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Abstract

ThefluctuatingreligiousprofileofIndianpopulationhasarobustinfluenceonthecurrenthistoryof
IndiaanditremainstobeamongthechiefdeterminingfactoroftheconflictontheIndiansubcontinent.
Consequently,itislikelytoacquireanimpartiallylaboriousdepictionofthefluctuationsintherelative
populationsofdiversereligionsfortheperiodenclosedbythecensusoperations.Inordertoprogress
theeffectivenessofguidelines,theseneedtobestudied.Theobjectivesofthepaperentitled
“DemographicImplicationOfChangingReligiousCompositionInIndia:BriefAnalysisOf2011Census
Report”aretostudythetrendofpopulationgrowthamongmajorreligiousgroupsandchanginggrowth
ratesinIndia;tohighlightthespatialconcentrationanddisparityofmajorreligiousgroupsandtostudy
thedemographicconsequencesofthevaryingform ofreligiouscomposition.Theresearchworkis
fundamentallybasedonsecondarydatacollectedfromdifferentgovernmentpublishedhandbooks.The
collecteddataarethenobservedproperlyandthenorganized,tabulatedandprocessedfrom
transformationoftherawfactsintobeneficialinformation.Thenewinthisstudythatmayhelpfuland
usefultoreadersistoknowthereligiouscompositionofpopulationinaspatialtemporalpatternand
ReligiousCompositionandLiteracyRateasSpatialAnalysisasPer2011Census.

Keywords:Religiousgroups;Demographic;Composition;Changing;Pattern.

1.INTRODUCTION

Solitary,thebasicsocio-culturalfoundationsofasocietyisreligion.Diversepeoplecomprehendand
expressreligiousidentityintheirpersonalwayandthus,formeddiversityofculture.Religionhasbeen



www.ijcrt.org ©2020IJCRT|Volume8,Issue9September2020|ISSN:2320-2882

IJCRT2009542 InternationalJournalofCreativeResearchThoughts(IJCRT)www.ijcrt.org 4248

well-defineddifferentlybyseveralresearchers.In18thcenturyFriedrichSchleiermacherdefinedreligion
asfeelingofabsolutedependence.William Jamesdefinedreligionastheenthusiastictemperof
espousal.Insimpletermreligionmaybedefinedasman’sbeliefinsupernaturalorinwhatstimulatesa
feelingofaweorpietyinhim,orinwhatheconsiderssacred(Chandna,2012).Indiaisoneofthe
utmostpopulouscountrieswhichcoversonly2.4% ofthetotallandareaoftheworld.Studyof
compositionofpopulationinacertainareaisveryimportant,becauseitreferstotheattributeof
populationsuchasethnicity,tribe,language,religion,literacy,educationetc.Thestudyofcomposition
ofpopulationaidsusinunderstandingthesocial,economicanddemographicstructureofpopulation.
(Hussain,2002)Religiouscompositionofthepopulationispertinentfornumerousreasons.Itisa
typicalpersuadingseveralfeatureofdistinctbehaviours.Eventhoughthefeaturesofindividual
behaviourareinfluencedbyfurtherreason,butreligionisoriginatedtohaveanautonomousconclusion
onseveraldemographicandeconomicoutcomeoftheworld.Everyreligionvariesintheirimportance
onmaritalobligation,divorce,rights,fertilitydemandsetc.(Mukherji,1970).

Withadiversephysiographicandclimatecondition,the
peopleofIndiaalsopresentanincrediblevariationofracial,religiousandlinguisticspattern.Religionis
muchmoreinfluentialinthelivesofpeopleofIndiathanthewesterncountriesoftheworld,thusthe
characteristics ofthe population ofallmajorreligious groups influence India’s population
characteristicsinoverall.(Khullar,2012) ThevaryingreligiousprofileofIndianpopulationhashad
astronginfluenceonthelatesthistoryofIndia,anditcontinuestobeamongstthemajorfactorsof
conflictontheIndiansubcontinent.Coincidentally,contrarythecasteandcommunityaffiliations,the
religiousrelationshipsofthefolksofIndiahavecontinuouslybeendocumentedinthesurvey
procedures.So,itislikelytoobtainafairlyrigorouspictureofthechangesintherelativepopulationsof
differentreligionsfortheperiodcoveredbythecensusoperations.Fluctuatingreligiouscompositions
canbeobservedasaproblematicindifferentpoint.Itisaproblem ofeconomicgeography,whenit
showsalarm witheconomicdisparitiesinresourceutilizationbydifferentreligions.Itisasocial
geographicproblem,whenitconcernswithsocialstratifications,conversationsandcommunalism.Itis
asocialgeographicproblem,whenitconcernswiththeinteractionbetweenreligiousandlandscape,
religionandlandscape,religionandphysicalenvironment.Aswell,itcanbeobservedasacultural
geographicproblem whenitconcernsdiffusion,spatialinteraction,developmentofcultureetc.
(Hoffman,1948)Butherewehavetolookitasaproblem ofpopulationgeographyanddemography.
Numberoftotalpopulations,growthrate,fertilityrate,mortalityrate,literacy,workparticipationrate,etc.
ofdifferentreligionisdifferentamongdifferentreligiousgroups.Allthesearegoverningbybeliefs,
culture,norms,customsetcoftheirreligion.Allthesearegoverningbybeliefs,culture,norms,customs
etcoftheirreligion.Allofthesecharacteristicsofparticularreligiousgroupsdeterminetheoverall
populationcharacteristicsofIndiaandthus,developmentofourcountrydirectlyorindirectly.
Fromplanningpointofsight,thepopulationfeaturesofreligiousgroupsareverysignificant.Inorderto
progresstheefficiencyofstrategies,theseneedtobestudied.Thisstudyisalsosignificanttoimprove
theconditionandwell-beingofthereligiousgroups.Itwillgivedetailinformationofdemographic
implicationsofchangingreligiouscompositioninIndia.

2.OBJECTIVES

 TostudythetrendofpopulationgrowthamongmajorreligiousgroupsandvaryinggrowthratesinIndia;

 Tohighlightthespatialconcentrationsanddisparitiesofmajorreligiousgroups;

 Tostudythedemographicconsequencesofthevaryingpatternofreligiouscomposition.

3.DATABASEANDMETHODOLOGY

Theresearchworkisbasicallybasedonsecondarydatasourcecomposedfrom thedifferent
governmentpublishedhandbooks.VariousCensusofIndiavolumesrelatingtodifferenttimeperiods
havebeenconsideredforthestudyofoverallpatternofreligiouscompositioninIndia.Inaddition,many
bookslikeIndia:Acomprehensivestudy,CensusofIndia2011,PrimaryCensusAbstractetchavebeen
thoroughlyusedforcollectionofothernecessarysecondarydata.

Thecollecteddataarethensurveyedsuitablyandthenarranged,tabulatedand
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processedfromalterationoftherawfacts&figuresintousefulinformation.Differenttypesofstatistical
techniquesareusedinthestudy.

4.BRIEFREVIEWOFLITERATURE (Chandna,2012)inhis
booktitled“GeographyofPopulation”analysedinter-religiondiversitiesindesignatedfeatureof
populationinIndiaandfoundthattheHindusaremoreprevalentinIndia,theJainsarethemostliterate,
theMuslimsrecordthehighestgrowthrateaswellaslowestsexratiobutnotfarbehindHindusin
termsofliteracy. (Khullar,2012)in his book entitled “INDIA:A Comprehensive
Geography”analysed aboutpopulation,population composition,migration patterns,trends in
urbanisationandhumandevelopment.
(Mukherji,1970)intheirstudytitled“ReligiousCompositionofIndia’spopulation:ASpatialAnalysis”
observedthattheminorityreligiousgroupsarefocusedinoutlyinglocation.

(Bhardwaj,1983)in hisbookentitled “Hindu
PlacesofPilgrimageinIndia:AStudyinCulturalGeography”putforthHinduismspreadtoareaswhich
weremoretothecultivateagricultureandthatthearealessappropriatetothismethodofcultivation
outsidetherealmofHindu.
(Hoffman,1948)deservesthecreditforthefirstnotableworkonreligiousgroupsinIndiahisstudy
includes“India:MainPopulationConcentration”. (Hussain,2002)inhisbook
entitled“HumanGeography”analysedaboutnatureandscopeofHumanGeographyandabout
populationdistribution,density,growthandpopulationcompositionandalsoabouthumandevelopment
andhumansettlements. (Ghosh,2015)inhisreport“ReligiousCensus2011:Hindusbelow80%
forfirsttime,Muslimgrowthratefalls”statedthatconferringtoacertifiedreport,theportionofHindus
inthepopulationhasslidlessthan80%fortheforemostperiod.Thepopulationin2011wasat121
crores-Hindusmakeup79.8%ofthepopulationat96.63crores. (PLECHER, 2020)
statedinhisarticleentitled“TotalPopulationofIndia2024”statedtotalpopulationofIndiafrom2014-
2024andpredictedtosurpassChinawithin40years.(INDIA,2011)TheNationalPortalofIndiastated
thecensusreportsof2011.Itpresentsinformationresourcesandonlineservicesfrom Government
resources,availablefromasinglepoint.
(TheRegistrarGeneralandCensusCommissioner,2011)entitled“PopulationbyReligiousCommunity”
conducted,arrangedandanalysedtheresultsofthedemographicsurveysofIndiaincludingCensusof
IndiaandLinguisticSurveyofIndiain2011. (Wikipedia,n.d.)entitled“ReligioninIndia”statedabout
thestatusofdifferentreligionsinIndiaalsoitshistoryandlaw,accordingto2011censusreport.

5.RELIGIOUSCOMPOSITIONOFPOPULATION:SPATIO-TEMPORALPATTERNS

5.1TrendofPopulationGrowthAmongMajorReligiousGroupsinIndia:

Populationgrowthmeansthevariationinthenumberofpopulationsofaplacebyincreasingor
decreasing.Itisdeterminedbythefertility,mortalityandalsobythemigrationofthatparticularplace.In
caseoftrendofgrowthofpopulationofacountry,differentreligionshowsdifferentpicture.Thisisalso
applicableincaseofIndia,wherethethreemajorreligionofthecountryhavedifferentscenariooftrend
ofgrowthofpopulation.From1961to2011,thetrendofgrowthofpopulationofthemajorreligious
groupsinIndiacanbeshowninthegivenfigure1.(INDIA,2011)
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Figure1:TrendofpopulationgrowthamongmajorreligiousgroupsinIndia(1961-2011)

Source:(INDIA,2011)

Fromtheabovefigure1,wecanseethetrendofgrowthofpopulationwhichisveryhighincase
ofHinduthantheothertworeligionssince1961-2011,besides,therateofgrowthoftotalpopulationis
alsoinincreasingtrend.TheabovegivendatashowsthatthedecadalgrowthrateofHindusduring
1961-1971islessthanthatofMuslimsandChristians.Duringthesameperiodthegrowthrateof
Hindusisalsolessthanthetotalgrowthrateofthecountry.(RELIGIONDATACENSUS2011,2011)
Duringalltheseperiodsbetween1961-2011,thedecadalgrowthrateofMuslimisalwayshigherthan
theothertworeligionandalsohigherthanthetotalgrowthrateofthecountry.Thegrowthrateof
Muslimsishighestduringtheperiodof1991-2001i.e.36%.

6.CHANGINGRELIGIOUSCOMPOSITIONOFPOPULATIONANDITSSPATIALVARIATIONDURING
2011CENSUSININDIA

IndiaisuniversallyrecognisedasprominentlyinhabitedbyHindus.In1961,Hindupopulation
accounts83.45% ofthecountry’spopulations.Butintheyear2001,thepercentsharebyHindu
populationdecreasesto80.5%.AsthepopulationsharedbyHindupopulationdecreased,itisobvious
thatproportionofpopulationsharebyotherreligiousgroupsshallincrease.So,thereisavarying
compositionofpercentageofreligiouscommunitiesofIndia.

6.1VariationofReligiousPopulationCompositioninIndia(StatesandUnionTerritories)asper2011
Census:

In2011,ChandigarhwithincreasingproportionofHindupopulationi.e.75.1%in1991to81.8%in
2011,makeitspositionintheHindumajoritystates.Hindusareminorityinanumberofstatesincluding
Jammu&Kashmir,ArunachalPradesh,Nagaland,Mizoram,MeghalayaandLakshadweep.

PercentageofMuslimproportionin2011ofeachstate
aremorethanthecountry’stotalpercentageofMuslimproportionmorethanabout14.2%.Percentage
ofMuslim populationincreasedinallstatesandunionterritoriesexceptinManipur.Thoughits
populationincreasedalmostinallstatesbutitconsideredminorityinHimachalPradesh,Chandigarh,
Haryana,ArunachalPradesh,MeghalayaandGoa.
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OtherareasthathaveconsiderableproportionofChristianpopulationincludesGoa,Keralaand
AndamanandNicobarIslands.Alltheabove-mentionedstateshaveChristianpopulationmorethanthe
country’stotalpercentageofChristianpopulationinallthecensusyearincluding2011.In2011,states
andunionterritoriesofIndiasharedbyChristianpopulationincreasedtosomeextentthantheprevious
years. Sikhpopulationshares1.7%proportionin2011mostlyfoundinthe
statesPunjab,Chandigarh,Haryana,DelhiandJammuandKashmir.
Buddhistsaccountsonly3.45% ofIndia’spopulationin2011.Buddhistpopulationshareshigher
proportionofpopulationmorethanthenationalaverage,approximatelysameinalltheCensusyearsin
Mizoram,ArunachalPradeshandJammuandKashmir. Similarly, Jainism shares
about0.2%in2011censusmostlyfoundinthewesternandcentralIndianstates.(INDIA,2011)

Allthedataofreligiouspopulationcompositionof2011censuswillbegiveninthebelowtable1
andwillbeshowninfigure2.

Table1:PercentageofpopulationbydifferentreligiousgroupofIndiain2011

States/Union
Territories

Hindus
(%)

Muslims
(%)

Christians
(%)

Sikhs
(%)

Buddhists
(%)

Jains
(%)

Others
(%)

1.Jammu &
Kashmir

28.3 68.7 0.3 1.8 0.9 0.01 0.01

2.Himachal
Pradesh

95.2 2.2 0.2 1.1 1.1 0.02 0.01

3.Punjab 38.5 1.9 1.2 57.7 0.1 0.2 0.03

4.Chandigarh 80.8 4.8 0.8 13.1 0.1 0.2 0.02

5.Uttarakhand 82.9 13.9 0.4 2.3 0.1 0.09 0.00009

6.Haryana 87.4 7 0.2 4.9 0.03 0.2 0.01

7.Delhi 81.6 12.8 0.9 3.3 1 0.9 0,01

8.Rajasthan 88.5 9.1 0.1 1.3 0.01 0.9 0.00005

9.UttarPradesh 79.7 19.26 0.2 0.3 0.1 0.1 0.00006
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10.Bihar 82.7 16.87 0.12 0.02 0.02 0.02 0.01

11.Sikkim 57.76 1.62 9.91 0.31 27.39 0.05 2.67

12.Arunachal
Pradesh

29 1.9 30.3 0.2 11.7 0.05 26.2

13.Nagaland 8.7 2.4 87.9 0.09 0.3 0.13 0.16

14.Manipur 41.4 8.3 41.3 0.05 0.2 0.05 8.1

15.Mizoram 2.7 1.3 87.2 0.02 8.5 0.03 0.07

16.Tripura 83.3 8.6 4.3 0.02 3.4 0.02 0.04

17.Meghalaya 11.5 4.3 74.5 0.1 0.3 0.02 8.7

18.Assam 61.4 34.2 3.7 0.06 0.2 0.08 0.08

19.WestBengal 70.5 27 0.7 0.06 0.3 0.06 1

20.Jharkhand 67.8 14.53 4.30 0.22 0.03 0.05 12.84

21.Odisha 93.6 2.1 2.7 0.05 0.03 0.02 1.1

22.Chhattisgarh 93.2 2 1.9 0.3 0.3 0.2 1.9

23.Madhya
Pradesh

90.9 6.5 0.3 0.2 0.3 0.8 0.8

24.Gujarat 88.6 9.6 0.5 0.09 0.05 0.9 0.02

25.Daman and
Diu

90.5 7.9 1.1 0.07 0.08 0.1 0.03

26.Dadra and
NagarHaveli

93.9 3.7 1.4 0.06 0.2 0.3 0.08

27.Maharashtra 79.8 11.5 0.9 0.2 5.8 1.2 0.15

28.Andhra
Pradesh

88.5 9.5 1.3 0.04 0.04 0.06 0.01

29.Karnataka 83.9 12.9 1.8 0.04 0.15 0.7 0.01
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30.Goa 66 8.3 25.1 0.1 0.07 0.07 0.01

31.Lakshadweep 2.7 96.6 0.5 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01

32.Kerala 54.3 26.5 18.4 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.02

33.TamilNadu 87.6 5.8 6.1 0.02 0.01 0.1 0.01

34.Puducherry 87.3 6 6.2 0.02 0.03 0.1 0.01

35.Andaman
andNicobar

69.4 8.5 21.3 0.3 0.08 0.00008 0.1

Source:(TheRegistrarGeneralandCensusCommissioner,2011)

Figure2:Proportionofreligiouscommunitiestototalpopulationin2011

6.2ZonalWiseVariationamongReligiousCommunitiesinIndiaasper2011census: The population
in2011censuswasat121crores,Hinduscomprisedup78.8%ofthepopulationat96.63crores.
Muslims,with17.22crorepeople,are14.2%ofthepopulation.ThegrowthproportionofMuslimsisthe
maximumat24.6%,thecensusdiscloses.Hindustrackwitha16.8%growthrate;Christiansarisenext
with15.5%.thegrowthratesofSikhs,BuddhistsandJainsarelessthan10%(Ghosh,2015).Dataof
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zonalwisevariationinthecompositionofthepopulationofreligiouscommunitieswillhelpustoknow
thezonalvariationsofreligiousproportionbasedonsocialandculturalinfluenceswhichisgiveninthe
belowtable-2andfigure-3.

Table2:ZonewisevariationinpercentageofpopulationbydifferentreligiousgroupsofIndiain2011

Zones Hindus Muslims Christians Sikhs Buddhists Jains Others

Northern
India

75 17.6 0.3 6.3 0.1 0.2 0.01

Western
India

84.4 10.3 0.8 0.5 2.7 1 0.1

Central
India

91.5 5.3 0.7 0.2 0.3 0.6 1.1

Southern
India

82.6 11.6 5.1 0.03 0.05 0.2 0.01

Eastern
India

78.4 17.7 1.2 0.06 0.2 0.04 2

Northeast
India

53.9 25.4 17.3 0.07 1 0.07 1.9

Source:(TheRegistrarGeneralandCensusCommissioner,2011)

Figure3:ProportionofreligiouscommunitiestototalpopulationindifferentzonesofIndiain2011

ThereisavastvariationinthepatternofconcentrationofthemajorreligiousgroupsinIndia.
ThisvariationoccursincaseofdifferentstatesofIndiaandindifferentzonesofIndia.Percentageof
HindusishighestinallthesixmajorregionsofIndia.CentralIndiashareshighestpercentageofHindus
thantheotherreligionin2011census.Muslimssharesecondhighestpercentageofpopulationinall
regions.PercentageofMuslimismorethantheotherreligiouscommunityinNorthEastIndiathanthe
otherregions.ProportionofMuslimincreasesinallregionsthanthepreviouscensusyears.InNorth
EastIndia,theproportionofChristiansamongotherreligioniscomparativelyhighthantheotherregions.
PercentageofSikhsdecreasesinallregionsin2011.ShareofBuddhistsandJainspercentageis
comparativelyhigherthantheotherreligioninWesternIndiathantheotherregionsasperCensusof
India.

7.RELIGIOUSCOMPOSITIONANDLITERACYRATE:ASPATIALANALYSISASPER2011CENSUS
The expansion ofa country is
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influencebyoneoftheimportantqualitativeaspecti.e.literacy.InIndiancensus,thecommonlyapplied
definitionofliteracyasanabilitytoreadandwritewithunderstanding.Asliteracyrateitselfisagood
indicatorofthesocio-economicprogressofacountryandalsoofreligiousgroups.(Bhardwaj,1983)

Indiabeingawelfarecountryallitscitizensenjoysequaleconomic,culturaland
educationalprospectstogrow andprogress.Nevertheless,diversereligiouscommunitiesdisplay
variationinthelevelofliteracy.Though,literacyofrespectivereligioncommunitieshadimprovedfrom
2001-2011inIndia. In2011,literacyrateofJain(94.88%)
ishighestthanallotherreligiousgroups,followedbyChristians(84.53%),Buddhists(81.29%),Sikhs
(75.39%),Hindu(73.27%)andMuslims(68.54%).Amongthemajorreligiousgroups,Muslimsisin
lowestpositioninliteracyin2011asshowninfigure4.(Wikipedia,n.d.)

Figure4:LiteracyrateamongmajorreligiousgroupsinIndiain2011

Source:(Wikipedia,n.d.)

7.2Inter-statevariationofliteracyratesamongvariousreligiousgroupsinIndiaasper2011Census:
There is wide inter-state

variationincaseofliteracyofreligiousgroupsindifferentstatesandunionterritories.

Table3:LiteracyratesofdifferentreligiousgroupsinstatesandunionterritoriesofIndia

States/UnionTerritory Hindus Muslims Christians Sikhs Buddhists Jains

1.Jammu&
Kashmir

79.09 61.03 78.03 90.83 68.29 93.46

2.Himachal
Pradesh

83.11 67.52 84.19 87.78 79.24 95.23

3.Punjab 80.05 61.88 65.99 73.64 80.36 95.25

4.Chandigarh 76.07 74.68 91.16 94.65 92.52 98.5

5.Uttarakhand 81.22 63.18 88.89 79.39 84.84 96.84

6.Haryana 77.08 53.39 83.46 75.4 81.7 95.87
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7.Delhi 87.24 90.39 84.84 93.91 89.37 97.67

8.Rajasthan 66.04 62.68 80.68 70.07 75.79 95.13

9.UttarPradesh 69.68 58.76 73.63 79.35 68.59 94.05

10.Bihar 62.85 56.34 67.67 80.46 74.69 85.36

11.Sikkim 81.96 76.52 82.12 95.5 80.42 89.64

12.Arunachal
Pradesh

70.11 67.69 62.54 94.37 57.89 60.61

13.Nagaland 79.95 57.86 80.08 96.08 79.43 92.14

14.Manipur 81.98 67.76 72.62 90.7 77.76 91.51

15.Mizoram 91.78 77.87 95.49 92.99 48.11 72.33

16.Tripura 88.16 83.16 86.15 91.89 74.6 88.49

17.Meghalaya 77.23 54 76.52 83.09 78.87 85.82

18.Assam 77.66 61.92 67 92.34 77.32 96.13

19.WestBengal 79.14 68.75 75.99 89.98 81.95 93.51

20.Jharkhand 67.66 66.21 74.95 92.76 80.41 93.45

21.Odisha 73.14 79.95 64.47 89.82 78.2 92.92

22.Chhattisgarh 69.79 84.55 77.85 93.16 87.89 97.24

23.MadhyaPradesh 68.63 74.89 81.88 85.83 79.59 96.23

24.Gujarat 77.46 80.82 83.94 87.35 79.86 96.98

25.DamanandDiu 87.07 85.86 94.29 96.1 93.01 96.17

26.DadraandNagar
Haveli

75.61 86.57 81.84 94.79 88.06 97.55

27.Maharashtra 81.76 83.56 92.25 90.9 83.17 95.35

28.AndhraPradesh 66.11 73.58 77.82 78.09 67.68 91.94

29.Karnataka 74.36 78.89 90.8 85.64 76.11 88.33

30.Goa 88.69 84.73 89.92 95 92.35 95.58

31.Lakshadweep 93.94 91.74 98.39 100 90 88.75

32.Kerala 93.49 93.29 96.49 95.18 95.34 97.07

33.TamilNadu 78.83 88.17 90.14 86.82 90.14 94.51

34.Puducherry 85.09 91.66 90.64 96.96 91.79 96.22

35.Andamanand
NicobarIslands

86.97 91.51 84.02 95.52 91.1 96.29
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Source:(TheRegistrarGeneralandCensusCommissioner,2011)

Theabovetable-3showsthatHindussharehighestpercentageofpopulationtothetotal
populationineachstatebutholdsfifthpositionincaseofliteracyrate.Hindushavetheirhighest
literacyintheUnionTerritoryLakshadweep(93.94%).BesidesLakshadweep,onlyinKerala(93.94%)
andMizoram(91.8%)havemorethan90%ofliteracyrate.Odisha,UttarPradesh,Jharkhand,Arunachal
Pradesh,Bihar,AndhraPradeshandRajasthanhavelowliteracyratethanthetotalliteracyrateof
Hindusinthecountry.BiharholdsthelowestliteracyrateofHindus(62.8%).

Muslim sharessecondhighestpercentageofpopulationin
India.Butincaseofliteracyithasthelowestposition.AmongtheotherstatesofIndia,Kerala(93.3%)
hasthehighestliteracyrateofMuslims.BesidesKerala,AndamanandNicobarIslands(91.5%),
Puducherry(91.7%),Delhi(90.4%),Lakshadweep(91.7%)haveliteracyratesmorethanthetotalliteracy
rateofMuslimsinthecountry.MeghalayaholdsthelowestliteracyrateofMuslims(54%).
Christianshavethesecondhighestliteracyrateamongthereligiousgroups.Ithasthehighestliteracy
rateinLakshadweep(98.4%).FivestatesincludingKerala,Maharashtra,Mizoram,TamilNadu&
Karnatakahaveliteracyratesmorethan90%.ArunachalPradeshholdsthelowestliteracyrateof
Christians(62.54%). Sikhshavethefourthhighestliteracyrate
inIndia.IthasthehighestliteracyrateinLakshadweep(100%).Mostofthestateshaveliteracyrate
morethan90%.SikhshavelowestliteracyrateinPunjab(73.64%).

BuddhistshavethethirdhighestliteracyrateinIndia.Ithasthehighestliteracyrate
inKerala(95.34%).IncludingKeralasixstateshaveliteracyratemorethan90%.Mizoram(48.1%)has
thelowestliteracyrateofBuddhists. Jains is in the top
positionincaseofliteracyrateinIndia.ChandigarhhasthehighestliteracyrateinChandigarh(98.5%).
Allthestatesandunionterritorieshavemorethan90%ofliteracyrateamongJainsexcept8statesand
unionterritoriesi.e.Bihar,Sikkim,ArunachalPradesh,Mizoram,Tripura,Meghalaya,Karnatakaand
Lakshadweep.ArunachalPradeshhavethelowestliteracyrateofJains(60.61%).

Asawholepopulationwise,irrespectiveofreligion,thehighest
literacystatesofIndiaareKerala(94.00%),Lakshadweep(91.85%),Mizoram (91.33%),Goa(88.70%)
andTripura(87.22%).(RELIGIONDATACENSUS2011,2011)

8.FUTURETRENDOFPOPULATIONGROWTH(2021)AMONGMAJORRELIGIOUSGROUPSINMAJOR
REGIONSOFINDIA

TheestimatedtotalpopulationofIndiafor2021isabout1387.58million(PLECHER,2020).For
theexpansionplanningofanationpopulationprojectionisveryimportant.In2021EasternIndiawill
sharehighestnumberofHindupopulationsfollowedbyWesternIndia.Ontheotherhand,Southern
IndiawillsharelowestconcentrationofHindus.AsusualMuslim populationwillbehighestinNorth-
EastIndiafollowedbyEasternIndia.MuslimpopulationwillbelowestinCentralIndia.Again,Christian
populationwillbehighestinSouthernIndiafollowedbyNorth-EastIndia.Thedataofpopulation
projectionof2021aregivenintable-4

Table4:PopulationProjectionofMajorReligiousGroupsIndiafor2021

ZONES HINDUS MUSLIMS CHRISTIANS

NorthernIndia 267328591 67291017 1367272

WesternIndia 2402617888 32084626 1952469

CentralIndia 1076871537 6575661 866401

SouthernIndia 234513324 34313937 13847722

EasternIndia 2485577434 59696596 4527994

North-EastIndia 27030527 14823385 9851617

Source:(PLECHER,2020)

ThegrowthrateofHindus,MuslimsandChristiansisexpectedtofallmoreinupcoming2021
censuswhileotherreligionslikeSikhism,Jainism andBuddhism areexpectedtoremainstablefor
subsequent2decadesinviewofalreadybrakeddowngrowthrateofthesereligions.(RELIGIONDATA
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CENSUS2011,2011).India’slastcensuswascarriedoutin2011whenthecountry’spopulationstoodat
121crores.Nextcensustotalcountmaybenearto150croresin2021inIndiaaccordingtoEconomic
TimesofIndia.

9.SUMMARY

TheprecedingstudyconcludesthatasHinduisthemajorreligiousgroupsandalsothetrendof
populationgrowthisveryhighincaseofHindus,followedbyMuslims. Among the religious
communitiesthegrowthrateofMuslimsishighestineverycensusyearandChristianshave
comparativelylowergrowthrate.Growthrateisevenhigherthanthetotalgrowthrateofthecountry.

Inmostofthestates,thegrowthrateofMuslims
ishigherthantheHindusandMuslims.InDadraandNagarHaveli,Lakshadweepthegrowthrateof
Muslimsiscomparativelylessthantheotherstates.Itisbecauseofcomparativelyhighliteracyratein
thosestatesismorethantheotherstates.GrowthratesofChristiansarelowinallstates.Growthrates
ofMuslimsarealwayshighinNorth-EastIndiathantheotherregion.Butinthisregionthegrowthrates
ofHindusarecomparativelylow. Hindussharehighest
percentageofpopulationinIndiaandinmostofthestatesthantheotherreligion,butitspercentageis
decreasing.However,theMuslimswhichsharesecondhighestpercentageofpopulationinIndiaand
almostinallthestatesofIndia,but,itsrateofpercentageisincreasing.InsomestatessuchasJammu
andKashmir,Lakshadweep,thepercentageofMuslimsismorethantheotherallreligiouscommunities.
ChristianssharethirdhighestpercentageofpopulationinIndia.SikhsandBuddhistssharenegligible
percentageofpopulation.
OnlyinfewstatesofIndiatheconcentrationofMuslimsandChristmasreligionishighorveryhigh.But
therearenumberofstatesthathavehighconcentrationofHinduthanthelow andmedium.
ConcentrationofHindusishighestinNorthernIndia.TheconcentrationofbothMuslimsandChristians
ishighestinNorth-EasternIndia.ButconcentrationofHindusislowestinthiszone.CentralIndiahave
highestconcentrationofHinduandMuslimsbutlowestconcentrationofChristians.Literacyrateof
Jainsishighestthantheallreligion.InKeralaandLakshadweep,theliteracyrateofallthesixreligionis
veryhighthantheotherstates.HighestliteracyratesofJainsareinfluencedbyitshighestpercentage
ofpopulationliveinurbanarea.LiteracyrateofMuslimsislowestthantheotherreligion.Muslimshave
thehighestpercentageofpopulationin0-6agegroup.

10.CONCLUSIONS

ThepresentstudyevaluatesthepopulationfeaturesofeachofthemajorreligiousgroupsofIndia.Itis
anefforttoacquireanimpartiallyprecisedepictionofthecomparativestrengthsofdiversereligious
groups,assessingtheirconditionsoflifeandgrowingfurthergenuinestrategiesfortheiradvancement.
Ithasbeenfoundthattheexistingresearchstudiesonpopulationcharacteristicsofmajorreligious
groupsofIndiaareverylimited,andassuch,thepresentstudyisamodeststeptowardsknowingmore
aboutthesegroups.

Religionisatraditionalprinciples,symbolsandcustomwhichisbuiltontheideaofthespiritual
andwhichtiesdevoteesintoasocio-religiouscommunity.Itproducesadifferentinsolencetowards
naturallifeandthisorientationtouchesfurtherprogressofthehumanity.Areligiousassemblageisan
associationorcommunitythatsharealikeopinions,symbolsandreligiousritualandcustoms.

Though,HinduisthemajorreligionofIndia,butthegrowthratesandresultedpercentageof
otherreligionspeciallyMuslimsaretremendouslyincreasing.Thisismainlyduetothelowerlevelof
literacyrateoftheMuslimpopulationofIndia.Again,literacyrateandurbanisationofHindupopulation
isrelativelylow,however,itisthemajorreligiouscommunityofIndia.Fortheappropriatedevelopment
ofthecountry,allthereligiouscommunityshouldprogressequallyandthereshouldnotbedisparity
among religiouscommunityin caseofliteracy,education,levelofurbanisation oranyother
infrastructuredevelopmentalscope.
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