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Abstract: 

This article describes the problems faced by the people in the tribal community of Indian society. 

Also described their economic activity and the problems associated with it, as well as the impact on their 

lives. Secondly, it also shows the percentage of the population of the Indian population in tribal society. 

The efforts of the government to solve the problems of tribal society are also mentioned.  

Introduction: 

There are about 450 tribal communities of different names in India. Such as bail, dubla, siddi, 

santhal, gond, khashi, garo, tod, kadar etc. In the constitution of India they are known as schedule trebles. 

According to census data, the population of ST in 1919 is 6.77 carore. Which is almost 8 % of the 

population only 6.2 percent of the tribal's live in the city. They are far behind in terms of development 

compared to other tribal communities. They have different social identities in society. Different problems 

exist within the tribal community of India.  

In view of constitutional rights and human rights, quality, freedom of justice etc. The tribes are 

also deprived of these problems such as poverty, illiteracy, exploitation etc. Do not allow tribal people to 

come forward in comparison to nontribal. It is closely linked not only to economic matters but also to 

culture as well as social isolation and contact with not tribal's 

 

Resolving those problems lies within the colonial rule of the society. So it is extremely important to take 

steps to solve them.  

Keywords: - Tribal people, poverty, debt problems, exploitation, land surplus, agree cultural issues, 

illiteracy.  
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Definition of tribal: 

Tribal is a social community that speaks a specific language, which has distinct culture that 

distinguishes its own community from other times in terms of culture. -Hubel  

The tribal's is a simple community that lives on a fixed terrain speaks one language and has the 

ability to organize in common tasks such a war. -Linton  

Within the constitution of India, tribal people have been identified as scheduled tribes.  

State wise and District wise Population of tribal of India and Gujrat 

State wise Population of tribal District (Gujrat) wise Population of tribal 

Sr. 

No

. 

State 
Name 

Total 

Population 

Tribal 

populatio

n % 

% of 

Tribal 

populatio

n 

District 

Name  

Total 

Populatio

n 

Tribal 

Populatio

n % 

% of 

Tribal 

Populatio

n 

1 Jammu 

Kashmir 

12548926 1499299 11.89 Lachha 2092371 2028 1.16 

2 Himachal 

Pradesh 

6856509 392125 5.72 Barashkeha 3120506 234155 9.11 

3 Punjab 27704236 0 0 Patan 1343730 13308 0.99 

4 Chandigadh 1054646 0 0 Maheshana 2035064 9392 0.46 

5 Uttranchal 10116752 291903 2.88 Sabarkatha 2423589 542156 22.32 

6 Hariyana 25353041 0 0 Gandhinagar 1391573 18204 1.31 

7 Delhi 15753235 0 0 Ahmadabad 7214225 891.38 1.24 

8 Rajasthan 0621012 9238534 13.46 Surendranag

ar 

1756258 21453 1.22 

9 Uttar 

Pradesh 

29958417

7 

1134273 0.57 Rajkot 3804558 24017 0.63 

10 Bihar 20830463

7 

1336573 1.29 Jamnagar 2160119 24187 1.23 

11 Sikkim 607688 20636. 33.96 Porbandar 588449 13039 2.23 

12 Arunachal 

Pradesh 

1382611 951822 68.84 Junagadh 2743082 55571 2.03 

13 Nagaland 134060 1720973 86.39 Amreli 1514190 7322 0.48 

14 Manipur 2855794 902740 31.51 Bhavragadh 2880366 91.10 0.32 

15 Mizoram 1091014 2036115 94.97 Anand 2092745 24824 1.19 

16 Tripura 3671032 1166813 31.78 Kheda 2299885 40336 1.75 

17 Meghalaya 2964007 2555861 86.73 Panchmahal 2390775 721604 30.18 

18 Assam 31169272 3845042 12.45 Dahod 2127086 1580850 74.32 
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19 West 

Bangal 

91347736 5296953 5.79 Vododra 4165626 1149901 27.6 

20 Jarkhand 32966238 9645042 26.22 Remda 550297 481392 81.55 

21 Odisha 41947354 9590755 22.86 Bharuch 1551019 488194 31.48 

22 Chatisgadh 25540196 7822902 30.63 Dang 228291 216073 94.65 

23 Madhya 

Pradesh 

7237565 1531578

4 

21.09 Navahari 1329372 639659 48.11 

24 Gujrat 60439692 1817174 14.75 Vaisad 1705678 902794 52.93 

25 Daman and 

Div 

342911 15363 5.32 Surat 6081322 855952 52.93 

26 Dadar and 

Nagarhaveli 

342453 178564 32.08 Tapi 807022 879320 84.18 

27 Maharashtr

a 

11237297

2 

1051021

3 

9.35 Gujrat 5043568

2 

8917174 14.75 

28 Andraprade

sh 

84665533 5918073 6.98     

29 Karnataka 61130704 4245927 6.95     

30 Goa 1457723 149275 10.24     

31 Lakshyadip 64429 81120 94.45     

32 Keral 33367677 484839 1.45     

33 Tamilnadu 7213495a 794697 11     

34 Pondechari 1344464 0 0     

35 Andman 

Nikobar 

79944 38530 7.51     

 India -

Total 

12108548

77 

1542814

04 

8.61     

 

Characteristics of Tribal people: 

 Each tribal group is as organization made up of several families or group of families. 

 Speaking the same language or language that has no script.  

 Each tribal group has a unique name ex. Bhil, dubla, khashi, garasiya, santhal, toda.  

 Tribal people live in a designated region.  

 The tribal group is an inter married group. 

 There are social norms and taboo to make reciprocal transactions possible. Tribal culture differs 

from other tribes.  
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 The tribal panchayats are the administrative divisions of criminal justice.  

 The division of labour and exchanges is very rare. Tribal is a closed society. Each tribal 

community has its own religion and magic as well as religious tradition. They are much less 

variable.  

Problems of tribal society:  

Problems of poverty illiteracy debt exploitation etc. Raise barriers to getting tribal people status 

equal to other non tribal people. The following is a brief summary of some of the problems.  

The problem of poverty: 

According to a 1960 Alvin committee report, the biggest question for tribes is poverty. According 

to devendra nati thakur in 1973-1974, 55 % percent of total population was poor. In 1977-78 more that 

72 % percent of tribal population was poor. In 2001-2002 more that 26 % percent of the population was 

poor.  

 

Definition of poverty: 

Poverty is deprived of opportunities to lead a healthy, creative life, as well as proper living 

freedom. Dignity and honour. Human development report  

The main cause of poverty: 

 low salary  

 un employment  

 illiteracy 

 slow level science 

 sustainability - oriented economy  

 socio - cultural practices and beliefs 

Debt problems: 

Meaning - debt means cash and commodity borrowing. Buying borrowing means getting some 

sales and payment it's in and paying in terest on the loan. According to 1961 survey in a study conducted 

78 tribal villages, 5 % of household to 50 % of households were in de bated deters. 78 villages were 

divided in to Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Gujarat, madras, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and 

west Bengal. 1975-76 through the debt relief act, the government for gave the debts of the tribal men of 

many states.  

Problem of absorption: 

It is called exploitation if any person or other person or group uses physical labour or uses his or 

her labour of skill in an unprofitable way to compensate for or without compensation, or is exploited.  
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According to a 1937 report by semitone most of the land from the tribes has gone away from the 

lenders in the last 25-50 years due to lending practise.  

The tribes have become like slave to lenders so they are exploited they are born in to debt live and 

die. Tribal farmers can be protected from such exploitation if they are financed by co - operatives or 

commercial banks from the village development bank or the government.  

Land transfer:  

To the tribesman who pledges his land not repay the interest or the value of the goods, then 

mortgaged property goes from the sale to the tender. 1961 the debar commission enacted two land 

conservation laws.  

Tribal law preventing tribal land from going to non - tribal. Laws on giving land own ship to 

tribal's. But these laws later become ineffective in 1963 the abolition act was implemented in Gujarat. 

1978 west Bengal implemented the land resto ration act.  

Agricultural problems: 

In conventional farming, the farm production is low. Farming only one place again and again. Use 

of low level technology and low production. Cultivation of fertility.  

The problem of illiteracy:  

Illiteracy is illiterate but a person who does not have the character knowledge cannot read and 

write and cannot calculate is called illiterate. In 1961, 76 % were illiterate in this 92 % of the tribal 

population was illiterate. More than 70 % of the 1971 population was illiterate. There were more than 89 

% illiterate of the tribal population. In 1981, 64% of the total population was illiterate. In this about 84 % 

of the tribal population was illiterate. In 1991, 78 % of India's population was illiterate. In 2001, 34% of 

the total population was illiterate. Causes: poverty, living in impoverished areas, moving and displacing 

rotating farming. 

Conclusion:  

Thus, the government has undertaken many developmental programs for the development of 

tribal people various developmental programs have been included for them in different five - year plans. 

These schemes are fruitful in the long run. Thus, the government has under taken in tensile efforts form 

the overall upliftment of the tribal's.  
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