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Abstract:

In light of India's changing relationship with its tribal or indigenous people, this paper seeks to
examine 'tribal' production in colonial India and how this affected contemporary Indian understandings of
status in. While this paper argues that public policies operate in a myriad of ways of defining, imagining and
representing target populations, this paper seeks to explore classifications a controversial and multifaceted
identity that such communities have appropriated, discarded and appropriated since colonial times thus
examining the ideologies that informed and formed caste systems in independent India, engaged with them
and becomes .A Critical Analysis of the Historical Stories of Indian Tribal People in Indian History
Textbook, Our Past Part Il Part I, published by the Board of Education Research Training (NCERT) is
implemented in every middle school in India as a. Where there is excess in the dominant mind. It has played
an important role in selection and Aboriginal references in the textbook. However, these psychological
factors. It is not limited to the following: Aborigines are portrayed primarily as one; they Religious religions
do not share Hinduism; and tribal knowledge Languages are made cheaper; and finally, new perspectives on
Aboriginal childhood, e.g. Child labor is eliminated. They present the livelihood that is the essence of Indian

tribal life Unqualified for skilled labor and professional work like most Indians.
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. INTRODUCTION
The country had to be defended through a large number of Indians Special arrangements created by

the British colonial state, challenging all of them. The concept of exceptionalism also refers to ‘races’ as
distinct — and. vulnerable — supported by opposing interest groups over the years, such legislation again The
resurgence of constitutional provisions in post-independence India. Debate on race: Aboriginal subjectivity

has been resurrected today in the context of national development system. When national policies are
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formulated on the basis of certain assumptions and. Understanding such communities, the state also seeks to
actively popularize and. It pushes the groups personal nature and their relationships with others. These
multiple reasons have contributed to identities and categorizations imposed, and ‘Aboriginal’ communities
since colonial times. So, today we have a wider vocabulary and. Translations — each with its own cultural
elements — made The state intervenes in tribal life. This case is notions and ideologies — from 19th-century
colonial rule to the 1950s — reported that and shaped India’s ‘tribal” policies. and even in the idea of forming
it, he shows New policies for fair and equitable development of ‘tribal” communities, the. Postcolonial India
is mired in ideology and ideological politics, political predicament that reproduced colonial rhetoric and
much of the colonial period and such communities are represented.

Independence struggle : Race and Tribes

There are many historical narratives that focus on tribes throughout human history. The history of Native
American tribes in North America is a significant subject of study. These narratives often focus on major
tribes such as the Cherokee, Apache, Navajo, Iroquois, and Sioux, detailing their culture, traditions,
conflicts with European settlers, forced removals, and efforts to preserve their heritage. African tribes have a
rich and diverse history. The narratives on African tribes often explore topics such as the Kingdom of
Axum, Mali Empire, Zulu Kingdom, and Ashanti Empire. These stories highlight the political, social, and
cultural aspects of these tribes, as well as their interactions with colonial powers.Celtic Tribes: The Celtic
tribes were a diverse group of people who inhabited large parts of Europe, including present-day Ireland,
Scotland, Wales, and France. Historical narratives on Celtic tribes often delve into their political structures,
warfare, art, language, and their interactions with the Roman Empire. These are just a few examples of the
many historical narratives that examine the diverse and fascinating stories of tribes throughout different
regions and periods of history.

During the Indian Independence movement, race and tribes played a significant role in shaping the political
and social landscape of the country. India is a diverse nation with a rich tapestry of races and tribes, each
with their own distinct cultural, linguistic, and social identities.

The movement for independence from British colonial rule in India was a unifying force that brought
together people from various races and tribes. Leaders emphasized the importance of unity and inclusivity,
transcending divisions based on race or tribe.

The tribal role in independence refers to the involvement and contribution of indigenous tribes or ethnic
groups in the struggle for independence from colonial rule. In many parts of the world, indigenous tribes
have long been marginalized and oppressed by colonial powers. When the movement for independence
gained momentum, tribes often played a significant role in resisting colonial rule and fighting for their
freedom.

One example where tribes played a crucial role in independence is in India's struggle for freedom from
British rule. Tribes such as the Santhals and the Bhils resisted British encroachments on their lands and
fought alongside other Indians in the freedom struggle. The Santhal Rebellion of 1855-1856 led by the
Santhal tribe in present-day Jharkhand is one such notable instance. Similarly, in several African countries,

tribes played an essential role in the fight against colonial domination.
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The tribal role in independence can be seen as a fight for not only political freedom but also cultural and
economic autonomy. Their involvement in the independence movements often stemmed from a desire to
protect their land, rights, and way of life from the exploitative practices of the colonial powers. In some
cases, the recognition of the rights and contributions of indigenous tribes in the struggle for independence
led to the establishment of more inclusive and representative governments. In other instances, however,
after gaining independence, certain tribes continued to face discrimination and marginalization within their
own countries.

Race and tribes can play significant roles in independence struggles. In many cases, colonizers imposed
their own racial hierarchies and discriminatory policies on indigenous populations, leading to widespread
oppression and inequality. This often fueled resentment and a desire for self-determination among
marginalized racial and tribal groups.

Independence struggles are frequently fueled by ethnic or tribal tensions, as different groups vie for power
and influence in the newly independent nation. In some cases, marginalized racial or tribal groups may have
faced discrimination or even violence from dominant groups, leading to the demand for independence as a
means of self-preservation and protection of their rights. However, it is important to note that not all
independence struggles are driven by race or tribes. Some are based on a shared sense of national identity, a
desire for political autonomy, or economic grievances. The motivations and dynamics can vary widely
depending on the specific historical context. Overall, the role of race and tribes in independence struggles is
complex and multifaceted. While they can be significant factors, it is also important to consider the broader
political and socioeconomic dynamics at play in each specific situation.

Overall, the tribal role in independence highlights the diversity of the movements for freedom and the
importance of recognizing and including indigenous tribes in the struggle for self-determination.

However, it is important to note that certain tribes and marginalized communities faced unique challenges
during this period. Some tribes, particularly those in remote areas, had limited access to information and
were not actively involved in the mainstream political movements. Additionally, the British colonial
administration often exploited existing divisions among different tribes and races to maintain control.
Today, there is a great deal of scholarly debate about the colonial construction of ‘race’ in India. Some
scholars argue that identifying parts of the conquered population e.g ‘Race’ and one race formed part of the
colonial state’s ‘legitimating ideology’, while others highlight the role of Black companies in this regard,
which collectively. European conceptions of race, colonial discourse of race in India inspired by the ideas
and values prevalent among the ruling castes in India. A group of scholars who have previously called such
passages ‘imaginary postcolonial project' to create racism that the Indian sanctioned and internalized The
elites, in order to vindicate the Indian hierarchy and prove their equality with the Europeans The higher-ups.
But historical evidence confirms that British colonial tendencies Each ‘race’ was neither uniform nor fixed
and often varied considerably in space and time. In the early 19th century, the sole rule of the Anglo East
India Company. There is a peripheral interest in the ‘Aboriginal” world, reflected in official perspectives
such as background on counterinsurgency strategies, due to political obstacles. The Company’s successive

penetrations into these central areas attracted British attention for the ‘race question’ which was conceived
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as a problem of law and order. In many cases In the territories, especially on the western frontier of Bengal,
the native rulers sought British aid in suppressing their rebellious subjects with the aim of establishing a
simple control system The British tried to implement it with the help of local colleagues in the area The
system of ‘anarchy’ through local feudal chiefs subordinated. Indian tribesmen live in a forest or part of an
isolated village Indians in particular. Many ethnic groups have spread and are speaking in different parts of
the country They speak different languages, celebrate different festivals and have different facial
expressions. They have a A different past is a different present for most Indians. The tribals are great. They
are proud of their culture, way of life and their land. Also difficult to cover diversity Tribal lives in different
parts of the country in the same chapter. Also, it’s not easy Give them a complete picture of their lives and
touch on every important aspect of their lives. Aboriginal community representation on Textbook
Development Committees and their livelihoods. There are at least twenty major tribes in India. Every ethnic
group is different in different ways their life stories for it is impossible to integrate the historical data of
each race into one In the chapter, the authors identify specific Aboriginal communities renowned for their
resistance Movements against the usurping British rulers. On the other hand, there are tribal in India
Communities like Saber who were historically oppressed and labeled locals as “criminals”. tribe.” In British
India. But they don’t share their stories which raises questions as to why Some tribes are chosen and others
are chosen.

Conclusion
Post-independence, the Indian government has made efforts to address the concerns and uplift the

marginalized communities, including tribes, through affirmative action policies, reservation systems, and
the recognition of their cultural rights. It is crucial to recognize and respect the diversity of races and tribes
in India and work towards creating an inclusive society that values and protects the rights of all its citizens.
We need to consider the following to correct and safeguard the interest of the tribal community.

e Avoid dehumanizing: Historically, the narratives surrounding tribal communities in India have often
been filled with derogatory terms and dehumanizing representations. To safeguard the tribal
community, it is essential to correct these narratives by avoiding any language that undermines their
dignity or reinforces stereotypes.

e Emphasize their contributions: Historical narratives often overlook or downplay the significant
contributions made by tribal communities in shaping India's history and culture. It is crucial to
correct this by highlighting their achievements, such as their traditional knowledge, sustainable
practices, artistic expressions, and social cohesion.

e Challenge the portrayal of tribal communities as 'primitive": Many historical narratives have depicted
tribal communities as primitive or backward. This characterization reinforces an unfair and
inaccurate understanding of their identity. To safeguard them, it is necessary to challenge and
debunk these stereotypes, highlighting the complexity and richness of their cultural heritage.

e Include their perspectives and voices: Another essential correction in historical narratives is to

include the perspectives and voices of tribal communities themselves. All too often, the narratives
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are written from an outsider's standpoint, disregarding the tribal community's own interpretations of
their history. By including their voices, we can ensure a more accurate and inclusive portrayal.

e Acknowledge and address historical injustices: Historical injustices such as land dispossession,
forced displacement, and discrimination have directly affected tribal communities in India.
Correcting historical narratives should involve acknowledging and addressing these injustices, as
well as discussing on going challenges and efforts towards justice and restitution.

e Promote cultural sensitivity and respect: Historical narratives should prioritize cultural sensitivity
and respect towards tribal communities. This entails avoiding voyeuristic or exoticizing depictions,
refraining from cultural appropriation, and respecting their cultural practices, beliefs, and values.

e Encourage education and awareness: Safeguarding the tribal community involves educating the
wider population about their history, culture, and issues they face. Historical narratives should aim at
creating awareness and understanding among the general public, fostering empathy and solidarity
towards tribal communities.

e Support tribal initiatives and representation: Historical narratives can contribute to safeguarding the
tribal community by actively supporting and promoting tribal initiatives, organizations, and forums
that advocate for their rights and well-being. Additionally, ensuring adequate representation of tribal

voices and perspectives within educational curricula, media, and policy-making is vital.
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