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Abstract 

Women labour force participation is lowest than men. Some common inequalities that take location inside the place 

of job are the gender-based totally imbalances of people in power and command over the management of the 

organization. Women aren't capable to move up into better paid positions as speedy as men. Female employment 

has contributed to a reduction in gender inequality. It is often argued, however, that the feminization of the labour 

force additionally has been followed with a social polarization among girls and that some groups of girls have 

become challenge to higher degrees of uncertainty and vulnerability. Women are not getting equal payment like 

men for doing same work because of their gender and gender pay gap. Women do not get equal opportunities of 

promotion, training and development at the work place as well as they are suffering from many problems and 

sometimes become victims of exploitation, harassment and abuse.  The objectives of the paper are to study the 

impact of gender inequality on female labour force participation and to review the existing literature about the 

impact of gender inequality on female labour force participation. This paper is written on the basis of secondary 
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data. The paper has emphasized on examining the influence of gender inequality on participation of women in the 

work force and their working condition.  

Key Words: Gender Inequality, Labour Force, Participation, Literature Review  

Introduction 

Men and women both are not presenting equally in the global labour force or work force. They are considered 

unequal for work force. Despite representing just over half of the adult population worldwide, women are 

underrepresented in the workforce - women are working at a lower rate than men in nearly every country. 

There are a range of reasons that women may opt against, or be prevented from, pursuing formal employment 

opportunities, including taking care of children or family members and other productive activities that are outside 

of the formal labor market, discriminatory laws and practices, and social and cultural norms that limit female 

employment opportunities. 

Women’s participation in the labour force has long been significant to analyze on gender inequalities. Much of this 

research has sought to recognize how work force participation contributes to women’s status and to the discount of 

gender inequalities. General fashions of gender inequality tend to emphasize the importance of female economic 

roles in determining their function in other spheres, from family bargaining to illustration in nation governance. 

Empirical studies has discovered that women’s work force participation is related to less bias towards ladies in 

toddler mortality , higher health care for women , and with extra say in a few household decision making . Of 

course, many conditions may additionally restrict the releasing influences of work out of doors the family (For 

instance, who controls the income from such work), and, even in the fine of circumstances, outdoor work generally 

implies a dual burden for wife and mother. 

The labour force participation rate for females in India is one of the lowest in the world (ILO, 2017). Despite 

educational gains in terms of increasing literacy among women (literacy ratio of female have improved from 16.83 

in % in 1951 to 65.46 % in 2011; Government of India, 2011), the labour force participation rate for women in 

2017 became 28.5 in line with cent (compared with 82 per cent for males) (World Economic Forum, 2017). Female 

participation ratio declined from 34.1 % according to 1999–2000 to 27.2 % in 2011–2012, and extensive gender 

inequality in participation price also persists (World Economic Forum, 2017). This is a huge cause of problem. 

According to estimates made through the International Monetary Fund (IMF), India, the arena’s largest democracy, 

could have been 27 % richer, if girls had participated inside the labour marketplace within the similar rate as males 

(Lagarde & Ostry, 2018). This is an exceedingly stressful trends due to the fact consistent with observe conducted 

through the World Food Programme, whilst ladies and girls earn, they invest 90 % of it in their families and 

communities. Gender inequality in labour force participation isn't always only a pressing ethical and social trouble 

however also a crucial economic undertaking. If girls—who account for half the arena’s operating-age populace—

do no longer gain their full economic capability and potentiality, the worldwide economic system will suffer. Some 

of the maximum essential superb drivers of women work force participation consist of educational attainment, 

career development, health care, fertility quotes and the age of marriage, economic advancement and upliftment 

/cyclical consequences and urbanization. In addition to these problems, social norms figuring out the position of 
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women within the public domain continue to negatively affect consequences. In nearly every nations within the 

global, guys are much more likely to participate in hard work markets than women. However, these gender 

differences in participation ratio have been narrowing substantially in latest a long time. 

Not simplest is woman hard work pressure participation decrease, however women who are paid for her work are 

disproportionately hired within the informal area-particularly in growing economies-wherein employers are 

situation to fewer policies, leaving people extra at risk of decrease wages and job losses. 

Furthermore, even within the formal zone, women doing the same work and having the same level of education 

earn less than their male opposite numbers. And, due to the fact female commonly spend much less time in the paid 

hard work marketplace, they've lower pensions and face a higher risk of poverty in old age. 

Among those who do work, few upward thrust to senior positions or start their personal agencies. Women also 

shoulder a higher percentage of unpaid work within the family, which includes childcare and home tasks and 

household work, which can restrict their opportunity to have interaction in paid work and constrain their alternatives 

once they do. 

Gender differences may mirror social norms and their impact on upbringing, social interactions, risk possibilities, 

and response to incentives. For example, research have found girls to be extra chance averse, reflecting more fear 

of failure, and much less competitive. According to the latest World Economic Forum’s (WEF) Global Gender Gap 

Report 2018, India ranked 108th out of 149 countries on the gender gap index. The global list was topped by Iceland 

for the 10th consecutive year, having closed more than 85.8% of its overall gender gap. 

Objectives 

 To study the impact of gender inequality on female labour force participation 

 To review the existing literature about the impact of gender inequality on female labour force participation 

 To examine the influence of gender inequality on participation of women in the work force 

 To study the working condition of women influencing by the gender inequality at the work place  

Review of Literature 

Kochhar et al. (2017).The IMF’s research highlights how the uneven playing subject among males and females 

imposes huge costs on the global economy. Early IMF (International Monetary Fund) research at the economic 

effect of gender gaps assumed that males and females were likely to be born with the undistinguishable capacity, 

but that disparities in get right of entry to training, health care, and finance and technology; legal and educational 

rights; opportunities for career development and social and cultural elements averted female from knowing that 

ability. There should be remove gender inequality in all these considerations, which can increase female labour 

force participation. In flip, those obstacles facing female shrank the pool of skills available to employers. 

The result of gender inequality for opportunities of the participation of female in work force become lower 

productiveness and decrease financial growth. The losses to an economy from economic disempowerment of 

women have been predicted to range from ten percentage of GDP in advanced economies to greater than thirty per 

cent of the county. 
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Sahay and Cihak (2018) examines that Women’s greater caution has benefits: gender-balanced company boards 

improve company overall performance, especially in high-tech manufacturing and expertise-in depth services. 

Gender diversity on boards of banking supervision agencies is also related to more economic stability. Similarly, 

banks with higher shares of female board individuals have thicker capital buffers, a lower proportion of 

nonperforming loans, and extra resistance to stress, likely because having extra girls in government positions 

contributes to diversity and complementarity of idea, leading to higher decision-making. 

Women today are facing the economy which is more and more becoming much less labour intensive however extra 

capital, era, skills, efficiency on technology, knowledge and abilities pushed on the only hand, but however, capital 

is itself turning into disorganized and despatialized. There is a shift from working in factories to operating from 

home places of work. 

This has brought about weakening of the differences between the domestic and the public spaces (Lash & Urry, 

1988). A possible fall out of disorganized capital is therefore the combination of the boundaries of the home and 

the workplace, and on the whole of gender roles, bringing consequently into direct opposition, men and women. 

Skills and no physical power turn out to be extra crucial for work and for this reason girls can as properly compete 

with men on identical and equal footing at the same stage of work with taking part in the work force. 

Gender bias in opposition to operating women begins proper from the degree of recruitment. Most of the Indian 

men are not geared up to just accept that ladies are capable sufficient to work facet by using aspect with men in all 

of the sectors, apart from in a few constrained ones like coaching, nursing and in clerical sectors. Their capabilities 

are commonly underestimated as a result of which Indian girls have a propensity to opt for much less traumatic jobs 

even if they may be surprisingly certified. Women have the obligations to effectively manipulate their more than 

one roles in domestic as well as professional lives. 

Unemployment and temporary work, contractual work are greater common amongst girls than amongst men. Most 

female employees do no longer have any social safety or get admission to healthcare benefits. As a result, the illness 

and sickness due to work, like intellectual pressure and other health troubles, mental health problems continue to 

be hidden. As per to be had research, a large wide variety of female workers are doing complain of common 

headaches, back pain, circulatory disorders, fatigue and emotional and intellectual disorders because of appearing 

various activities at the place of work. 

Women working in some industries, factories, banks, hospitals, and so on. Complain that they do not get time to 

look after and provide care to their children. The efficiency of a working female suspected and wondered with the 

aid of most of the people, particularly their male opposite numbers. In the top class cadres, it's miles normally 

visible that all qualifications closing similar, men are usually preferred. Authorities are doubtful whether women 

might be able to handle male subordinates, take impartial selections, address disaster and manage their 

responsibilities nicely. Even though girls prove they are efficient, government assume two times earlier than 

promoting them and even if ladies are given the risk, there's always an observation that they had been given the 

placement because they had been women. 
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The Monthly Monster Salary Index report provides a wage evaluation based on a dataset accrued from the paycheck. 

In salary calculator across eight special sectors. On the entire, the file reveals that the gender pay gap in India is 

25.4 %. This approach the median hourly salary for a lady is 25.4 % less than the median hourly wage for a person. 

According to the report, some of the reasons at the back of gender pay hole might be the desire for male personnel 

over female employees, selection for promotion of male employees to supervisory positions and profession breaks 

of women due to parenthood duties and different socio-cultural elements (Dutta, 2017). 

According to the Human Development Report 1995, girls spend approximately two-thirds of their running time on 

unpaid work, even as men spend only one-fourth in their time closer to unpaid hard work. It has been estimated in 

India that ladies on average work twenty-one more hours than men in the course of each week. Agriculture currently 

bills for over -thirds of the modern employment in India, but most of the working women make a contribution to 

this region isn't accounted for or officially documented. This again does not take into consideration the entire 

populace of ladies and men in the personnel. 

Conclusion 

Gender inequality isn't simplest a pressing ethical and social issue but also a critical economic challenge. If girls-

who account for half of the sector’s operating-age population-do now not acquire their full economic capability and 

potential, the worldwide economic system will go through. Any discussion regarding problems and concerns of 

female in work has numerous problems of harassment and exploitation or abuse and there aren't any smooth answers 

to the trouble. The situation varies throughout exclusive countries and across one of a kind areas in the same country. 

Though they all have deep social and cultural roots, their manifestation is different in distinctive countries. Social, 

cultural norms in addition to objective realities like worry of harassment and restrictions imposed on women’s 

mobility save you them from going to work or in search of possibilities outdoor their houses. One way to explore 

the importance of women to economic growth is to consider the share of adult women who are participating in the 

labor market. The labor force participation rate, which reflects the share of adults who are either working or looking 

for work, is a fundamental component of a country’s total economic output. In a country like India, the motives for 

gender pay hole are a touch more complex and can be linked to motives ranging from the socioeconomic to the 

structural. Girl children are every now and then kept out of colleges or made to drop out of college early. Even if 

they are knowledgeable, many women are not allowed to work by their families. Women who do join the staff often 

need to take extended leaves for maternity and infant care, and even the healthcare of different own family 

contributors. All those elements lead as much as ladies as a whole falling properly behind men on the subject of 

their income through the years. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ijcrt.org/


www.ijcrt.org                                                                 © 2020 IJCRT | Volume 8, Issue 9 September 2020 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT2009337 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org 2672 
 

References 

 Chaudhary, R., & Verick, S. (2014). Female Labour Force Participation in India and Beyond. New Delhi: 

ILO. 

 Bhalla, S., & Kaur, R. (2011). Labour Force Participation of Women in India: Some Facts, Some Queries. 

 Sorsa, P., et al (2015). Determinants of the Low Female Labour Force Participation in India. 

 Mahapatro, S. R. (2013). Declining Trends in Female Labour Force Participation in India: Evidence from 

NSSO. 

 Rahman, R. I., & Islam, R. (2013). Female Labour Force Participation in Bangladesh: Trends, Drivers and 

Barriers. International Labour Organization, DWT for South Asia and Country Office for India. 

 Pieters, J., & Klasen, S. (2011). Drivers of Female Labour Force Participation in Urban India during India's 

Economic Boom. 

 Lahoti, R., & Swaminathan, H. (2013). Economic Development and Female Labor Force Participation in 

India. IIM Bangalore Research Paper, (414). 

 Sundaram, A., & Vanneman, R. (2008). Gender Differentials in Literacy in India: The Intriguing 

Relationship with Women’s Labor Force Participation. World Development, 36(1), 128-143. 

 Klasen, S., & Lamanna, F. (2009). The Impact of Gender Inequality in Education and Employment on 

Economic Growth: New Evidence for a Panel of Countries. Feminist Economics, 15(3), 91-132. 

 Banerjee, M. (2019). Gender Equality and Labour Force Participation: Mind the Gap. ANTYAJAA: Indian 

Journal of Women and Social Change, 4(1), 113-123. 

 Aisenbrey, S. (2009) ‘Is there a career penalty for mothers’ time out? A comparison of Germany, Sweden 

and the United States’, Social Forces 88: 573–605. doi: 10.1353/sof.0.0252  

 Sainsbury, D. (1996). Gender, Equality and Welfare States. Cambridge University Press. 

 Inglehart, R., Norris, P., & Ronald, I. (2003). Rising Tide: Gender Equality and Cultural Change Around 

the World. Cambridge University Press. 

 Squires, J. (2007). The New Politics of Gender Equality. Macmillan International Higher Education. 

 Pascall, G., & Lewis, J. (2020). Emerging Gender Regimes and Policies for Gender Equality in a Wider 

Europe. Journal of social policy, 33(3). 

 Verloo, M. (2007). Multiple Meanings of Gender Equality: A Critical Frame Analysis of Gender Policies 

in Europe. Central European University Press. 

 Eichler, M., & Duncan, J. (1997). Family Shifts: Families, Policies, and Gender Equality (p. 3). Toronto: 

Oxford University Press. 

 Subrahmanian, R. (2005). Gender Equality in Education: Definitions and Measurements. International 

Journal of Educational Development, 25(4), 395-407. 

 Jaumotte, F. (2003). Female Labour Force Participation: Past Trends and Main Determinants in OECD 

Countries. 

 Sundström, M., & Stafford, F. P. (1992). Female Labour Force Participation, Fertility and Public Policy in 

Sweden. European Journal of Population/Revue Europeenne de Demographie, 8(3), 199-215. 

 Chevalier, A., & Viitanen, T. K. (2002). The Causality between Female Labour Force Participation and the 

Availability of Childcare. Applied economics letters, 9(14), 915-918. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ijcrt.org/

