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Abstract:

Traditional library services provided in university libraries as including interlibrary loan services,
abstracting services, cataloguing services, reprographic services, bibliographic services, circulation services,
reference services, and information services. Other traditional services include User services, Reference
Services, Current Awareness Services, Document Delivery, Inter-library Loan, Audio-Visual Services, and
Customer Relations. Furthermore, advanced category services include access to internet and internet-based
tools and resources including electronic information sources and digital archive of private and public
documents..

Information literacy as the set of skills and knowledge required to access both-printed and technological
resources and assess their accuracy, effectiveness, and reliability.
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Introduction:

Information literacy is the ability to recognize when information is needed and to locate, evaluate, and
effectively use the needed information. It is a crucial skill for individuals in the information age, where vast
amounts of data are available but not always in a usable or accessible format. Librarians, as information
professionals, play a pivotal role in fostering information literacy and ensuring that people can efficiently
navigate the complex world of information. This role is increasingly essential in service delivery across
various types of libraries, such as academic, public, special, and school libraries.

Service delivery is referred to the means of providing and delivering service to individuals in entities or
organizations. It defines a relationship between an organization providing services to clients who are the

recipients of the service delivered.

It also means that all services and resources in a library are easily accessible and user-friendly.
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The Importance of Information Literacy:

A) Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
Information literacy enables individuals to think critically and solve problems effectively. By learning how

to assess the quality of information, distinguish between credible and unreliable sources, and analyze
information in-depth, individuals develop strong critical thinking skills. This is essential for:

e Academic Success: In higher education, students are required to conduct research, analyze data, and
synthesize information. Strong IL skills help them succeed in these areas.

e Workplace Competence: In the professional world, employees often need to analyze complex
situations, make data-driven decisions, and find creative solutions. Information literacy is critical for
these tasks.

B) Effective Decision-Making
Being information literate allows individuals to make informed decisions. In today’s information-rich
environment, we are constantly confronted with new data, reports, and news. IL helps people:

e Assess the Relevance of Information: Information overload can be overwhelming, but IL helps
individuals prioritize and use only the most relevant information for their decisions.

o Evaluate Sources: Information literacy teaches how to identify bias, misinformation, or
disinformation, which is crucial for making sound judgments, especially in situations like healthcare,
finance, and politics.

C) Navigating the Digital Information Landscape
In the modern digital world, where information is primarily accessed online, the ability to navigate this vast
and often overwhelming landscape is crucial. Information literacy helps individuals:

o Filter Out Misinformation: With the rise of fake news, clickbait, and manipulated media, IL equips
individuals to assess sources critically, recognize false information, and avoid being misled.

e Understand Media and Technology: IL is not just about searching for academic journal articles,
but also about understanding how to use technology responsibly and safely, including managing
privacy settings on social media and identifying credible online resources.

D) Promoting Lifelong Learning

In a rapidly changing world, information literacy fosters a mindset of lifelong learning. As new
technologies, industries, and fields emerge, the ability to seek out, evaluate, and learn from new information
is essential. Information literacy helps individuals:

e Adapt to New Information: The ability to continuously learn and adapt is essential in a world of
fast-paced change, especially in fields like technology and healthcare.

e Stay Informed: IL allows individuals to remain engaged and informed citizens, capable of

understanding current events, scientific advances, and cultural shifts.
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E) Academic and Professional Development

Information literacy is foundational in academic and professional settings. In academia, students must be
able to locate, use, and cite relevant information for their research. Information literacy skills are also
crucial for:

o Research: Effective research requires the ability to find, evaluate, and synthesize information from a
variety of sources. Information literacy is a core skill in developing and conducting independent
research.

o Career Advancement: In professional environments, being information literate allows employees to
make decisions based on solid evidence, contribute meaningfully to discussions, and stay ahead in
their field by keeping up with the latest developments and trends.

F) Enhancing Communication Skills

Information literacy is intertwined with effective communication. To communicate effectively, individuals
need to understand how to gather, interpret, and present information to others. By being information literate,
individuals:

e Present Information Clearly: IL teaches how to organize information coherently, cite sources
properly, and present ideas in a logical and persuasive manner.

e Engage in Constructive Dialogue: People who are information literate can engage in meaningful
discussions and debates by using well-researched and credible information, rather than relying on
personal opinions or unsupported claims.

G) Informed Citizenship
Being an informed citizen is one of the most important aspects of living in a democratic society. Information
literacy helps individuals:

« Make Informed Voting Decisions: Voters need to be able to analyze political messages, policies,
and news sources to make informed choices during elections.

e Understand Public Issues: IL allows citizens to critically evaluate information on social,
environmental, and economic issues, leading to greater participation in civic life.

e Recognize and Combat Misinformation: In an era where misinformation can spread quickly
through social media, being able to identify reliable sources and facts is critical for preventing the
spread of false information.

H) Empowering Underserved Populations
Information literacy is also key to empowering marginalized and underserved populations. By developing
IL skills, individuals in these communities can:

e Access Opportunities: Information literacy helps people access educational resources, job
opportunities, healthcare information, and government services.

e Improve Social and Economic Outcomes: By becoming more skilled at seeking out and using
information, individuals can improve their social mobility, health outcomes, and overall quality of
life.
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1) Ethical Use of Information

In an information-driven society, ethical use of information is essential. Information literacy promotes:

Respecting Intellectual Property: IL helps individuals understand copyright laws, proper citation
practices, and the importance of respecting creators’ rights.
Avoiding Plagiarism: By learning proper citation practices and how to paraphrase or summarize

ideas, individuals can avoid plagiarism and engage in ethical scholarship.

In an age characterized by rapid technological advancements and an overabundance of information, the

ability to critically access and use information is vital. Information literacy skills enable individuals to:

Evaluate Sources: Distinguish credible sources from unreliable ones.

Critical Thinking: Apply critical thinking to assess information for accuracy, bias, and relevance.
Problem Solving: Use information to solve problems, make decisions, and create new knowledge.
Life-Long Learning: Foster a mindset that embraces ongoing learning and adapting to new

information.

These skills are foundational for academic success, informed citizenship, and professional competence.

The Role of Librarians in Information Literacy:

Librarians are integral in teaching and supporting the development of information literacy skills. Their

involvement spans a variety of activities:

Instruction and Training: Librarians conduct workshops, courses, and one-on-one training sessions
that teach individuals how to search for, evaluate, and use information. This training may focus on
topics such as:

o Using library databases

o Searching academic journals and other scholarly resources

o Understanding and applying citation styles

o ldentifying credible sources and distinguishing them from fake news

o Ethical use of information (e.g., avoiding plagiarism)
Curriculum Integration: In academic libraries, librarians collaborate with faculty to integrate
information literacy into course curricula. This ensures that students are exposed to IL principles as
part of their academic training.
Research Assistance: Librarians assist users in conducting research by helping them find relevant
resources, refine their research questions, and synthesize information effectively.
Reference Services: Librarians answer queries and provide resources for individuals at any stage of
their information-seeking journey, from basic questions to more complex research inquiries.
Digital Literacy: In today's digital age, librarians also provide instruction on how to use digital tools
and technologies to access, manage, and disseminate information. This includes understanding how

to navigate the internet, social media, and other digital platforms responsibly.
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Service Delivery in Libraries:

Effective service delivery is an essential part of a librarian's role in fostering information literacy. Libraries
aim to ensure that patrons have access to accurate, timely, and relevant information. Librarians' services can
be categorized into the following areas:

e Access to Resources: Librarians provide access to physical and digital resources, including books,
e-books, databases, journals, and multimedia. This access is essential for users to gather the
information needed for various purposes, from academic research to personal development.

o User-Cantered Services: Libraries focus on providing services that meet the specific needs of their
users. This includes personalized reference services, tailored research support, and assistance with
navigating the library's resources.

e Virtual Services: In addition to in-person support, libraries increasingly offer virtual reference
services via email, chat, and video conferencing. This expands their reach and ensures that patrons
can access information literacy support from anywhere.

e Outreach and Community Engagement: Librarians engage with the community through outreach
programs, such as information literacy workshops for schools, businesses, or community
organizations. They often collaborate with other professionals, such as teachers or community
leaders, to promote information literacy across different sectors of society.

e Inclusive Services: Modern libraries are committed to inclusivity, ensuring that all individuals,
regardless of background, abilities, or learning styles, can access services and resources. This is
especially important in promoting information literacy to underserved populations, including those
with disabilities or limited access to technology.

Challenges in Promoting Information Literacy:

While librarians are well-positioned to promote information literacy, they face several challenges:

e Technological Change: Rapid technological advancements and new information platforms require
librarians to constantly update their skills and resources. Keeping up with these changes can be
difficult, especially in budget-constrained environments.

e Information Overload: The sheer volume of information available today can overwhelm users.
Helping them filter out the noise and focus on quality resources is an ongoing challenge.

e Lack of Time: With increasing workloads and limited staffing, librarians may struggle to dedicate
adequate time to teaching information literacy skills, especially in academic environments where

students may not always prioritize IL training.

Conclusion:
Information literacy is more than just a skill for academic success; it is a critical life skill in today’s

information-driven world. It enables individuals to navigate the complexities of modern life, make informed
decisions, communicate effectively, and engage meaningfully with society. Whether for academic,
professional, or personal growth, information literacy is an essential tool for success in the 21st century,

fostering not only knowledge but also critical thinking, ethical behaviour, and lifelong learning.
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Information literacy is a cornerstone of modern education and informed citizenship, and librarians are at the
forefront of promoting and fostering these skills. By providing effective service delivery and innovative
instruction, librarians help individuals navigate the complex information world, ensuring that users have the

tools and knowledge to succeed in an information-driven society.

Sugession:
To strengthen information literacy skills and improve service delivery, libraries, educational institutions,

and other organizations can adopt a variety of strategies. These suggestions will not only enhance the
effectiveness of information literacy programs but also ensure that these services meet the evolving needs of
users.

e Collaboration with Faculty: Librarians should work closely with academic faculty to integrate
information literacy into courses.

e Workshops and Seminars: Libraries and institutions should offer regular workshops and seminars
focusing on key IL skills such as searching databases, citation management, and understanding
plagiarism.

e Online Resources and Tutorials: Develop online resources, such as instructional videos, interactive
tutorials, and self-paced courses that allow users to learn at their own pace.

e Regular Assessment: Continually assess the effectiveness of IL programs through surveys,
feedback forms, and academic performance metrics. This can help identify areas for improvement

and ensure that programs remain relevant and impactful.

References:

= Buchanan, H. E. (2014). The one-shot library instruction survival guide. American Library Association.

= Gamage, R. Visualisation and mapping of information for literacy. In Emerging Trends
and Technologies in libraries and information services, edited by S. Kataria; B. S.
Nigam & R. Shukla. KBD Publications, New Delhi, 2009, 243-248.

= Mukhyadal, B.G.; Sonwane, S. & Vaishnav, A A. Information literacy: A scientometric
study based on LISA. In Emerging trends and technologies in libraries and information
services, edited by S. Kataria; B.S. Nigam & R. Shukla. KBD Publications, New Delhi,

=Sharma, Y. Information literacy in Indian agricultural universities: A study of Punjab
agricultural university. Libr. Her., 2010, 48(4), 347 - 357.

= Stern, C. & Kaur, T. Developing theory based practical information literacy training for
adult. Int. Inf. Libr. Rev., 2010 42, 69-74.
doi: 10.1080/10572317.2010.10762847.

[JCRT2412127 | International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org | b143


http://www.ijcrt.org/

