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Abstract:  

This research paper looks at how Artificial Intelligence changed things, based on what was 

shown at the Mumbai Tech Week (MTW) 2026. This big event happened on May 29-30, 2026, at the 

Jio World Convention Centre in Mumbai. It was run by the Tech Entrepreneurs Association of Mumbai 

(TEAM) along with the Government of Maharashtra, and had help from Meta. The theme was 'India: 

AI in Action', which showed a big move from just trying out AI stuff to actually using it in real life. 

The paper puts together learnings from key speeches, live AI demos, policy updates, new tech 

shows, and classes taught by big-time experts like those from OpenAI, Meta, Anthropic, Google Cloud, 

NPCI, and Replit. Turns out, AI is becoming huge in areas like farming, city management, law 

enforcement, finance, and health care. Also, the state of Maharashtra made a serious commitment to 

land ₹10,000 crore in AI investments and create 1.5 lakh jobs by 2031. To support all this, they started 

a service with 2,000 GPUs and will open up six AI Centers of Excellence. 
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1. Introduction  

The global tech scene is totally changing because of Artificial Intelligence. It's not stuck in labs 

anymore; it's everywhere—economy, society, government. India, with the biggest youth population and 

a fast-growing digital economy, is right at the crossroads of this big shift. 

Mumbai Tech Week (MTW) 2026, going strong in its third year, really showed how things have 

progressed. Over 10,000 people from all walks of life—from devs to policy folk—came together for 

what became one of Asia’s top AI events. They picked 'India: AI in Action' as the theme, showing they 

wanted to move beyond just theory to actual impact. 

This paper will take a look at stuff presented at MTW 2026. We'll see how AI is already shaking 

things up in different areas, what role the government plays, and what’s waiting for India's AI world—

both good and bad. 
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2. Event Overview: Mumbai Tech Week 2026 

Launched as a founder-led initiative by TEAM, Mumbai Tech Week has rapidly evolved into one of 

India's most influential technology gatherings. Since its inception, MTW has brought together a cross-

section of India's technology ecosystem — from early-stage startups to unicorns, global technology 

giants, venture capitalists, and senior government officials. Participation from OpenAI, Meta, 

Anthropic, and Google Cloud confirmed Mumbai's growing stature as an AI hub. 

2.1 Key Event Details 

Parameter Details 

Event Name Mumbai Tech Week (MTW) 2026 

Theme India: AI in Action 

Edition Third (3rd) 

Date May 29–30, 2026 

Venue Jio World Convention Centre, Mumbai 

Organizer Tech Entrepreneurs Association of Mumbai 
(TEAM) 

Government Partner Government of Maharashtra 

Co-Power Partner Meta 

Expected Attendance 10,000+ developers & technology enthusiasts 

Global Tech Partners OpenAI, Meta, Anthropic, Google Cloud, 
Neysa 

Key Features AI Showcases, AI Excellence Awards, Startup 
Showcase, AI Job Fair, Masterclasses 

Satellite Events 14 events across Mumbai (May 25–28, 2026) 

AI Job Fair 25+ companies, 250+ offers, 30,000+ 
candidates 

 

3. Government Policy and AI Strategy: Maharashtra's Vision 

 3.1 The 2,000-GPU Compute as a Service Initiative 

At the MTW 2026 AI Event, a major highlight was the introduction of 'Compute as a Service' or CaaS. 

They plan to provide 2,000 GPUs to help out innovators, researchers, and startups in Maharashtra. This 

tackles a big issue: the lack of access to essential computing resources for AI work. As CM Fadnavis 

put it, "For innovation to scale, access to computing infrastructure is critical." Without these resources, 

progress hits a wall, especially in today's tech-dependent world. So, providing these tools will really 

push innovation forward. 
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3.2 Maharashtra's AI Investment Path 

 

Figure 1: Maharashtra AI Investment — Historical Actuals and 2031 Target of ₹10,000 Crore 

Maharashtra has some bold AI goals, planning to invest ₹10,000 crore in the field and create 1.5 

lakh new jobs by 2031. The state's already leading in startups, holding the top spot for three years 

straight. It boasts the most registered startups and attracted investments in the country. 

3.3 Six AI Centres of Excellence 

The Government of Maharashtra laid out plans for six AI Centres of Excellence, each zeroing in 

on specific areas like Health, Agriculture, Education, Urban Development, Marathi Language & 

Culture, and Finance-Revenue. They also want to create one AI Innovation Cities near Navi Mumbai 

Airport and other key spots within Maharashtra. 

4. AI in Governance: Real-World Deployments 

MTW 2026 showcased AI-powered governance tools through live demos, mostly from 

Maharashtra. Check out the chart for how mature AI use is across main areas of governance. 

 

Figure 2: AI Maturity by Governance Domain — Maharashtra 2026 (Deployed vs Pilot vs Planning Stage) 

4.1 MahaVISTAAR-AI: Transforming Agriculture 

MahaVISTAAR-AI is a neat tool from the Agriculture Department that talks to farmers through 

texts and calls in their local language. This smart system shares local weather updates, plant advice, 

market prices, and alerts about pests and diseases. Plus, it tells farmers about helpful government 

schemes. Right now, it aids more than 4 million farmers in Maharashtra. 

http://www.ijcrt.org/


www.ijcrt.org                                               © 2026 IJCRT | Volume 14, Issue 6 June 2026 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT2606183 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org b643 
 

 

Figure3: MahaVISTAAR-AI Farmer Reach Growth Trajectory (October 2024 – June 2026) 

4.2 CIVIT: India's First AI Building Approval System 

India's BMC introduced CIVIT, its first AI-powered digital approval system for building 

permissions. CIVIT uses 12 AI agents to spot compliance issues, verify docs, auto-fill forms, and boost 

proposal readiness. This greatly cuts approval times and boosts transparency, making the process way 

easier. 

4.3 MahaCrimeOS AI: Modernising Criminal Justice 

MahaCrimeOS AI, developed with Microsoft, digitizes the criminal justice process from crime 

scene to chargesheets—using AI and blockchain. Thanks to this, months-long chargesheet timetables 

are now completed during investigations. So everything moves faster and is well documented. 

5. Cross-Sector AI Adoption Analysis 

MTW 2026 showed off AI's wide use in India's economy. Check out the chart below for the AI 

Adoption Index in key sectors. It's based on how deeply, widely, and maturely AI was used at the event, 

so there's some great evidence right there. The AI governance framework in Maharashtra rests on four 

pillars: Trusted Data, Good Governance, Accountability, and Democratic Access. 

 

Figure 4: AI Adoption Index by Sector in India — MTW 2026 Ecosystem Analysis 
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5.1 Application Distribution 

In India, Agriculture and Financial Services lead in AI usage, showing both the big opportunities 

and how developed data systems are already. Urban governance and criminal justice are quickly catching 

up too, thanks to Maharashtra's top programs. The pie chart below details how AI is spread across 

different areas. 

 

Figure 5: AI Application Distribution by Sector — MTW 2026 Focus Areas 

5.2 Healthcare 

 AI-driven diagnostic tools and fraud detection in health insurance 

 Drug discovery acceleration through molecular AI modelling 

 Personalized insurance products and claims processing automation 

 AI symptom checkers and telemedicine AI assistants 

5.3 Financial Services 

 Fraud detection and anomaly identification across UPI transactions 

 AI-based credit scoring for thin-file and new-to-credit borrowers 

 AI-driven wealth management and personalized investment advisory 

 Real-time compliance monitoring and regulatory reporting 

6. Startups, Investment, and the AI Job Market 

6.1 AI Job Fair Growth (2024–2026) 

The AI-powered Job Fair at MTW 2026, done in partnership with Babblebots.ai, is set to be one 

of the biggest tech hiring events in Asia. It uses AI-led structured interviews to assess candidates, then 

connects the shortlist with hiring managers face-to-face. 
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Figure 6: MTW AI Job Fair Growth Across Editions (2024–2026) 

 

Metric MTW 2024 MTW 2025 MTW 2026 

Hiring Companies 10 18 25+ 

Job Offers ~100 ~150 250+ 

Candidate Pool ~8,000 ~20,000 30,000+ 

AI Evaluation Manual Partial AI Full AI-led 

 

6.2 Global Technology Partners 

MTW 2026 attracted participation from OpenAI, Meta, Anthropic, Google Cloud, Neysa, NPCI, 

and Replit — each showcasing AI applications tailored for India's market. Practitioner-led masterclasses 

offered hands-on understanding of LLM deployment, AI-native development, India's payments AI 

ecosystem, and responsible AI frameworks. 

7. Challenges and Considerations 

7.1 Infrastructure and Compute Access 

CM Fadnavis was straight forward about the compute access issue: "If innovators can't get these 

resources or can't afford them, innovation gets held back." While the 2,000-GPU CaaS program is 

promising, India needs ongoing big investments in AI hardware to stay ahead globally. 

7.2 Data Quality and Governance 

AI relies on its training data, so for India to achieve its AI goals — especially in agriculture, 

health, and local languages — it needs top-notch, fair data. Creating trust in these datasets means setting 

up solid ownership rules, strong privacy shields, and smooth interoperability norms. 

7.3 Regional Language and Accessibility 

India's many languages and dialects, with 22 scheduled ones, make English-focused AI systems 

leave out most people. To include everyone, we need to invest in AI for Hindi, Tamil, Telugu, Marathi, 

and others too - especially voice recognition tech. 

7.4 Ethical AI and Responsible Deployment 

AI plays a big role in areas like policing and lending, right? So ensuring it's unbiased and 

transparent is super important. For India, having strong ethics rules for AI and checks by unbiased 

groups would help keep AI fair and aligned with our democratic values. 
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8. Implications and Recommendations 

8.1 For Policymakers 

 Accelerate the rollout of AI Centres of Excellence with clear mandates, adequate funding, and 

industry partnership frameworks 

 Develop an AI regulatory framework balancing innovation with accountability, especially for 

high-stakes applications 

 Invest in public AI infrastructure — compute, data, and connectivity — as a strategic national 

priority 

 Create pathways for international AI talent and partnerships to build India's frontier AI 

capabilities 

 

8.2 For Industry and Enterprises 

 Move beyond AI pilots to systematic, full-stack deployment with rigorous impact measurement 

 Invest in AI talent development through dedicated centres, upskilling programs, and academic 

collaborations 

 Build AI applications designed for India's linguistic diversity and infrastructure constraints 

 Engage proactively with government AI initiatives as partners, not just vendors 

 

8.3 For Startups 

 Focus on India-specific AI opportunities in agriculture, vernacular content, healthcare access, 

and financial inclusion 

 Leverage the CaaS infrastructure and AI Centres of Excellence for cost-effective AI 

development 

 Build with safety and explainability in mind — particularly for regulated sectors 

 

9. Conclusion 

Mumbai Tech Week 2026, themed 'India: AI in Action,' was a big deal for India's AI growth. It 

wasn't just about showing off tech; it showed how AI is becoming central to both the economy and 

governance. 

The government made some serious commitments — investing ₹10,000 crore in AI, aiming for 

1.5 lakh jobs by 2031, setting up 2,000 GPUs for services, and creating six AI Centers of Excellence. 

This is super impressive and one of the boldest moves in India. 

There were also live demos of MahaVISTAAR-AI, CIVIT, and MahaCrimeOS AI, proving that 

smart-city tech is real and working. Not just dreams. 

Big names like OpenAI, Meta, Anthropic, Google Cloud, and top Indian firms came together in 

Mumbai. This shows the city's rising status as a global AI hub, combining entrepreneurship from the 

financial heart with the state’s forward-thinking policies. 
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