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Abstract: 

The Dalit Movement in Telangana has a long history, dating back to the pre-Independence era. Dalits, also known as 

Scheduled Castes, have been marginalized and discriminated against in various aspects of life, including education, 

employment, and social status. The movement seeks to address these inequalities and create a more just and equal society. 

The movement gained momentum in the 1980s with the formation of various Dalit organizations and political parties, 

including the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) and the Republican Party of India (RPI). These organizations focused on raising 

awareness about Dalit issues, organizing protests, and advocating for policies that would benefit Dalits. One of the major 

achievements of the Dalit movement in Telangana is the implementation of reservations for Dalits in education and 

employment. This has helped to increase the representation of Dalits in various fields and improve their socio-economic 

status. However, the movement continues to face challenges, including opposition from dominant caste groups and political 

parties, lack of adequate representation in decision-making bodies, and the persistence of caste-based discrimination and 

violence. Despite these challenges, the Dalit movement in Telangana remains a strong force for social justice and equality. 
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The Dalit movement in Telangana 

The Dalit movement in Telangana has a long history dating back to the pre-independence era. Telangana is a region in 

southern India, which was a part of the erstwhile Hyderabad State. The Dalit movement in Telangana can be traced back to 

the early 20th century when a group of leaders emerged to fight against the social, economic, and political marginalization of 

Dalits in the region. One of the earliest Dalit leaders in Telangana was Rettamma (also known as Ammaiyappan), who 

belonged to the Madiga community. She started a movement against untouchability and discrimination, and her efforts were 

instrumental in the formation of the Depressed Classes Association in Hyderabad in 1917. In the 1920s and 1930s, several 

other Dalit leaders emerged in Telangana, including N. Keshava Rao, P. Sundarayya, and K. Jayashankar. They formed the 

Hyderabad State Harijan Sevak Sangh to fight for the rights of Dalits. In the 1940s, the Communist Party of India (CPI) 

played a significant role in the Dalit movement in Telangana. The party organized Dalits and other marginalized groups to 

fight against the oppressive feudal system in the region. The Telangana Armed Struggle, which was led by the CPI, also had a 

significant impact on the Dalit movement, as it provided a platform for Dalits to assert their rights and challenge the existing 

social order. 

 

After the formation of the state of Telangana in 2014, the Dalit movement has continued to play an important role in the 

region's politics. Several Dalit organizations and political parties, such as the Bahujan Left Front and the Bahujan Samaj 

Party, have emerged to represent the interests of Dalits in the state. The movement 

continues to fight against caste discrimination, social injustice, and economic inequality, and seeks to empower Dalits through 

education, employment, and political representation. The Dalit movement in Telangana, which is a region in the southern part 

of India, began in the early 20th century, during the British colonial rule in India. The term "Dalit" refers to the lower caste 

communities in India who were historically discriminated against and oppressed by the upper caste communities. The early 

Dalit movement in Telangana was largely led by individuals who were from the Madiga community, which is one of the most 

marginalized Dalit communities in the region. Some of the prominent leaders of the early Dalit movement in Telangana 

include K. Raghavulu, M. Sreenivasulu, B. R. Ambedkar, and others. 

 

One of the earliest leaders of the Dalit movement in Telangana was R. Buddha Prasad, who founded the Adi- Hindu 

movement in 1917. He organized Dalit communities and educated them on their rights and the need for social reform. The 

Adi-Hindu movement also worked towards the emancipation of women and the education of Dalit children. Another 

prominent leader of the Dalit movement in Telangana was Gogu Shyamala, who came from a family of Dalit agricultural 

laborers. She became a prominent writer and activist, focusing on issues of caste and gender discrimination. She wrote 

several books and articles on the experiences of Dalit women and their struggles for equality. 
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The Telangana Praja Samithi, a political party formed in 1969, also played a significant role in the Dalit movement. The party 

included leaders from different social groups, including Dalits, and advocated for the rights of marginalized communities. 

They demanded land reform, access to education and healthcare, and an end to caste-based discrimination. Overall, the early 

Dalit movement in Telangana was a significant step towards social reform and the empowerment of marginalized 

communities. Despite facing opposition from the upper-caste elites, the movement has helped to bring about significant 

changes in the region and inspire similar movements across India. 

The Dalit movement in Telangana, a region in southern India, had its roots in the 1920s and 1930s, during the period of 

British colonial rule. The movement was aimed at challenging the caste-based oppression and discrimination faced by Dalits, 

who were considered to be at the bottom of the Hindu social hierarchy. One of the earliest leaders of the Dalit movement in 

Telangana was Rettambedu Thirupathi Rao, who founded the Adi Hindu Movement in 1928. The movement aimed to unite 

Dalits and other oppressed communities to fight against caste discrimination and to demand social and economic equality. 

Another important figure in the early Dalit movement in Telangana was Babu Jagjivan Ram, who was born in Chandragiri, in 

the Nizam's Hyderabad state (now in Andhra Pradesh). He was a prominent leader of the Indian National Congress and served 

as the Deputy Prime Minister of India from 1971 to 1977. Jagjivan Ram was instrumental in introducing several measures to 

promote the welfare of Dalits, including the Prevention of Atrocities Act, which made caste-based violence a punishable 

offense. 

 

In the 1940s and 1950s, the Dalit movement in Telangana gained momentum, with the formation of organizations such as the 

Scheduled Castes Federation and the Andhra Mahasabha. These organizations worked towards the empowerment of Dalits 

through education, political representation, and land reforms. One of the most significant events in the history of the Dalit 

movement in Telangana was the Chunduru massacre of 1991, in which 10 Dalits were brutally killed by upper-caste 

landlords. The incident sparked widespread protests and led to the formation of the Chunduru Praja Parishad, which played a 

key role in the demand for justice for the victims. Today, the Dalit movement in Telangana continues to fight against caste-

based discrimination and to demand social and economic justice for Dalits and other marginalized communities. 

The Dalit movement in Telangana, a region in southern India, emerged in the early 20th century as a response to the 

oppressive social, economic, and political conditions faced by Dalits, who were historically marginalized and discriminated 

against in Indian society. 

 

One of the early leaders of the Dalit movement in Telangana was R. S. Gavarasana, who founded the Depressed Classes 

League in 1917. The League worked to mobilize Dalits and raise awareness about their rights and struggles. Gavarasana also 

published a newspaper called Bahujana, which focused on issues related to Dalits and other marginalized communities. In 

1920, the Depressed Classes League was renamed the Adi-Hindu Jana Jeeva Mahasabha (AHJJM), and it continued to work 

towards the upliftment of Dalits. The organization organized a number of protests and rallies, demanding equal rights and 

opportunities for Dalits. They also worked to improve access to education, healthcare, and other basic necessities for Dalit 

communities. Another important figure in the early Dalit movement in Telangana was K. Mallaiah, who founded the Dalit  

Maha Sabha in 1930. The organization worked to promote Dalit unity and fight against caste discrimination. They also 

focused on issues such as land reforms and the eradication of untouchability. The early Dalit movement in Telangana paved 

the way for future generations of Dalit activists and leaders, who continued to fight for the rights and dignity of 

marginalized communities. Today, the Dalit movement in Telangana and across India continues to be an important force for 

social justice and equality. 

The Dalit movement in Telangana, also known as the Telangana Dalit movement, started in the early 20th century as a 

response to the oppressive caste system prevalent in the region. The movement was primarily led by Dalit intellectuals and 

activists who sought to address the social, economic, and political issues faced by the Dalit community in the region. One of 

the earliest Dalit leaders in Telangana was Kanshi Ram, who founded the All India Backward and Minority Communities 

Employees Federation in Hyderabad in 1971. Kanshi Ram played a significant role in mobilizing the Dalit community in 

Telangana and creating awareness about their rights and struggles. Another prominent Dalit leader in Telangana was R. 

Krishnaiah, who founded the Andhra Pradesh Dalit Welfare Association in 1980. The organization played a crucial role in 

advocating for the rights of Dalits in the region and challenging the caste-based discrimination prevalent in society. 

 

The Dalit movement in Telangana gained significant momentum in the 1990s with the formation of the Bahujan Samaj Party 

(BSP) in the state. The BSP, under the leadership of Kanshi Ram and later Mayawati, focused on building a political 

movement that could challenge the hegemony of upper-caste political parties and provide a platform for Dalit 

empowerment.  In recent years, the Telangana Rashtra Samithi (TRS) government has taken several steps to address the 

issues faced by the Dalit community in the state. The government has implemented several welfare schemes and programs to 

provide education, employment, and other opportunities for the upliftment of Dalits in the state. However, despite these 

efforts, caste-based discrimination and violence against Dalits continue to be prevalent in Telangana. 

 

 

Conclusion 
The Dalit movement in Telangana has played a significant role in challenging the oppressive caste system prevalent in the 

region and advocating for the rights and empowerment of the Dalit community. The movement has been led by prominent 

Dalit leaders and activists who have worked tirelessly to create awareness about the issues faced by Dalits and mobilize them 

for political and social change.The movement has witnessed significant progress over the years, with the formation of 

organizations like the Bahujan Samaj Party and the Andhra Pradesh Dalit Welfare Association, which have provided a 

platform for Dalit empowerment and political representation. The Telangana Rashtra Samithi government has also taken 

several steps to address the issues faced by Dalits in the state. However, despite these efforts, caste-based discrimination and 

http://www.ijcrt.org/


www.ijcrt.org                                                        © 2023 IJCRT | Volume 11, Issue 3 March 2023 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT2303819 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org g931 
 

violence against Dalits continue to be prevalent in Telangana, and there is a need for sustained efforts to address these issues. 

The Dalit movement in Telangana must continue to evolve and adapt to the changing social and political landscape to ensure 

that the struggles and aspirations of the Dalit community are represented and addressed. 
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