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Abstract:

Santali is the one of oldest indigenous languages of India, belonging to the Austroasiatic language family.
It widely spoken by the santal community across state like Jharkhand , Odisha , west Bengal and Assam. It
plays a crucial role in shaping the education and cultural identity of the santal community. The paper
highlights the importance of santali language and literature in education and culture . The recognition of
santali in the Eighth Schedule of the Indian constitution and the development of the santali language has
significantly contributed to its growth in formal education. Santali literature, both oral and written, reflects
the tradition, beliefs and values of the community. The study Emphasizes that promoting santali language in
education and literature is essential for preserving cultural heritage and ensuring inclusive development.
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