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Abstract: The novel explores the experiences of a man who straddles multiple cultural and national identities. 

Through Vikram Lall's story, Vassanji delves into the complexities of the diaspora experience, offering a 

nuanced portrayal of the struggles and contradictions that come with navigating multiple cultural and national 

identities. One of the central themes of the novel is the tension between belonging and alienation. Vikram Lall 

is an Indian who grows up in Kenya, and later moves to Canada. He never fully belongs to any one place, yet 

he is deeply connected to all of them. Vassanji portrays this tension with sensitivity and nuance, depicting the 

complex emotions that arise from being part of multiple cultures and communities. 
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M.G. Vassanji is a well-known diaspora writer who has made significant contributions to the field of 

postcolonial literature. Born in Tanzania, Vassanji migrated to Canada in 1978, where he has since established 

himself as a prominent voice in Canadian literature. As a diaspora writer, Vassanji often explores themes of 

displacement, identity, and cultural hybridity in his works. He frequently draws upon his own experiences as 

a member of the Indian diaspora in East Africa and his subsequent migration to Canada. 

One of his most well-known works, The In-Between World of Vikram Lall, is a novel that follows the life of 

a Kenyan-Indian man who must navigate the complex cultural and political landscape of post-colonial East 

Africa. The novel examines the complexities of identity and belonging for those who exist in between cultures 

and nations. Vassanji's writing is also notable for its exploration of history and memory. In A Place Within: 
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Rediscovering India, for example, Vassanji recounts his travels through India and reflects on the country's 

rich cultural and historical heritage. Overall, Vassanji's work as a diaspora writer has helped to expand our 

understanding of the complexities of identity and belonging in our globalized world. 

M.G. Vassanji's writing style is often characterized by its elegant simplicity, emotional depth, and thoughtful 

introspection. He is known for his ability to create vivid, evocative descriptions of people, places, and events, 

while also exploring complex themes and ideas in a nuanced and insightful way. 

Vassanji's writing often employs a blend of fiction and memoir, drawing upon his own experiences as a 

member of the Indian diaspora to create richly imagined stories that explore issues of identity, belonging, and 

cultural hybridity. He is also known for his skillful use of language, often employing a lyrical, poetic style 

that is at once both contemplative and evocative. He has a keen eye for detail, and his writing often includes 

richly described landscapes and scenes that transport the reader to different times and places. Overall, 

Vassanji's writing style is marked by its emotional intelligence, thoughtful exploration of complex themes, 

and ability to transport readers to different worlds through his vivid descriptions and evocative prose. 

The In-Between World of Vikram Lall is a novel by M.G. Vassanji that was first published in 2003. It tells the 

story of Vikram Lall, a Kenyan-Indian man who grows up in Nairobi during the tumultuous years leading up 

to Kenya's independence from British colonial rule. The novel is structured as a series of recollections by 

Vikram, who is now living in exile in Canada. Through his memories, Vikram recounts his childhood, his 

friendships, his loves, and his experiences as a member of the Indian diaspora in East Africa. 

At the heart of the novel is the question of identity and belonging. Vikram must navigate the complex cultural 

and political landscape of post-colonial East Africa, where ethnic tensions and political violence are on the 

rise. As an Indian living in Kenya, he is caught between different cultures and identities, never fully belonging 

to one or the other. The novel also explores themes of memory, history, and the power of storytelling. Vikram's 

recollections are not always reliable, and as the novel progresses, the reader begins to question the veracity of 

his memories and the motivations behind his storytelling. Overall, "The In-Between World of Vikram Lall" 

is a richly imagined and thought-provoking novel that explores complex themes of identity, memory, and 

belonging in the context of post-colonial East Africa.  

"The In-Between World of Vikram Lall" by M.G. Vassanji is a novel that deals with the concept of liminality, 

which is the state of being in between two or more states, places, or identities. Vikram Lall, the protagonist 

of the novel, is caught between different cultures and identities, never fully belonging to one or the other. He 
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is a member of the Indian diaspora in Kenya and is neither fully Kenyan nor fully Indian. This state of in-

betweenness creates a sense of ambiguity and uncertainty that permeates the novel. 

Liminality is a concept that is often associated with postcolonial literature, as it reflects the experience of 

people who live in the aftermath of colonialism. Postcolonial societies are often characterized by a sense of 

cultural hybridity and fluidity, as well as a tension between tradition and modernity. These complexities are 

reflected in the liminal state of characters like Vikram Lall, who must navigate multiple cultural identities and 

negotiate the conflicting demands of tradition and modernity. 

In The In-Between World of Vikram Lall, Vassanji uses Vikram's liminal status to explore larger themes of 

identity, memory, and the power of storytelling. By depicting Vikram's memories as unreliable and his 

storytelling as a form of manipulation, Vassanji calls into question the authority of historical narratives and 

suggests that our understanding of the past is always subjective and contingent. Overall, The In-Between 

World of Vikram Lall is a novel that effectively uses the concept of liminality to explore complex themes of 

identity, memory, and history in the context of postcolonial East Africa. 

The In-Between World of Vikram Lall by M.G. Vassanji is a novel that deals with the concept of hybridity, 

which is the mixing of different cultures, identities, or ways of being. The protagonist, Vikram Lall, is a 

member of the Indian diaspora in Kenya, and his experiences reflect the complex cultural hybridity of 

postcolonial East Africa. Vikram is caught between different cultures and identities, never fully belonging to 

one or the other. He struggles to reconcile his Indian heritage with his Kenyan upbringing, and his experiences 

are marked by a sense of cultural displacement and alienation. However, Vikram's experiences also reveal the 

potential for cultural hybridity to create new forms of identity and community. 

 

Vassanji uses Vikram's hybridity to explore larger themes of identity, belonging, and cultural difference. 

Through Vikram's relationships with other characters, including his childhood friend Njoroge and his love 

interest Lata, the novel depicts the ways in which cultural hybridity can both create tension and forge new 

connections. The novel also explores the intersection of cultural and political hybridity. As Kenya transitions 

from colonial rule to independence, Vikram and his family must navigate the changing political landscape 

while also negotiating their own complex cultural identities. The novel thus reflects the broader tensions 

between tradition and modernity, and the challenges of building new national identities in the aftermath of 
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colonialism. Overall, The In-Between World of Vikram Lall effectively uses the concept of hybridity to explore 

complex themes of identity, belonging, and cultural difference in the context of postcolonial East Africa.  

Vikram Lall is the protagonist and narrator of The In-Between World of Vikram Lall by M.G. Vassanji. The 

novel is structured as a series of recollections by Vikram, who is now living in exile in Canada, and through 

his memories, the reader gets a sense of his complex and multi-faceted character. Vikram is a member of the 

Indian diaspora in Kenya and grows up in Nairobi during the tumultuous years leading up to Kenya's 

independence from British colonial rule. As a child, he is curious, adventurous, and fiercely loyal to his 

friends, particularly his best friend Njoroge. However, as he grows older, he becomes more aware of the 

political and social tensions in Kenya, and his sense of identity becomes increasingly fraught. 

Throughout the novel, Vikram is depicted as a complex and conflicted character. He is intelligent, ambitious, 

and at times ruthless in his pursuit of success, but he is also haunted by his past and the ways in which his 

actions have hurt the people he loves. His relationships with his family, particularly his brother, are marked 

by tension and resentment, and his romantic relationships are similarly fraught. Vikram's character is also 

shaped by his experiences with memory and storytelling. As he recounts his memories, he grapples with 

questions of truth, memory, and the power of storytelling. His memories are not always reliable, and as the 

novel progresses, the reader begins to question the veracity of his recollections and the motivations behind 

his storytelling. Overall, Vikram Lall is a complex and multi-faceted character who embodies the tensions 

and complexities of postcolonial identity in East Africa. His experiences reflect the broader themes of identity, 

memory, and the power of storytelling that run throughout the novel. 

The novel is characterized by a distinct writing style that is marked by its lyrical prose, complex narrative 

structure, and intertextual references to history, literature, and culture. One of the most distinctive aspects of 

Vassanji's writing style is his use of lyrical and evocative language. He employs vivid descriptions and sensory 

details to bring the setting of Nairobi and the characters to life, creating a rich and immersive reading 

experience. This attention to detail is particularly evident in the novel's opening chapter, which vividly 

describes the sights and sounds of Nairobi during Vikram's childhood. 

The novel's narrative structure is also notable, as it is structured as a series of recollections by Vikram. The 

novel moves back and forth in time, and Vikram's memories are not presented in a linear fashion. This 

nonlinear structure creates a sense of fragmentation and ambiguity, reflecting the complexity of Vikram's 

experiences and the ways in which memory is both subjective and unreliable. Vassanji's writing style is also 
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characterized by its intertextual references to history, literature, and culture. The novel draws on a wide range 

of sources, including Indian mythology, Kenyan history, and the works of writers like Joseph Conrad and 

V.S. Naipaul. These references add depth and complexity to the novel, while also highlighting the ways in 

which culture and history shape our identities and experiences. Overall, Vassanji's writing style in "The In-

Between World of Vikram Lall" is marked by its lyrical prose, complex narrative structure, and intertextual 

references to history, literature, and culture. These stylistic elements contribute to the novel's rich and 

immersive reading experience and reflect the complex themes of identity, memory, and history that are 

explored throughout the novel. 

The novel depicts the complex political atmosphere of this period, which was marked by a range of social and 

political tensions, including ethnic conflict, economic inequality, and resistance to colonialism. One of the 

most prominent political themes in the novel is the struggle for independence. The novel is set against the 

backdrop of Kenya's fight for independence, which was characterized by violent clashes between Kenyan 

nationalists and British colonial authorities. The novel depicts the impact of this struggle on the lives of 

ordinary Kenyans, particularly those of Indian descent like Vikram. 

Another important political theme in the novel is the tension between different ethnic and racial groups in 

Kenya. The novel explores the ways in which these tensions shape the social and political landscape of the 

country, with characters often finding themselves caught between different communities and identities. 

Vikram, for example, is of Indian descent but considers himself Kenyan, leading to a sense of liminality and 

insecurity about his place in society. The novel also depicts the impact of economic inequality on the lives of 

Kenyans. Vikram's family is relatively wealthy, but he is aware of the poverty and inequality that surrounds 

him, particularly among the black African population. This economic inequality creates a sense of social and 

political tension, as marginalized communities struggle for access to resources and political power. Overall, 

"The In-Between World of Vikram Lall" portrays a complex and multi-faceted political atmosphere in Kenya 

during the years leading up to independence. The novel explores a range of social and political tensions, 

highlighting the ways in which these tensions shape the lives and identities of ordinary people. 
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