
www.ijcrt.org                                                                © 2021 IJCRT | Volume 9, Issue 9 September 2021 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT2109416 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org d749 
 

Statistics and Psychological Research 
 

1Nini Kakkar, 2Manju Gupta 
1Associate Professor, 2Associate Professor 

1Department of Mathematics, 

Navyug Kanya Mahavidyalaya, University of Lucknow, Lucknow, India 
 

Abstract 

Statistics and statistical reasoning are crucial to psychological research, since they provide a method for analysing and 

interpreting data, drawing inferences, and drawing evidence-based conclusions. Researchers may better comprehend 

the behaviour and mental processes of people and groups and contribute to the development of psychological theory 

and practise by using statistical methodologies. 
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Introduction 

 

Statistics and statistical reasoning are essential to psychological research because they provide a method for analysing 

and interpreting study data. Psychological difficulties are disorders or states of mental health that impact a person's 

thoughts, feelings, and behaviours. These issues may vary from minor to severe and have repercussions on a person's 

everyday life, relationships, and well-being. Anxiety disorders, personality disorders, mood disorders (such as 

depression), eating disorders, and drug addiction disorders are frequent psychological issues. Many causes, including 

genetic, environmental, and psychological factors, might cause these issues. Typically, psychological issues are treated 

with a mix of psychotherapy, medication, and lifestyle modifications.  

Using statistics, psychologists test hypotheses, uncover patterns, and make conclusions about the mental processes 

and behaviours of people and groups. 

 

Psychological research and statistics 

By offering a means to gather and analyse data, diagnose and assess diseases, evaluate therapies, identify risk and 

protective variables, and influence public health policy, statistical approaches play a crucial role in the treatment of 

psychological issues. 

 

Descriptive Statistics: Using descriptive statistics, psychologists synthesise and explain the data acquired for their 

investigations [1]. Calculating metrics such as mean, median, mode, standard deviation, and variance is involved. 

Researchers may use descriptive statistics to determine the central tendency of the data, its dispersion, and the presence 

of outliers or unexpected results. This information may assist researchers in identifying data trends and making 

educated judgements on how to examine and interpret the data.  

 

Inferential statistics: Inferential statistics is a vital technique in psychology research because it enables researchers 

to make inferences about populations based on sample data [2]. It is used for testing hypotheses, estimating population 

parameters, generating predictions, generalising results, and determining statistical significance. Inferential statistics 

enable researchers to generalise about a community based on a sample of data, which is especially essential in 

psychological research, since it is typically impractical to investigate the full population. 

 

Data Analysis: Psychologists analyse and assess the data collected for their research using statistical approaches. 

Statistical analysis enables researchers to identify relationships between variables, assess the significance of findings, 

http://www.ijcrt.org/


www.ijcrt.org                                                                © 2021 IJCRT | Volume 9, Issue 9 September 2021 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT2109416 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org d750 
 

and define the strength of the connection between variables. Typical statistical techniques in psychological research 

include correlation analysis, regression analysis, and analysis of variance (ANOVA) [3]. 

 

Experimental Design: In experimental design, statistics is used to determine the appropriate sample size, evaluate the 

effect of the independent variable, and account for any extraneous variables that may affect the outcome of the study. 

The experimental design includes the random assignment of participants to groups, the manipulation of the 

independent variable, and the measurement of the dependent variable. Using statistics, one may determine whether the 

independent variable has a substantial effect on the dependent variable by analysing the study data. 

 

Decision Making: Statistical reasoning is used to determine the significance of data, whether to accept or reject a 

hypothesis, and whether to publish research findings. Researchers use statistical tests to quantify the probability that 

their results are due to random chance and to assess the significance of their findings. 

 

Conclusions 

Psychology studies how individual and societal variables affect behaviour. Psychologists treat individuals, couples, 

and groups based on their interactions. Psychologists value empirical data and spend a lot of time on research, statistics, 

measurement, and other field-related tasks. These doctors use evidence-based treatments. Psychologists prioritise 

environmental over biological causes. Psychologists feel mastering statistics is vital to making smart decisions. 
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