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ABSTRACT 

The textiles industry has been an integral part of human civilization for centuries, playing a significant role in 

economic development, cultural expression and societal well-being. This research paper aims to explore the 

often overlooked and underappreciated contributions of women in the textiles industry. By examining 

historical perspectives, current practices and societal impact, this study sheds light on the multifaceted roles 

women have played in the industry throughout history and highlights their invaluable contributions to textile 

production, design, entrepreneurship, labour movements and social impact. The research begins with a 

historical overview, tracing the evolution of women's involvement in the textiles industry from ancient times 

to the present day. It explores how women's roles in textile production have evolved, from their early 

contributions in spinning and weaving to their participation in modern-day techniques, such as dyeing and 

embroidery.  

Furthermore, the research delves into the realm of textile design and innovation, highlighting the significant 

contributions made by women in shaping artistic expressions, patterns and designs. It profiles notable female 

designers and innovators who have left a lasting impact on the industry and discusses their creative 

contributions. Additionally, the paper explores the entrepreneurial endeavours of women in the textiles 

industry, shedding light on successful female entrepreneurs who have overcome challenges and achieved 

remarkable success.  

The research also examines the active participation of women in labour movements within the textiles 

industry. It discusses their efforts in advocating for fair wages, improved working conditions, and workers' 

rights. Moreover, this research highlights the broader social impact of women's participation in the textiles 

industry. It investigates how their involvement has not only empowered them economically but also 

contributed to community development and societal progress. By analysing initiatives and organizations that 

support women's empowerment, the study showcases the potential for social change through women's 

participation in the industry. 

While acknowledging the progress made, the research also identifies the persistent challenges and gender 

inequalities that women face in the textiles industry. The study concludes by emphasizing the importance of 

recognizing and valuing women's contributions in the textiles industry, as well as the potential for further 

research and actions to foster a more inclusive and equitable industry. 

KEYWORDS:Textiles Industry, Production, Entrepreneurship, Labor Movements, Social Impact, Gender 

Equality. 
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INTRODUCTION: 

Throughout history, women have been heavily involved in textile production, performing tasks such as 

spinning, weaving, dyeing and embroidery. In many societies, textile production was predominantly carried 

out by women in households or small community-based settings. Women’s expertise in spinning and weaving 

techniques contributed to the quality and intricacy of textiles. The Industrial Revolution led to the transition 

from home-based production to factory settings, where women continued to work in textile mills and factories, 

operating machinery and engaging in mass production. This study uses secondary data to have an insight of 

contribution of women in textiles industry. 

Women in Textile Design and Innovation: 

Women have made significant contributions to textile design and innovation, bringing creativity and artistic 

expressions to the industry. Notable female designers have influenced textile trends and patterns throughout 

history, from ancient civilizations to contemporary times. Women have played pivotal roles in the 

development of new techniques, experimentation with materials and the fusion of traditional and modern 

design elements. Their contributions have shaped fashion trends, interior design and the overall aesthetics of 

textiles. 

Women in Textile Entrepreneurship: 

Women have been involved in textile entrepreneurship, starting and managing their own textile businesses. 

Female textile entrepreneurs have demonstrated resilience and innovation, overcoming gender biases and 

challenges in accessing resources and markets. They have played significant roles in promoting local textile 

industries, preserving traditional craftsmanship and exploring sustainable practices. Women-led textile 

businesses have contributed to job creation, economic growth and community development. 

Women in Textile Labor Movements: 

Women have actively participated in labour movements within the textiles industry, advocating for fair wages, 

improved working conditions and workers' rights. They have organized strikes, formed labour unions and 

fought against exploitative practices. Women’s involvement in labour movements has played a crucial role in 

shaping labour laws and policies, leading to improved conditions for textile workers. 

Women's Empowerment and Social Impact: 

Women's participation in the textiles industry has empowered them economically and socially. Income earned 

through textile production and entrepreneurship has provided women with financial independence and greater 

decision-making power. Women’s involvement in the industry has had a positive impact on their families, 

communities and societies, contributing to poverty alleviation and social development. Initiatives and 

organizations have emerged to support women's empowerment in the textiles industry, providing training, 

access to resources and market opportunities. 

Women's Contribution in the Textiles Industry: 

The textiles industry has a long and rich history, playing a significant role in the development of societies 

worldwide. Within this industry, women have made invaluable contributions throughout history and continue 

to do so in contemporary times. Their involvement encompasses various aspects, including textile production, 

design, entrepreneurship, labour movements and social impact. This research focuses on exploring and 

highlighting the often-underappreciated contributions of women in the textiles industry. By shedding light on 

their significant role, the aim is to foster recognition, appreciation and further efforts towards gender equality 

in this dynamic and vital sector. 

Objectives: 

 To analyse the significant contribution of women in textile industry 

 To analyse the value of womenentrepreneur in textile industry 

 To know the role of women in economic development 
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The significance and history of the textiles industry: 

The textiles industry holds immense significance both historically and in contemporary society. It 

encompasses the production, design and distribution of textile products, including fabrics, clothing, home 

furnishings and more. The industry's significance can be traced back to ancient times when textiles served as 

essential commodities for meeting basic human needs. 

Throughout history, textiles have played a crucial role in cultural expression, trade and economic 

development. Textiles have been intertwined with the fabric of societies, reflecting cultural identities, social 

status and artistic traditions. The production and trade of textiles have facilitated cultural exchange, influenced 

fashion trends and acted as a medium for showcasing creativity and craftsmanship. 

The textiles industry has also been a driving force behind global trade and economic growth. In the past, the 

demand for textiles spurred the development of trade routes, connecting distant regions and cultures.  

Moreover, the textiles industry has historically provided employment opportunities for a significant portion 

of the population, particularly women. Textile production, often carried out in households or community 

settings, allowed women to contribute to their families' economic well-being and gain financial independence. 

In many cultures, textile skills and techniques were passed down through generations, preserving traditional 

craftsmanship and contributing to local economies. 

The industrial revolution in the 18th and 19th centuries marked a significant turning point in the history of the 

textiles industry. Advancements in technology and machinery transformed the production processes, leading 

to the rise of textile factories. This period witnessed the mechanization of various tasks previously performed 

by hand, resulting in increased productivity and the mass production of textiles. Women played a crucial role 

during this era, working in textile mills and factories, often under harsh conditions. 

In contemporary times, the textiles industry continues to be a major global industry, contributing significantly 

to national economies and international trade. Technological advancements have further revolutionized 

production processes, enabling greater efficiency and diversification of textile products. The industry 

encompasses a wide range of sectors, including fashion, interior design, technical textiles and sustainable 

textiles, reflecting the evolving demands and preferences of consumers. 

Recognizing the historical significance and ongoing impact of the textiles industry is essential for 

understanding the context in which women have contributed to this sector. Women’scontributions have been 

pivotal in shaping the industry's growth, innovation and societal impact.  

The purpose of this research paper is to explore and highlight the significant contributions of women 

in the textiles industry. By examining their involvement in various aspects of the industry, including 

production, design, entrepreneurship, labour movements and social impact, the research aims to shed light on 

the underappreciated role of women and advocate for greater recognition and equality within the textiles 

industry. 

Women have made invaluable contributions to the textiles industry throughout history and in contemporary 

times, playing pivotal roles in production, design, entrepreneurship, labour movements and social impact. 

Recognizing and appreciating their contributions is crucial for fostering gender equality and creating a more 

inclusive and equitable textiles industry. 

Exploring the historical role of women in the textiles industry: 

Throughout history, women have played a fundamental role in the textiles industry, making significant 

contributions to various aspects of textile production, design and craftsmanship. Their involvement in the 

industry can be traced back to ancient times, where textile skills were passed down from generation to 

generation and women were central to textile production in households and community settings. 

One of the earliest examples of women's involvement in the textiles industry is found in ancient civilizations 

such as Egypt, Mesopotamia and Indus Valley, where they were responsible for spinning fibres into yarn and 

weaving fabrics. Textile production was considered a domestic task and women played a vital role in ensuring 

the provision of clothing and textiles for their families and communities. 
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In the Middle Ages, textile production expanded and women continued to be key participants. They were 

involved in various stages of the textile-making process, including carding, spinning and weaving. Women 

often worked in guilds, which provided opportunities for skill development and economic independence. 

Guilds also regulated quality standards and protected the interests of textile workers. 

During the Industrial Revolution in the 18th and 19th centuries, the textiles industry underwent significant 

transformations with the advent of machinery and factory-based production. While the Industrial Revolution 

is often associated with male-dominated factory work, women played a crucial role in this period as well. 

Textile mills became a major source of employment for women, particularly in regions such as England and 

the northeastern United States. Women worked long hours in factories, operating machinery, and performing 

various tasks in textile production, such as spinning, weaving, and dyeing. 

The rise of textile factories during the Industrial Revolution also brought about social and labour movements. 

Women played a prominent role in advocating for better working conditions and workers' rights. They 

organized strikes, formed unions and fought against exploitative practices, seeking fair wages and improved 

treatment. Women's participation in labour movements was instrumental in shaping labour laws and 

regulations, leading to progress in workers' rights within the textiles industry. 

In addition to their role in production, women have made significant contributions to textile design and 

innovation throughout history. They have been instrumental in developing intricate patterns, exploring new 

dyeing techniques and incorporating cultural and artistic elements into textiles. Notable female designers and 

artisans have left a lasting impact on the industry, creating unique and influential textile designs that have 

transcended time and cultural boundaries. 

Overall, the historical role of women in the textiles industry has been multifaceted and essential. From ancient 

civilizations to the Industrial Revolution, women have been at the forefront of textile production, design and 

labour movements. Their contributions have shaped the industry's practices, quality standards, and artistic 

expressions. Recognizing and appreciating their historical role is crucial for understanding the depth of 

women's influence in the textiles industry and for advocating for gender equality in the field. 

How women's contributions have evolved over time: 

Women's contributions in the textiles industry have evolved significantly over time, reflecting changing 

societal dynamics, technological advancements and the pursuit of gender equality. 

Industrial Revolution and Factory Work: 

 The Industrial Revolution marked a major shift in the textiles industry, as production shifted from 

home-based to factory-based settings. 

 Women played a prominent role in factory work, operating machinery and performing tasks such as 

spinning, weaving and dyeing. 

 The factory environment provided new employment opportunities for women, but it also introduced 

harsh working conditions and long hours. 

Technological Advancements: 

 Women have adapted to and embraced new technologies, utilizing advanced machinery and computer-

aided design (CAD) systems for textile production and design. 

 Automation and digitalization have streamlined processes and expanded possibilities in areas such as 

fabric printing, embroidery and pattern development. 

 Women's contributions in utilizing and advancing technology have played a vital role in shaping the 

modern textiles industry. 

Entrepreneurship and Business Leadership: 

 Women's involvement in textile entrepreneurship has witnessed a significant rise over time. 

 Women-led textile enterprises have focused on innovation, sustainability, and the preservation of 

traditional craftsmanship. 

 Their contributions have fostered economic growth, created employment opportunities and brought 

fresh perspectives to the industry. 
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Design and Fashion Influence: 

 Women have exerted significant influence in textile design, shaping fashion trends and aesthetics. 

 Female designers have gained recognition and created iconic fashion brands, influencing the global 

fashion industry. 

 Women's contributions to design have brought diversity, cultural influences, and social relevance to 

textiles. 

Advocacy and Social Impact: 

 Women have played a pivotal role in advocating for workers' rights, fair wages, and improved 

working conditions. 

 Women's efforts have contributed to raising awareness about ethical and sustainable practices in the 

textiles industry 

 Women's contributions in the textiles industry have expanded beyond production to encompass 

leadership, entrepreneurship, design and social impact.  

key milestones that have influenced women's involvement in the industry: 

 Several key milestones and changes have influenced women's involvement in the textiles industry over time. 

These milestones reflect shifts in societal attitudes, technological advancements, and efforts towards gender 

equality. Here are some notable milestones: 

 Industrial Revolution: 

The Industrial Revolution in the 18th and 19th centuries marked a significant milestone in the textiles 

industry.Women's involvement transitioned from home-based production to factory work, as textile 

production became mechanized.Factory employment provided new opportunities for women, but it also 

introduced challenging working conditions and long hours. 

 Women's Suffrage Movement: 

The late 19th and early 20th centuries saw the rise of the women's suffrage movement, advocating for women's 

right to vote and broader gender equality.The suffrage movement paved the way for expanded opportunities 

for women, including in the textiles industry.Women gained a stronger voice and began challenging gender 

stereotypes, leading to increased recognition of their contributions. 

 Technological Advancements: 

Technological advancements, such as automated machinery and computer-aided design, have revolutionized 

the textiles industry.These advancements have made textile production more efficient, allowing women to 

embrace new roles and opportunities.Women have adapted to and utilized technology, expanding their 

involvement in areas such as fabric printing, embroidery and pattern development. 

 Rise of Women Entrepreneurs: 

In recent decades, there has been a significant rise in women-led textile businesses and 

entrepreneurship.Women have taken on leadership roles, starting their own textile brands and enterprises.This 

trend has brought fresh perspectives, innovation, and a focus on sustainability to the industry, while also 

empowering women economically. 

 Increased Focus on Sustainability and Ethical Practices: 

The growing awareness of environmental and social issues has influenced the textiles industry and women's 

involvement within it.Women have been at the forefront of initiatives promoting sustainable and ethical 

practices in textile production and design.Their contributions have emphasized the importance of fair trade, 

responsible sourcing and environmental stewardship. 

 Recognition of Women's Contributions: 

Efforts to recognize and celebrate women's contributions in the textiles industry have gained momentum. 

Women designers, artisans, and entrepreneurs have gained increased visibility and recognition for their 

creative and business achievements. Awards, exhibitions and platforms focused on showcasing women's work 

have emerged, providing greater exposure and opportunities for networking and collaboration. These 
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milestones and changes have shaped the trajectory of women's involvement in the textiles industry, 

challenging traditional gender roles, expanding opportunities and driving progress towards gender equality.  

Examining various roles that women have played in textile production. 

Women have played diverse and significant roles in textile production throughout history. Their contributions 

encompass various stages of the production process, from raw materials to finished textiles. Here are some 

key roles that women have played: 

 Spinning and Yarn Preparation: 

Women have traditionally been responsible for spinning fibres into yarn, a crucial step in textile production. 

They used spinning wheels or spindles to transform raw fibres, such as wool or cotton, into thread or yarn. 

This task required skill, precision, and knowledge of different fibres and spinning techniques. 

 Weaving and Loom Operation: 

Weaving is the process of interlacing yarns to create fabric, and women have been integral to this craft. They 

operated hand looms or powered looms, meticulously weaving yarns together to form textiles. Women’s 

expertise in weaving included pattern design, colour combinations, and fabric structure. 

 Dyeing and Coloration: 

Women have been involved in dyeing textiles, adding colour and vibrancy to the finished products. They 

worked with natural dyes derived from plants, roots, or insects to achieve a range of colours. Women’s 

knowledge of dyeing techniques and colour mixing contributed to the aesthetics and artistic value of textiles. 

 Embroidery and Embellishment: 

Embroidery is the art of decorating fabric using needle and thread, and women have excelled in this intricate 

craft. They have embellished textiles with ornate patterns, motifs, and designs, adding beauty and texture to 

fabrics. Embroidery often served as a form of cultural expression and storytelling, reflecting local traditions 

and identities. 

 Textile Design and Pattern Development: 

Women have been instrumental in textile design, creating patterns and motifs that define the visual identity 

of fabrics. They have utilized various techniques, such as block printing, batik, or screen printing, to imprint 

designs on textiles. Women designers have brought creativity, cultural influences, and innovation to textile 

design, shaping fashion trends and artistic expressions. 

 Home-based Production and Cottage Industries: 

In many cultures, textile production took place within households or small-scale cottage industries, and 

women played a central role. They managed home-based textile workshops, coordinating various tasks among 

family members or hired artisans. Women’s involvement ensured the provision of clothing and textiles for 

their families and contributed to local economies. 

 Labor Movements and Activism: 

Women have actively participated in labour movements and advocacy for workers' rights within the textiles 

industry. They have organized strikes, formed unions and fought for fair wages, improved working conditions, 

and better treatment. Women’s efforts in labour movements have played a vital role in shaping labour laws 

and regulations, protecting the rights of textile workers. From spinning and weaving to dyeing, embroidery 

and design, women have brought skill, creativity and cultural heritage to the industry. Their expertise and 

labour have shaped the quality, aesthetics and innovation of textiles throughout history. 
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Discussingwomen’s involvement in areas such as spinning, weaving, dyeing and embroidery. 

Women have played significant roles in various aspects of textile production, including spinning, weaving, 

dyeing, and embroidery. Let's explore each of these areas in more detail: 

 Spinning: 

Spinning involves the conversion of fibres into yarn or thread, a critical step in textile production. Historically, 

women have been central to spinning, utilizing spinning wheels or spindles to transform raw fibres into usable 

yarn. They possessed expertise in selecting the appropriate fibres, preparing them for spinning, and creating 

yarns of different thicknesses and qualities. Women’s spinning skills were passed down through generations, 

ensuring the continuity of this essential craft. 

 Weaving: 

Weaving is the process of interlacing yarns to create fabric, and women have been integral to this craft. They 

operated hand looms or powered looms, skilfully interlacing warp and weft threads to produce textiles. 

Women’s expertise in weaving encompassed pattern design, colour combinations, and fabric structure. They 

created intricate designs and motifs, showcasing their artistic sensibilities and cultural influences. 

 Dyeing: 

Dyeing involves imparting colour to textiles, and women have played a significant role in this aspect of textile 

production. They worked with natural dyes derived from plants, roots, or insects, developing an understanding 

of the dyeing process and colour extraction techniques. Women’s knowledge of dyeing methods, including 

immersion dyeing, resist dyeing (such as tie-dye or batik), and printing techniques, contributed to the vibrant 

and diverse range of colours in textiles. 

 

 Embroidery: 

Embroidery is the art of decorating fabric with needle and thread, and women have excelled in this intricate 

craft. They have used various stitches and techniques to create decorative patterns, motifs, and designs on 

textiles. Women’s embroidery skills have been honed over generations, often reflecting local traditions, 

cultural symbolism, and personal creativity. Embroidery adds texture, beauty, and storytelling elements to 

textiles, enhancing their aesthetic appeal and cultural significance. Women’s involvement in spinning, 

weaving, dyeing, and embroidery has been both practical and artistic. They have combined technical 

proficiency with creativity, showcasing their cultural heritage and personal expression in textile production. 

Emphasizing the significance of women's contributions in the textiles industry: 

The significance of women's contributions in the textiles industry cannot be overstated. Women have played 

a crucial role throughout history in shaping the industry's development, growth and cultural significance. Their 

contributions encompass various aspects, including production, design, entrepreneurship and advocacy. Here 

are some key reasons why their contributions are significant. 

Economic Impact: Women's contributions have a significant economic impact on the textiles industry. 

Women make up a substantial portion of the industry's workforce, driving production and manufacturing 

processes. Their skills and expertise contribute to the overall productivity and profitability of the industry. 

Cultural Heritage:Women's contributions in areas such as spinning, weaving, embroidery, and textile design 

have deep cultural significance. They preserve traditional techniques, patterns, and motifs that have been 

passed down through generations, ensuring the continuity of cultural heritage and enriching the diversity of 

textile production. 

Design Innovation: Women have been at the forefront of textile design and innovation, bringing new ideas, 

aesthetics, and creativity to the industry. Their unique perspectives and artistic sensibilities have led to the 

development of groundbreaking designs, patterns, and textiles that shape fashion trends and inspire new 

artistic expressions. 
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Entrepreneurial Spirit: Women entrepreneurs in the textiles industry have demonstrated remarkable 

resilience, innovation, and business acumen. Their entrepreneurial endeavours contribute to job creation, 

economic growth, and the overall dynamism of the industry. Women-owned textile businesses also foster 

social and economic empowerment within their communities. 

Social Impact: Women's contributions in the textiles industry have significant social impact. They provide 

employment opportunities for women in both formal and informal sectors, promoting financial independence 

and empowerment. Women's involvement in the industry can also challenge traditional gender norms and 

foster greater gender equality within societies. 

Sustainable Practices: Women have been instrumental in advocating for sustainable practices in the textiles 

industry. Their emphasis on ethical sourcing, fair trade, and environmentally friendly production methods 

promotes social responsibility and contributes to the industry's sustainable development. 

Community Development: Women's contributions in the textiles industry often extend beyond individual 

businesses or production processes. They actively engage in community development initiatives, such as 

supporting local artisans, preserving traditional craftsmanship, and promoting social welfare programs that 

benefit textile workers and their families. 

Inspiring Future Generations: Women's contributions in the textiles industry serve as inspiration for future 

generations. Their achievements and leadership inspire young women to pursue careers in the industry, 

fostering a pipeline of talent and ensuring the industry's continued growth and innovation. 

Recognizing and acknowledging the significance of women's contributions in the textiles industry is not only 

a matter of gender equality but also essential for the industry's overall progress, sustainability, and cultural 

richness.  

Discussing the potential for further research and actions to promote gender equality in the industry: 

Further research and actions are crucial to promote gender equality in the textiles industry. While progress 

has been made, there is still work to be done. Here are some areas that warrant further research and actions to 

advance gender equality: 

Equal Pay and Workplace Equality: Research can focus on analysing and addressing the gender pay gap 

within the textiles industry, as well as exploring strategies to ensure workplace equality. This includes 

studying the factors contributing to pay disparities, evaluating the effectiveness of existing policies, and 

proposing solutions to achieve fair and equitable compensation. Leadership and Representation: Further 

research can delve into the underrepresentation of women in leadership roles within the industry. It can 

examine the barriers and biases that hinder women's advancement and propose strategies to increase women's 

representation in decision-making positions, management roles, and boardrooms. 

Work-Life Balance and Supportive Policies: Research can explore the impact of work-life balance 

initiatives and supportive policies on women's participation and advancement in the textiles industry. It can 

investigate the effectiveness of flexible work arrangements, parental leave policies, and childcare support in 

promoting gender equality and empowering women. 

Education and Skill Development: Further research can focus on the barriers that hinder women's access to 

education and skill development opportunities in the textiles industry. It can explore strategies to promote 

equal access to quality education and training programs, particularly in areas such as design, technology and 

entrepreneurship. 

Empowering Female Entrepreneurs: Research can examine the challenges faced by women entrepreneurs 

in the textiles industry, including access to finance, markets, and resources. It can identify best practices, 

innovative models and policies that support and empower women to start and grow their businesses. 

Intersectionality and Inclusivity: Further research can investigate the experiences of women from diverse 

backgrounds within the textiles industry, considering factors such as race, ethnicity, socio-economic status, 

and disability. Understanding the intersectionality of gender with other identities will provide insights into 

unique challenges and enable the development of more inclusive policies and practices. 

 

http://www.ijcrt.org/


www.ijcrt.org                                                            © 2021 IJCRT | Volume 9, Issue 1 January 2021 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT2101604 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org 4930 
 

Collaboration and Partnerships: Research can explore the effectiveness of collaborative efforts and 

partnerships in promoting gender equality in the textiles industry. It can assess the impact of industry-wide 

initiatives, public-private partnerships, and stakeholder collaborations in driving systemic change and 

fostering gender equality. 

Awareness and Advocacy: Research can examine the role of awareness campaigns, advocacy groups, and 

industry associations in promoting gender equality in the textiles industry. It can assess the effectiveness of 

such initiatives in challenging gender stereotypes, raising awareness of gender issues, and driving positive 

change within the industry. 

Suggestions in addition to research, actions can be taken to promote gender equality in the textiles 

industry. These actions include: 

 Implementing and enforcing policies that promote gender equality, including equal pay, anti-

discrimination and work-life balance policies. 

 Establishing mentoring and leadership development programs to support women's career 

advancement. 

 Encouraging and supporting women's entrepreneurship through access to finance, business 

development support and market opportunities. 

 Fostering collaborations and networks that provide a platform for knowledge sharing, advocacy and 

collective action on gender equality. 

 Providing training and skill development programs that cater to the specific needs of women in the 

textiles industry. 

 Promoting diversity and inclusion in recruitment, hiring, and promotion practices to ensure equal 

opportunities for women. 

 Engaging with stakeholders, including government bodies, industry associations and civil society 

organizations, to drive systemic change and promote gender equality. 

 Creating awareness campaigns to challenge gender stereotypes and promote the value of women's 

contributions in the textiles industry. 

 Supporting initiatives and organizations that champion women's empowerment and gender equality in 

the industry. 

 By conducting further research and taking proactive actions, the textiles industry can make significant 

strides towards achieving gender equality, creating a more inclusive, diverse and thriving industry for 

all. 
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