
www.ijcrt.org                                                            © 2023 IJCRT | Volume 11, Issue 5 May 2023 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT23A5128 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org j295 
 

A REVIEW ARTICLE ON GESTATIONAL 

DIABETES MELLITUS 
 

Suryawanshi Shweta Dadaji*, Mairal Pooja Balkrushna**, Wani Gitanjali Suryakant1, Suryawanshi 

Vaishnavi Rajendra2, Shinde Kavita Raghunath3 

Author: B.Pharm Student*, Co-Auther: B.Pharm Student1,2,3 & Guide Assistant Professor(M.Pharm, 

Dept. Pharmaceutical Chemistry) 

Swami Vivekananda Sansth’s Institute Of Pharmcy(B.Pharm.), Mungase, Tal. Malegon, Dist. Nashik-

423201 

 

ABSTRACT  

Diabetes mellitus is a chronic condition that necessitates constant medical attention as well as patient education 

and assistance for self-management in order to avoid acute problems and lessen long-term effects. The most 

frequent medical problem associated with pregnancy is gestational diabetes mellitus (GDM). Pregnancy-

associated moderate to severe maternal hyperglycemia poses particular dangers for the mother and her unborn 

child related to diabetes. Gestational diabetes mellitus (GDM) is therefore a carbohydrate intolerance that has 

developed or been identified for the first time during pregnancy but is not diabetes. The prevalence of GDM is 

7% of pregnancies. Patients with GDM are more likely to experience preeclampsia, abnormal weight gain, and 

caesarean sections. Children born to moms who have GDM are more likely to experience macrosomia, birth 

injuries, and shoulder dystocia. These newborns are more likely to experience respiratory distress, 

hyperbilirubinemia, hypoglycemia, and hypocalcemia after birth. GDM is linked to both hypertensive diseases 

during pregnancy and to immediate pregnancy issues such excessive foetal development and obesity. However, 

the links between a variety of longer-term maternal and foetal health outcomes, such as lifelong risks for 

obesity, pre-diabetes, diabetes, and cardiovascular disease, have gotten less attention, and few health systems 

systematically address these crucial issues. This article examines historical and contemporary data on the use 

of demographic, clinical, and biochemical indicators to predict the development of GDM. We assess existing 

and prospective new diagnostic methods intended to most accurately detect GDM, and we further this study 

into a critical assessment of lifestyle, dietary, and pharmaceutical factors. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Diabetes mellitus is a chronic condition that necessitates constant medical attention as well as patient education 

and assistance for self-management in order to avoid acute problems and lessen long-term effects. Due to the 

complexity of diabetes care, approaches for multidimensional risk reduction are also required in addition to 

glucose control. There is a substantial body of research supporting a variety of therapies to enhance 

diabetes outcomes. [1] 

Moderate to severe maternal hyperglycemia during pregnancy carries special diabetes-related hazards because 

it may have long-term effects on both the mother and her unborn child. To distinguish it from type 1 or type 2 

diabetes that has already been diagnosed or maturity-onset diabetes of the young (MODY) in pregnant women, 

gestational diabetes (GDM) has been described as any degree of glucose intolerance that begins or is first 

noticed during pregnancy. Hence, under this wide definition of GDM, women whose glucose intolerance 

develops during pregnancy as well as those who have undiagnosed pre-existing diabetes are included. The 

distinction is crucial because, unlike the majority of foetuses whose mothers experience glucose intolerance 

during pregnancy, those whose mothers have pre-existing diabetes may be exposed to hyperglycemia in the 

first two trimesters of pregnancy, increasing their risk of a variety of single and multiple cardiovascular and 

other abnormalities (including central nervous system and musculoskeletal defects). The International 

Association of Diabetes and Pregnancy Study Groups (IADPSG) consensus panel recently advised that 

highrisk women who are confirmed to have diabetes at their first prenatal appointment be classified with over 

diabetes rather than gestational diabetes mellitus (GDM). [2] 

Type 2 diabetes, whose incidence is quickly rising around the world, is mostly brought on by genetic causes, 

along with acquired variables including stress, ageing, lack of exercise, obesity brought on by a high-fat diet, 

and lack of sleep. There is a definite trend in Japan towards delaying marriage and childbearing, and it is 

anticipated that more and more pregnant women with decreased glucose tolerance may experience gestational 

diabetes mellitus in the future. It is a known fact that pregnant women age 35 and older have a roughly 8 times 

higher incidence of GDM than pregnant women age 25 or younger. 

The prevalence of GDM is 7% of pregnancies. There may be a substantially higher prevalence and greater 

propensity for diabetes in certain minority populations. Patients with GDM are more likely to experience 

preeclampsia, abnormal weight gain, and caesarean sections. Children born to moms who have GDM are more 

likely to experience macrosomia, birth injuries, and shoulder dystocia. Upon delivery, these newborns are more 

http://www.ijcrt.org/


www.ijcrt.org                                                            © 2023 IJCRT | Volume 11, Issue 5 May 2023 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT23A5128 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org j297 
 

likely to experience respiratory distress syndrome, polycythemia, hyperbilirubinemia, hypoglycemia, and 

hypocalcemia, which can lead to obesity and type 2 diabetes later in life. [3] 

DEFINATION 

Gestational diabetes mellitus (GDM) is defined as any degree of hyperglycaemia that is recognized for the first 

time during pregnancy. [4] 

Macrosomia, the tendency for pregnant women with gestational diabetes to have large babies, can complicate 

labour and delivery. Prematurely low blood sugar levels are also more likely to occur in newborns whose 

moms with gestational diabetes. These people are more vulnerable to type 2 diabetes, heart disease, and obesity 

later in life. 

 CLASSIFICATION OF DIABETES IN PREGNANCY 

It is essential to categorise the anomalies of glucose intolerance that are observed during pregnancy for 

epidemiological and clinical reasons. Gestational diabetes mellitus (GDM), according to earlier studies from 

the World Health Organization (WHO), is either diabetes or glucose intolerance that is primarily discovered 

during pregnancy. There is insufficient good evidence from randomised controlled clinical studies to support 

this broad definition of GDM, which includes a category of "severe hyperglycaemia" (RCTs) . [5] 

Several studies looked into the relationship between a mother's glycaemic status and the outcome for both the 

mother and the foetus. Nevertheless, the design of these trials did not take "severe hyperglycaemia" into 

account. For instance, moms who had fasting blood glucose levels greater than 5.8 mmol/L and 2-h post oral 

glucose loads greater than 11.1 mmol/L were disqualified from the HAPO research. [6]  

Mothers with fasting blood glucose levels below 7.0 mmol/L and 2-h post oral glucose loads above 11.0 

mmol/L were excluded from the Australian Carbohydrate Intolerance Study in Pregnant Women 

(ACHOIS)[6]. Mothers with fasting blood glucose levels below 5.3 mmol/L were also disqualified from the 

experiment in a research by Landon  The International Association of Diabetes and Pregnancy Study Groups 

(IADPSG) has coined the term "overt diabetes" to refer to the category of extreme hyperglycemia that mimics 

pre-existing diabetes (PED).[7] 

Dr. Priscilla White created the original version of the traditional categorization system for gestational diabetes 

in 1949; this system is now known as the White's classification. Dr. White classified diabetes in pregnancy into 

groups from "A" (more favourable) to "F" based on the age at beginning, duration of the diabetes, metabolic 

problems, and vascular issues (less favourable). Several changes were made to the original White's 

classification before 1980. [8] 
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The first amendment was made in 1965 and included class "R" to indicate the existence of proliferative 

retinopathy while moving vascular problems to class "D." At a later revision made in 1972, class "D" was 

broken into five categories and GDM was added to class "A." White's categorization has recently undergone 

some changes, including the addition of GDM as a distinct new class and the deletion of classes "E" and "G." 

[8] 

The American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG) questioned the validity of the White's 

classification in clinical practise and advocated a different classification for GDM, including a note for the 

presence or absence of metabolic problems. [9] 

The phrase "diabetes in pregnancy" has recently been proposed to refer to all instances of hyperglycemia 

noticed during pregnancy, including PED and GDM. Pre-gestational type 2 diabetes mellitus (T2DM) and type 

1 diabetes mellitus are among the latter (T1DM) [10] 

GDM is characterised as any level of hyperglycemia that is identified for the first time while a woman is 

pregnant. This definition of GDM should be considered to encompass both cases of real GDM that emerge 

later in pregnancy and cases of undiagnosed T2DM "overt diabetes" that are discovered early in pregnancy. 

[10, 11, 12] 
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Fig. Classification of Diabetes in pregnancy 

GDM PREDICATION 

GDM PREDICTION As was already mentioned, many women who are today labelled as having "GDM" may 

actually have had undiagnosed hyperglycemia prior to becoming pregnant. The optimal preconception care in 

high incidence nations would include hyperglycemia screening as part of well-planned and resourced 

preconception care. This strategy, however, has some drawbacks because only around 40% of pregnancies 

worldwide are "planned." We cannot categorically claim that testing during early pregnancy is "predicting" 

GDM due to the lack of preconception testing. Early testing does, however, offer a chance to identify some 

women who likely already have problems in their glucose metabolism. For instance, in India, it has been 

claimed that at their first antenatal appointment, more than 70% of GDM women can be recognised. [13,14] 
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Additionally, it may be possible to identify a distinct group of pregnant women with glucose levels that are 

within the normal range in the early stages of pregnancy but who have a high chance of developing "standard 

GDM," which is normally identified by clinical traits and biochemical tests between 24 and 28 weeks of 

gestation. It makes sense, practically, to concentrate early intervention efforts on women with pre-pregnancy 

hyperglycemia, early-stage GDM, and high-risk GDM.GD A marker for (premature) cardiovascular (CV) 

illness in women and an erroneous precursor to eventual Type 2 diabetes. GDM and Type 2 diabetes share a 

number of underlying mechanisms, including insulin resistance, chronic metabolic inflammation, changes in 

adipocytokines, and modifications in many areas of metabolism, in addition to their shared sine qua non of 

hyperglycemia. The simplest models for GDM prediction stratify GDM risk based on one or more clinical 

variables. Van Hoorn et al. most recently assessed the effectiveness of these models.[15,16] 

Who came to the conclusion that the most accurate models for prediction were those that combined various 

clinical factors with early pregnancy glucose readings? Using demographic data and prior laboratory findings, 

machine learning or artificial intelligence techniques have recently been used to increase predictive capability. 

GDM is also linked to early pregnancy markers such pregnancy-associated plasma protein A (PAPP-A) and 

free b, which are frequently used to predict aneuploidy. Moreover, HCG are included in forecasting models 

Researchers in Sydney have reported that the use of numerous biochemical indicators in conjunction with 

clinical features can accurately predict GDM using stored serum samples from a first trimester screening 

programme [area under receiver operator curve (AUROC) 0.91-0.93]. These results need to be confirmed in 

separate cohorts, though. Early prenatal proteomic screening identified a number of possible protein indicators, 

including a cluster linked to insulin production, binding, resistance, and signalling for later GDM [17, 18]. 

According to Ravnsborg et al., vitronectin, which is linked to metabolic syndrome even when not pregnant, 

considerably improves the prognostic value of maternal risk variables. This could show to be a useful predictor 

in therapeutic applications. Proteomic technologies must first develop into automated, inexpensive laboratory 

tests because they are currently too difficult and expensive for routine use. [17,18] 

Extracellular vesicles (ECVs) have recently been studied as GDM markers. These circulating particles, which 

are predominantly formed from the placenta and adipose tissue during pregnancy, "package" a variety of 

possible protein and RNA molecules and deliver them to particular locations. James-research Allan's has 

shown that certain small ECVs are linked to GDM, and that giving rodents human ECVs from GDM patients 

causes insulin resistance and decreased insulin production, mimicking the pathophysiology of the disease. 

Micro RNAs, which are essential for the metabolism of glucose, are abundant in ECVs.Micro RNA-223 and 

micro RNA 23a were found to be highly predictive of subsequent GDM in first trimester blood samples, 

according to an exploratory case-control research by Yoffe  (AUROC 0.91) [19] This result for micro RNA233 

has been verified by a recent cohort investigation. [20 Recently, extensive research on the relationships 

between non-coding RNAs and GDM has been conducted, and the findings are encouraging.. [21] The 

required assays will also need to be modified to allow low cost, high throughput use in routine diagnostic 
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laboratories.In summary, cohort studies have revealed multiple potential early pregnancy predictors of later 

GDM.However, as is the case for These encouraging results from small studies need to be confirmed in 

independent cohorts using different biomarkers.They can include one or more clinical or demographic 

measurements, as well as data on early pregnancy's glucose levels and a complicated network of molecular 

indicators. Molecular biomarkers must both outperform clinical risk factors and straightforward glucose tests 

in predicting GDM and pregnancy outcomes and show cost-effectiveness in order to be useful in ordinary 

clinical practise. Practically speaking, they ought to be suitable for non-fasting testing in addition to other early 

pregnancy health screening procedures. Even though several biomarkers have a good correlation with 

subsequent GDM, none have been adequately developed as automated and affordable assays to be used on a 

regular basis in clinical practise. Yet, they provide important insights into the pathophysiology of GDM and 

could eventually be used in clinics. [22,23] 

Epidemiology  

The range of the reported prevalence of GDM was 1 to 14%. It depends on the population being investigated, 

the screening methods, and the diagnostic standards that were applied. According to estimates, the prevalence 

in the US, the UK, and the countries of Europe was 5%, 3-7%, and 2-6%, respectively. GDM was shown to be 

more common in women of African, Asian, Indian, and Hispanic descent. Numerous demographic studies 

revealed that type 2 diabetes, which was once a disease of the elderly, was now increasingly afflicting women 

during their fertile years. These research also revealed that the rising incidence of GDM parallels that of its 

type 2 group. The prevalence would continue to rise along with the new diagnostic criteria, which included 

more individuals with less severe hyperglycemia and an increase in the prevalence of obesity. [24] 

Diagnosis of GDM 

An oral glucose tolerance test (OGTT) given between 24 and 28 weeks of gestation is typically used to 

diagnose GDM. Since the majority of the physiological insulin resistance associated with the pregnancy would 

be fully established, this timing has typically been recommended for routine GDM diagnosis. The high rates of 

GDM diagnosis in early pregnancy seen in recent research from many regions of the world suggest that this 

assumption may no longer be true due to increased maternal ages, global levels of obesity, and other 

environmental risk factors. The necessity to rule out preexisting undetected diabetes at the earliest opportunity 

is increased by the rising prevalence of undiagnosed dysglycaemia (diabetes and pre-diabetes) in reproductive-

age women, calling into question the previous standard of testing between 24 and 28 weeks. The specific 

method [25] 

Alternative diagnostic strategies are however permitted for China, India, South America, and the United 

Kingdom under the pragmatic FIGO (26] recommendations, which take into account various health care 

environments. In the USA and Canada, there is a significant difference in the diagnostic methodology used. 

These countries often choose two-step testing, employing a non-fasting 1h "glucose challenge" test (GCT) 
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followed by an OGTT (100 gram or 75 gram) if the GCT result rises over set criteria. Additionally endorsing 

the need for early testing in addition to testing within the customary 24 to the 28-week window are FIGO, 

WHO, and IADPSG. [27] 

The ongoing argument over whether testing should be universal (for all pregnant women) or restricted to those 

with known risk factors that increase the likelihood of a positive test is another significant variance in testing 

techniques for GDM around the world. Universal testing is advised by FIGO, the IADPSG, and the American 

College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists (ACOG). [28] Even after accounting for a number of other 

maternal factors, such as BMI, the HAPO trial amply established that OGTT glucose readings are 

independently related with unfavorable pregnancy outcomes. A diagnostic technique focused on symptoms is 

obviously unworkable because GDM is almost universally asymptomatic. According to a cost utility study 

conducted in the United Kingdom (UK), universal OGTT is the most cost-effective option when the population 

frequency of GDM is more than 4.2%. There are currently no plausible estimations of GDM frequency that are 

lower than this limit. However, some organisations continue to advocate for risk factor-based screening, most 

notably the National Institute for Clinical Excellence (NICE) in the UK. The most recent Cochrane analysis is 

inconclusive, although a recent systematic assessment of economic analyses of GDM screening once again 

came to the conclusion that universal screening was the best course of action. In nations as disparate as 

Sweden, where only 31% of women underwent the screening test deemed appropriate for their documented 

risk factor profile, and the UK (61% appropriate screening according to risk factors), compliance with 

officially sanctioned risk factor-based screening regimens appears to be low. And in South Africa, Adam et al. 

found that, despite risk factors reducing OGTTs by 46%, this technique missed diagnosing 41% of GDM 

cases.Another Italian study found that risk factor-based screening would miss 23% of GDM patients. In 

contrast, a study from Sri Lanka, a nation with a high background prevalence of diabetes, found that only 13% 

of GDM cases would go unreported if risk variables were utilised to assess the need for OGTT.As a result, 

different populations experience risk factor-based screening in different ways. However, considering that risk 

factor-based screening is not properly implemented and that GDM and its related risk factors are becoming 

more prevalent in most countries, we propose standardised biochemical testing. [29] 

Clearly, an alternative inexpensive, repeatable, non-fasting test would be preferred to the glucose tolerance test 

because it is uncomfortable, resource consuming, and quite poorly reproducible.[30] Self-administered home 

OGTTs tend to work equally as well as lab tests and provide more convenience. Specific metres with stringent 

laboratory-based quality control may also give acceptable accuracy for fasting glucose testing, and FIGO has 

validated this strategy for use in limited resource settings.[31,32] 

An obvious substitute and frequently used for diabetes diagnosis outside of pregnancy is glycosylated 

hemoglobin (HbA1c). It appears to be of minimal benefit, except from the early pregnancy identification of 

undiagnosed hyperglycemia, and performs poorly in both the prediction of OGTT-diagnosed GDM and the 

prediction of pregnancy outcomes.[33,34] 
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Fructosamine (FA), glycated albumin (GA), and 1.5 anhydroglucitrol (1.5 AHG) are only a few of the various 

indicators of overall glycemia that have been studied. These markers have shorter half-lives, making them 

more indicative of short-term glycemic alterations. None of these markers are best used during pregnancy. 

Although FA is easily tested, pregnancy-related dilutional anemia affects it. Due to a lowered renal threshold 

for glycosuria, FA and GAvary are incorrect in the presence of albuminuria (as in pre-eclampsia) and 1.5 AHG 

in pregnancy. In more recent investigations, it was discovered that the glycated complement fraction GCD59 

was linked to early GDM and large for gestational age (LGA) newborns in a pregnant population with obesity. 

Now being conducted are larger prospective evaluations. The non-fasting marker of overall glycemia in the 

setting of pregnancy that is currently showing the most promise is GCD59. [35,36,37] 

 

RISK FACTORS  

1. A 25-year-old is deemed to be at low risk due to the age-related risk rise 

2. Being overweight or obese  

3. Family history  

4. Having prediabetes  

5. Having polycystic ovary syndrome  

6. Being of a certain race or ethnicity, such as Black, Hispanic, American Indian and Asian American 

7. Past history of pregnancy  

 women who have recently given birth to a huge child 

 Woman who have a history of GDM [38] 

 

Complications that may affect your baby  

1. Excessive birth weight.  

2. Early (preterm ) birth  

3. Serious breathing difficulties  

4. Low blood sugar ( hypoglycemia )  

5. Obesity  

6. Type 2 diabetes later in life.  

7. Stillbirth  
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Pathophysiology  

Progressive insulin resistance, which starts during moderate pregnancy and continues through the third 

trimester, is a disorder specific to pregnancy. Insulin sensitivity decreases by about 50% in late pregnancy. 

Increased maternal obesity and the insulin-desensitizing effects of hormones generated by the placenta are two 

major factors that contribute to insulin resistance. The fact that post-delivery insulin resistance rapidly drops 

shows that placental hormones are the primary cause. Human chorionic somato-mammotrophs (HCS, formerly 

known as human placental lactogen), bound and free cortisol, estrogen, and progesterone are all produced by 

the placenta. In the fetus, HCS promotes pancreatic insulin secretion, but in the mother, it inhibits peripheral 

glucose uptake. The hormone production increases as the pregnancy goes on and the placenta grows larger, 

which causes the body to become more insulin-resistant. The first and second-phase insulin responses, which 

are connected to beta-cell hypertrophy and hyperplasia, make up for this decrease in insulin sensitivity in 

pregnant non-diabetic women. Women, however, who lack this extra insulin secretory potential, develop 

GDM. Women with GDM may have one of two major types of beta-cell dysfunction: 

1. monogenic, or arising (as it most frequently does) against a backdrop of insulin resistance 

2. Autoimmune [3] 

MEDICAL NUTRITIONAL THERAPY  (MNT) 

Nutritional guidance should be provided to all GDM-afflicted women. For the needs of pregnancy, the food 

plan should supply enough calories and nutrients. [39] The cornerstone of treatment for women with GDM is 

MNT. In order to normalise blood glucose levels, the care of GDM specifically comprises calorie and nutrient 

restriction and modulation. The eating plan should ideally be created by a dietitian to meet the minimal 

nutritional needs for pregnancy and to achieve the desired glycemic levels without causing excessive weight 

gain or loss. Self-management treatment is called MNT. To help the women make the lifestyle adjustments 

necessary for effective nutrition therapy, education, support, and follow-up are needed. [40] 

The following dietary guidelines have been recommended as suitable for someone with GDM in order to 

address the various needs: eating frequent, short meals of slowly digested carbohydrates to maintain blood 

glucose concentrations; (ii) consuming roughly the same amounts of carbohydrates each day at meals 

(particularly if the GDM is not treated with insulin); (iii) allowing a moderate amount of sugar-containing 

foods to be consumed as long as it does not result in hyperglycemia or excessive weight gain; (iv) consuming 

at least five portions of fruits and vegetables each day; (V) consuming meat, fish, poultry, and low-fat dairy 

meals; (VI) striving to eat two servings of oily fish each week; and (V) drinking a pint of milk or its equivalent 

each day. Additionally, the most recent revisions to the UK National Institute for Health and Clinical 

Excellence's recommendations for pregnant women with gestational diabetes mellitus (GDM) recommend that 

women with prepregnancy BMIs greater than 27 kg/m2 limit their daily calorie intake to 105kJ/kg or less and 

combine this with moderate exercise lasting at least 30 minutes per day. [41] 
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MANAGEMENT  

In order to ensure a pregnant woman's and her unborn child's long-term health, gestational diabetes must be 

closely monitored and treated. The fifth international workshop conference on gestational diabetes 

recommended blood glucose levels of 90 to 99 mg/dL (5 to 5 mmol/L) for fasting, 7 to 8 mmol/L (140 mg/dL) 

for one hour after eating, and 6 to 7 to 1 mmol/L (120 to 127 mg/dL) for two hours after eating. [42] 

GLUGOSE MONITORING  

A pregnant woman with gestational diabetes can use self-glucose monitoring to check her blood glucose levels 

at any time and take action to reduce the long-term risks of diabetic problems for both her and her unborn 

child. Blood glucose metres come in a wide variety of designs, but they all function similarly and are generally 

accurate (although they are less accurate during episodes of hypoglycemia than during episodes of 

hyperglycemia).[43] 

Less intrusive continuous glucose monitoring systems are currently being evaluated by researchers; their 

effectiveness has primarily been tested in type 1 diabetes patients. However, the use of technology for 

continuous glucose monitoring devices in the clinical care of gestational diabetes is growing. In 71 pregnant 

women with type 1 (n=46) or type 2 (n=25) diabetes who were either given prenatal care with continuous 

glucose monitoring (n=38) or conventional antenatal care (n=33), Murphy and colleagues investigated the 

effectiveness of continuous glucose monitoring devices. When compared to diabetic women who were 

randomly assigned to receive routine antenatal care, women who were randomly assigned to continuous 

glucose monitoring devices had lower mean glycosylated haemoglobin concentrations at 32–36 weeks' 

gestation (5.8% vs. 64%).In addition, the researchers found that when comparing the continuous glucose 

monitoring intervention group to the control group, there were lower mean birthweight SD scores (0.9 vs. 1.6), 

lower median customised birthweight centiles (69.9% vs. 93%), and lower odds of macrosomia (0.36 vs. 0-13-

098). [44, 45] 

Similar results were found by McLachlan and colleagues who examined 68 pregnant women with diabetes 

(including 37 with gestational diabetes, 10 with type 2 diabetes, and 8 with type 1 diabetes) and evaluated the 

effectiveness of continuous glucose monitoring systems. These researchers also shown that, in over two-thirds 

(62%) of cases, data from continuous glucose monitoring devices led to changes in clinical management 

decisions, with an indication of undiagnosed and potentially deadly postprandial hyperglycaemia and nocturnal 

hypoglycaemia. [46] 
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NUTRITION AND DIET 

The first line of management for women with gestational diabetes is medical nutrition therapy together with 

supplementary activity for at least 30 minutes each day, in addition to blood glucose monitoring. Insulin 

injections or other antihyperglycemia drugs are given to patients who are unable to achieve their glycaemic 

objectives through diet and exercise therapy. 

Although a growing body of research indicates that nutritional support during pregnancy may have a 

significant impact on the prevalence and severity of gestational diabetes, the management of this condition 

through nutrition is contentious. [46] 

In a 2003 Cochrane analysis, women with gestational diabetes who were randomly assigned to primary dietary 

therapy or no specific treatment showed no difference in the prevalence of birthweights more than 4000 g or 

caesarean births. The authors came to the conclusion that there is insufficient data to suggest nutritional 

therapy for people with impaired glucose metabolism. However, the American Diabetes Association (ADA) 

advises that pregnant women with gestational diabetes undergo nutrition guidance and adhere to a diet that 

sufficiently covers their needs while limiting their intake of carbs to 35–40% of daily calories. This advice is 

supported by studies that shows better maternal and foetal outcomes can be achieved by limiting carbohydrates 

to 35–40% of total calories.Additionally, studies have demonstrated that limiting carbohydrates to 30–33% of 

daily calories (or roughly 25 kcal/kg real weight per day) may be advantageous for obese women with BMIs 

greater than 30. [47] 

EXERCISE 

Exercise during pregnancy can reduce difficulties for the unborn child, according to research. Prenatal exercise 

has been proven to delay or prevent the development of gestational diabetes. To determine if the quantity, kind, 

and intensity of prenatal physical activity and sedentary behaviors are related to the risk of developing 

gestational diabetes, Zhang and colleagues conducted a prospective cohort research in over 22 000 women. In 

comparison to women who watched less television and engaged in physical exercise, those who watched 20 

hours or more of television per week or more had a higher risk of acquiring the illness. Regular exercisers with 

gestational diabetes had a lower risk of giving birth to large-for-gestational-age children than non-exercisers. 

[48,49] 

PHARMACOLOGICAL TRETMENT  

When diet and exercise fail, as shown by an anomaly in more than half of self-monitored glucose readings or 

an abnormal value in women who are tested weekly, pharmacologic therapy is most frequently started. 

Numerous studies also found that pharmaceutical therapies had better results for women who did not achieve 

their goals with diet and exercise alone. Some women's GDM cannot be adequately controlled by diet and 

exercise alone, particularly those with a rather severe type of the disorder that appears earlier than in the third 
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trimester. In these situations, pharmacological treatment is necessary to lower circulating maternal glucose 

concentrations and the danger of increased foetal growth that goes along with it, as well as to prevent any 

harmful (for example, teratogenic) effects on the foetus if the medication being used for treatment crosses the 

placenta. Therefore, the following are the main pharmaceutical therapies employed in the therapy of GDM. 

[2,50] 

INSULIN THERAPY  

Pharmacotherapy with insulin is advised when individuals are unable to regulate their blood sugar levels by 

diet and exercise. A fasting blood sugar level of 95 mg/dL or more is a prerequisite for starting pharmacologic 

treatment, as are postprandial blood sugar levels of 120 mg/dl for two hours or 140 mg/dl for an hour. Insulin 

therapy is the gold standard when it comes to GDM treatments because it is secure and efficient. The short-

acting insulin analogues lispro (Humalog) and Aspart (Novolog), as well as regular and NPH insulin, are 

regarded as safe for use. [51] 

Our own insulin production can be "topped up" with an insulin injection at mealtime if blood glucose levels are 

climbing outside of the intended range. Insulin may be required at some or all of our meals. Sometimes we 

may need to "top up" the insulin that was created between meals and overnight. The extra slower-acting insulin 

may be needed at sleep as a result. The diabetic experts will inform us when and how much insulin we need to 

take.[52] 

Women with GDM who need insulin treatment can receive it without a hospital stay. The insulin dosage is 

based on the weight of the mother. Insulin is dosed in one insulin regimen at 0.7 units/kg of real body weight. 

This dosage is lower than for diabetic patients who do not have GDM. The goal of this more cautious form of 

treatment is to stop hypoglycemia. Two-thirds of the doses are given before breakfast (one-third regular insulin 

and one-third NPH insulin), making up the entire daily dose; the remaining one-third is divided into two doses 

(one-half regular insulin before supper and one-half NPH insulin before night).[51] 

A subcutaneous applicator of exogenous insulin should have similar pharmacologic characteristics to insulin 

released from the pancreas in healthy individuals in order to attain the near-normal glycemia. More attempts 

have been made to modify the insulin molecule in an effort to improve its pharmacokinetic characteristics. 

Changes in the tertiary structure can be made by altering the primary amino acid sequence, and these changes 

may have an impact on how molecules associate and how long insulin receptors remain bound. These 

alterations may also boost the mitogenic effects of analogues. Compared to conventional human insulin, the 

insulin lispro can better control postprandial hyperglycemia without raising the risk of hypoglycemia. Clinical 

investigations have shown that giving insulin right before a meal reduces postprandial hyperglycemia and the 

number of nocturnal hypoglycemia episodes more effectively than giving normal insulin 30 minutes 

beforehand. 
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On the usage of glargine during pregnancy, there is only one report. The type 1 patient was given glargine 

instead of NPH because she frequently experienced severe nighttime hypoglycemia episodes. The patient had 

never before experienced retinopathy, and pregnancy does not cause it. Women with gestational diabetes who 

receive insulin treatment see a decrease in surgical deliveries and birth trauma, according to a prospective 

nonrandomized trial involving 445 participants. The conclusion of this study still has to be supported by an 

RCT with sufficient power, though. 

There are no specific studies claiming that a certain regimen or kind of insulin is preferable in terms of 

influencing any perinatal outcomes. A typical first dosage is 0.7 units per kg per day, divided into two doses of 

one-third of the entire quantity given in the morning and one-third in the evening. Each dose contains one-third 

conventional insulin and the other two thirds NPH insulin. The safety of very short-acting insulin lispro, which 

can be taken with once-daily prolonged insulin ultra-lente, is supported by a recent study of 42 pregnant 

women with gestational diabetes. The best method for controlling blood glucose level is the simplest one. [53] 

ORAL HYPOGLYCEMIC AGENTS  

1. METFORMIN  

For the treatment of diabetes outside of pregnancy, metformin is a pill that has been used successfully for 

approximately 40 years. It is being used more frequently during pregnancy as a complement to or a 

substitute for insulin. [52] 

Metformin reduces the physiological increase in insulin resistance that occurs during pregnancy, which 

would be predicted to improve tolerance in pregnancy as it increases insulin sensitivity. For patients with 

polycystic ovarian syndrome (PCOS), the biguanide metformin during pregnancy has primarily been 

examined in the first 12 weeks of pregnancy. In women with PCOS, preliminary research suggests that 

metformin treatment throughout pregnancy may be safe and may lower the risk of miscarriage and the 

emergence of GDM. Metformin may also be used to treat GDM; a multicenter trial is now being conducted 

in New Zealand to investigate this possibility. [54] 

A smaller dose of insulin will function better thanks to the way that metformin makes it possible for insulin 

to perform more efficiently. This may imply that your own meagre insulin production, along with 

metformin to enhance its activity, may be sufficient to control blood glucose levels. In addition to insulin 

shots, metformin can be helpful. Combining these can help maintain insulin dosages low. Pregnancy 

outcomes can be improved by preventing excessive weight gain during pregnancy. Metformin does 

traverse the placenta, unlike insulin. Your diabetes doctor in the clinic will be pleased to talk with you 

about the various studies that have looked at the safety of metformin during pregnancy. Not everyone is a 

candidate for metformin. 
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Additionally, some medical issues or complications associated with pregnancy may indicate that insulin 

might be a preferable option. When using metformin, some people (2 out of every 10) may develop 

unwanted effects, such as stomach discomfort. These can be reduced by beginning with a low dose, 

increasing the dose gradually, and taking the tablet with or right after eating. [52] 

2. GLYBURIDE  

In the recent years, this sulfonylurea has been discovered as an alternative to insulin therapy for the 

treatment of GDM. Enhancing insulin secretion is its main effect. Glyburide seldom crosses the placenta at 

all. Glyburide has been proven to be an effective substitute for insulin for the treatment of GDM with 

effects for the foetus that are comparable. According to a survey by the American colleges of obstetricians 

and gynaecologists, 13% of obstetricians and maternal-fetal medicine specialists treat women with GDM 

who are unable to regulate their blood sugar levels with diet alone. Glyburide has the drawback that 

sometimes it takes more than one week to see the effects of titration. It has been discovered to be just as 

effective as insulin therapy for the treatment of GDM, although being less expensive and invasive than 

insulin. [3] 

Glyburide is a pregnancy category C drug. Glyburide is a sulfonylurea, which means that hypoglycemia 

can happen with any of them. With glyburide, hypoglycemia can occur anywhere between 1 and 5% of the 

time. The most frequent side effects are dermatologic (pruritis, urticaria, erythema, and maculopapular 

eruptions) and gastrointestinal (nausea, vomiting, dyspepsia). Jaundice is uncommon, however elevated 

liver function tests have been noted. From 3.2 to 4.1% of unfavourable effects occur on average. 

When choosing medicinal therapy for the treatment of gestational diabetes, it is crucial to identify those 

women who might fail glyburide medication in pregnancy. Conway discovered that among women with 

high FPG levels more than or equal to 110 mg/dl, 24% did not react to glyburide medication in an 

observational trial to look at characteristics predicting failure of glyburide treatment in gestational diabetes. 

Glyburide's ability to enter a breastfeeding mother's milk has been the subject of studies. There were no 

reports of neonatal hypoglycemia, and it seems safe for mothers using glyburide to breastfeed. But no 

decision-making body has approved the medication for regular usage in GDM. [55] 

3. ACARBOSE 

The effectiveness of acarbose in treating diabetic pregnant women has not been thoroughly studied. 

Acarbose was used to control the blood sugar levels of six women in a report from Mexico. The 

pregnancies were complicated by the healthy baby deliveries. The increased amount of starch in the bowels 

of the women treated with acarbose may be the cause of the potential adverse (albeit unproven) effect of 

acarbose on pregnancy. The bacterial breakdown of starch results in the buildup of butyrate, which could 

enhance the release of prostaglandin E and have harmful effects on pregnancy. 
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Two preliminary investigations suggest that acarbose is effective in lowering postprandial glucose 

excursions in GDM, albeit with the expected high frequency of cramps since it is poorly absorbed from the 

gastrointestinal system. Safety and potential transplacental transit have not been thoroughly assessed, and 

only a small percentage of this medication may be absorbed systemically.[55] 

 

CONCLUSION  

In order to effectively manage gestational diabetes, the clinical state of each individual case must be 

determined over time. Obstetricians, gynaecologists, nutritionists, paediatricians, cardiovascular 

nephrologists, ophthalmologists, and nursing staff provide multidisciplinary management and treatment in 

addition to the cooperation of family members. 

Obstetricians and endocrinologists continue to face challenges in providing GDM with the best possible 

care. The most popular treatment for GDM, MNT, is sufficient when used as directed. When 

pharmacological treatment is required, human insulin is the drug of choice. Regular human insulin may be 

replaced by fast-acting insulin analogues. Due to the lack of available data, long-acting analogues are not 

currently advised for use during pregnancy. In GDM, the transition from insulin to OHAs has been 

fantastic. OHAs are now seated at the highest levels of GDM management. Both glyburide and metformin 

have been proven to be affordable, safe, and efficient treatments for gestational diabetes  

They have also been confirmed to be safe for breastfed babies. Before they can be suggested as first-line 

treatments for pre-gestational and gestational diabetes, more research is required to determine the risks and 

advantages of these and other oral hypoglycemic medications. They can, however, be utilised when insulin 

delivery is either impractical or the patient does not tolerate it. 

Obstetricians and endocrinologists must work together to provide GDM patients with the best care 

possible, but a proactive clinician is most important. Let's work together to efficiently manage the GDM for 

both the current generation and future generations.  
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