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Abstract: 

This paper is aimed at to study the Rebillion of Kittur Rani Chennamma and her resistance against 

British colonialism in Karnataka. Kittur Rani Chennamma was a courageous queen who led the resistance 

against the British East India Company's invasion of the Kingdom of Kittur in the southern Indian state of 

Karnataka in 1816. She was born in 1778 in a small village in Karnataka and grew up with training in sword 

fighting, horse riding, and archery. When her husband, the king of Kittur, died in 1816, the British saw an 

opportunity to expand their empire and declared war on the kingdom. Rani Chennamma, refusing to 

surrender to the British, led the Kittur army into battle against the British with guerrilla tactics and took 

them by surprise. The battle lasted several days, but Rani Chennamma's army was ultimately defeated due 

to the British's superior firepower. 

Rani Chennamma was captured and imprisoned in Bailhongal Fort, but her spirit of resistance did 

not waver. She wrote a letter to the British Governor-General, Lord William Bentinck, demanding her 

release and the restoration of the kingdom to her son, but the British refused her demands. Rani Chennamma 

died in prison in 1829, but her legacy of courage and resistance lived on.   Rani Chennamma's rebellion 

against the British inspired many others to fight for their freedom from British rule. She became a symbol of 

resistance and a hero for the people of Karnataka. In recognition of her bravery and contribution to the 

Indian freedom struggle, the Indian government issued a postage stamp in her honour in 2007. A memorial 

was built in her honour in Kittur, which is visited by thousands of people every year.   The Rebellion of 

Kittur Rani Chennamma was a significant event in the history of India's struggle for freedom from British 

rule. Rani Chennamma's leadership, bravery and determination continue to inspire people to fight for their 

rights and freedoms. Her legacy is a reminder of the courage and resilience that can drive us to overcome 

even the most challenging of obstacles. 
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INTRODUCTION: 

The Kitturu Empire was a small but powerful kingdom in the southern Indian state of Karnataka 

during the 18th and 19th centuries. The kingdom was ruled by a series of notable queens who were known 

for their bravery and leadership skills, the most famous of whom was Kittur Rani Chennamma.    She was 

born in 1778 and grew up in a small village in Karnataka. She was trained in martial arts and military 

tactics, which would prove to be essential skills when she later became the queen of Kitturu. Her husband, 

the king of Kitturu, died in 1816, and the British East India Company saw an opportunity to expand their 

empire by annexing the kingdom.  However, Rani Chennamma was not one to surrender to the British 

without a fight. She led her army into battle against the British and employed guerrilla tactics to take them 

by surprise. Although the rebellion was eventually quashed, Rani Chennamma's courage and determination 

have become legendary in Indian history. 

The Rebellion of Kittur Rani Chennamma was a significant event in the history of India's struggle 

for freedom from British colonial rule. It has become a symbol of resistance and a testament to the power of 

leadership, bravery, and determination in the face of oppression and adversity. In this study, researcher 

explored the story of Kittur Rani Chennamma and her rebellion against the British East India Company. 

OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY: 

This paper is aimed at to explore the Rebillion of Kittur Rani Chennamma and her resistance against 

British colonialism in Karnataka. 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY: 

 This study is based on secondary sources of data such as articles, research paper, books, journals and 

websites. 

THE REBILLION OF KITTUR RANI CHENNAMMA: 

Kittur Rani Chennamma was a brave queen who lived in the 18th century in the southern Indian 

state of Karnataka. She was born in a small village called Kakati in the year 1778. Her father was the chief 

of the village and was known for his bravery and valour. From a young age, Chennamma showed great 

courage and leadership qualities. She was trained in sword fighting, horse riding and archery, which were 

considered to be male-dominated activities at that time.   In 1816, the British East India Company declared 

war on the Kingdom of Kittur, which was ruled by Rani Chennamma's husband. The British had already 

conquered many parts of India and were looking to expand their empire. The British sent an army to Kittur 

to capture the kingdom, but Rani Chennamma was not ready to give up without a fight. 

Rani Chennamma led the Kittur army into battle against the British. She used guerrilla tactics and 

surprised the British army with her tactics. The British were not prepared for such a strong resistance and 

were taken aback by Rani Chennamma's courage and determination. The battle lasted for several days, but 
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Rani Chennamma's army was ultimately defeated by the British due to their superior firepower.   However, 

the British victory was short-lived. Rani Chennamma was captured by the British and imprisoned in 

Bailhongal Fort. Even in captivity, Rani Chennamma did not give up her fight for freedom. She wrote a 

letter to the British Governor-General, Lord William Bentinck, demanding her release and the restoration of 

the kingdom to her son. The British refused her demands, and Rani Chennamma died in prison in 1829. 

Rani Chennamma's rebellion inspired many others to fight for their freedom from British rule. She 

became a symbol of resistance and a hero for the people of Karnataka. Her legacy continues to live on, and 

she is remembered as a brave and fearless leader who fought for her people's rights and freedom.   In 

recognition of her bravery and contribution to the Indian freedom struggle, the Indian government issued a 

postage stamp in her honour in 2007. Today, there is a memorial built in her honour in Kittur, which is 

visited by thousands of people every year.  The Rebellion of Kittur Rani Chennamma was a significant 

event in the history of India's struggle for freedom from British rule. Rani Chennamma's bravery and 

leadership continue to inspire people to fight for their rights and freedoms. Her legacy is a reminder of the 

courage and determination that can drive us to overcome even the most difficult of challenges. 

CONCLUSION: 

The Rebellion of Kittur Rani Chennamma is a remarkable chapter in India's history, and her legacy 

continues to inspire generations of Indians to this day. Rani Chennamma's story is a testament to the power 

of courage, determination, and leadership in the face of oppression and adversity.  Her defiance of the 

British colonial powers, her unwavering spirit, and her fight for the rights and freedom of her people have 

made her an icon in Indian history. Her bravery in leading her army against the British and her refusal to 

submit to their demands continue to be celebrated by people across India.  Rani Chennamma's story serves 

as a reminder of the struggles and sacrifices made by those who fought for India's freedom from British 

colonial rule. Her legacy is a powerful symbol of resistance and resilience in the face of tyranny and 

oppression. 

The story of Rani Chennamma is an inspiration for those who seek to make a difference in the 

world. Her courage and determination continue to motivate people to stand up for their rights and fight for 

justice, even when facing seemingly insurmountable challenges. Her legacy will undoubtedly continue to 

inspire generations to come, not just in India, but around the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ijcrt.org/


www.ijcrt.org                                                   © 2017 IJCRT | Volume 5, Issue 4 December 2017 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT1135018 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org 111 
 

REFERENCES: 

1. Bhat, K. S. (1998). Kittur Rani Chennamma. Sahitya Academy. 

2. Dalwai, S. (2015). Kittur Rani Chennamma: The First Woman to Rebel Against the British. In 

Women Heroes and Dalit Assertion in North India: Culture, Identity and Politics (pp. 44-56). 

Routledge. 

3. Kamath, S. U. (2001). Kittur Chennamma: Queen of the Kittur Kingdom. National Book Trust, 

India. 

4. Marikatti, P. R. (2015). Resistance against Colonialism: Kittur Rani Chennamma's Rebellion against 

the British East India Company. International Journal of Multidisciplinary Research and 

Development, 2(10), 301-303. 

5. Patil, C. B. (2016). A Study of the Contribution of Kittur Rani Chennamma towards Indian Freedom 

Struggle. International Journal of Research in Commerce and Management, 7(4), 37-39. 

http://www.ijcrt.org/

