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Abstract 

Mulk Raj Anand, a pivotal figure in Indian literature, made profound contributions through his thought-

provoking novels that tackled pressing social issues and championed social change. His novels 

encapsulated the essence of a nation struggling with colonialism, caste-based discrimination, and 

socioeconomic inequities. Anand's literary legacy, marked by deep compassion, sharp social awareness, 

and the voice of the suppressed continues to engage readers from the 20th century till date. 

One of Anand's most significant contributions was his vivid depiction of the apparent realities undergone 

by the marginalized and oppressed in Indian society. His novels revealed the entrenched injustices, 

highlighting the stark disparities in a society fragmented by caste, class, race, and gender. Through his 

compelling narratives, Anand illuminated the struggles, sufferings, and aspirations of the underprivileged, 

challenging the existing social order and advocating for equality and justice. 

Anand's focus on social realism, paired with his empathetic character portrayals, vividly brought to life the 

complex human experiences of the downtrodden. He delved deeply into the psychological landscapes of 

his characters, exploring their hopes, dreams, and frustrations. By humanizing the marginalized, Anand 

sought to cultivate empathy and understanding among his readers, prompting them to question and confront 

the social structures that sustained inequality. 

Moreover, Anand's works went beyond mere critique to offer voice and vision of hope and redemption. He 

depicted characters who, despite facing immense challenges, demonstrated resilience, dignity, vitality, and 

a spirit of resistance. By showcasing the transformative power of empathy, compassion, and solidarity, 

Anand encouraged readers to actively participate in the fight for social justice and change. 
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Full Article 

Mulk Raj Anand incorporates transliterated Indian idioms and terms to imbue his early works with an 

authentic Indian essence. These idioms and phrases typically capture the rhythm and nuance of native 

speech, distinguishing Indian English from the varieties spoken in the United States, Australia, and Africa. 

Anand's portrayal of this cultural sensibility aligns perfectly with the vernacular speech patterns of his 

characters, reflecting the Indian psyche both technically and aesthetically. He skilfully uses common Indian 

invocational words, forms of address, and slogans, such as Puditji, Babuji, Mianji, and Lallaji, which are 

forms of respectful address pervasive in Indian communication. This shows the vision of Anand for a major 

reform in Indian English Literature. 

These linguistic elements provide Anand's language with a distinctly Indian flavour, as they are deeply 

rooted in both spoken and written Indian contexts. He frequently employs expressions that resonate with 

the everyday vernacular of ordinary Indians to depict people, situations, and beliefs. These expressions 

serve multiple roles, functioning as invocations, addresses, nouns, adjectives, verbs, and adverbs, while 

also conveying information about Indian culture, etiquette, beliefs, and values. Through this approach, 

Anand aims to engage both Indian and international readers with the richness of Indian customs, rituals, 

and traditions. 

Anand's experimentation with method and style brought vitality and vibrancy to his depiction of Indian 

culture. His work evolved into a dynamic literary genre, blending style, content, and language in a way that 

is both distinctly Indian and accessible to a global audience. This innovative approach elevated the status 

of Indian authors writing in English, earning Anand international acclaim and recognition. 

Few Indo-English authors have dedicated as much attention to character development as Mulk Raj Anand. 

His novels reflect his deep commitment to his themes and worldview, showing his belief in the power of 

literature to bring about social change. Unlike Shakespeare's "Negative Capability," as Keats describes it, 

Anand's work is infused with a clear passion for his subjects and the broader cultural context. This fervour 

is evident on every page of his writings. 

Anand's productivity as a novelist is remarkable, with a vibrant fictional imagination that has given rise to 

fifteen books. This substantial body of work stands out in the landscape of Indian literature. While many 

of his novels revolve around similar themes, each one tackles significant and engaging topics. His 

consistency in addressing important issues through his fiction underscores his dedication to using literature 

as a tool for societal betterment. 

Mulk Raj Anand's most famous novel, "Untouchable," published in 1935, stands as a powerful protest the 

social evil of the caste system. This novel, which brought significant attention to Anand's work, centers on 
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Bakha, an eighteen-year-old sweeper living in pre-independence India. "Untouchable" delves into the 

voices of outcasts and working-class individuals, highlighting their anger and resentment towards the upper 

caste. 

The narrative explores the strained and often hostile relationships between untouchable subalterns, upper 

caste Hindus, Muslims, and British colonizers. It opened new avenues for Indian English writers to explore 

the lives and struggles of subaltern communities. The novel also reflects a sense of hope for untouchable 

Hindus and for India, drawing on Gandhi's philosophy to raise awareness and challenge the caste and 

hierarchical systems entrenched in Indian society. 

Anand masterfully portrays the world from Bakha's perspective, revealing the agony and tension 

experienced by those marginalized by the caste system. He critiques the societal structure that deprives 

lower caste individuals of opportunities, while also highlighting the roles of religion, entrenched 

superstitions, poverty, and imperial attitudes in maintaining this oppression. Anand suggests ways to 

overcome the curse of untouchability through his narrative. 

Bakha, as a character, is a unique creation in Indian English literature. Anand brings Bakha's struggles into 

the spotlight, giving him a voice and vividly depicting his experiences. The novel shows Bakha's difficulties 

as he ventures from his segregated slum into the city, encountering the hostile and humiliating attitudes of 

Brahmins, temple priests, and other upper caste individuals. Bakha's suffering is portrayed not only through 

physical humiliation but also through psychological torment, with Anand capturing these aspects in a 

realistic and compelling manner. 

"Coolie" is another notable novel by Mulk Raj Anand published in 1936. Although Anand does not 

explicitly define the term 'coolie,' it generally refers to individuals marginalized and exiled from 

mainstream society. This is exemplified in an incident from Munoo's life, where, after arriving in Mumbai, 

he is told to sit on the floor upon identifying himself as a 'coolie' at a hotel: “Oh! Look, Mummy! Our 

coolies are there,” cried little Circe. Her mother shushed her and asked her to behave. The sight of the 

creatures challenged the complacency of the ladies and gentlemen who had come for tea” (Coolie 298). 

Munoo, the protagonist, is consistently identified by his status as a laborer, worker, and servant rather than 

by his name or place of origin. Anand provides a compelling metaphorical comparison between the 

dominated and downtrodden as objects of hope and fear. Each social class aspires to ascend and become 

the dominant class, perpetuating the cycle of oppression and dominance over the suppressed classes. This 

aspiration is coupled with the fear of being demoted or 'de-classed.' The situation is by and large same even 

today. This shows the implicit vision of Anand in his novel. 
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The novel illustrates ideological shifts within the class system, as seen in the character of Prabha, who rises 

from a coolie to a Seth. This transformation highlights the fluidity of ideological approaches within the 

class hierarchy. The insecurity of the imperialist bourgeoisie about being considered equal to the lower 

classes is palpable in their actions. The fear of social and economic mobility among these contrasting 

sections is evident in their exploitation and racial dominance over the downtrodden. Anand's "Coolie" thus 

explores the complex dynamics of class struggle and the pervasive fear of socio-economic shifts in a 

stratified society. Here lies the importance of vitality of the novel. 

Mulk Raj Anand's acclaimed novel "Two Leaves and a Bud" was published in 1937. It showcases social 

realism and the depiction of inhumane behavior through the lens of working-class exploitation. The novel 

portrays plantation workers grappling with the psychological stigma of surviving under harsh exploitation. 

Anand's primary aim is to expose social evils, and raise voices against the exploited communities in the 

novel. 

Anand presents a vivid panorama of the lives of the poorest individuals in colonial India, highlighting some 

of the most malevolent aspects of British rule. This narrative confronts and interacts with Anand’s role as 

an artist committed to his humanistic principles. The novel reveals the tragic disintegration of Gangu and 

his family as they face the brutal forces and vitalities of capitalist exploitation. 

"Two Leaves and a Bud" addresses the evils of the class system, illustrating the extensive suffering of the 

downtrodden in India. Set in a tea plantation in Assam, the novel follows the protagonist, Gangu, a Punjabi 

peasant, as he endures the same suffering and exploitation characteristic of Anand's work. The novel opens 

with Anand’s philosophical statement, "Life is like a journey," and traces the tragic journey of Gangu from 

his village near Hoshiarpur in Punjab to the naturally beautiful but oppressive tea plantations of Assam. 

The realistic and vivid descriptions of Assam's natural beauty provide a panoramic view of the tea 

plantations, contrasting the scenic landscape with the harsh realities faced by the workers. 

In "The Village," "Across the Black Waters," and "The Sword and the Sickle," Mulk Raj Anand creates a 

protagonist who challenges his predetermined social identity. The trilogy follows Lal Singh, a peasant from 

the village of Nandpur in Punjab, who seeks change and refuses to submit to societal authorities. 

In "The Village," the first volume, Lal Singh grows up feeling constrained by his village and the tenets of 

Sikhism. Seeking freedom, he joins the British army. This volume concludes with the death of his father, 

Nihal Singh, and Lal’s realization that he will eventually return to Nandpur, but not immediately. 

The second volume, "Across the Black Waters," chronicles Lal’s experiences in France during World War 

I. Fighting in the trenches, he comes to understand that the European war is neither his battle nor that of 

the Indian people. 
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In "The Sword and the Sickle," Lal returns to Nandpur, marries, and becomes active in socialist politics, 

striving to create a better future for Punjab's peasants. The trilogy ends with Lal in prison, composing a 

speech for his fellow inmates, knowing that his son has been born, symbolizing the ongoing struggle for 

justice. 

Anand's novels explore various levels of oppression in colonial India. "The Village" highlights the 

oppression of peasants by Indian landholders, exemplified by the hanging of Lal's brother, Sharm Singh, 

for the murder of a landlord, which devastates Nihal Singh's family. "Across the Black Waters" marks the 

beginning of Lal's questioning of British rule as he realizes that Indian and English objectives differ 

significantly amidst the war's horrors. In "The Sword and the Sickle," Lal collaborates with a revolutionary 

group, confronting internal prejudices against the poor. 

Anand’s trilogy offers no simple resolutions, instead portraying the complexities and injustices of rural life 

without romanticizing it. "The Village" particularly avoids glamorizing the rural lifestyle, depicting the 

Singh family's daily struggles and injustices without over-sentimentalizing their lives. Anand captures both 

the joys and sorrows of village life, clearly attributing the ultimate destruction of this lifestyle to the colonial 

system. 

"Private Life of an Indian Prince" published in 1953 is Mulk Raj Anand's most profound exploration of the 

vitality of human nature and the complexities of love. This narrative intertwines the intense love story of a 

man for a woman with a powerful historical backdrop, illustrating the decline of the princely states with 

the emergence of an independent India. 

The novel centers on Maharaja Ashok Kumar of Shampur, who vehemently declares complete 

independence for his small hill-state, refusing to join the Indian Union. A fervent romantic and full of 

vigour, Ashok Kumar has inherited more vices than virtues from his ancestors. His actions are heavily 

influenced by his mistress, Ganga Dasi, an illiterate yet powerful hill-woman with a voracious sexual 

appetite, whom he has favoured over his three legitimate maharanis. To satisfy Ganga Dasi's insatiable 

greed, the Maharaja extorts large sums of money from his impoverished peasantry, inciting a rebellion in 

Shampur and drawing severe condemnation from the government in Delhi. Blinded by his personal desires 

and passions, the Maharaja fails to grasp the broader social issues at play. He responds to Ganga's 

challenges with hysterical tears and to his people and the Government of India with melodramatic gestures 

and self-deceptive lies, ultimately losing both battles. Exiled to London, the Maharaja attempts to recreate 

his former princely allure by seducing a shop girl. However, he remains haunted by memories of his 

mistress, and his enduring love for her leads to his eventual downfall. 

Thus, "Private Life of an Indian Prince" is one of Mulk Raj Anand's most nuanced and captivating novels. 

Set against a historical and political backdrop, the story meticulously portrays the strained relationship 
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between Maharaja Ashok Kumar of Shampur—a small hill-state on the borders of Tibet and Nepal—and 

his initially contented subjects. This tension escalates into a revolt within the state, prompting the newly 

established Government of India (post-1947) to pressure the prince into signing the Instrument of 

Accession. 

The decayed aspects of Indian tradition gave rise to a social critic like Mulk Raj Anand to expose the evils 

in society.  His attention is focused on caste, problems of the poor, the village folk and the peasants. His 

social criticism created awareness in the minds of the rulers, who have recognized his concern for the 

weaker section of society by introducing various welfare measures and awarding him with the Sahithiya 

Academy Fellow-ship.  

Conclusion 

Mulk Raj Anand's use of transliterated Indian voices and vision his  works lends an authentic Indian essence 

to his narratives. Anand's portrayal of cultural sensibility aligns perfectly with the vernacular speech 

patterns of his characters, reflecting the Indian psyche both technically and aesthetically. By skillfully using 

common Indian invocational words and forms of address such as Puditji, Babuji, Mianji, and Lallaji, he 

adds a distinctly Indian flavor to his language. These elements are deeply rooted in both spoken and written 

Indian contexts, serving as invocations, addresses, nouns, adjectives, verbs, and adverbs, while also 

conveying rich cultural information about Indian etiquette, beliefs, and values. 

Anand's innovative approach engaged both Indian and international readers, bringing vitality and vibrancy 

to his depiction of Indian culture. This dynamic blending of style, content, and language elevated the status 

of Indian authors writing in English and earned Anand international acclaim. Few Indo-English authors 

have matched Anand's dedication to character development and his commitment to using literature as a 

tool for societal betterment. His passion for his subjects and the broader cultural context is evident in every 

page of his writings. 

Anand's notable works such as "Untouchable," "Coolie," "Two Leaves and a Bud," and the trilogy 

comprising "The Village," "Across the Black Waters," and "The Sword and the Sickle," address significant 

social issues. "Untouchable" highlights the social evil of the caste system, focusing on Bakha's experiences 

and the strained relationships among various social groups. "Coolie" explores class struggle through 

Munoo's life, illustrating the fear and aspirations within a stratified society. "Two Leaves and a Bud" 

depicts the exploitation of plantation workers, emphasizing the harsh realities of colonial rule. 

The trilogy follows Lal Singh's journey from a constrained village life to involvement in socialist politics, 

reflecting various levels of oppression in colonial India. Anand's narratives avoid simple resolutions, 

instead portraying the complexities and injustices of rural life without romanticizing it. 
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In "Private Life of an Indian Prince," Anand explores the vitality of human nature and love against the 

backdrop of India's transition to independence. The story of Maharaja Ashok Kumar of Shampur highlights 

the decline of princely states and the impact of personal desires on broader social issues. Anand's portrayal 

of the Maharaja's downfall due to his blind passions and the rebellion of his subjects underscores the 

complexities of love and power in a changing historical context. 

Anand's body of work stands out in Indian literature, reflecting his deep commitment to his themes and 

worldview. His novels continue to resonate with readers, showcasing the power of literature to illuminate 

social issues and inspire change. 
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