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Abstract:  The very principle of equality entails that English should not remain associated only with the rich, elite, or upper-middle 

class. Even a rural child of the underprivileged has an equal right to gain a sufficiently good level of proficiency in it so that he [sic] 

should not suffer discrimination for lack of it. Improving literacy rates are indicative of the efforts state governments have made to 

improve education in Bihar which follows a 10+2 system, divided into elementary (primary: Standards 1–4 and upper primary: Standards 

6–8), secondary (Standards 9–10) and senior secondary/intermediate, often referred to as 'Inter' (Standards 11–12). This research study 

aims at finding the attitude of rural student studying in government schools towards English language. This study aims at finding the 

approach of the learners about the English language. The sample here are the students studying in standard 10 th in government school. 

The research area Kulharia comes under Bhojpur district of Bihar.  

Keywords:  English language, Bihar, Kulharia, rural, student, learning approach, government school.    

Introduction: 

This research study aims at finding out the learning approach and attitude towards English language among the rural student. English as 

stated by Timothy J. Scrase “is not only important in getting a better job, it is everywhere in social interaction. If you can’t speak it then 

you are a nobody.” This view makes it clear that English occupies a place of prestige in our country. People belonging not only to a 

different language groups but also to the same speech community make use of English in their inter-personal communication. In big 

metropolis of India, it is really difficult to come across any educated person who can speak any Indian language well without avoiding the 

use of English words. Its importance is not just in how many people speak it but in what it is used for. It is the major language of trade 

and commerce, news and information in this world of globalization. It is the language of higher education and research, maritime 

communication, international air traffic control and it is used even for internal air traffic control in countries where it is not a native 

language. Thus it has attained the status of a global language in the ever changing economic context. 

Amongst the vast majority of our respondents in Bihar there is a significant association between English and individual economic 

progress: English is widely seen as one of the most important keys to a better life. In this sense the view of English as an aspirational 

language in Bihar accords with research elsewhere and is prevalent even though, as we have seen from our review of key literature, high 

levels of education and relevant skills in the chosen field are as important as proficiency in English in gaining employment. As indicated 

above, older respondents are more likely to be sceptical of the value of English and it seems too that the more experience respondents 

have of contexts where English is likely to be found, whether this is employment (the Professionals group) or location (living in the state 

capital, Patna), the more sceptical they seem to become about its putative benefits. This suggests that experience with the language leads 

to the development of a more realistic view of the benefits that it can bring with respect to personal economic improvement. 

The village Kulharia taken for the study is situated on the bank of river Son. The Village has all the means of transport and 

communication. It has railway station from one side and NH 30 from other side. The high school taken for the study is the Mano-Baijnath 

High School established a year after independence in 1948 is a government school. The school is co-education. It is secondary school 

where lowest class is 9th and highest is 10th. The student teacher ratio in the school 1:60, one teacher on sixty student. It has computer 

facility and rich library. 
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Review of literature:  

In a research paper titled “Mother tongue-based Multilingual Education in Bihar: A Practical Approach” by researcher Shilpy Raj states 

that The system of education in India, neglects the most powerful resource that a child comes to school with, that is, her mother tongue, 

and in the process fails to enable her to a life of choice; rather, it fails to develop the human resources and leads to cumulative 

disadvantages. Exclusion of mother tongues in education limits access to resources and perpetuates inequality by depriving language 

communities of linguistic human rights, democratic participation, identity, self- efficacy, and pride. In case of the disadvantaged groups in 

India, linguistic discrimination forms the core of their capability deprivation through educational and social neglect which contribute to 

their poverty in a vicious circle. It is necessary to realise that mother tongue in education is not a problem; it is the solution.  

Linguistic and cultural discrimination, arising out of prevalent inequalities, is central to the relationship between illiteracy and educational 

failure, lack of freedom, capability deprivation and poverty. While education is the enabling factor for economic development, mother 

tongue is the enabling factor for access to quality education. Mismatch between home and school languages and neglect of mother 

tongues force the linguistic minority children in India into subtractive language learning in the form of submersion education in the 

dominant language and leads to poor educational achievement reinforcing inequality and leading to capability deprivation. Educational 

failure, at least partly due to the systematic exclusion of mother tongues, is clearly reflected in the economic under-development, and 

general poverty of the disadvantaged groups in India, which evidently is a complex multidimensional phenomenon. 

The report of British Council (2016), titled “English in Education: Bihar State Profile” shows the statistical figures of entire teachers and 

children in their report. Some highlights included in ROL are; There remains a significant shortage of teachers in the state. It has been 

estimated that one third of teachers' posts are vacant, with primary schools operating with only half the required strength and upper 

primary schools 92even less. The number of single- teacher schools has increased slightly over the last three years to 7.6 per cent. In 

reality, less than half of primary school teachers are graduates and even at secondary level almost 20 per cent do not hold graduate 

qualifications. Between approximately 10 per cent and 20 per cent of teachers in different categories have only a secondary education. At 

secondary level more than 50 percent of teachers do not have a postgraduate qualification. 

Bihar is also rather unusual in that, unlike in other states of the same size and importance, traditionally almost all employment in the 

service sector has been with the government – state or central, civil or military/police and the railways. There is a common perception that 

to perform duties in this sector (at lower levels, at least) no English is required, one possible reason for lower priority given to English by 

both schools and learners. 

In other report of British Council (2016) titled “Social Attitudes Towards the English Language in Bihar” some findings were guidelines 

for the researcher in order to conduct this report. Some points suggested in the research report are as follows: This research study has 

provided considerable insights into social attitudes to English in Bihar in 2016. Conclusions to languages are inevitably multifaceted and, 

as Firth and Wagner (1997, 2007) commented some time ago, second language learners and users are socially situated beings with diverse 

needs, wants and identities. Attitudes to English must then be set within the social context of the communities of Bihar and wider India in 

all their diversity. Mohanty (2006) illustrates from his own experience that India is a multilingual society and English has a place in the 

linguistic mosaic of the country as a whole and individual states within it. It is not simply a question of the presence of English being 

thought of as a positive or a negative. In Bihar an intricate web of attitudes exists to the place of English in various domains. English, it 

seems, is largely perceived as a language for study and, by those not yet in the workforce, as one which would be required to gain 

employment. There was very limited concern about the impact of English on Indian society and traditions and, even where it did occur, it 

was counter-balanced by a perception of the instrumental value of English in economic terms for the individual and society as a whole. 

However, though there is evidence from other research studies that proficiency in English is associated with higher incomes, where this 

does occur the individuals also possess high skill levels and qualifications in their chosen fields.  

Objectives of the study: 

 To find out the learning tendency of English Language among students  

 To find what approach rural student have towards English Language 

 To find the attitude of rural student towards learning  

Research Methodology: 

To complete the research on “The Learning  approach and attitude towards English language among the rural student: With special 

reference to students of standard 10th of village Kulharia” descriptive research design has been applied. 

This research is a qualitative study.  

The sampling done for the best outcome and result was purposive random sampling , with sample size of 11 student five girls and six 

boys of standard 10th . The study is based on primary data and tool used for data collection adopted is Interview method. The area of 

research is Mano-Baijnath high School in Kulharia a village in Bhojpur district; it was selected through convenient sampling. 
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Findings and Data analysis:  

In response to several questions asked in order to fulfil the objectives of the research, the interviewees responded in 

following way: 

R 1: This respondent is regular to school and only misses when there is a genuine reason such as family engagements or 

health related issues. Respondent finds English as one of the most important language in achieving high aims and success in 

life. This respondent wish to be fluent in English such as urban people and convent school students. But in the school even 

English is taught just for passing the examination. The respondent also believes they have batter facilities in school for both 

boys and girls. The environment for studying in the village is very cooperative.     

R 2:  R2 finds that school is the place for learning and playing with friends. The respondent misses out school frequently due 

to household works but wish not to miss school. The respondent feels that they only study English because they have to pass 

the final exams. Respondent knows only English grammar but can’t read or write good piece of work in English. Respondent 

is not very keen to learn English. There is only one high School in the village, which is little far from the house of the 

respondent, which is a difficult for her to reach school on regular basis. 

R3: The respondent finds English language as key to success in life. Respondent feels like they (rural student) lack behind in 

life just because they are not English literate. This village has produced Governors, Judges and many more officials and great 

personalities but all of them might had done schooling from village but afterwards they had moved out in urban areas and 

foreign for higher education. The problem in learning English language is they had not received better elementary education 

in English. Leaving these aside the High school provides good quality education. 

R4:  The next respondent didn’t find English Language education very important as, the respondent find higher education is 

possible in Hindi. Respondent has strong feelings for Hindi and advocates Hindi should be the national language and 

compulsory in all parts of India. The respondent aims high in life.  

R5: this respondent finds that English Language in the present day is important not only for success in life but today 

everywhere English is in demand. Respondent feel the necessity of English while surfing internet, searching for things on 

internet etc. the respondent finds that the school should provide better English teachers and revised English syllabus from 

primary education to higher education in government schools. Respondent said that after studying from rural area they had to 

opt for English courses for getting the knowledge of English. Otherwise, the school is good and provide better education than 

other villages. 

R6: the respondent finds education as key to success. the respondent favours English education is very important for overall 

development of an individual in the modern times. The school we are focussed only on English grammar that also is enough 

to pass high school. Other than, this all subjects are taught well. The environment is good for education 

R7: seventh respondent of the research advocates for better education rather than emphasis on any specific language. A 

regular student to school hardly miss any class, has opinion that if an individual is educated well he/ she will surely get 

success in carrier. The success is not dependent on any language. Also finds that Kulharia High School is one of the best 

school in the area. The school is located on the main road it is convenient reaching to school. 

R8: The respondent finds English language is important to get success in life. Respondent feels like they (rural student) lack 

behind in life just because they are not English educated. This village has produced Governors, Judges and many more 

officials and great personalities but all of them might had done schooling from village but afterwards they had moved out in 

urban areas and foreign for higher education. The problem in learning English language is they had not received better 

elementary education in English. Leaving these aside the High school provides good quality education. 

R9: The next respondent find English Language education very important as, the respondent find higher education is possible 

only in Hindi. Respondent has strong feelings for Hindi but advocates for English also. Respondent had opinion that both 

Hindi and English should be made compulsory in all parts of India. The respondent aims high in life.  

R10: The respondent misses out school frequently due to household works but wish not to miss school. The respondent feels 

that they only study English because they have to pass the final exams. Respondent knows only English grammar but can’t 

read or write good piece of work in English. Respondent is not very keen to learn English. There is only one high School in 

the village that is little far from the house of the respondent, which is a difficult for her to reach school on regular basis. 

R11: the respondent finds education as key to success. the respondent favours English education is very important for overall 

development of an individual in the modern times. In the school, we are focussed only on English grammar that also is 

enough to pass high school, but English literature misses. Other than, this all subjects are taught well. The environment is 

good for education.  
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Findings of the study: 

 This study makes it clear that the rural students are very keen towards learning English language. 

 It is also find that student have a very positive approach towards English language.  

 Since they are happy with their school education and facilities but have one grievance that English language is not 

taught in proper manner as other subjects. 

Conclusion: 

After the data was analysed by the researcher, the found that rural student are keen to learn English language in the school 

but they somehow lack behind, as they are not getting proper English language education. It is the failure of the system 

school and government who is not able to provide rural students a good English language education. 

This study finds that student have a very positive approach towards learning English language as they find this language as 

the key to success in life. They have good learning tendency but the drawback is that they don’t have much basic learning in 

this language.  

Therefore, to make the language appropriate among the rural student, good English language duration must be provided to 

the student so that when they reach in higher classes they should have hold on the language.  

 

References:  

Dreze, Jean and Sen, Amartya (2002). India: Development and Participation. New York: Oxford University Press.     

Garcia, Ofelia, Skutnabb–Kangas, Tove and Torres-Guzmàn, Maria (eds). (2009). Imagining Multilingual Schools: 

Languages in Education and Glocalization. Clevedon, Buffalo and Toronto: Multilingual Matters.   

Lewis, M. Paul, Simons, Gary F. and Fennig, Charles D.  (eds.) (2013). Ethnologue: Languages of the World, Seventeenth 

edition. Dallas, Texas: SIL International. http://www.ethnologue.com.  

Magga, Ole Henrik, Nicolaisen, Ida, Trask, Mililani, Skutnabb-Kangas, Tove and Dunbar, Robert (2005). Indigenous 

Children’s Education and Indigenous Languages. Expert paper written for the United Nations Permanent Forum on 

Indigenous Issues. New York: United Nations.  

Malone, Susan (2005). Education in ethnic minority communities. Questions to consider, problems to solve. In UNESCO. 

Promoting Literacy in Multilingual Situations. Bangkok: UNESCO.  

Mohanty, Ajit K. (2008). ‘Perpetuating Inequality: Language Disadvantage and Capability Deprivation of Tribal Mother 

Tongue Speakers in India.’ In Wayne, Harbert (ed.). Language and Poverty. Clevedon, U.K.: Multilingual Matters.  

Mohanty, Ajit K. and Misra, Girishwar (eds.) (2000). Psychology of Poverty and Disadvantage. New Delhi: Concept 

Publishing Company.  

Mohanty, Ajit K., Mishra, Mahendra Kumar, Reddy, N. Upender and Ramesh Gumidyala (2009). ‘Overcoming the language 

barrier for tribal children: MLE in Andhra Pradesh and Orissa, India’. In Mohanty, Ajit K., Panda Minati, Phillipson Robert 

and Skutnabb-Kangas Tove (eds.) Multilingual Education for Social Justice: Globalising the Local. New Delhi: Orient 

Longman.   

http://www.ijcrt.org/

