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Abstract;

In this research we will work on the emotional dimension of the poetic experience of Majnun Laila
by focusing the question on the relationships of love, passion, and madness in the narrative discourse that the
culture produced around it and in Qais’s poetic discourse. To address this problem, we will adopt the
semiotics of passions, a post-structuralist approach which is an internal development of the semiotic theory
in Paris School with Algirdas Julien Greimas and Jaques Fontanille, as they called for a reconsideration of
emotions, passions and states of feelings, which have been neglected in studies of structural discourse. On
this theoretical basis, we saw the possibility of approaching love in Majnun Laila’s experience as a state of
feelings that determines the “modal competence” of the self and pushes it towards a set of actions in order to
connect with a specific subject, such as the lover in the case of love passion. Hence, we assume that the work
(love) may be transformed, according to the dual polarity allowed by phoria, Euphoria and Dysphoria, into
a passion that culture imposes upon it severe judgments due to its being characterized by exaggeration, in
which love seems to be a form of madness.

Keywords: semiotics of passions,, love, madness, narrative discourse, poetic discourse.
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