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Abstract:

In this world every human being is connected with karma or action. No one can live without action. In
the Gita Lord Krishna explained ‘karma Yoga’ when Arjun wanted to exit from the battlefield. The word
‘Karma’ means ‘action’ and ‘yoga’ means generally meditation or some breathing exercise. But in the Gita
“Yoga’ means the skill of union. According to the Gita ‘Karma Yoga’ refers to all human duties or activities
performing without any attachments. Karma Yoga is mainly based on Niskama Karma. Non-attachment
action is Niskama Karma, which is done without egoistic attachment to the result thereof. Such Niskama
Karma frees us from all bondage and helps us attain God. According to Gita every human being has rights
only in action, not in results. So every human being should give up the desire for action’s result.

Immanuel Kant is a famous philosopher in Western ethics. The three main points of his ethics are- the notion
of Goodwill, the notion of Duty for duty's sake and the notion of Categorical Imperative. According to Kant,
awill that is good in its own quality without conditions is a good will. The act of good will is to act according
to the dictates of conscience. Only goodwill is good. According to Kant, every man must be morally
completed, not controlled by any motive. Man will act only according to the dictates of his conscience. Which
implies duty for duty’s sake in morality. A moral Law is a universal Law that everyone should obey. Such a
Law is Categorical Imperative that everyone should obey without any condition. According to Kant, moral
action is the doing of duty for duty's sake under the dictates of conscience motivated by Goodwill. In this
paper, | have tried to make a comparative discussion between Karma Yoga of Gita and Kant's theory of ethics.
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