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Abstract: This study explores the presence of short story elements in Sangam literature, one of the earliest forms of Tamil literary
expression. Storytelling has long been an integral part of human culture, serving as a means of communication, entertainment, and
emotional expression. Sangam texts such as Akananuru, Kurunthogai, Natrinai, and Kalithogai reveal significant features of short
stories, including plot, characters, dialogue, and vivid situational depiction within a concise poetic structures.

The short story as a formal literary genre emerged in the modern era, particularly in Western literature and its fundamental elements
can be traced back to ancient Tamil Sangam poetry. This paper analyses the selected poems to highlight the ways they encapsulate
the complete narrative experiences in a brief format. Themes such as love, relationships, social values, emotional conflicts, and
moral reflections are presented through engaging and thought-provoking mini-narratives.

The study also illustrates the process that the Sangam poems function as a “time mirror,” reflecting the lifestyle, cultural practices,
and ethical values of ancient Tamil society. Through selected examples, the paper demonstrates that these poems possess the
essential qualities of modern short stories brevity, intensity, and the ability to provoke deep reflection in which-it establishes the
continuity of the storytelling traditions from ancient to modern times.
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F\ MGG Fa MIG 6T
(LD EOTSDI 6OV :

SITVIDGMTEVIDTSHS SN QFTAIGID, &G GHLLIGID 6TV LN&HS6TemL GUIWLLD WDIUMTS
@HE aBFMERMS. DHHET @Ule] CHIMG1 && aflgsFseflLDd QFHTLIL Q&MeTalS MG
SOIU 2 Mea&EHL6T GBI QFaLe|D &HM& Fu MID IDTLN606T 6018 U MetoT(h) 61IH SHI6TETET. Fhldh
@evEHWmBIG6Tlev, GMILILITSG &BTNMI, GMIHGS TS MHMILD HM M 606t GLITETM 2855 60)600TL
LIML6u&6Tlel P MIGHMGEHETET HHLIQUITIHET, HSLIMTHET, 2 enTWML6y, Wwmmid elmiellmiliLimeor
G AGSIFINL CUTETN FamisGeT WGHE SHTeoorTliL(H G Tmeor. @)emel 560606 60T -G 60 6v6l Ul 6ot
&MEe, CHTHWINET gamm, QFalleds STulleT &Halemey CUIMTETMN Q& MIeUTeT 2 60068 ehL 6T, FInilul
&S allgale) SMWBHBLILS FOUILIDFIOMGLD. FHsS GesSHIWL LML6U&6 60 Flev LITL6V&HemeT
DLW dh&SI5Q&HETH), FhGEHET H&H6flar  aumpalliie GMEHEES FMGMEE FoMisn6Ts
Q&mevor(h Hefeor Ui HHL (HenTsiamear 2 fll QFWenU L6, IN&ESF &HFHHEHDMES QSTGHES,
FHIGSHTE I0&G6T6T eumpellemnent &ML (HID &IT6V &S 600T600T TIQUIMES @) &L (H 6T SennHMSI.

F\ 1560 B G 6T TeoTLIS :

MGG TeTm SHeofl GeuEHIID 2 VHE WNSHETNSHVTEH GWIflesmald) G mermiugl.
LfedreoTy 2 6u&lD (PEeUGID LUgelwg. GCueTTlLel] eal@mensWme Slp&ESEH6 Flmisensoer
BIeMPHEH . , OTMITLLD BlHWID @@ BIGHDFH 3j6vevdl @ 2 oTFFR W M WIDTEHS Q85 meoor(h
ettt IL(QoUES L& LD. GHeOrll UbBsSWD GuUmerm  ellmellmliLmse|ld  SHenelmsea]|ld
alempaimsea|h Semnwl Gealeor(Gd "Gy enFHe) LSS, HeooTL &meuld FbS) & @ LD LI WITeoT
2 _eTIen6l 3j6fle @D @6evEGHIWIL LI LILIMTS @ @H&He Caleuor(hlLD .

@ 18 olb BEIHMTETYCCL FMEGmMSHEET GFmerniler. 19 QD HITMHMITEOOTLY. 60T
STDUSH OGBS S @eEHWESTH 6T LTLLeid allgealsHevid LivCam LDmMMHMmBIG6T oLl (b
QUBHSIETETET. 2608 QeEHRWSEH  OWlEE  qWSSTETIHETTET  6TL&TH 21,6060T
Gum, &Lamern @l FMsGmSUWIET QSTLESL L6Tefl&aarmead QFmealg aIpsHain.
SLETITEL FIMIHS Ul aIlD Q&TEoTL FMIHNEHEHE 2,600TL 60T QF&5T6 SIT6T (LN6OTEGEITITIY 6T60TLIMITSH 6.
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sUllPlev oFsHLQUTMIUNeT LWeTUTL LT SBEIHen Qumbluilledr QFaeums&iermailld &Ll
FMEMSHET QPEHO @@ QUIL WLTHMESMS gOHUGSHUIE TeTmTan LUTTFHWTT &Teor
FMEmE algasmnsd SUlWEGES QHTT(H UBHSTT 6Irm FamCaT@HIL 2 6or(). Luillsnib
FNEMFH FnMIG6T BID FHIGHTIL LUTLO&MGCN SmeoriLGI&OTmS 6reTSmeTULD Hens
QEFMLAILD DT L] QSTETNIRASTL (D @UBHS! eUHS 6ULPESHLID 6T60T LI 6060T WD Q&ML TLILN W i 6oT,

“QUTBET LFLN6veLTL QUITLALMLS WTeILD

QUITIHGETT(®H L600TIHS H60 &G L0 MLl W TenILn”

6TedTm  eufl&ermey BT 2 eooTFOIUD. LeTeu@hld HFlev FHBIGL LUMLEVSHM6T 35METerd
& T6OTMI & 61T T8 & & TEOOTEVITLD.
H6V6V §)6m600T 6T60TMEMLNGGEHLILIMBILD M MIem6tor 172 -6UG! LITL 6VIT60T

aflemerwm(h LUGLDT(H Cl6U6soT LDETITEL (L& S

LOMBSETLD BIMHS SHITLD (LLEMET 6N &L

QBUI QUUI SLb LImeL QUG @) 6vflgl eueTyLiL

BIDLSleID FDHSSI H6UEM6 SpGLD 6T6TD)

S| 6OTEDIE0T o M) GUTEIT L|60T60I60T WIS [HEVB6T................

6T60TM LIML6V BLD&HEG @@ LT FMIGnGHmU NETMaSHERME.  HemevelsT GHemeve
@HEIIHLD H6Te & HTVEH FHHHGD @LID GMHS 2 TWML BISLEMS, 2HBEH 2 6Ter
L|63TeneTIOrD FIMHS @)L LD 6T60T &H6MEVEUEIT 2 M5, SISl 6Te0Td: & 2 L60T LNmb&eueT GLIMeTm S, IHTedr
AHMHG LMemeul|Ld, CFHemerTW|ld 2T eUeTiSH S aUbCHeoT, @LUCUMSE S LDILTS BIHHMSI, eTeor
o LeTImB&SITT (N6, [HITeoT 6TLILILG 2 60TC6oTT(H 2_MeUML (LN U|LD? 6TeTmI Fo M) SHemevadl LDMI&H G MIT6T.
@ensLll LIg&HGWD BeHEG UPHSOIT eurpealey 2 me|serflear 2 6Terd Blemevemil 2 60T FauCHm®H),
FmIGmE aaTlUg 2 LGaT (PIWSHFIQWSTS @UUUCHSTH wL(Guwern) B HbHEHemnereanulds
ST (H UG TEHE|D | eMLDHHIETETS. @)UIM60 & 6nWWLD &60T 2_MEUTE 6T600T60011  UMLDIHSTIEET, S6T6)]
RUEHHMSE &L IQHHTL LY 2 M6 566 2_6T6rs Hlenevem Ul FHH &S m6als G LD F MG S UIMSH|LD
o _GTeg).
SBHCUMeL "&MMMIBSTT F&SID 569" 6T6oTMILD &HeValeUeVEVITIT &600TL &6l 6TeoTMILD

Levgmein CUEFLILGLD S &H69565mem &L LITL 6V T6oT
FLISQsMTeE) CHermll Q5 @malleL BT oL(HLD
evorH FHIl6L &Medl6T Flem S W, ML FF W
Cameng LlBg, eulfl Lba Q& meor(® g1,
GBIT &5 Q&EUIWD FNmILIL LY, GLO6V 61 [HITET,
S| GTEM 60T LD WD @) (BB, '@eVedlGT! ............... (5)

semeval, HeT CHMAUINLLD S6016V6UNETE &600TL HIHLDEMEUS Fon MAISTEH SEMDHS LG
FNIEHDG S FoMIGHENET 2_6TETLEGHW LITL6V. {e0TM 2(BIBITET, Hemnevallulld, STujld el 1960 Seoflwmss
@SS GeusmeTuiley, WMCTT @ @)eMeTEheT HeTHhE STHITH SQHERME AMS &evoreot
Q& MT(H\MBIGET 6T6OTMI o M 60T IT6IT. SITUI QILIMET QIFLDLIN6L G evotevor|emT Q& Meoor(HCLIMUIS Q&MTH & GLMMI
semevellUILLD SanjleoTmel. SHevoreooflem Q&Moo QFIM Q&ETHHGSGLD Ceusmeruiley 3jeuGerT,
QEbUlemeT LIHMITEH em&eml LIMHM, Se06vall SIDLOIT 6T6e0TM 6V, ST LIS eUbS 6T60T60T? 6T60TMI
afleotey, Sauemerr MBS SHenevall 2 eooremid BT eNEGEHeTmer e60Ts Faml SMTLIGQSHTH&HS
LMIGRTET. ST eler Lflenw Belleormer, Hemeveuer, Senevallenwl G&HeNWMs: CHTHS
AflGsmer. @UUTLM LGS aMFH&HE @0 BHew FIMGamSaUs LGS 6Te0oTeoorLd
2 oL Meug SaNi868 @UEVTSI. (66T aI(HLD BISGLDAD 2 6T WITL VLD 6(h Fl MG GHemnIL] LI LIS
GUIMeTM CHMTMMEENS HLOGE 2_600TL_TE G 6UeMS W LD D MG 58 @)UIVTSI.

SOAIDIGEGD HMAEGI 26T &THL GMISE GOLUSHaTT MBS
QameT&ReTmeT. Hemevall @FQFMILIL QFWWLILGSMTET Hemevallemuls STeoTTE & 60)6V6) 60T
gemevalleml H([HLOETTD QF UGS Q&TaTaUSMETS afl el el (h euydF Q&Fmeved 2 LeTCUMERMS
SMPSSIF QFLRMTET. He06VANGIT LD6TOTLOG 6T | MILIT 61 600T600TFFT1q. )& IT6UOT L6 6T &6m6V6) G6uTT
Gumeiger Hemevallemwl afemLalll () S EHF QFaTmiell ealemers Gl Faleds Smul
GUTHMTET. 3jeu6T GUMTGLD aull S&Hlgernmergl allblufley FlevenT FHHHH R LH W GLIGTITEDIN
3LeID @ 6UauBCU QF6TMTGIIT 6Teor el6uTal

L6ev 2 mI MILD FMHSLD LGLULUTHG 6060605,
ey 2 GaT LIMmLILNeID LDemevsE 3 6med SITLD 6T6dT Gl&F UIULD?

151 60)60T W 1618 IT6V BILD L0 &6 HIN&HGLD 3bMEIE 2 6m 60T W Ger!

FIO&H LD Q66T (PSS 3(600fLIAITEH G VEVEM....................
et QFalels HTUSGEEG SMemssn NSme: QUTIHL&H6T 6mhiG Geuevor(HLOTeoT el D
allemerwievmid, LIm&seumd opuWilsid emal LWeTLRSSILGIWM auend Q&meoorCL WG LI
QUMK ETMET. U&5C6 QLETITHET 6THIEG LNMbsTeld SHeoreuGarm(h CFFHE @6V6VMm UMLDN6IS
SIEGGI CUME SMeT @e6Teormy efeorm CUTHMUILGQSBMTIHET eTeTLems Wemevulley FH&Heorld
NobsTald emel WemesGl QUWICUMMIS SHaISHemne), HmeT LL&HCaIMHEGS &Teor
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QUEHENLD SHIHHETMET TEOTMID, (PNSHSIGHSHET 2(60lILIATHEDHEG PNEHES SHHIPaTMeTCGel Sl
SHLVGEG QLB SHHIH VM6V TaTLIENE Fan, 2 DLW 0&H6T SHeoreuCarm(h CF@mLD CUIME
ST SjeleT Sl MG mmeT Mgl Hemevall 2 DWme  (QFelled/QubdCmm)
QUMAMMGSLILILLTILN, Sj6eleT &MS5058 &I N9EHH HemallshE (HeMevelsdh@) @)60rLwD
SlefllILeIeTMs: g SMeT @LILIMET. QUMCMT[HEHE 6U6T &FHG60TD CLITETMEI6T (IDHPEFF SLIeU6T),
SLEOTITEY DGU6GT  LILIGT Q&HBMeTeUS  HeM6UeUeT HMeolr  6TeoTCGel  CHLGRIEDITLITID  6T60TM)
2IMl6y 116 SIS o1

&MH GMHS LG CUIFMSH HTHD GQ&TEITL SHMEVEIET HT &HTH6V HlemmEeum
GTEOTETRIUEVEVITLD QFUWISMTET eTedTLeMSHUWID Flev FmIsGL UTL&6T GMILILIGSeTmer. He6v
GMILILMS DL gMIS6V GMISHS LMLV 60TemM BITD &L (HenT&H&HTEHE SHITE00TeVITLD.

&H6ooTL_al[J 6T6LEVITLD HSIQLN6T QUIHGI, 3, HICS,
LeoorT(h ilWmSF CLmev CB s &6NT; Q& MTevorL &)
LOIT 6T6OTM) ©_600T [ LAN60T; LOL_6V 60TMI: LDMHMI @) 606
LL 3{6V6V; LLemeT, 2_Lolem@GWm®), WsH S
Lj6oT eUemT @ L L Wb STyl LIedl...........

6T60TM &H6950 & Men&HUN 6T 140 QLeUG LITL 696V 6T60T6m 6018 &600TL6UTEHGET! 6TeLEVMTHLD TG T6eT @ HICSH
QB (LP6ETL UMF&HE&ETST CUMeull UMISESHMT&6T. mmer gmulmLiug &GHeny eTer 2 60oT HE
Q& METEBMIGHET. QeUMILD LIENETIOL 6L D 60TMI. 6Te0Ts QGG LMLeVTerg SHemevedl L& &g 60
Q& MeooT(H6TEM  S56M6VAIET, NEIOT(NIES @UIVTS GLedley, 2eTTINGSET ST HTHe0lemenr | mlub
Asoms LLCMGBMTET. 2aMJIN&HSHEHLN  LIGLICTENET jeUHEG DT (PIGHSEH MeUGHS
QuMCmMlLLL uflhaenrsSRermery. H(HOETD BIHLRMS. FHisSHTEEST 60 &) (IHLO6DOT LD
QFUISMEHTH @606TEhJ CLMO&HTETEBL QFWIVEET 6TeUeUTM @) (HIHH60T 6T60TLIENHE SHITL(HLD 62(H
FMIGSLICLITE S ([HEHLOTEE|LD FIHSen6Tenll STeooT(heUS M6 LD 3 6MLDHSIGTETS.

Wweflaully tem&sbs &g etor Qnevailyev
&M &6 BIGHE &M SHICE@)&
&6UEMEIT UL|600T&H600T GUILILI6NS & (WD
STeoTmIPh S L SinLjefll Limssy
@) 6011 Q& 6078 G 600T6) §B) 65T L_60) 60T
516007600116 60T LG LD IH S 60T G\ (D ITE00TERI &6V (NG G6EDT. ...........
GOM&HE0OTL. LIMTLeVmenTdl, SLlprserfler @evevm aUmpellel GlLIGTITEH 6T GBI 66T 6T6U6UTMITS
T L6001 8 5186 & TevoT(h) GUMLDIHSTIEET 6T LIENS S SHTETEVITD. QEFVaIBST e -BILI G LI6u0T600T 60T
HMVaNEEG, FOWGIIL LIPGEHINMe. "9aIEhHEGE FanseESS QSFIWLTCSH! 6aueT 6TeTer
QEFEWRMMTGeTT? 6TlUGS GOWUD BLESHMTCTT?" 6T6Tm  aUBSHSD QSHTeTEHWL  Hmullesr
SIWTSILES, QFaledssmil smeval @UEG of 9 MGEF QFaTm Sameallenlld SHTeavlln
Gauemeruilel oM, Hemevall HHLOEITSH MG LI LIM&G H6ir 61960 2_6T6m QUITIBETITST H606V60 U1 &
HHSH Q&MTeooT(hD, HOTHGS FHFHE Faobuwe Aflenals Q&TeT(GIWL, GMTEHGPLDL]
QF WIS LD, Senevadl enlnGL 1qul &evorgserley smerflliNer Lemss Blevmwl, ST LNenabsH 601860
3L, UN6V Sl 551568 Teur(H ellengallsy Fanlnds CaleoT(hGLN6TM Fenlng s GLMISHGLPIDMLIS
H60T HEUOTOUEG 2(6U6T eTCUT(H Ulmmilh &l Fenwud, "B Fenngss CLMIHGPLL] W& D
@ eoflennWinmg: @UHEHMSI" 6TedTM QF M6L60 LDGRLDEFFIGUIM(H & 600T6U 60T 2_6T0TE00I 6 61 &5 UL LD, &5600T6) 60T 60T
uUmImTLG&mevds GCosLL Semevall Ljerpmiaiey LLiLemSUD UMisEs QFassmil oibhss
STLHemws sSemevalluler STUILLD FamISMTET. ST N&ET @VVMEMS HLVMINTS WMTQASTH
LW @6t BLESH @eflg aumpauens MBS STU SR PR MTET. @e6UalTm GlLIEvoTS: 6T
SHIGET GOWUBIGEGHEHETHS SHIGM6ET (NWeMWTES TLL6ol&SIL  GL6vTeotlersHMHECH
QU@ CFIGHGID NGNS GO IDL UTHEM&HMWEF FNMLUILIMTS UTDHSETT T6TLIenNS S ST (HLD
&HITEVE & 600TEO0TITIQWITSH @)LILITL 6V 2 6T6TS.
WIge e :

FHBIGMTEL LIML6V&6flev 8ba LUMTLeusem6eT L (LW 6T(h &S &6 & Teor(H LIMTT&Hemnsuiley
MMl FNNIFHNGHEHEHTET FoMIGH6T BleMMBES R6UQEITIH LIMTL6V&EHLD LI LILIITHEHSHE 6r6rflHe)
Lflulb 6)1600T600T LD &F([HE& S LDMTEOTSMTEHE LD &) M1 556015 5 61T GuUMmeL el aflemgailev

LIS S(DI&H S5 & QLS TEHE|LD, &b & 60 60TEM W SeooT(heUSMTHA]LD, 62 ([H & ([H 5 5 60 60T
Qauefl LRGSR M. FHISGSHTVENS LD &HevoT(LN6TT Q& TeooT(h aUb S BlMIS SR MSI.
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