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ABSTRACT: 

 

This study aims to explore the complex relationship between politics and caste in India, examining the 

historical context, socio-cultural factors, and the contemporary impact of caste-based politics on the Indian 

political landscape. The study will delve into the intricate interplay between caste identities, and political 

mobilization studies electoral outcomes, shedding light on how caste influences the power dynamics and 

governance in India. By analyzing case studies, empirical data, and scholarly perspectives, this study seeks to 

provide a comprehensive understanding of the phenomenon of caste politics and its implications for India's 

democracy, social cohesion, and inclusive development. 
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INTRODUCTION: 

 

Politics in India is a dynamic and vibrant field that plays a crucial role in shaping the nation's 

governance, policies, and socio-economic development. As the world's largest democracy, India's political 

landscape is marked by its diversity, complexity, and rich history. The Indian political system operates within 

a framework of parliamentary democracy, where citizens elect representatives to govern at the national, state, 

and local levels. The political landscape in India is characterized by the presence of numerous political parties 

representing various ideologies, regional interests, and social groups. The two major national parties are the 

Indian National Congress (INC) and the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). However, regional parties also hold 

significant influence in many states, reflecting the country's federal structure and diverse cultural identities. 

Caste, a social stratification system based on hereditary occupation and birth, has been an integral part of 

Indian society for centuries. Historically, caste divisions have played a significant role in shaping political 

dynamics, electoral strategies, and social mobilization. The Indian Constitution, adopted in 1950, sought to 

eradicate caste-based discrimination and promote social equality through affirmative action policies and 

reservations in educational institutions and public employment. 

 

Over the years, politics in India has witnessed various caste-based movements and political parties 

that aim to advance the interests of specific castes or Dalits (formerly known as untouchables). These 

movements have sought to challenge traditional power structures, address historical injustices, and ensure 

representation and empowerment for marginalized communities. While caste continues to influence politics 

in India, other factors such as religion, language, regionalism, and socio-economic disparities also play crucial 

roles in shaping political alliances, electoral strategies, and policy priorities. The Indian political landscape is 

often marked by complex interplays of identity politics, coalition-building, and ideological debates. In recent 

http://www.ijcrt.org/


www.ijcrt.org                                                      © 2023 IJCRT | Volume 11, Issue 8 August 2023 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT2308252 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org c266 
 

years, issues such as economic development, governance, corruption, social justice, and national security have 

dominated the political discourse in India. Political parties and leaders often engage in intense debates and 

electoral campaigns, seeking to garner support from diverse sections of the population and address the 

aspirations and concerns of the citizens. Despite the challenges and complexities, Indian politics remains a 

vibrant arena where diverse voices and opinions find expression. The democratic process allows for peaceful 

transitions of power provides avenues for citizen participation and offers opportunities for transformative 

change. The ever-evolving political landscape in India continues to shape the nation's trajectory and holds the 

potential to bring about positive socio-political transformation. 

 

OBJECTIVES: 

  

1. To analyze the role of caste in Indian politics and its impact on electoral outcomes. 

2. To investigate the relationship between caste and political representation. 

3. To analyze the impact of caste-based political mobilization in Indian Politics. 

 

METHODOLOGY: 

 

The study's data comes from secondary sources. The data can be obtained from government reports, 

academic databases, research institutes, newspaper articles, official reports, and documents from government 

agencies. 

 

CASTE SYSTEM IN INDIA: 

 

The word caste is derived from the Portuguese word casta, which originally meant "pure or unmixed 

(stock or breed)" and means "race, lineage, or breed". Although it was not originally an Indian word, the terms 

varna and jati are now often used in both English and Indian languages. The caste system in India is a social 

and hierarchical system that has been in place for centuries. It is deeply rooted in the country's history, 

traditions, and religious beliefs. The caste system categorizes people into different social groups, known as 

castes, which are further divided into sub-castes. At the top of the caste hierarchy are the Brahmins, who 

traditionally hold positions of priests, scholars, and teachers. Below them are the Kshatriyas, who are 

associated with the roles of warriors and rulers. The Vaishyas are next and comprise our merchant and 

agricultural communities. Finally, at the bottom of the hierarchy are the Shudras, who traditionally perform 

menial tasks and labor. Beyond the four main castes, there is a significant population of people considered 

"Dalits" or "Scheduled Castes" who have historically faced extreme social and economic discrimination. 

Dalits were traditionally considered "untouchables" and were subjected to social exclusion and various forms 

of oppression. The caste system has had a profound impact on Indian society, affecting social interactions, 

marriage alliances, economic opportunities, and political representation. Despite legal measures and 

affirmative action programs to address caste-based discrimination, it remains a significant social issue in 

contemporary India. It is important to note that the Indian Constitution, adopted in 1950, prohibits caste-based 

discrimination and promotes equality and social justice for all citizens. The government has implemented 

various affirmative action policies, including reservation quotas in educational institutions and government 

jobs for individuals from disadvantaged castes. Efforts have been made to raise awareness and address caste-

based discrimination through education, social reforms, and advocacy. However, the complete eradication of 

the caste system and its associated discrimination remains a complex and ongoing challenge in India. 

 

There hasn't been a definition of "caste" that is recognized by everyone, according to Indologist Ronald 

Inden. For instance, it was believed by some early European documenters to be equivalent to the endogamous 

varnas mentioned in old Indian scripts, and its connotation is equivalent in the sense of estates. Endogamous 

jatis, such as the 2378 jatis that colonial administrators categorized by occupation in the early 20th century, 

were castes for later Europeans of the Raj era rather than varnas. Professor of comparative religion Arvind 

Sharma points out that while varna and jati have historically been used interchangeably when referring to 

caste, "serious Indologists now observe considerable caution in this respect" Even though the concepts are 

related, "serious Indologists now observe considerable caution in this respect," He agrees with Indologist 

Arthur Basham who pointed out that the Portuguese colonists in India used the name "casta" to denote tribes, 

clans, and households. The term remained and eventually came to be used to refer to the Hindu social class. 

Authorities in 18th and 19th century India credulously accepted the traditional theory that the 3,000 or more 

castes of modern India had evolved from the four primitive classes through intermarriage and subdivision. 

The term "caste" was used indiscriminately to refer to both varna or class and jati or caste proper. This phrase 
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is incorrect; whereas castes change over time, old castes disappear, and new castes emerge, the four great 

classes reintern always four, and their precedence has not changed for at than 2,000 years. 

 

According to the sociologist Andre Beteille, jati now serves as the modern equivalent of caste, whereas 

varna predominated in traditional Hindu literature. In contrast to Varna, which is viewed as a closed collection 

of social orders, Jati is regarded as a "natural kind whose members share a common substance." Depending 

on the requirement, any number of new jatis, such as tribes, sects, religions, religious or linguistic minorities, 

and ethnicities, may be added. As a result, "Caste" does not accurately translate to "jati" in English. The terms 

"ethnicity," "ethnic identity," and "ethnic group" are preferable. 

 

ROLE OF CAST IN INDIA POLITICS: 

 

In India, caste politics refers to the influence and impact of caste-based identities and considerations 

on political dynamics. Caste plays a significant role in Indian society, as it has historically been a fundamental 

social institution that categorizes people based on their birth, occupation, and social status. The Indian caste 

system is a complex hierarchical structure with thousands of sub-castes or jatis, and it has shaped social 

relationships, economic opportunities, and political affiliations for centuries. 

 

Rajni Kothari asserts that India's politicization of caste was crucial to the growth of party politics. He 

demonstrated how caste politicization is a two-step process. Politics and caste are mutually dependent. When 

caste-based organizations make politics their primary activity, caste groups then have the opportunity to make 

their identities known and compete for power. Additionally, M.N Srinivas referred to the dominating caste. 

A dominating caste has a disproportionate number of members, and as a result, it has political clout. Caste is 

a useful tool for politicians to utilize in electoral campaigns. In Indian states, politics had also been seen as a 

struggle for political dominance among the main caste groups. Additionally, caste is alleged to fragment 

national politics. 

 

The role of caste in Indian politics is multifaceted and has evolved. Here are some key aspects to 

consider: 

 

1. Vote Bank Politics: Caste has become a crucial factor in electoral politics, with political parties 

actively seeking to mobilize caste-based vote banks. Parties often align themselves with particular 

castes or communities to secure their support. This strategy aims to consolidate votes along caste lines, 

focusing on specific caste-related issues and identities. 
 

2. Reservation Policies: Affirmative action policies, known as reservations, have been implemented in 

India to address historical social inequalities and uplift marginalized communities. Reservations 

provide reserved seats in educational institutions, government jobs, and legislative bodies for 

Scheduled Castes (SCs), Scheduled Tribes (STs), and Other Backward Classes (OBCs). Political 

parties often champion these policies to appeal to specific caste groups and secure their electoral 

support. 
 

3. Caste-based Political Parties: Several political parties in India explicitly represent the interests of 

specific castes or communities. These parties aim to promote the social, economic, and political 

aspirations of their respective caste groups. Examples include the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) 

representing Dalits, the Samajwadi Party (SP) representing Yadavs, and the Rashtriya Janata Dal 

(RJD) representing Yadavs and Muslims in Bihar. 
 

4. Caste as a Factor in Candidate Selection: Caste considerations often influence the selection of 

candidates during elections. Political parties frequently field candidates from specific castes to 

maximize their chances of winning in constituencies dominated by those castes. This practice reflects 

the significance of caste in shaping electoral outcomes and party strategies. 
 

5. Caste-based Social Movements: Caste-based social movements, such as those led by B.R. 

Ambedkar, have played a vital role in advocating for the rights and empowerment of marginalized 

castes. These movements have had a profound impact on Indian politics, influencing policy decisions, 

electoral alliances, and the discourse around social justice. 
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6. Cast violence: Caste violence in India is a deeply rooted issue that stems from the country's historical 

social structure. The caste system in India categorizes individuals into rigid hierarchical groups based 

on their birth, with Brahmins (priests and scholars) at the top and Dalits (formerly known as 

"untouchables") at the bottom. While the Indian Constitution abolished untouchability and introduced 

affirmative action measures to uplift lower castes, caste-based discrimination and violence continue 

to persist. Caste-based violence refers to any form of physical, verbal, or psychological harm inflicted 

on individuals or communities due to their caste identity. It takes various forms, including hate crimes, 

communal clashes, social boycotts, economic exploitation, and denial of basic rights and 

opportunities. 
 

7. Caste-Based Mobilization: During elections, caste-based mobilization plays a crucial role in 

influencing voter behavior. Various caste groups may organize themselves into associations or 

community-based organizations to assert their political demands and support candidates who align 

with their caste interests. 
 

Morris-Jones says that every nation is seen as eager to modernize itself.  The purpose of this initiative 

is to have a higher status in the social sphere and to play an important role in recent politics.  People from the 

lower castes play an equally significant role as the upper castes in electoral politics.  Social stratification is 

meaningless in electoral politics.  People of lower caste or caste are well informed about this.  Naturally, the 

lower caste people, irrespective of their status in the social stratification, also ventured to play a significant 

role in party politics.  They demand important posts from political parties and tickets as party nominees on 

the eve of elections.  Morris-Jones has discussed this in detail in his book 'The Government and Politics of 

India'.  According to him, politics is particularly important to castes in present-day India, similarly, the role 

of the nation is also particularly important in politics.  Maurice Jones commented: “......that politics is more 

important to castes and castes are more important to politics than before.”  Leaders at the national level can 

speak of a nationless society in principle, but it is not possible to implement it in practice.  Because the recently 

enfranchised electorates in the rural areas are adherents of the old political system of caste.  On this Morris-

Jones says: “.  the newly enfranchised rural masses know only the language of traditional politics which so 

largely turns about caste....Behind the formal list of party candidates nominated for contests, there is probably 

an inside story of careful analysis in terms of caste appeal." 

 

It's important to note that while caste politics continues to be a significant factor in Indian politics, 

there are ongoing efforts to transcend caste divisions and promote inclusive governance. The Indian 

Constitution prohibits discrimination based on caste and promotes the principles of equality and social justice. 

Additionally, a growing emphasis on development issues, governance, and economic aspirations has started 

to reshape the political landscape beyond traditional caste-based considerations. 

 

CASTE AND THE INDIAN CONSTITUTION: 

 

In the Indian context, "caste" refers to a social stratification system that has been prevalent in India for 

centuries. The caste system is based on hereditary occupational divisions and hierarchical social structures. 

People are born into a particular caste and traditionally remain in that case for their entire lives. The caste 

system has influenced various aspects of Indian society, including social interactions, marriage, occupation, 

and access to resources. 

 

The Indian Constitution, adopted on January 26, 1950, aimed to address social inequalities and 

promote social justice. It contains provisions that strive to eradicate caste-based discrimination and promote 

equality among all citizens. The Constitution recognizes the fundamental rights of all individuals, regardless 

of their caste or religion, and provides for affirmative action measures to uplift historically disadvantaged 

groups. 
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Some key provisions in the Indian Constitution related to caste and social justice include: 

 

1. Equality: Article 14 guarantees equality before the law and equal protection of the laws for all 

individuals. It prohibits discrimination on grounds of caste, religion, race, sex, or place of birth. 
 

2. Reservation: Articles 15 and 16 provide for reservations or quotas in educational institutions and 

public employment for socially and educationally backward classes, including Scheduled Castes (SCs) 

and Scheduled Tribes (STs). These reservations aim to ensure representation and opportunities for 

historically marginalized communities. 
 

3. Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes: Articles 341 and 342 identify certain castes and tribes as 

Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, respectively. They are entitled to specific benefits and 

protections, including reservations, to uplift their social and educational status. 
 

4. Abolition of Untouchability: Article 17 explicitly abolishes untouchability, which was a practice 

associated with the caste system, and makes it an offense punishable by law. 
 

5. Protective Measures: The Constitution allows for the enactment of special laws for the protection of 

SCs and STs, such as the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989. 

These laws aim to prevent atrocities, discrimination, and violence against these communities. 
 

It's important to note that while the Indian Constitution provides a framework for promoting social justice 

and equality, the eradication of caste-based discrimination and the full realization of these principles remain 

ongoing challenges in Indian society. Efforts are continually being made to address the social, economic, and 

political inequalities associated with the caste system and ensure equal opportunities for all citizens. 

 

IMPACT OF CASTE ON INDIAN POLITICS: 

 

A rigorous social framework with separate caste groups or varnas, each with their rights, obligations, 

and expectations, characterizes the caste system. Brahmins (priests and academics), Kshatriyas (warriors and 

rulers), Vaishyas (merchants and farmers), and Shudras (workers and servants) are the four primary varnas 

traditionally acknowledged in Hindu culture. Each varna also has a large number of sub-castes called jatis, 

further separating society. Caste plays a big part in Indian politics. It has an impact on the nation's political 

climate, election tactics, and socioeconomic dynamics. Indian society has been firmly interwoven with caste 

for many years. Caste is a social structure based on inherited occupational divides. The influence of caste in 

Indian politics has been significant and deeply rooted in the country's socio-political fabric. Caste plays a 

crucial role in shaping electoral strategies, voting patterns, and candidate selection. Political parties often align 

themselves with specific castes to gain support and win elections. Caste-based identity politics has resulted in 

the formation of caste-based parties and the development of caste-based voting blocs. However, there have 

also been efforts to move away from identity-based politics and promote more inclusive and development-

oriented agendas in recent years. 

 

RECENT TRENDS IN THE INDIAN CASTE SYSTEM: 
 

At that time, there were several notable trends in the caste system: 

 

1. Social Activism: Various social movements and activists have been working to address caste-based 

discrimination and inequality. They aim to create awareness and push for social reforms to promote 

equality and social justice. 

 

2. Political Representation: There have been efforts to increase the political representation of 

marginalized caste groups. Many political parties have been advocating for affirmative action policies 

and reservation quotas in educational institutions and government jobs. 

 

3. Inter-caste Marriages: Over time, inter-caste marriages have increased, especially in urban areas. 

This trend reflects a gradual shift towards breaking down caste barriers and promoting social 

integration. 
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4. Economic Mobility: Some individuals from lower-caste backgrounds have been able to achieve 

economic mobility through education and entrepreneurship, challenging traditional caste-based 

occupational roles. 

 

5. Persistence of Caste: Caste continues to play a crucial role in Indian society, influencing various 

aspects of people's lives, including politics. Despite efforts to eradicate caste-based discrimination and 

promote social equality, caste identities, and affiliations remain deeply rooted and often shape political 

behaviors and alliances. 

 

6. Caste as a Political Tool: Political parties in India have frequently exploited caste divisions for 

electoral gains. They strategically mobilize support by appealing to specific castes or forging alliances 

with caste-based organizations. This phenomenon has contributed to the entrenchment of caste in the 

political sphere, perpetuating divisions and inhibiting social cohesion. 

 

7. Reservation Policies: Reservation policies, introduced to address historical inequalities, have sought 

to provide representation and opportunities for marginalized castes in government institutions and 

public employment. While these policies have undoubtedly brought some benefits, they have also been 

subject to criticism, with concerns raised about their efficacy, potential for perpetuating caste 

divisions, and exclusion of other marginalized groups. 

 

8. Changing Dynamics: Over time, socio-economic changes, urbanization, and educational 

advancements have challenged the rigid caste-based hierarchies. There is a growing trend of 

individuals prioritizing factors such as development, governance, and issues transcending caste 

identities in their political choices. This indicates a gradual shift away from exclusive caste-based 

politics, albeit with regional variations. 

 

9. Aspirational Politics: With India's rising middle class and the aspirations of youth, there is a greater 

demand for merit-based opportunities and governance focused on development. This shift in political 

consciousness suggests a desire for inclusive politics that prioritizes progress and upliftment beyond 

caste considerations. 

 

10. Long Road Ahead: While progress has been made in reducing caste-based discrimination and 

promoting social equality, there is still a long way to go. Achieving a truly caste-free political system 

requires sustained efforts in education, economic empowerment, social integration, and creating a 

level playing field for all citizens. 

 

Therefore, the latest modifications to the Indian caste system show the rise of caste loyalty, caste 

identity, caste patriotism, and caste-mindedness. An attempt should be made to foster harmony and the spirit 

of shared brotherhood among all Indians, transcending differences in religion, language, geography, or castes, 

through a variety of policy initiatives and awareness campaigns. 

 

LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 
 

Indian caste politics faces several limitations, including: 

 

1. Social Divisions: Caste-based politics reinforces social divisions, leading to discrimination and 

exclusion of certain communities, hindering national unity. 

2. Inequality: It perpetuates economic and educational disparities among castes, hindering social 

mobility and progress. 

3. Identity Politics: Focusing on caste identities can overshadow larger issues, hindering policy 

discussions on critical matters like economic development and governance. 

4. Regional Fragmentation: Caste-based parties often prioritize regional interests over national 

concerns, leading to regional fragmentation. 

5. Vote Bank Politics: Parties sometimes exploit caste sentiments to secure vote banks, leading to 

opportunistic policies rather than genuine development initiatives. 

6. Corruption: Caste-based politics may fuel corruption as politicians prioritize favoring their caste over 

ethical governance. 
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7. Resistance to Change: Traditional attitudes and practices associated with castes may hinder social 

progress and modernization. 

8. Inter-Caste Conflicts: Caste politics can lead to conflicts and tensions between different caste groups, 

affecting social harmony. 

9. Limited Policy Focus: Caste-based political strategies can limit policymaking to appease specific 

caste interests rather than addressing broader societal issues. 

 

Addressing these limitations requires a shift towards inclusive politics that focuses on equitable 

development and equal opportunities for all citizens, irrespective of caste. 

 

 SUGGESTIONS:  

 

Caste plays a significant role in Indian politics, influencing voting patterns, candidate selection, and policy 

decisions. While it is a complex issue deeply rooted in the social fabric of Indian society, several suggestions 

can be considered to address the influence of caste in politics: 

 

1. Strengthening Education: Promote widespread access to quality education, particularly in rural areas 

and among marginalized communities. Education can empower individuals and help break the cycle 

of caste-based discrimination by fostering a more informed and inclusive society. 
2. Reservation Policies: Continue implementing affirmative action policies, such as reservations in 

educational institutions and government jobs, to provide opportunities for historically disadvantaged 

castes. These policies aim to bridge the socioeconomic gap and ensure representation and equal access 

to resources. 
3. Electoral Reforms: Introduce electoral reforms to reduce the impact of caste-based voting. Implement 

measures such as proportional representation, which could encourage the emergence of diverse 

political parties and reduce the dominance of caste-based identity politics. 
4. Political Awareness and Engagement: Promote political awareness and encourage individuals from 

marginalized castes to participate in politics actively. This can be done through campaigns, workshops, 

and community outreach programs, aiming to empower marginalized groups and enhance their 

political representation. 
5. Empowering Local Government Bodies: Strengthen local self-governance institutions like 

Panchayats and Municipalities, ensuring equitable representation of marginalized castes. This can 

enable grassroots democracy, where local leaders can address caste-related issues effectively. 
6. Social Reforms: Encourage social movements and initiatives that challenge caste-based 

discrimination, promote inter-caste harmony, and foster social equality. Civil society organizations, 

activists, and community leaders can play a vital role in driving these reforms. 
7. Political Party Reforms: Political parties should adopt internal mechanisms to ensure fair 

representation of marginalized castes in their candidate selection processes. Parties should actively 

seek out and support candidates from underprivileged castes, providing them with opportunities to 

participate and lead in politics. 
8. Public Awareness Campaigns: Launch public awareness campaigns to educate people about the 

negative consequences of caste-based politics and encourage them to vote based on merit, policies, 

and development rather than caste considerations. 
9. Strengthening Judiciary: Ensure swift and fair justice in cases related to caste-based discrimination 

and violence. Strengthening the judicial system can act as a deterrent to caste-based offenses and 

provide justice to victims. 
10. Grassroots Development: Focus on inclusive and equitable development policies that uplift 

marginalized communities and reduce socio-economic disparities. Invest in infrastructure, healthcare, 

education, and skill development initiatives in underprivileged areas to promote overall development. 
 

It is important to note that addressing the issue of caste in politics requires a multi-faceted and long-

term approach. These suggestions aim to create a more inclusive and egalitarian political system, gradually 

reducing the influence of caste and promoting social harmony. 
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CONCLUSION: 

 

The impact of caste on the Indian political system is very deep and particularly widespread.  There is 

no room for disagreement about this.  The constitution of independent India called for the introduction of 

parliamentary democratic governance; there is talk of universal adult suffrage.  Due to all these constitutional 

provisions, the influence and prestige of caste in Indian politics originated, developed, and spread.  In a 

parliamentary democratic system, the support of the majority is important.  The political importance of the 

majority of lower caste communities in India has been realized and realized by all the political parties of the 

country.  For this reason, all the political parties in the power struggle take all possible initiatives to gain the 

support of these ethnic groups.  This initiative is essential to ensure success in electoral politics.  In this regard, 

Mrs. Indira Gandhi was extremely careful and zealous.  He made every effort to achieve the overall welfare 

of the people of these lower castes, who were at the bottom of the social hierarchy.  And naturally, he got the 

unstinted political support of these neglected and backward castes. 

 

There is room for disagreement about the consequences of the role of caste in India's political system.  

Thinkers are divided on this issue.  According to one group, the role of the caste system is negative, and 

according to another group, it is positive. 

 

Many political sociologists believe that the role of the caste system is discriminatory.  Racial 

judgments foster group loyalties and encourage separatist tendencies.  In electoral politics, rather than the 

qualitative merits of the contending candidates, ethnic considerations prevail.  As a result, there is a risk that 

more qualified candidates will be defeated and unqualified candidates will be elected.  There is a possibility 

of jeopardizing the larger interests of the country and its citizens.  Apart from that, the country and the nation 

are deprived of the services of intelligent individuals.  Naturally, this feature of Indian politics is inauspicious 

and unhealthy.  Its results cannot be good. 

 

Another group of political sociologists has a different opinion on this.  According to their opinion, the 

positive contribution of the caste system is undeniable.  In the wake of universal adult suffrage, lower-caste 

people had the opportunity to change their fortunes.  All political parties make every effort to gain the political 

support of the people of these ethnic groups.  As a result, balanced development of all classes of people is 

possible.  Again, it is unfair to accuse the caste system as the only divisive force in India's political system.  

The caste system can also play a role as a cohesive force.  In the general elections of 1984, the people of India, 

irrespective of caste, supported the Congress party in a big way for the sake of unity and solidarity in the 

country.  According to Rajni Kothari, despite various limitations, the beneficial aspect of the caste system is 

not negligent.  Roodles commented in this context: "Caste in Politics has been seriously misunderstood and 

its positive contribution neglected." 

 

In conclusion, caste continues to be a significant factor in Indian politics, shaping voter behavior, party 

strategies, and the allocation of power. However, there are signs of evolving political consciousness and a 

desire for inclusive politics that transcends caste divisions. Balancing the need for social justice with the 

aspiration for a merit-based, caste-free society remains an ongoing challenge for Indian democracy. The 

democratic political system and caste represent, theoretically, opposing value systems. Caste has a hierarchy. 

Birth determines a person's status in a caste-based social system. It is supported by priests and ceremonies 

and given religious legitimacy by numerous sacred writings. The democratic political system, on the other 

hand, supports equality of position and personal freedom. It represents the rule of law. No one is above the 

law, regardless of status. The rights to liberty, equality, and fraternity are upheld for all citizens by the Indian 

Constitution and its democratic system. 
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