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Abstract:

This research investigates intermediate students’ perspectives on reading strategies aimed at improving
comprehension. Through the utilization of qualitative methods, such as in-depth interviews for data collection,
the study uncovers a positive reception among students in the Mahuadanr and Garu blocks towards reading
strategies, affirming their role in enhancing comprehension skills. While both high and low achievers
demonstrate similar strategy utilization, discrepancies in reading scores emphasize the critical importance of
effective implementation. Furthermore, the identification of variations in text characteristics across elementary
school levels in these blocks suggests potential gaps in adequately preparing students for advanced reading
skills. By shedding light on the challenges faced by intermediate students in attaining proficient reading abilities
in the Mahuadanr and Garu blocks of the Palamu region. This paper examines the reading materials provided
to intermediate students in the Mahuadanr and Garu blocks in the Palamu region, emphasizing the importance
of fostering reading habits to support learning and knowledge acquisition. This is an effort to enhance subject-
specific understanding and elevate educational quality at the grassroots level. The findings of this study provide
valuable insights that can inform educators or teachers to enhance reading outcomes and support the educational

advancement of intermediate students in the Palamu region.
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l. Introduction:

Reading comprehension is a fundamental skill that lays the groundwork for academic success and
lifelong learning. It is particularly crucial for intermediate students who are navigating through
complex texts that can be both challenging and rewarding. In the scenic Palamu region of
Jharkhand, where educational initiatives are actively working to improve learning outcomes,
intermediate school students are tasked with mastering reading comprehension. The Palamu region
is distinguished for its rich cultural heritage and natural beauty. However, the journey from
decoding words to understanding their deeper meanings poses a significant challenge that must be
addressed. This qualitative research study aims to delve into the reading preferences and strategies
of intermediate school students in Palamu. Through conducting in-depth interviews and analyzing
their interactions with texts, the goal is to uncover the complexities of reading comprehension and
illuminate the challenges and opportunities faced by students in the region. By understanding the
perspectives and experiences of these students, effective strategies can be identified for enhancing

reading comprehension and ultimately improving their academic achievements.

1. Finding from the Book Reviews

A recent study conducted on this subject revealed that students generally have a favorable attitude towards
reading strategies. This positive outlook highlights the potential in learning and academic success among
students. Both high-achieving and low-performing students utilized similar reading strategies. Research
conducted by the Center for the Study of Reading highlighted a notable phenomenon regarding the textual
landscape encountered by students as they progress in their reading journey*. The study identified a sudden shift
in the complexity of texts as children transition from beginning to skilled reading levels, particularly evident
between lower and upper elementary school phases. This abrupt change in text intricacy can pose a significant
challenge for young readers as they adjust to the heightened demands of more sophisticated content.

The study also compared school texts with popular trade books and revealed that school texts may not
adequately prepare students for the types of texts encountered by proficient readers. This underscores the
importance of aligning educational materials with the evolving reading skills and cognitive capacities of
students to ensure they are adequately equipped to navigate advanced texts.

The insights gained from students' perceptions of reading strategies and the abrupt shift in text characteristics
emphasize the multifaceted nature of literacy development. Recognizing the importance of effective strategy

implementation and understanding the dynamic challenges posed by different texts allows educators and

! Nisar Abid, et al. Relationships among students’ reading habits, study skills, and academic achievement in English
at the secondary level, Frontiers in Psychology, 27 January 2023
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policymakers to tailor instructional approaches and educational materials proactively. By empowering students

in their reading endeavors, a culture of avid readers and proficient learners can be fostered.
Strategies to Improve Reading Comprehension?:

1. Vocabulary Enhancement: Developing a robust vocabulary is essential for understanding written texts
and interpreting nuances effectively. Expanding one's lexicon enables better comprehension of words within a

text, leading to an enhanced overall understanding.

2. Questioning: Actively engaging with the text through questioning promotes critical thinking skills and
strengthens the connection to the material. By seeking answers within the text, readers can uncover hidden

themes and messages.

3. Utilizing Context Clues: Paying attention to the context surrounding unfamiliar words helps readers

infer their meanings and enhances comprehension of the entire text.

4. Identifying the Main Idea: Focusing on the central theme of a text aids in understanding the author's

intentions and extracting key points, fostering a cohesive understanding of the material.

5. Summarizing: Condensing main points into a summary reinforces understanding and aids in organizing

thoughts, facilitating connections between different parts of the text.

By implementing these strategies effectively, students can enhance their reading comprehension skills and
become proficient readers. It is essential for educators and policymakers to utilize these strategies to empower

students in their literacy development journey and ensure their academic success.

I11.  Methodology

The research methodology for this study involved selecting a sample of 100 students from Intermediate School
in Palamu. Participants were chosen irrespective of their reading habits to capture diverse perspectives. Semi-
structured interviews were conducted to gather in-depth insights into students' reading preferences and
strategies. The interview protocol was developed with input from experts to ensure its relevance and
effectiveness. The semi-structured format allowed for flexibility in questioning, enabling researchers to delve

deeper into participants' responses and perspectives.

2 Sande, Lisa van der et al. Effectiveness of Interventions that Foster Reading Motivation: a Meta-analysis, 11 February 2023
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The methodology adopted for this study involved a purposeful sampling method to select participants.

Purposeful sampling, as described by Fraenkel & Wallen (1993), entails choosing participants based on
theoretical knowledge, existing information, and specific research objectives. In this study, easy accessible case
sampling was utilized to ensure speed and practicality in the research process. While this method may lead to

results that are less generalizable, it allows for a detailed analysis of information resources in rich settings.

To enhance the rigor and comprehensiveness of the study, the interview form was divided into two
sections. The first section collected personal information, including gender, class level, and
reading habits. The second section comprised eight questions related to reading preferences, with
prompts such as "Why?" to encourage participants to elaborate on their responses. Participants
provided written responses, allowing for a detailed analysis of their perceptions and experiences
related to reading. By analyzing the data collected, valuable insights have been gained into the

factors influencing students' engagement with reading materials.

Our study sheds light on the significance of understanding reading preferences among intermediate
school students. By tailoring reading activities to students' interests and needs, educators can create
an engaging reading environment that nurtures a genuine love for reading. The lack of functional
research on middle school students' reading preferences underscores the importance of our study

in contributing to the existing literature on this topic.

Therefore, our qualitative study on intermediate school students' reading habits and preferences in
Palamu illuminates the nuanced ways in which students engage with reading materials. By
understanding and addressing students' preferences, educators can create a conducive learning
environment that promotes a lifelong passion for reading. Moving forward, it is imperative for
further research to delve into the intricacies of reading preferences among students to enhance

literacy instruction and cultivate a culture of reading in educational contexts.

Through the rigorous analysis of data collected from semi-structured interviews, this study offers
valuable insights into refining reading practices and promoting a love for literature among middle
school students. In the pursuit of academic success and intellectual development, understanding

and prioritizing students' reading preferences is paramount.

IV.  Analysis of data and Outcome of survey
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The study involved a comprehensive analysis of students' responses, which were categorized according to their

frequency and alignment with the study's themes. A thorough and unbiased approach was taken to consider all
responses. The data analysis process was informed by an extensive review of relevant literature, and responses

were carefully documented and analyzed with precision.
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The checklists presented encompass critical areas such as classroom observation, students' socio-economic
backgrounds, and teaching and learning assessments. The Classroom Observation Checklist delves into student
engagement, diverse learning styles, technology integration, teacher participation in activities, timely feedback
provision, and classroom management strategies. The Students Socio-economy Traits Check List explores
students' financial, emotional, and psychological challenges, communication of successes and setbacks with
teachers, economic and cultural constraints, and discussions on educational resources. The Teaching and
Learning Assessment Questionnaire evaluates students' comprehension of textbook content, post-reading
reflections, chapter relevance, ease of responding to questions, effectiveness of teacher communication,
textbook utility, and chapter adequacy for knowledge acquisition. These assessments collectively aim to offer
insights into classroom dynamics, students' socio-economic contexts, and the effectiveness of teaching and

learning practices.

A recent survey on students' reading habits has yielded valuable insights into the preferences and behaviors of

young readers across various grade levels:

Interest in Reading Material: One of the notable findings of the survey was that students, regardless of gender
and class level, showed a predominant interest in the subject of the text when selecting reading material. This
suggests that the content and theme of a book play a significant role in capturing students' attention and

influencing their choice of material.

Evaluation of Texts: Furthermore, students were found to evaluate texts holistically, taking into account factors

such as the type of book, physical properties of the text, and the author. This indicates that young readers pay
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attention to various aspects of a book beyond just its content, suggesting a nuanced approach to selecting reading

material.

Preference for Reading Material: It was noted that students generally preferred reading from printed resources
over screens. This preference for printed material could be attributed to factors such as tactile experience,

reduced screen time, or a sense of nostalgia associated with physical books.

Vocabulary and Text Complexity: Students expressed a preference for texts with a low number of unknown
words, indicating a desire to learn new vocabulary while also understanding the text without too many linguistic
challenges. This emphasis on vocabulary learning underscores the importance of language development in

reading education.

The findings of the survey shed light on the reading preferences of intermediate students, particularly those
from rural areas in the Palamu region. Factors such as genre, subject matter, text length, vocabulary complexity,
and author were identified as significant influences on their book selection. Educators working with
intermediate students in rural areas of Palamu should consider these insights when planning reading instruction
to better meet the diverse needs and interests of their young readers. By recognizing and accommodating the
unique preferences and habits of students from this specific region, educators can create a more engaging and
personalized reading experience that fosters a love for literature and learning among intermediate students in

the rural community of Palamu.

V. Conclusion:

In conclusion, the research on intermediate students' reading habits provides valuable insights for improving
reading education and promoting literacy among students globally. By acknowledging and addressing students'
individual preferences, behaviors, and challenges, educators can create a more engaging and effective learning
environment. This, in turn, can help nurture a love for literature, foster lifelong learning, and support students
in achieving their full potential. The qualitative analysis and survey conducted on intermediate students' reading
habits have shed light on the various factors that influence young readers' engagement with literature. It is clear
that students’ individual interests, habits, and preferences play a significant role in their reading experiences,
and educators must take these factors into account when designing reading instruction. One of the key takeaways
from the research is the importance of catering to students' preferences in terms of content and genre. By
providing reading materials that align with students' interests, educators can enhance engagement and
motivation, ultimately leading to improved reading comprehension. Additionally, the study highlights the
influence of text characteristics and reading strategies on students' reading experiences. By addressing

discrepancies in text difficulty and promoting effective reading strategies, educators can help students navigate
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challenging texts more effectively. Furthermore, the findings underscore the significance of providing engaging

educational materials to foster a love for literature among intermediate students. By exposing students to a
variety of genres, formats, and topics, educators can help cultivate a culture of lifelong learning and curiosity
about the world around them. This is particularly important in a global context, where literacy and access to

education are crucial for social and economic development.

For educators and policymakers in the Palamu region of Jharkhand, India, these insights are especially relevant.
By leveraging the findings from this research, educators in the region can tailor their reading instruction to
better meet the needs and interests of intermediate students. This, in turn, can help improve reading skills,

academic success, and overall literacy rates in the region.
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