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Abstract 

Learning English Language And English Literature Seems To Bring About Considerable Questions Of The 

Benefits And The Importance Of So Doing.  

 Why Should Students Who Learn English Language Require Learning English Literature At The Same 

Time?  

 The Ultimate Matter Remains The Same-What Is The Very Core Of Learning The Subject?  

 What Are Their Relationships Embrace?  

 What, Why, And How Are We Supposed To Know That.  
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Introduction  

As Is Known, English Studies May Comprise Of English Linguistics, English Teaching And English 

Literature. These Three Studies Are The Logical Next Step Of Efforts To Acquire Skills In Understanding 

And Using English, Particularly For Those Who Aspire To Broaden And Deepen Their Knowledge And 

Mastery Of English. Therefore, An Acceptable Degree Of English Mastery Is Required To Study English 

Literature, For Example. The Higher One’s Mastery Of English The Stronger Is One’s English Sense And 

Hence More Sensitive Is One’s Knowledge And Critical Awareness About English Literature. More Than 

That, This Paper Argues That English Language And English Literature Are In Fact Inseparable With One 

Needing The Other. However, The Study Of English Literature Is More Than Just English. It Is About 

Nearly All Facets Of Society Lives From Which The English Literary Works Spring Up. That Is, English 

Speaking People Of Certain Country, Academic, Working, Religious, And Cultural Backgrounds And 

Political Leanings And Of Certain Times Express Various Aspects Of Their Lives In Written English. The 

Main Objectives Of Studying Their Literary Works Are To Enrich Our Knowledge And Understanding Of 

The High Values Of Morality And Wisdom They Contain. However, To Know What An English Literary 

Work Is All About And The Messages It Wants To Convey Requires “Know-How” That Include English 

Skill And Strategies. Therefore, This Paper Argues That The Study Of English Literature Can Only Occur 

With The Presence Of The Why-What-How Balance. The Sections To Follow Explain Those Arguments. 

 

Language And Literature: Unseparated Mates  

There Are Many Definitions Of Language Comprehensive, Deep, Or Simple Ones. According To Chomsky, 

Language Is “A Set (Finite Or Infinite) Of Sentences, Each Finite In Length And Constructed Out Of A 

Finite Set Of Elements” (1957, P. 13). In Merriam Webster Dictionary, Language Is Defined As System Of 

Conventional Spoken Or Written Symbols Used By People In A Shared Culture To Communicate With Each 

Other. A Language Both Reflects And Affects A Culture's Way Of Thinking In Comparison, Oxford 

Dictionary Defines Language As “The Method Of Human Communication, Either Spoken Or Written, 

Consisting Of The Use Of Words In A Structured And Conventional Way.” From That Of Chomsky To The 

More Recent Definition Of Language, The Essence Remains The Same. Language Contains Rules And 

http://www.ijcrt.org/


www.ijcrt.org                                                    © 2025 IJCRT | Volume 13, Issue 2 February 2025 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRTAU02053 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org 355 
 

Elements, Takes Both Spoken Or Written Form, Reflects The Speakers’ Culture And Way Of Thinking, And 

It Is Significantly Used To Communicate Ideas. Literature, In Fact, Does Not Have Less Meaning Than 

Language. According To Widows, Literature Has Various Meanings Depending On The Context That The 

Speakers Refer To. It May Mean Literary Writings Such As Fictions Or Literature In Term Of Major Of 

Study. Literature Referring To Literary Writing Could Be Defined As “The Achievement Of Aesthetic And 

Moral Merit” Such As Those Of Canon Or The Great Tradition. Or Else, It Is Understood As The “Creative 

And Imaginative” Writing (1999, P. 4-5). Merriam Webster Illustrates Literature As “Writings Having 

Excellence Of Form Or Expression And Expressing Ideas Of Permanent Or Universal Interest” And Oxford 

Terms Literature As “Written Works, Especially Those Considered Of Superior Or Lasting Artistic Merit.” 

Literature Has The So Called A Range Of Characteristics Such As Excellent, Aesthetic, Creative, 

Imaginative, Expressive, Valuable, And Universal. Therefore, In Delivering Its Characteristics And Entity, A 

Tool Language Is Unavoidably Necessary. It Becomes The Only Choice And Its Ultimate Means. Now That 

Definitions Of Both Language And Literature Have Been Set, Their Relations Are Consequently Visible. In 

The Digital World Glossary, It Can Be Termed That Literature Is The Message, Language Is The Mobile 

Phone. Those Two Relationships Are Closely Bound And Would Not Be Separated In Whatsoever Ways. 

The Proximity Makes Them Mates And This Idea Underlies The Symbiosis Of Both Of Them, Regardless 

The Facts That There Are Debates As To How Far A Learner Needs To Study Both Of Them. In 

Kindergarten, Primary And Secondary Schools, The Study Of Literature Is Not The Major Study. It Is The 

Minor Subject That Helps The Students Get Exposure To Aesthetic, Creative, And Imaginative Writing. 

Although Not A Major Study, Literary Writing Such As Stories, Poetry, And Drama Are Well Told, 

Memorized, And Played. In Our Childhood Days, Bedtime Stories Are Our Lullabies To Have Beautiful 

Dreams And Dramas Are Our Proud Proof Of Existence On The Elementary And Secondary Stages. One Or 

Two Of The Children Stories Told By Our Grandmothers, Grandfathers, Fathers, Or Mothers Are Clearly Or 

Unclearly Remembered.  

In Higher Schools, Literature, From The Simplest Form To The Hardest, Can Be A Learning Material For 

Students. Wide Ranges Of Literary Work From The Canon To The Contemporary Form Of Literature Are 

Available For Learning. Plays, That Commonly Use More Simple Language, Can Be One Of Discussion 

Topics In A Language Classroom. It Can Be Aimed To Expose Students To Colloquial Language In Which 

Students Can Adapt And Adopt The Expressions And Later On Use The Expressions In Particular Contexts. 

Novels, Which Are Of More Complicated Language Style, Contents, And Topics, Can Be Used In Advanced 

Language Classroom In Order To Give More Complex Language Exposure To Students. This, Therefore, Is 

Expected To Enhance Students’ Language Experience Which In Turn Affects Their Language Competence. 

All The Above Practices Are Indeed An Early Yet Subtle Introduction To Literature. This Simply Shows 

That Literature Has Filled Our Lives Since We Are At The Early Stage Of Life And It Must Have Been 

Carried On And Has Either Huge Or Little Impact On The Present Life. Language And Literature Are Two 

Closely Related Subjects That Need Each Other. To Learn English Literature, For Example, Needs 

Mastering English And To Master English Needs Studying English Literature. This Is Because English 

Language Serves As A Tool In Studying English Literature, Without Which The Study Is Impossible. There 

Is No Way To Understand An English Literary Work When Little Is Known About, For Instance, How A 

Sentence Is Constructed And How A Sentence Can Have Lexical And Connotation Meanings. Therefore, A 

Good Command Of English Is A Prerequisite For Studying English Literature. Only With A Certain Level 

Of English Skill Is It Possible For Someone To Endeavor The English Literature Study. Similarly, The 

Mastery Of English Can Be Enhanced And Perfected By Studying English Literature. Although The Main 

Objectives Of Reading English Literary Works Are To Enrich One’s Knowledge And Understanding And To 

Empower Oneself, No Doubt It Also Improves One’s Skill In Using English. A Frequent Reading Of English 

Novels And Short Stories, For Example, Likely Develops And Strengthens One’s Language Sense As To 

How The Dialogues Between Characters, The Setting Description And The Psychological Mood Of The 

Characters Are Written. Likewise, A Constant Reading Of English History Works Familiarizes One With 

How Chronologies Are Composed In English. Another Important Boost Of English Skill Resulting From 

Intense Readings Of English Literary Works Is Undoubtedly The Awareness Of Close Relationship Between 

Text And Context. That Is, Certain English Texts Are Used To Depict Certain Contexts. Conversely, Certain 

Contexts Are Described With Certain Texts Not Others. Therefore, If One Wants To Be Able To Write A 

Good Journalistic Report, For Example, One Must Frequently Read Journalistic Works.  
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Know “Why, What, How” In The Study Of English Literature  

The Study Of English Literature Can Only Occur With The Presence Of The Why-What-How Balance. Why 

Do People Need To Learn English Literature? People Will Not Study English Literature Unless It Entails 

Benefits. What Benefits Does English Literature Give To The Reader? Many Literary Works Have High 

Values Of Morality And Wisdom Lessons In Many Different Places At Different Times. Any Writings Or 

Texts That Function To Enrich Our Knowledge And Our Understanding And Empower Our Selves Are 

Essential. There Is Always A Belief That Any Literary Works Will Certainly Give Certain Meanings To A 

Certain People. People Learn Particular Things From Particular Sources And Thus They Have The Capacity 

To Give Values To Any Works That Are Considered Precious. Further, The Value Embedded In A Literary 

Work Is Given By Anyone Who Reads And Responds To It Based On Their Own Experiences, Purposes, 

And Interpretation. In Addition, As Far As English Literature Is Concerned, There Is Language And Power 

Issue. Who Rules The World Seems To Be The One With English As Their First Language. Although 

Nowadays The Distinction Between English As The First, Second Or Third Is Hard To Tell, The Central 

Power Still Looks The Same. This Means That English Language Mastery That May Result From Studying 

English Literature Is A Precondition To Gain Power. However, We Cannot Learn The Lessons And Capture 

The Massages From An English Literary Works Unless We Know What It Is All About. It Is About Nearly 

All Facets Of Society Lives From Which The English Literary Works Spring Up. That Is, English-Speaking 

People Of Certain Country, Academic, Working, Religious, And Cultural Backgrounds And Political 

Leanings And Of Certain Times Express Various Aspects Of Their Lives In Written English. Brumfit (2001) 

Argues “A Successful Reading Of A Work Of Literature Is An Act Of Interpretation, In A Context Where 

Taste And Style Is Often Highly Valued And Where Inexperienced Learners Face An Enormous Temptation 

To Rely On Secondary Understanding” (P. 94). Literature Needs To Be Analyzed Through The 

Interrelationship Between Text And Context In Order To Establish And Synthesize Meanings And 

Appreciation To The Work. The Inherent Relationships Between The Text And Context, Consequently, 

Provide More Values To The Work. Furthermore, Extensive Ways To Interpret A Literary Work Have 

Resulted In A Rich Critical Analysis Combining Interdisciplinary Knowledge Such As Sociology, 

Psychology And History. Indeed, It Is Enrichment Beyond Literature As A Text. Further, The Study Of 

English Literature Takes Literature As Its Object Of Study. Brumfit (2001) Affirms That Literature Itself 

Contains Many Aspects That Are Supposed To Be Learnt, Such As Knowledge, Attitudes, Skills And 

Responses. The Knowledge Of English Literature May Include The English Literary Tradition, Genre, 

Western Culture, Local Context, And Analysis Of Literary Texts In Detail. Additionally, The Attitudes 

Towards English Literature Should Cover The Tolerance, Respect And Understanding On Cultural, 

Imaginative And Intellectual Differences. In Addition, Literary Criticism, As The Result Of Critical 

Thinking And Creative Interpretation, Is Among The Skills Needed In Learning English Literature. On The 

One Hand, Literary Criticism Seems To Be A ‘Correction’ Or ‘Positive-Negative Appreciation’. On The 

Other Hand, Literary Criticism Is, In Fact, A Contribution And An Enhancement To The World Of 

Literature. It Shows How A Literary Work Is Gaining Much Deeper And Extended Meaning In And Through 

Other People’s Viewpoint And Reaction And Thus Leads Us To Find Wisdom In Our Lives. 

To Understand All These Requires “Know-How” Or Methods. According To Richards And Rogers (2011) 

Methods Include Approach, Design And Procedure. Although Richards And Rogers’ Theory Concerns With 

Language Teaching, It Also Seems To Apply In Learning English Literature. In Approach, For Example, A 

Theory Of The Nature Of Literature And The Nature Of Literature Learning, Without Which It May Be 

Impossible To Get The Ideas Of Literature Learning, Should Be Well Discerned. The Nature Of Literature, 

Particularly, Lays In The Literary Work’s Embedded Values (Brumfit, 2001). Whether Or Not A Literary 

Can Be Used In A Wider Perspective And Thus It Is Worthy, Determines Its Category. Methods, Strategies 

And Techniques Used In The Study Of English Literature Need To Adjust To Individual Purposes Of 

Studies. A Close Reading Of A Literary Work Through Language Analysis Might Be A Good Start. Yet, In 

Order To Know How To Relate And Investigate A Literary Work, Learners Need To Understand The 

Background Of The Writer, The Society In Which The Work Is Made, And The Author’s Personal 

Experience With The Work. They Also Need What Kinds Of Approaches That Need To Be Applied To 

Analyze A Literary Work. In Addition, The Procedure Of Learning English Literature Includes Time 

Allocation And Equipment Availability Such As Media Or Multi-Media Laboratory. It Will Be Much More 

Interesting To Learn Poems Through Poems Reading And Learn A Film In A Laboratory. The Next Step To 

Analyze A Poem Is Knowing How To Understand Each Word Both Lexically And Connotatively. Diction, 

Word Arrangement, Rhymes, Grammatical And Syntactical Analyses Are Of Necessary Information To Be 

Discussed. Indeed, Language Becomes The Only Means To Examine Poems. 
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Now That We Are Living In The Post Modern Era, Methods, Strategies And Techniques Used In Learning 

English Literature Are Also Influenced By It. The Awakening Of Post Modernism, Feminism And Post 

Colonialism Have Given Rise To The More Universal And Flexible Approaches To Studying English 

Literature. The “Grand Narratives” Is No Longer Considered As Possessing The Highest Truth Or The 

Absolute Truth. The Post Modern Era Gives More Freedom And Self-Values Of Literary Works. In Short, 

Approaches To Understand Literature Has Given Great Chance To Reveal Various Values And Truth 

Embedded In Literary Works. In A Learning Process As Well As Teaching Process, Skills, Methods And 

Strategies Are Used As Ways To Acquire Knowledge. Without Them, The Learning-Teaching Process Will 

Be Unorganized And Incoherent. In English Literature, For Example, The Knowledge Of Genre Appears To 

Be Significant Starting Points Before Analyzing Poetry, Prose Or Plays. Before Reading Nathaniel 

Hawthorne’s Scarlet Letter, For Instance, The Knowledge Of Genre Will Significantly Help The Reader In 

Understanding The Novel. The Reader Will Be Given Clues On The Expected Conflicts That Might Happen 

In The Story, The Complexity Of Plots And Characterization. 

 

Jumping Ahead To More Recent Use And Advancement Of Technology In Classrooms Across The Globe, 

Teachers And Lecturers Are Deemed Responsible For Adjustment And Empowerment. Bringing Have-

Justread Old Yellow Classical Novels Into Classrooms And Conducting A Comparison Study Of The Movie 

Version Of The Same Title Would Be Challenging And Probably Astonishing. Drawing Red Lines Between 

The Canon And The Technologically Adapted Stories Would Be Another Great Experience. Lomonico 

Proposes An Idea Of “Singing Out Whitman’s “Song Of Myself” And Then Write And Recite Our Own 

Version.” Rather Than Reading Shakespeare’s Plays, Acting Like Shakespeare Himself, Making A 

Newspaper Board Of The News Collection During The Elizabethan Period From The Internet, And 

Replicating Or Redesigning Clothes That They Wore Would Be Of Exciting Projects To Have. Shifting 

Methods And Strategies Would Not Undermine The Literary Works Only When It Is Well Planned And 

Designed. Variation Would Enhance The Study Of Literature And Cherish The Learning Environment. The 

New Shift In The Language Study, From Single To Multiple Viewpoints, Has Been Regarded As The Most 

Effective And Appropriate Method To Be Implemented. Likewise, The Study Of Literature Also Offers 

More Freedom Of Interpretation And Appreciation. Learners Are Not The Passive Agents Anymore; Rather 

They Are Encouraged To Initiate Research On Literature Based On Their Own Interest. Therefore, They Are 

Expected To Empower Themselves With The Values They Get From Literature Which Are Relevant With 

Their Lives. 

 

Conclusion  

In Fact, The Presence Of The Why-What-How Balance Is Required In Learning Any Subject. While The 

“Know Why” Aspect Gives The Ideas Of The Importance Of And Background Of Such A Learning, The 

“Know-What” Aspect Limits The Scope Of The Object Of Learning. Further, The “Know-How” Aspect 

Explains The Way In Which A Learning Process Could Be Conducted. There Could Be At Least Three 

Reasons That There Should Be Balance Between The ‘Know Why’, ‘Know-What’ And ‘Know How’.  

Firstly, Learning English Literature Is A Construct In The Whole Body Of Learning. Since It Is A Construct, 

It Should Have A System. The System, In This Case, Serves As The Correlation And Interrelationship 

Between Each Part. Thus, The “Know Why What-How” Are Elaborated In Order To Build A Scientific 

Reasoning Through Observation, Discussion And Practices. Learners Are Best Given More Chances To 

Explore And Express Their Understanding Of A Literary Work Through Short Papers Or Essays.  

Secondly, Since The Study Of English Literature Is Also Meant To Develop Positive Values Embedded In A 

Literary Work In Order To Acquire Critical Thinking, The Syllabus Should Be Designed To Support 

Learners To Discover Knowledge. The Materials That Are Going To Be Discussed Should Be Arranged To 

Suit The Goal Of Study.  

Thirdly, Methods, Strategies And Techniques Are Formulated To Suit The Content, And Material To Assist 

Learners In The Learning Process In Order To Achieve The Goal Of Studies. 
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