
www.ijcrt.org                                                        © 2024 IJCRT | Volume 12, Issue 4 April 2024 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT24A4949 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org q934 
 

Exploring Indian Myths And Deconstruction Of 

Heroes And Villains In Anand Neelakantan's 

Works 
 

Kiran Panjgotra 

Jammu- 181102 

Abstract: 

Anand Neelakantan, an Indian author known for his retelling of mythological tales, offers a unique 

perspective on Indiana myths through his literary works. In this research paper, we delve into Neelakantan's 

narrative style and thematic explorations within the realm of Indiana myths, analyzing how he reinterprets 

these ancient tales to reflect contemporary socio-political contexts. Neelakantan's reinterpretations challenge 

traditional perceptions, unraveling complex layers of morality, identity, and power dynamics inherent in 

ancient tales. Through meticulous analysis, this study navigates the intricacies of characters like Ravana, 

Duryodhana, and Bhadra, shedding light on their humanity, motivations, and societal contexts. By 

dismantling the dichotomy of heroism and villainy, Neelakantan invites readers to reassess conventional 

notions of good and evil, prompting critical reflection on cultural narratives and moral ambiguities. Drawing 

from Indian folklore and history, this abstract offers insights into Neelakantan's narrative techniques, 

thematic explorations, and their broader implications for contemporary discourse on myth, identity, and 

morality in Indian literature and beyond. 
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Anand Neelakantan is an Indian author known for his innovative reinterpretations of Indian mythology and 

historical narratives. With a background in engineering and a passion for storytelling, Neelakantan embarked 

on a literary journey that has garnered both critical acclaim and widespread popularity. His works often 

challenge traditional perspectives, offering fresh insights into familiar tales by delving into the motivations 

and complexities of characters traditionally portrayed in black-and-white terms. Neelakantan's writing style 

is characterized by its richly imagined worlds, intricate plots, and nuanced characterizations, which breathe 

new life into ancient myths and legends. Through novels such as "Asura: Tale of the Vanquished," "Ajaya: 

Roll of the Dice," and "The Rise of Sivagami," Neelakantan invites readers to question established narratives 

and explore the moral ambiguities inherent in mythology. His storytelling prowess, coupled with his ability 

to seamlessly blend historical and fictional elements, has established him as a prominent voice in 
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contemporary Indian literature. Beyond his literary contributions, Neelakantan's works spark dialogue and 

introspection about cultural heritage, societal norms, and the timeless themes that resonate across 

generations. As a writer, he continues to captivate audiences with his thought-provoking narratives and 

imaginative storytelling, solidifying his place as a leading figure in the realm of mythological fiction. 

Neelakantan's Approach to Mythology:  

Anand Neelakantan's approach to mythology is characterized by a bold reimagining of traditional narratives, 

offering alternative perspectives that challenge established conventions. Rather than adhering strictly to 

canonical interpretations, Neelakantan delves into the untold stories, marginalized characters, and moral 

ambiguities present within mythological epics. He employs narrative techniques such as character 

development, plot twists, and thematic explorations to breathe new life into ancient tales, inviting readers to 

question preconceived notions of heroism, villainy, and divinity. Neelakantan's narratives often serve as 

vehicles for socio-political commentary, addressing contemporary issues such as casteism, gender inequality, 

and political corruption through the lens of mythology. By infusing his retellings with relevance to modern 

society, Neelakantan ensures that these timeless myths resonate with contemporary audiences, sparking 

dialogue and introspection about the enduring relevance of cultural heritage in the present day. 

Representation of Indian Myths in works of Anand Neelakantan: 

Anand Neelakantan's representation of Indian myths in his works is marked by a profound revaluation of 

traditional narratives, offering nuanced interpretations that challenge prevailing interpretations. Through his 

novels, Neelakantan showcases a deep understanding of Indian mythology and its cultural significance, while 

also incorporating contemporary perspectives and social commentary.   

In "Asura: Tale of the Vanquished," Neelakantan reimagines the epic Ramayana from the perspective of 

Ravana, the demon king of Lanka. By portraying Ravana as a complex and multifaceted character, 

Neelakantan challenges the conventional portrayal of him as a one-dimensional villain. Instead, he explores 

Ravana's motivations, struggles, and desires, shedding light on his humanity and the injustices he faces. 

Through this narrative lens, Neelakantan prompts readers to reconsider their preconceptions about good and 

evil, inviting empathy and understanding for a character traditionally vilified in Indian mythology.  

In "Ajaya: Roll of the Dice," Neelakantan offers a fresh perspective on the Mahabharata, focusing on the 

Kauravas, particularly Duryodhana, often depicted as the antagonists of the epic. By delving into the 

complexities of Duryodhana's character and the socio-political dynamics of ancient India, Neelakantan 

challenges the simplistic portrayal of the Kauravas as mere villains. He highlights the moral ambiguity 

inherent in the epic's narrative, blurring the lines between right and wrong, hero and villain. Through 

Duryodhana's perspective, Neelakantan explores themes of power, ambition, and loyalty, offering readers a 

more nuanced understanding of the Mahabharata's enduring relevance. 

 Neelakantan's representation of Indian myths extends beyond the epics to include regional folklore and 

lesser-known tales. In "The Rise of Sivagami," a prequel to the blockbuster Bahubali film series, Neelakantan 

explores the origins of the iconic character Sivagami and the fictional kingdom of Mahishmathi. Drawing 
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inspiration from South Indian folklore and historical legends, Neelakantan creates a rich tapestry of 

mythology, blending elements of fantasy with socio-political intrigue. 

In each of his works, Anand Neelakantan demonstrates a deep reverence for Indian mythology while also 

challenging conventional interpretations and offering fresh perspectives. Through his reimagining of familiar 

tales and exploration of lesser-known narratives, Neelakantan enriches the literary landscape with narratives 

that resonate with contemporary audiences, inviting readers to engage critically with cultural heritage and 

the enduring power of myth. 

Deconstruction of Heroes and Villains: 

In Anand Neelakantan's literary universe, the deconstruction of heroes and villains is a recurring theme that 

challenges traditional notions of morality and righteousness. Through his retellings of mythological tales, 

Neelakantan imbues characters with depth, complexity, and moral ambiguity, blurring the lines between good 

and evil. In his works, heroes are not always virtuous paragons, nor are villains simply embodiments of 

malevolence; instead, they are depicted as flawed individuals shaped by their circumstances and choices. 

One of Neelakantan's notable deconstructions is seen in his portrayal of Ravana, the antagonist of the 

Ramayana. In his novel "Asura: Tale of the Vanquished," Neelakantan offers a sympathetic portrayal of 

Ravana, presenting him as a complex figure driven by a desire to assert his identity and protect his kingdom. 

By humanizing Ravana and exploring his motivations, Neelakantan challenges the conventional narrative 

that vilifies him as a demon king. Through Ravana's perspective, readers are prompted to reconsider their 

preconceived notions of heroism and villainy, grappling with the complexities of power, ambition, and 

morality. 

In his retelling of the Mahabharata, Neelakantan delves into the character of Duryodhana, traditionally 

depicted as the primary antagonist. In "Ajaya: Roll of the Dice," Duryodhana emerges as a tragic figure 

burdened by the weight of destiny and familial expectations. Neelakantan portrays Duryodhana as a product 

of his upbringing, shaped by the toxic influence of his manipulative uncle Shakuni and the pressures of 

succession in a patriarchal society. Despite his flaws and questionable actions, Duryodhana is portrayed with 

empathy, challenging readers to empathize with his perspective and question the simplistic dichotomy of 

hero versus villain. 

Neelakantan's portrayal of Karna, the tragic hero of the Mahabharata, further exemplifies his deconstruction 

of traditional archetypes. In "Rise of Kali," Karna's narrative arc explores themes of identity, loyalty, and 

moral ambiguity. Despite his noble intentions and unwavering loyalty to his friend Duryodhana, Karna is 

haunted by his status as a social outcast and his conflicted loyalties towards his biological family, the 

Pandavas. Neelakantan's portrayal humanizes Karna, shedding light on the complexities of his character 

beyond his warrior prowess and tragic fate. 

Through his nuanced characterizations, Anand Neelakantan challenges readers to reconsider the simplistic 

binaries of heroism and villainy prevalent in mythological narratives. By exploring the inner motivations, 

struggles, and contradictions of characters traditionally relegated to the roles of heroes or villains, 
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Neelakantan invites readers to engage with the moral complexities of human nature. In doing so, he enriches 

the literary landscape with narratives that resonate with contemporary audiences, prompting reflection on 

timeless themes of power, morality, and the inherent shades of gray that define the human condition. 

Conclusion: 

Anand Neelakantan's exploration of Indian myths and the deconstruction of heroes and villains in his works 

offer a profound reimagining of traditional narratives. Through his nuanced portrayals, Neelakantan 

challenges the binary notions of heroism and villainy ingrained in Indian mythology, inviting readers to delve 

into the complexities of human nature and societal constructs. By humanizing characters often relegated to 

one-dimensional archetypes, such as Ravana or Duryodhana, Neelakantan illuminates the 

multidimensionality of their personalities, motivations, and struggles. His narratives serve as a mirror to 

contemporary society, prompting critical reflection on issues of power, morality, and identity. By presenting 

alternative perspectives and untold stories, he encourages readers to question established narratives and 

reconsider preconceived notions about morality and righteousness. Neelakantan's literary contributions not 

only enrich the tapestry of Indian mythology but also contribute to broader conversations about storytelling, 

morality, and cultural identity. Through his thought-provoking narratives, he invites readers on a journey of 

introspection, encouraging them to explore the shades of gray within characters and within themselves, 

ultimately leaving a lasting impact on the landscape of Indian literature and beyond. 
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