despite these challenges, 

efforts to preserve Naga textile traditions have gained momentum in recent years. Researchers, historians, and cultural activists 

have collaborated with Naga communities to document weaving techniques, record oral histories, and promote awareness of Naga 

textile heritage. Initiatives such as weaving cooperatives, skill development programs, and cultural festivals serve as catalysts for 

revitalizing traditional practices and empowering local artisans. Furthermore, the resilience of Naga weavers shines through in their 

adaptability and innovation. While preserving age-old techniques, they also embrace modern tools and materials, infusing traditional 

designs with contemporary flair. The sustainability of Naga textile heritage hinges on a delicate balance between preserving 

ancestral knowledge and embracing change, ensuring that the art of weaving continues to evolve while remaining rooted in its 

cultural heritage. As we embark on the journey "Back to Naga Loom," it is imperative to recognize the intrinsic value of Naga 

textiles beyond their economic utility. They are repositories of cultural memory, symbols of resilience, and bridges between past 

and present. By acknowledging the significance of Naga weaving traditions and supporting initiatives aimed at their preservation, 

we can weave a brighter future where the vibrant colors and intricate patterns of Naga textiles continue to adorn the fabric of cultural 

diversity. 

 

III. METHODOLOGY: 

This study employs a mixed-methods approach, combining literature review with field research conducted in Naga villages. 

Interviews with Naga weavers, artisans, and community leaders provide insights into the challenges facing traditional weaving 

practices and the strategies employed to preserve Naga textile heritage. Observations of weaving techniques, patterns, and motifs 

enrich our understanding of the intricate craftsmanship involved in Naga textiles. 

This study employs a mixed-methods approach to comprehensively examine the multifaceted landscape of Naga textile 

preservation. Drawing upon existing literature on Naga textiles and cultural heritage, we conducted an extensive review to 

contextualize the significance of traditional weaving practices within the broader framework of Naga identity and heritage 

conservation efforts. Additionally, field research was conducted in collaboration with local communities and weaving centers in 

Naga villages across the region. 

Semi-structured interviews were conducted with Naga weavers, artisans, and community leaders to gain firsthand insights into the 

challenges, opportunities, and strategies related to the preservation of Naga textile traditions. These interviews provided invaluable 

qualitative data, shedding light on the socio-cultural significance of weaving, the transmission of weaving knowledge across 

generations, and the impact of socio-economic changes on traditional weaving practices. 

Furthermore, observational studies were conducted to document weaving techniques, patterns, and motifs employed by Naga 

artisans. Through direct observation and participation in weaving activities, we sought to deepen our understanding of the intricate 

craftsmanship involved in Naga textiles and the symbolic meanings embedded within their designs. 

The combination of qualitative interviews and observational studies facilitated a holistic exploration of the complex interplay 

between tradition, innovation, and cultural preservation in the context of Naga textiles. By engaging with local communities and 

weaving practitioners, this study aims to amplify their voices, highlight their contributions, and contribute to the ongoing discourse 

on heritage conservation and sustainable development in Northeast India. 

 

IV. RESULT: 

Our findings reveal a deep-seated appreciation for Naga textiles among community members, coupled with concerns about the 

declining interest among younger generations. While globalization has introduced new materials and designs, it has also led to a 

dilution of traditional techniques and motifs. However, there is optimism among Naga weavers, who are actively engaged in 

initiatives to transmit their skills to younger members and adapt to changing market demands. Collaborative efforts between 

government agencies, non-profit organizations, and local communities are underway to establish weaving centers, provide training 

programs, and create market linkages for Naga textiles. 

Our study uncovered a profound appreciation for Naga textiles among community members, underscoring their integral role in 

cultural identity and social cohesion. However, this sentiment is juxtaposed with apprehensions regarding the future viability of 

traditional weaving practices. Globalization has ushered in an influx of mass-produced textiles, tempting younger generations away 

from the intricate art of Naga weaving. Despite these challenges, there exists a palpable determination among Naga weavers to 

safeguard their heritage. 

Through interviews with Naga artisans and community leaders, we observed a resilient spirit and innovative mindset prevailing 

within weaving communities. Many weavers have embraced initiatives aimed at revitalizing traditional techniques while adapting 

to evolving market demands. These efforts include the incorporation of contemporary designs and materials without compromising 

the authenticity of Naga textiles. 

Furthermore, our field observations highlighted the pivotal role of women in preserving Naga weaving traditions. As primary 

custodians of weaving knowledge, Naga women play a central role in passing down techniques and motifs from one generation to 
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the next. Their leadership in community-based initiatives, such as weaving cooperatives and skill-building workshops, underscores 

their commitment to preserving cultural heritage while creating economic opportunities for their communities. 

Collaborative endeavors between governmental organizations, non-profit entities, and local communities have emerged as a beacon 

of hope for the future of Naga textiles. Weaving centers have been established to provide training programs and technical support 

to aspiring artisans, fostering a sense of pride and ownership in their craft. Market linkages facilitated by these initiatives offer Naga 

weavers access to broader audiences, ensuring the sustainability of their livelihoods. 

In conclusion, our findings underscore the resilience and adaptability of Naga weaving traditions in the face of modern challenges. 

By harnessing the collective efforts of stakeholders and nurturing indigenous knowledge, we can chart a path forward that honors 

the past while embracing the future. The vibrant colors and intricate patterns of Naga textiles serve as a testament to the enduring 

spirit of a community determined to weave its legacy into the fabric of time. 

 

V. DISCUSSION 

The preservation of Naga textile traditions requires a multi-faceted approach that addresses socio-economic, cultural, and 

environmental factors. Empowering Naga women, who are the primary custodians of weaving knowledge, is crucial for sustaining 

traditional practices. Additionally, promoting awareness and appreciation of Naga textiles both locally and globally can generate 

demand and economic opportunities for artisans. Collaboration between stakeholders, including government bodies, NGOs, 

academia, and the private sector, is essential for implementing effective conservation strategies and ensuring the continued vibrancy 

of Naga weaving traditions.The preservation of Naga textile traditions is a multifaceted endeavor that requires a comprehensive 

understanding of the challenges and opportunities inherent in the cultural landscape of Northeast India. Building upon the insights 

gleaned from our exploration of Naga weaving heritage, this discussion section navigates the intricate intersections of tradition, 

innovation, and community engagement. 

Central to the discussion is the recognition of Naga textiles as not just commodities but repositories of cultural identity and historical 

narratives. As globalization accelerates the pace of change, Naga weavers find themselves at a crossroads, grappling with the tension 

between tradition and modernity. The influx of synthetic fibers and mass-produced fabrics poses a direct threat to the authenticity 

and integrity of traditional weaving practices. However, amidst these challenges, there emerges a palpable sense of resilience and 

determination among Naga artisans to safeguard their craft.Empowering Naga women, who are the custodians of weaving 

knowledge, emerges as a critical strategy for preserving Naga textile traditions. By providing access to education, training, and 

economic opportunities, we can ensure the transmission of weaving skills from one generation to the next. Moreover, initiatives 

aimed at reviving traditional motifs and designs not only contribute to cultural preservation but also enhance the marketability of 

Naga textiles in an increasingly globalized economy.Collaboration emerges as a recurring theme in our discussion, underscoring 

the importance of partnerships between government agencies, non-profit organizations, academia, and the private sector. By pooling 

resources and expertise, stakeholders can implement holistic conservation strategies that address the socio-economic, cultural, and 

environmental dimensions of the preservation challenge. Establishing weaving cooperatives and market linkages can create avenues 

for sustainable livelihoods, while educational programs and cultural exchange initiatives can foster greater awareness and 

appreciation of Naga textiles both locally and internationally.Ultimately, the success of conservation efforts hinges on the active 

participation and ownership of local communities. By involving Naga artisans in decision-making processes and honoring their 

traditional knowledge systems, we can cultivate a sense of pride and agency that sustains the vitality of Naga textile heritage for 

generations to come. The journey "Back to Naga Loom" is not merely a quest to preserve a craft; it is a testament to the resilience, 

creativity, and cultural richness of the Naga people. 

 

VI. CONCLUSION: 

In conclusion, Naga textiles represent a unique cultural heritage that must be safeguarded for future generations. By recognizing 

the significance of Naga weaving traditions, supporting local artisans, and promoting awareness and appreciation of Naga textiles, 

we can ensure the preservation of this invaluable cultural legacy. The journey "Back to Naga Loom" is not only about preserving a 

craft; it is about honoring the identity, resilience, and creativity of the Naga people. 
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