
www.ijcrt.org                                                         © 2020 IJCRT | Volume 8, Issue 9 September 2020 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT2009083 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org 628 
 

Essence of India in the Poetries of Sarojani Naidu 

Dr. Mithilesh Kumar Manjhi 

Asst. Prof. (Guest) 

J.N. College, Madhubani, Bihar 

 

Abstract: Sarojini Naidu is a conspicuous figure in pre-freedom Indian English verse. She is viewed as a 

visionary, brought into the world in a dreamless age and a passionate, adaptable and dynamic virtuoso fantastic for her 

sweet and resonant tunes which are unparalleled in the whole scope of Indian English verse as an eminent and bright 

collection of Indian life. Indianness is a fascinating part of the verse of Sarojini Naidu. The impulse of Edmund Gosse 

is colossal from this viewpoint. Naidu believes him to be her scholarly guardian. Naidu met her when she was in 

England from 1895 to 1898 as an understudy of English writing at Girton College, Cambridge. Naidu would have met 

similar destiny as the various minor artists and would have been for all time relegated to the sidelines had not a little 

piece of guidance from Gosse came as a blessing. Coming to know about Naidu's graceful fitness he wanted one day 

to see her sections.  
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Sarojini Naidu is a conspicuous figure in pre-freedom Indian English verse. She is viewed as a visionary, 

brought into the world in a dreamless age and a passionate, adaptable and dynamic virtuoso fantastic for her sweet and 

resonant tunes which are unparalleled in the whole scope of Indian English verse as an eminent and bright collection 

of Indian life. Indianness is a fascinating part of the verse of Sarojini Naidu. The impulse of Edmund Gosse is colossal 

from this viewpoint. Naidu believes him to be her scholarly guardian. Naidu met her when she was in England from 

1895 to 1898 as an understudy of English writing at Girton College, Cambridge. Naidu would have met similar 

destiny as the various minor artists and would have been for all time relegated to the sidelines had not a little piece of 

guidance from Gosse came as a blessing. Coming to know about Naidu's graceful fitness he wanted one day to see her 

sections.  

In her sonnet The Call to Evening Prayer the Muslims call from mosque "Allah ho Akbar! Allah ho Akbar!", 

The Christians sing in holy places "Ave Maria! Ave Maria!", the Parsees make dutifulness to Flame and Light and 

resonantly sing "Ahura Mazda! Ahura Mazda!" and the sincere Hindus lift up their voices in love reciting "Narayan! 

Narayan!". What India needs today most is an air of strict resistance and understanding which Sarojini Naidu has 

uncovered through her verse. About the devoted note in her paetry K.R.S. Iyenger watches, "She struck the right 
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'Devoted' note over and over. Love of one's nation was a feeling as much as the affection for man or Nature and a 

portion of her sonnets.  

Different features of Islam and Muslim life are decently managed in The Prayer of Islam, The Old Woman, 

and The Imam Bara. The sonnet The Purdah Nashin, happening in The Golden Threshold versifies the way that life 

behind the purdah, as stylish in the Muslim life, isn't simply secure; rather it is sentimental as well. Anyway the main 

thing against which the cloak can't give security is the attack of time. What the poetess really endeavors is to 

differentiate this life of obvious simplicity and security to the brutal truth of life behind the cloak. The arrangement of 

purdah was initially planned by Muslims as an apparatus for ladies to keep up their unobtrusiveness. Naidu's happiness 

in Nature is uncovered in The Songs of Spring Time. The colounful Indian scenes with its Gulmohars and Sirsas, 

Champak and Lotus buds and Koels inspire Indian blossoms and fowls and give her verse a phenomenal Indian flavor. 

With practically striking sexiness Naidu has extended normal Indian life in her sonnets. The anapestic lines from 

Palanquin Bearers, the much anthologized first sonnet in The Golden Threshold evoke the cadenced development of 

the men conveying carts.  

In another mainstream sonnet Bangle Sellers every one of the four refrains depicts bangles of various tones that 

will coordinate the ladies wearing them: 'rainbow-colored circles of light' for upbeat girls and spouses; 'silver and blue 

as the mountain fog' for a lady; 'sunlit corn' and 'the fire of her marriage fire' for the lady; 'purple and gold-spotted 

dark' for the lady who has 'ventured through life halfway' In The Wandering Beggars and The Indian Gypsy regular 

people have been depicted with poise and beauty that portray Wardsworth's Michael and The Leechgatherer. In her 

verse one discovers Indian weavers weaving in fluctuating hues robe of another conceived youngster, the marriage 

cloak of a sovereign and a dead man's burial service cover; the snake charmer who charms with has enchantment 

woodwind call 'the silver-breasted moon light emission', the corn processors singing a wretched tune; Indian artists 

moving 'eyes violated with delight, unendingly gasping', the wanderer young lady in 'worn out robes' and so forth. 

Also different Indian celebrations like Raksha Bandhan, Diwali, Vasantpanchami and Nagapanchami discover a spot 

in her verse The Village Song, in view of a town lady's day by day errand of getting water from the Jamuna waterway, 

loyally presents a vignette of life in the open country—a dejected town young lady conveying back home water-filled 

pitchers on her head, a desolate town way with threats prowling around, particularly at sunset with haziness 

overwhelming the area. The size of the challenges and threats is featured by the chance of a tempest breaking with 

threatening light, streaks with no protected sanctuary around. A comparative humanistic significance might be added 

something extra to Coromandel Fishers written in the ranch of a clarion call given by the courageous saints of the 

profound to their vessels on the ocean. An arrangement of various states of mind of the Coromandel fishers makes the 

sonnet an extraordinary mix of adoration for the excellence of the ocean and love of work Suttee happening in The 

Golden Thresh old censures the appalling Hindu custom of 'Suttee'. 

It is typically affirmed that Sarojini Naidu's verse is imitative and she imitated the sentimental artists like 

Shelley, Byron, Keats and Wordsworth. The facts confirm that her verse is melodious yet it isn't on the whole correct 

to state that she imitated the Romantic writers referenced previously. The writers are constantly affected by different 
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artists and impacts in writing have been answerable for a lot of writing everywhere on over the world. Indeed, in 

Sarojini's verse, we discover two restricting propensities the impact of the Romantic convention and her sharp Indian 

reasonableness. Markand Paranjpe in his book on ‘Sarojini Naidu-Selected Poetry and Prose’ rightly points out— 

“Sarojini’s poetry mediates between the usually  opposing but sometimes complementary forces of the English 

poetic tradition and her Indian sensibility, between the politics of nationalism and the aesthetics of feudalism, between 

the overwhelming power of modernity and the nostalgia for a threatened tradition, between in security of a 

comfortable patriarchy and the liberating power of the women’s movement. Thus Sarojini’s text displays both 

resistance and the co-operation with dominant ideology of her time which was Colonialism. There is in it both a 

compromise and a collusion with Prevailing power structures, whether literary or political. Unlike Tagore, Sarojini 

was unable to liberate her from these contradictions”1 

 There is an unmistakable Indian symbolism in the greater part of her sonnets. She has drawn exceptionally 

reasonable pictures of Indian sights and scenes. 'Cart Bearers', 'Meandering Singers', 'Indian Weavers', 'Corn Grinders', 

'Indian Dancers', 'Indian Gipsy' present the genuine pictures of India. These tunes have the people tone and society 

mood. Markand Paranjpe considers these to be as 'glorified and ideal stances, celebrating and extolling their own 

persecution'. He says that 'Cart Bearers' available a pretty image of a withering primitive request of imperialism. 'Cart 

Bearers' sing while they work so as to help their weight.  

 

'Indian Love Song' have manly and ladylike pictures with fitting motions.' dresses, trimmings and so forth. Man and 

lady are not alternate extremes but rather integral to one another. The core of the darling pulsates with the flute of the 

adored. Like a dearest. the night wind hangs over the jasmine nursery of sweetheart and shirisha groves. The darling 

falsehoods covered up in the petals of rose like scent inside her chest. There is unity between the two. 'Euphoria' is a 

sonnet commending alternates of life and the world. In the event that the world is transient, why stress over life and 

demise? She focuses on that one should live in present just and appreciate the rapture of life. Euphoria and Sorrow are 

momentary encounters of life. The delight of spring is overpowering to the point that one must overlook distresses of 

fall. In 'To The God of Pain', the poetess grumbles of fatigue and sickness.  

The sonnets like 'The Indian Gipsy', 'Sutee', 'Pardah Nashin', 'Town Songs', 'Turning Song', 'Meandering 

Beggars', have Indian scenes, Indian tone and Indian air. Here the poetess depicts the valiant boldness and primitivism 

of the Indian wanderer lady. In her worn out clothing, she has an immortal soul of the meandering roaming clan.  

'Sutee' romanticizes the custom of Sati in this sonnet. It is a retrogressive act of past which she lauds. Markand 

Paranjpe has censured Sarojini's double inclination to praise rehearses like 'Sutee' and furthermore to advocate for the 

privileges of lady. In this sonnet as well, he sees the pressure typically found in her verse and her legislative issues. 

'The Purdah Nashin' is a sonnet about the foundation of purdah. The sonnet romanticizes the isolated, ensured.  
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Sarojini Naidu has embraced Indian legendary stories for her tunes. 'Damyanti to Nala in the Hour of Exile' is a 

section. Damyanti, the sovereign, is relinquished by her significant other Nala in the timberland after he lost his realm. 

This legendary story is taken from the Mahabharata. The foremost feeling in ife of the purdahnashins. The life of the 

purdah-nashins is brimming with sequestered, slow straightforwardness and their days are watched and secure.  

"Melody of Radha, the milkmaid", is a sonnet of the gopi (the milkmaid) conveying the pot of curds to the 

Mathura Fair. Here she catches an exceptionally sentimental and dazzling climate in the long stretch of Shrawan. She 

goes to sell her curds as white as mists in the sky. Radha's heart is flooding with the excellence of Lord Krishna and 

she cries-"Govinda! Govinda!"Radha's heart was so lost in love of the Lord that she recited the name of Govinda 

without knowing. In this sonnet, we discover the pictures of streaming waterway, yearlings and blowing conch-shells.  

Sarojini Naidu's feelings are with the Hindu way of thinking as well as with Islam and Persian folklore. 'Leili' 

is a sonnet with the Persian foundation. 'The Islam Bara' and 'A Song from Shinaz' are the piece of 'Lucknow Poems'. 

They allude to Ali, the child in-law of the prophet Mohammad and Hussain, the nephew and their suffering. Sarojini 

was belittled by the Nizam of Hyderabad thus a portion of the sonnets are about Hyderabad and the Nizam as well. 

She composed a 'Tribute to the Nizam of Hyderabad' in which she utilizes the symbolism of Saki-Singers, Sufi Wine, 

Ghazals and so on. 'The sovereigns Rival'is a delightful story of Gulnaar and Feroz related in a clear way. Sovereign 

Gulanar understands that her long term old girl is her adversary. This story is a renowned Persian story known to 

numerous Indian individuals.  

Sarojini's verse presents the admired and romanticized image of Indian life. It is frequently beautiful, secretive 

and at times verging on unclearness. 'In a Salutation to My dad's Spirit' is one of her infrequent sonnets. It 

communicates the veritable love and appreciation for India's old legacy of shrewdness. She found in her dad quiet 

intelligence of vedic legacy.  

“Sarojini's poetry is a beautiful kaleidoscopic view of the image of Indian life culture and Indianess. The first 

thing that strikes us in reading Naidu’s poetry is her exquisite melody and fine delicacy of feeling, an expression 

blended with the freshness and exuberance of spirit. She has skillfully weaved a beautiful picture using various strands 

of emotions- love, separation, ecstasy, mellowness, seasons especially spring folklore, festivals, history, and 

mythology to present the vivid images of India and Indian womanhood”.2 

India is an unpredictable marvel. She contains huge numbers of inconsistencies and alternate extremes. No 

artist would have the option to do equity to give the genuine image of India. India is a reflection, a thought as opposed 

to only a geological element. With her differing individuals, language and customs, it is hard for anybody to 

characterize India in entirety. Nehru once commented that in the event that you say something regarding India, it could 

never contain every bit of relevant information. One may discover frequently precisely something contrary to what one 

satiates about India, Uncertainty and idefinability are the distinct attributes of India. Consequently one would discover 
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deficiencies with Sarojini's portrayal of India and Indian life. The facts confirm that she has portrayed India in 

romantcized overstated way. Markand Paranjpe has condemned Sarojini's verse for her inner conflict. On one hand, 

she battled for opportunity and ladies' privileges however then again, she has romantciszed the lives of poor people 

and the down-trodden. The majority of her melodies, love-verses have beautifying topics. These sonnets are encircled 

by a corona of sentiment and misrepresentation. One may unquestionably say that what rises up out of these sonnets is 

certainly not a practical image of India. They portray a place where there is bazaars loaded with splendid hues and 

scents. The universe of Sarojini is inhabited by pleasant sights, meandering poor people and snake charmers. A few 

pundits feel that so as to introduce India toward the West, she has over-romantcized the shallow parts of India. Her 

sonnets experience the ill effects of need of profundity yet prevail with regards to making sentimental pictures of 

sights and sounds. Her inclination sonnets are pleasantly nostalgic. Once in a while, we discover a note of despairing 

in a large number of her sonnets. In her treatment of affection, she frequently depicts the aches of division and aching 

for association.  

“She wrote verses for children as well as grown-ups and her themes ranged from nature and its beauty, 

patriotism, love and death. Even at a time when religious tension ran high, she penned down a poem that praised 

Muslim religious figures. Her poetry reflected her deepest emotions and an outlook that was aimed at transcending 

social divisions such as caste, class and religion.”3 

The sonnets remembered for 'The Temples' are more energetic and admired than before sonnets. Sarojini 

admires the manly mastery and sentimentalization of ladies' servility. Indeed, even the mortification of the adored on 

account of the darling is depicted as a sweet encounter: The dearest is prepared to excuse all the wrongs done to her 

and she is prepared to forfeit herself at the special raised area of adoration. Sarojini's sonnets about existence and 

demise likewise need profundity. Obviously, she asserts her confidence in time everlasting and progression of life. She 

doesn't have philosophical significance yet she is really an incredible vocalist. She sings of India with all force. Her 

verse has characteristic rhythm and cadence. Her metrical ability is additionally apparent in her verse. The scope of 

her idyllic style is restricted however she shows a surprising authority over English. It has been commented: “Like 

Keats and Shelley, she employed a high -browed diction, which is steeped in passion, pulse and power. Her sonorous 

and unusual words add to the subtlety of expression of ideas and display a keen perception of beauty”4 

Sarojini Naidu was among the pioneer writers of Indo-Anglian writing. She started composing verse in the 

most recent decade of the nineteenth century however was exceptionally impacted by the Romantic writers because of 

her serious perusing of Romantic verse. She began composing at when pieces, tribute and verses, having accentuation 

on shading, symbolism, sentiments and creative mind were stylish and she was profoundly affected by such 

compositions. She considered fancy verse which had effect on her compositions. Her nearby relationship with 

Rhymer's club during her stay in England loaned verbal tastefulness, melodic surface and metrical order to her verse. 

It has been appropriately remarked about the striking highlights of her style: 
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“Sarojini Naidu writes instant poetry where images and metaphors come rolling ready on the hot plates of 

imagination. Her poetry is intensely emotional, at times passionate to the point of eroticism and always a spring – like 

lyricism. In her can be perceived the influence of the British romantic poets, but what makes it interesting and relevant 

to the Indian tradition is the sustenance from the twin indigenous sources.”5 
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