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Abstract: In HPLC the choice of mobile phase and column play very critical function, selection of suitable 

solvent and column is assist to enhance the performance of the system. In HPLC the mobile section is natural 

or combined solvents in addition to solvents with solid modifiers. Chromatographers have a choice among 

loads of solvents for distinctive application of HPLC. A selected selection is typically suffering from solvent 

traits inclusive of viscosity, refractive index, noncorrosiveness, toxicity, miscibility, transparency etc. 

commercial availability in adequate purity at reasonable price is also important issue. The solvent power or 

% natural solvent in cellular phase controls the retention time of the analyte. A beneficial rule of thumb in 

RPLC indicates that 10% lower within the natural solvent in the cell phase indicates a three-fold boom in k. 

The column length (Diameter, height) pore length, column cloth plays very vital function inside the approach 

improvement and validation. This article focus on the unique parameters that have an effect on the selection 

of solvent device and column for the HPLC. 

Key Words: RP-HPLC, Column, Solvent, Method development, Validation Etc. 

Introduction: 

Considering the fact that the start of excessive-performance liquid chromatography (HPLC) in the 1960, the 

technique has been step by step advanced and refined. This applies similarly to the substances used. There at 

the moment are 10000 extraordinary HPLC columns from many different producers solely in our HPLC 

Column configurator you could locate more than 60.000 one of a kind columns. This option evidently offers 
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terrific blessings - among other things there are very particular separation columns for almost each separation 

trouble - on the equal time, the consumer is spoiled for desire1, 2. 

Choice of solvents to be used as a mobile section in HPLC analysis is a key thing of method development. It 

isn't possible to have a customary solvent so as to meet all programs and more than often a combination of 

solvents is determined primarily based on the analysis requirements. Selection of appropriate solvents is based 

on their physical residences and compatibilities with the sample and column desk bound segment.3, 4, 5 

Choice of column: 

Classifying the sample: step one in method improvement is to symbolize the sample as every day or round. 

Everyday samples are an aggregate of small molecules (<2000 Daltons) that can be separated the use of 

more or less standardized beginning situations. Separations in regular samples reply in predictable style to 

trade in solvent power (%B) and sort (Acetonitrile, methanol) or temperature. A 10% decrease in %B will 

increase retention by about threefold, and selectivity typically modifications as both %B and solvent type 

is numerous. 

It is feasible to split many normal samples just via varying solvent energy and type. Therefore, RPC method 

development for all everyday samples (both neutral and ionic) may be carried out to begin with in the same 

manner 17. 

The column/desk bound phase: selection of the desk bound phase/column is the primary and the most critical 

step in technique improvement. The improvement of a rugged and reproducible method is not possible 

without the availability of a strong, excessive overall performance column. To keep away from issues from 

irreproducible pattern retention in the course of approach development, it's miles crucial that columns be 

solid and reproducible. A C8 or C18 column made from mainly purified, less acidic silica and designed 

specially for the separation of simple compounds is normally appropriate for all samples and is strongly 

encouraged, 12, 13, 17, 18. a few vital factors want to be taken into consideration at the same time as deciding 

on column in RP- HPLC are summarized in desk 2. 

The column is chosen depending on the nature of the solute and the facts about the analyte. Reversed phase 

mode of chromatography facilitates a wide range of columns like dimethyl silane (C2), butylsilane (C4), 

octylsilane (C8), octadecylslane (C18), base deactivated silane (C18) BDS phenyl, cyanopropyl (CN), nitro, 

amino, and so on. Typically longer columns offer higher separation because of better theoretical plate 

numbers. Because the particle size decreases the floor place available for coating will increase. Columns 

with 5-µm particle size supply the fine compromise of performance, reproducibility and reliability. 
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Factor(s) Effect on column efficiency 

 

Column length 

*Choose longer columns for enhanced resolution 

*Choose shorter column for shorter analysis time, lower back pressure and 

fast equilibration and 

less solvent consumption 

Column internal 

diameter 

*Choose wider diameter column for greater sample loading 

*Choose narrow column for more sensitive and reduced mobile phase 

consumption 

Particle shape *Choose spherical particles for lower back pressure, column stability and 

greater stability 

*Choose irregular particles when high surface area and high capacity is 

required 

 

Particle size 

*Choose smaller particle (3-4 µm) for complex mixture with similar 

components 

*Choose larger particle (5-10 µm) for sample with structurally different 

compounds 

*Choose very large particle (15-20 µm) for preparative separation 

Pore size *Choose a pore size of 150?or less for sample with molecular weight less 

than 2000 

*Choose a pore size of 300?or less for sample with molecular weight 

greater than 2000 

 

Surface area 

*Choose end capped packing to eliminate unpredictable secondary interaction 

with the base materials 

*Choose non-end capped phase for selectivity differences for polar 

compounds by controlling 

secondary interaction 

Carbon load *Choose high carbon loads for greater column capacities and resolution 

*Choose low carbon loads for fast analysis 

                          TABLE: FACTORS AFFECTING COLUMN EFFICIENC. 

The subsequent textual content gives steerage and enables in the choice of the right HPLC column. 

Hardware of the column: 

Maximum HPLC columns consist of 316 steel. The advantage is that the metallic is pressure-resistant and 

additionally tremendously inert to corrosion. For an awesome separation overall performance it's miles 

important that the inner of a column has no roughness, scoring or microporous systems.5-7 
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Base fabric: 

Silica gel: 

A famous base material in HPLC systems is silica gel; it includes Si atoms bridged by way of oxygen atoms. 

A disadvantage of silica gel is that a high pH leads to the dissolution of the silica skeleton. Silica gel columns 

may be used within the pH range from pH 1 to 8. A low metallic content makes it viable to boom the chemical 

balance of exceedingly pure silica gels. On the floor, silica gel contains OH companies (silanol companies). 

Those silanol agencies may be chemically modified in order that stationary phases with specific properties 

are obtained. Further to its mechanical balance, silica gel has the benefit of a low-fee and simple synthesis. 

Likewise, the surface modification is easy, and flexible. The pore length can be produced with a slim 

distribution of silica gel.8, 9 

Polymer columns: 

HPLC columns based on polymer are also available for RP-HPLC (reversed segment HPLC). Generally 

polystyrene-divinylbenzene columns are used, which give a better pH balance (pH 1-13) towards the silica 

gel columns. For strongly acidic or simple eluents they constitute an exciting opportunity. Specially for gel 

permeation chromatography, styrene-divinylbenzene is an critical desk bound segment. 10-12 

Shape of the column: 

Fully porous particles: 

Further to the traditional complete-porosity stages, there at the moment are additionally coreshell phases, 

monolithic phases and phases for UHPLC with small particle sizes. 

Most of the debris used in HPLC are the full-porosity debris. Conventional grain sizes are 3, 5 or sometimes 

additionally 10 μm. When the debris are full-bodied, the entire internal shape is porous and may be compared, 

as an instance, with a sponge.13 

Coreshell particles: 

Coreshell particles have a strong centre and best the outer shell is porous. This solid middle results in 

multiplied separation performance. The particles have a more uniform particle size distribution and might 

consequently be packaged higher, the A-time period of the Van-Deemter equation (parent 1, p. five) is 

decreased. Further, the mass transfer of the molecules into the pores (C-time period of the Van-Deemter 

equation) is improved. A drawback of the coreshell debris is the lower loadability against absolutely porous 

materials.14, 15 

Monolithic section: 

Monolithic columns consist of a single piece of porous cloth, for instance silica gel or organic polymer. As a 

result, the chromatographic mattress does no longer include man or woman debris however of a porous rod. 

Monoliths have a separation capability that is similar to 3 μm packed particle columns. A downside is that, 
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for monolithic phases, the availability of selectivities continues to be restrained in comparison to absolutely 

porous substances.16 

Bound section: 

The form of available desk bound stages (reversed section, normal phase, phenyl phases) of numerous 

manufacturers contributes to the fact that it isn't always smooth to speedy find the proper HPLC column. A 

common reversed phase C18 column may be used for lots analyzes. So one can determine which desk bound 

phase is appropriate, the molecule to be investigated must be taken into consideration in the first step. If one 

desires to analyze a completely polar molecule, there may be a possibility that it does no longer interact with 

the C18 cloth and as a result elutes in the useless time. In this case, as an example, C4, CN, diol or phenyl 

stages are suitable. If on the other hand the analyte is just too unpolar it may irreversibly adhere to the material 

and thus not elute from the column. To avoid this you may try a silica, CN or NH2 segment. This commonly 

occurs whilst the analyte is soluble only in heptane or hexane.15-18 

As soon as the decision is made for the section, the first hurdle is taken. However, it will become even more 

complicated due to the fact that one has to determine between distinctive dimensions and specifications for 

the column to be used, along with particle size, pore length, internal diameter and carbon content.19 

Particle Size: 

Smaller particle sizes yield better resolution than larger particles. Larger particles then again produce a 

decrease back strain inside the HPLC system. A uniform particle length distribution is specifically vital in 

addition to the scale of the particle. An expanded share of small debris increases the backpressure; if too many 

large particles are contained, the cloth loses separation performance because of a lower floor be counted. If a 

huge particle size distribution is used, the cloth can also be poorer. The scale of the particle has a power at the 

satisfactory of the resolution for the reason that length of the debris influences the A and C terms of the Van 

Deemter equation.20-23 

Most desirable separation performance is carried out with as small a ground as viable, thereby growing the 

total quantity of isolating flooring within the column. Especially when the A and C time period may be 

minimized, it's far possible to attain a very good separation overall performance over a massive go with the 

flow range.24 

Pore length: 

The pore length to be used depends on the scale of the molecule to be analysed: the bigger the molecule, the 

bigger the pores ought to be. Pore sizes are commonly given in angstroms, corresponding to 10 Å = 1 nm. For 

small molecules, a column up to 120 Å may be used. For big biomolecules, as an example, columns with pore 

sizes of 3000 Å are suitable. For biomolecules the choice of the correct pore size is specifically critical as it's 

far to be had in a wide variety of sizes. The smaller the pore, the greater floor and interaction possibilities the 

segment has. This lets in them to be loaded better.25 
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Inner diameter/ length 

Depending on the type of analysis and amount of the substance to be analyzed, the dimension of the HPLC 

column should be selected. The HPLC system also limits the variety of available dimensions. 26, 27 

 

SOLVENT SELECTION: 

Crucial Parameters in Reversed phase Chromatography: 

Mobile phase: in lots of cases, the colloquial time period used for the mobile stages in reversed section 

chromatography is “buffer”. However, there's little buffering potential inside the mobile section answers 

considering they normally comprise robust acids at low pH with large concentrations of natural solvents. 

Adequate buffering capacity need to be maintained while working closer to physiological conditions.28, 29 

Organic solvent: The organic solvent (modifier) is delivered to lower the polarity of the aqueous mobile 

section. The decrease the polarity of the cellular section, the more its eluting energy in reversed segment 

chromatography. Even though a massive style of organic solvents may be used in reversed section 

chromatography, in practice only some are robotically hired. The two most widely used natural modifiers 

are acetonitrile and methanol, although acetonitrile is the greater famous choice. Isopropanol (2-propanol) 

can be employed due to its robust eluting houses, however is restricted by way of its excessive viscosity 

which leads to lower column efficiencies and better back pressures.30 

Both acetonitrile and methanol are much less viscous than isopropanol. All three solvents are basically UV 

transparent. This is a crucial assets for reversed phase chromatography considering column elution is 

generally monitored using UV detectors. Acetonitrile is used almost exclusively when setting apart peptides. 

Maximum peptides only soak up at low wavelengths within the extremely- violet spectrum (usually less 

than 225 nm) and acetonitrile provides plenty lower history absorbance than different commonplace 

solvents at low wavelengths.31 

Ion suppression: The retention of peptides and proteins in reversed section chromatography can be 

modified by mobile segment pH on the grounds that these unique solutes comprise ionisable agencies. The 

degree of ionization will depend on the pH of the mobile section. The stability of silica-based totally 

reversed phase media dictates that the working pH of the cell phase must be beneath pH 7.5. The amino 

companies contained in peptides and proteins are charged below pH 7.5. The carboxylic acid organizations, 

but, are neutralised because the pH is reduced. The cellular phase utilized in reversed section 

chromatography is typically prepared with sturdy acids such as trifluoroacetic acid (TFA) or ortho- 

phosphoric acid. Those acids hold a low Ph environment and suppress the ionisation of the acidic companies 

inside the solute molecules. Various the concentration of strong acid components within the cell segment 

can trade the ionisation of the solutes and, therefore, their retention behavior. 
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The important benefit of ion suppression in reversed phase chromatography is the removal of blended mode 

retention consequences due to ionisable silanol businesses closing at the silica gel floor. The effect of mixed 

mode retention is increased retention times with giant peak broadening. 32 - 41 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

FIGURE: TYPICAL EFFECTS OF MIXED-MODE RETENTION. 

(Peaks are broader and skewed, and retention time increases) 

pH: pH plays an important function in accomplishing the chromatographic separations because it controls 

the elution residences via controlling the ionization characteristics. Reversed section separations are most 

customarily done at low pH values, usually among pH 2-four. The low pH effects in excellent solubility 

of the sample additives and ion suppression, not handiest of acidic corporations on the pattern molecules, 

but also of residual silanol businesses at the silica matrix. Acids which includes trifluoroacetic acid, 

heptafluorobutyric acid and ortho-phosphoric acid inside the awareness variety of zero.05 - zero.1% or 50 

- one hundred mM are normally used. Cell stages containing ammonium acetate or phosphate salts are 

suitable to be used at pH’s closer to neutrality. note that phosphate buffers are not volatile it is critical to 

hold the pH of the cellular segment within the variety of 2.0 to 8.0 as maximum columns does now not 

resist to the pH which might be outside this variety. that is due to the reality that the siloxane linkage 

vicinity cleaved underneath pH 2.0; at the same time as at pH valued above eight.0 silica may dissolve 42-

49 

Absorbance: An UV-seen detector is based on the principle of absorption of UV visible light from the 

effluent rising out of the column and surpassed thru a photocell located in the radiation beam. UV detector 

is generally suitable for gradient elution work. Maximum compounds adsorb UV mild inside the variety 

of two hundred- 350 A°. The cellular phase used ought to now not interfere inside the peak sample of the 

desired compound therefore it must no longer absorb on the detection wavelength employed 50-60. 

Selectivity: Selectivity (α) is equivalent to the relative retention of the solute peaks and, not like 

performance, depends strongly at the chemical residences of the chromatography medium. 
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The selectivity, α, for two peaks is given by way of; α= k2´ /k1´ = V2 - V0/V1 – V0 = V2/V1 in which V1 

and V2 are the retention volumes, and k2/k1 are the capability elements, for peaks 1 and 2 respectively, 

and V0 is the void volume of the column. Selectivity is suffering from the floor chemistry of the reversed 

section medium, the nature and composition of the cellular segment, and the gradient shape.61-68 

 

FIGURE: THE EFFECT OF SELECTIVITY AND EFFICIENCY ON RESOLUTION. 

 Both high column efficiency and excellent selectivity are vital to universal decision. But, changing 

the selectivity in a chromatographic test is simpler than converting the efficiency. Selectivity can be 

changed by way of converting easily changed situations like cellular section composition or gradient 

shape. 

Viscosity: Solvent of lowest possible viscosity must be used to decrease separation time. A delivered benefit 

of low viscosity is that excessive performance theoretical plate (HETP) values are normally lower than with 

solvents of better viscosity, because mass switch is faster. Viscosity need to be much less than 0.5 centipoise, 

in any other case excessive pump pressures are required and mass switch between solvent and stationary phase 

might be decreased.50, 51 

Temperature: Temperature will have a profound effect on reversed section chromatography, in particular for 

low molecular weight solutes including quick peptides and oligonucleotides. The viscosity of the cellular 

section utilized in reversed segment chromatography decreases with increasing column temperature. Since 

mass transport of solute between the mobile section and the stationary section is a ramification-controlled 

system, lowering solvent viscosity typically results in extra efficient mass transfer and, consequently, higher 

decision. Growing the temperature of a reversed phase column is specifically effective for low molecular 

weight solutes considering they're certainly stable on the elevated temperatures 69-75. 
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Conclusion: 

It is now clear that when choosing a suitable HPLC column & solvent many different parameters have to be 

considered. There is usually not the one right column or solvent, but you often have a variety of options that 

might be appropriate for the analysis. If the column and solvents parameters are selected specifically for the 

analytes and the instrumental equipment is taken into account, it can be assumed that a suitable 

chromatographic separation is obtained. 
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