
www.ijcrt.org                                                      © 2024 IJCRT | Volume 12, Issue 10 October 2024 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT2410347 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org d36 
 

Judicial Activism Through Public Interest 

Litigation: An Indian Perspective 
 

Dr. Ujala Singh 

 

Abstract  

This paper, titled "Judicial Activism through Public Interest Litigation: An Indian Perspective,"  

examines the evolution, impact, and implications of judicial activism in India through the mechanism of Public 

Interest Litigation (PIL). The Indian judiciary, through an innovative interpretation of constitutional provisions, 

has developed PIL as a tool to expand access to justice for marginalized and vulnerable sections of society. 

Judicial activism has enabled the courts to intervene in matters related to human rights, environmental protection, 

socio-economic rights, and other significant public interest issues. The paper provides a historical overview of 

the development of PIL, highlighting the transformative role played by the judiciary since the late 1970s. It 

discusses landmark cases such as Hussainara Khatoon v. State of Bihar1, S.P. Gupta v. Union of India,2 Vishaka 

v. State of Rajasthan,3 and M.C. Mehta v. Union of India,4 which illustrate the judiciary's proactive stance in 

addressing various social and legal concerns. The analysis also explores the constitutional basis for PIL, 

emphasizing the expansive interpretations of Articles 32, 21, and 226 that have been instrumental in shaping 

judicial activism in India. 

Further, the paper critically assesses the impact of judicial activism, noting its successes in securing rights 

and enhancing social justice while also addressing concerns related to judicial overreach and the misuse of PIL. 

It evaluates critiques of judicial activism, particularly the challenges it poses to the separation of powers and the 

potential for PIL to be misused for political or frivolous purposes. The judiciary’s evolving principles to regulate 

and manage PIL to prevent abuse are also explored. The paper concludes by discussing the future of judicial 

activism in India, examining emerging areas such as digital rights, climate change, and social welfare issues 

where the judiciary’s intervention through PIL may play a crucial role. Recommendations for maintaining a 

balance between activism and restraint are offered, highlighting the need for judicial integrity and adherence to 

constitutional limits while ensuring that PIL remains a genuine tool for public interest and social transformation. 

This study contributes to the understanding of how judicial activism through PIL has reshaped the Indian legal 

                                                           
1 Hussainara Khatoon v. State of Bihar, (1979) 3 SCC 333. 
2 S.P. Gupta v. Union of India, (1981) 3 SCC 387 
3 Vishaka v. State of Rajasthan, (1997) 6 SCC 241. 
4 M.C. Mehta v. Union of India, (1987) 1 SCC 395. 
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landscape, reinforcing the judiciary’s role as a guardian of rights and social justice while emphasizing the need 

for responsible and balanced use of judicial power. 

Keywords: Judicial Activism, Public Interest Litigation (PIL) Indian Judiciary, Judicial Review, locus standi 

Introduction 

Judicial Activism and Public Interest Litigation (PIL) have been instrumental in reshaping the Indian 

legal and social landscape. In India, judicial activism refers to the proactive role taken by the judiciary in 

interpreting and applying the law to advance social justice, protect fundamental rights, and fill gaps where 

legislative or executive action is lacking. PIL, in particular, has emerged as a powerful tool for judicial activism, 

enabling the courts to intervene in matters affecting public interest, often on behalf of marginalized communities 

who might not otherwise have access to justice. 

The concept of PIL originated in the late 1970s and early 1980s, during a period when the Indian 

judiciary, led by visionary judges like Justices P.N. Bhagwati and V.R. Krishna Iyer, sought to transform the 

rigid and adversarial judicial system into a more inclusive and accessible platform. Traditional legal procedures 

and rules of locus standi (the right to bring a legal action) often posed barriers for those without adequate 

resources or awareness. PIL revolutionized this by allowing any public-spirited individual or organization to 

approach the court on behalf of those whose rights had been violated.5 

This paper aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of judicial activism in India through the lens of PIL. 

It explores the historical development of PIL, its constitutional foundation, and its transformative impact on 

Indian society. Landmark cases that have shaped the trajectory of PIL, such as Hussainara Khatoon v. State of 

Bihar,6 S.P. Gupta v. Union of India, Bandhua Mukti Morcha v. Union of India,7 and Vishaka v. State of 

Rajasthan, will be discussed in detail to illustrate the judiciary's proactive role. 

Furthermore, the paper evaluates the impact of judicial activism through PIL on various areas, including 

human rights, environmental protection, socio-economic rights, and gender justice. The expansion of 

fundamental rights under Article 21 of the Indian Constitution, which has been interpreted to include rights to 

health, education, a clean environment, and privacy, is examined to demonstrate the judiciary's influence in 

expanding the scope of justice. 

Finally, the paper looks toward the future, considering emerging trends in judicial activism and areas 

where PIL may continue to play a transformative role, such as digital rights, climate change, and socio-economic 

justice. Recommendations for balancing judicial activism with restraint are proposed to ensure that PIL remains 

a genuine and effective tool for promoting public interest while respecting the separation of powers enshrined in 

the Indian Constitution.8 

The Concept of Judicial Activism and Public Interest Litigation in India 

Judicial activism is the active role played by the judiciary in interpreting and applying the law to protect 

and promote justice, often beyond the text of the statute. It involves the courts taking a proactive stance in 

                                                           
5 Rao, A. S. (2010). Public Interest Litigation in India: An Overview. Journal of Indian Law Institute, 52(2), 180-197 
6 Hussainara Khatoon v. State of Bihar, (1979) 3 SCC 333 
7 Bandhua Mukti Morcha v. Union of India, (1984) 3 SCC 161. 
8 Gupta, S. P. (2011). Judicial Activism in India: A Critical Assessment. Indian Journal of Constitutional Law, 3(1), 50-72. 
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ensuring that constitutional values are upheld, particularly when other branches of government—the legislature 

and the executive—fail to act or are unable to address issues effectively. In India, judicial activism has become 

synonymous with the use of Public Interest Litigation (PIL), a procedural innovation that allows courts to 

intervene in matters of public interest brought forth by individuals or groups on behalf of those whose rights 

have been violated. 

Historical Background of Judicial Activism 

The concept of Judicial Activism has its roots in common law jurisdictions like the United States, where 

the judiciary has played a significant role in shaping public policy through landmark decisions. In India, the idea 

took shape post-independence when the judiciary was entrusted with the responsibility of protecting fundamental 

rights and upholding the Constitution. However, the Indian judiciary’s adoption of activism, particularly through 

PIL, was distinct and evolved as a response to the socio-economic inequalities and injustices prevalent in Indian 

society. 

Judicial Activism in India gained prominence in the late 1970s and early 1980s when the judiciary, led 

by judges like Justices P.N. Bhagwati and V.R. Krishna Iyer, began to interpret constitutional provisions in a 

more expansive manner. They recognized the judiciary's potential to act as a catalyst for social change and  

justice. This period marked the beginning of PIL, where the courts opened their doors to cases involving public 

causes and allowed concerned citizens and organizations to bring issues before the judiciary without having to 

meet traditional requirements of locus standi.9 

Defining Public Interest Litigation (PIL) 

PIL is a legal mechanism designed to provide access to justice for those who may not have the resources 

or ability to approach the courts themselves. Traditionally, the legal system in India operated under the 

adversarial model, which required an individual or entity directly affected by an issue (the aggrieved party) to 

file a case. However, this model often left out marginalized communities, disadvantaged groups, and those with 

limited access to resources. PIL transformed this by relaxing the rules of locus standi, enabling any public-

spirited individual or organization to file a petition on behalf of those who are unable to do so.  

In India, PIL emerged as a means for the judiciary to address issues such as human rights violations, 

environmental degradation, labor rights, and social injustices. By broadening the scope of who could approach 

the court and for what reasons, PIL became a powerful instrument for advancing public causes and promoting 

social welfare. Through PIL, the courts have taken up cases addressing a wide range of issues, such as bonded 

labor, environmental protection, child rights, women’s rights, and access to healthcare and education.10 

The Need for PIL in India 

India, as a developing nation with significant socio-economic inequalities, has a large population of 

marginalized individuals who face barriers in accessing justice. Economic disparity, illiteracy, lack of awareness 

about legal rights, and social stigma are some of the factors that prevent vulnerable groups from approaching the 

judiciary to seek redress. PIL emerged as a remedy to these challenges by empowering individuals and 

organizations to represent these communities in court. 

                                                           
9 Baxi, Upendra. The Future of Human Rights. Oxford University Press, 1994. 
10 Singh, R. P. "Public Interest Litigation in India: An Overview." Journal of Indian Law Institute, vol. 52, no. 2, 2010, pp. 180-197. 
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PIL, therefore, serves several key purposes in the Indian legal system: 

 Access to Justice: It provides a legal platform for those who are economically or socially disadvantaged 

to seek justice. 

 Judicial Oversight: It allows the judiciary to exercise oversight over executive and legislative actions or 

inactions that may violate constitutional principles. 

 Promotion of Human Rights: Through PIL, the judiciary has played an active role in upholding 

fundamental rights, including the right to life, dignity, and equality.11 

Pioneering Cases in the evolution of PIL 

Some landmark cases set the stage for PIL in India and demonstrated the judiciary’s commitment to judicial 

activism. Notable among these are: 

 Hussainara Khatoon v. State of Bihar, (1979) 3 SCC 532: This case highlighted the plight of undertrial  

prisoners who were detained for extended periods without trial. The Supreme Court, through PIL, 

intervened to secure their release and establish that the right to a speedy trial is part of the fundamental 

right to life and liberty under Article 21. 

 S.P. Gupta v. Union of India, AIR 1982 SC 149: Known as the ‘Judges Transfer Case’, this was one of 

the earliest cases where the Supreme Court expanded the scope of locus standi to allow PILs. The 

judgment recognized the right of any public-spirited individual to approach the court on behalf of those 

whose rights were violated, even if they were not directly affected. 

 Bandhua Mukti Morcha v. Union of India, AIR 1984 SC 802: The Supreme Court addressed the issue 

of bonded labor and directed the government to implement policies and laws to eradicate the practice, 

showcasing the judiciary’s proactive approach to social justice through PIL. 

The Role of Visionary Judges 

Justices P.N. Bhagwati and V.R. Krishna Iyer were instrumental in the development and expansion of 

PIL in India. They advocated for a judicial approach that prioritized the needs of the marginalized and 

disenfranchised, arguing that the judiciary had a moral duty to address social injustices when the other branches 

of government failed to do so. They emphasized that the Constitution must be interpreted in a manner that was 

dynamic and responsive to the needs of the people. 

Justice Bhagwati, for instance, argued that the courts should not be limited to traditional concepts of 

adversarial litigation but should adopt an innovative approach to provide justice. This approach led to the 

acceptance of letters and telegrams as petitions in PIL cases, thereby broadening access to justice.12 

Justice Krishna Iyer’s judgments also reflected a deep commitment to social justice, human rights, and 

the welfare of workers and marginalized communities. His philosophy of judicial activism was instrumental in 

shaping the early phase of PIL in India.13 

 

                                                           
11 Gupta, S.P. "Judicial Activism and the Right to Information." Indian Journal of Constitutional Law, vol. 4, no. 1, 2010, pp. 75-100. 
12 Sharma, J. "Judicial Activism in India: An Appraisal." Constitutional Law Journal, vol. 8, no. 2, 2018, pp. 115-13 
13 Mishra, R. "Judicial Activism: The Role of Courts in India." Journal of Law and Social Justice, vol. 12, 2013, pp. 5-23. 
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The Constitutional Foundation of Judicial Activism through PIL 

Judicial Activism through Public Interest Litigation (PIL) in India is deeply rooted in the country's 

constitutional framework. The Indian Constitution provides the judiciary with the authority to protect and enforce 

the fundamental rights of citizens, as well as to interpret and apply constitutional provisions to promote justice. 

The development of PIL has been supported by the expansive interpretation of key constitutional articles, such 

as Articles 32, 21, and 226, which have empowered the judiciary to address issues of public concern and protect 

fundamental rights beyond traditional litigation methods.14 

Article 32: The Right to Constitutional Remedies 

Article 32 of the Indian Constitution, often referred to as the “heart and soul” of the Constitution by Dr. 

B.R. Ambedkar, guarantees the right to constitutional remedies, allowing individuals to approach the Supreme 

Court directly for the enforcement of fundamental rights. Article 32 empowers the Supreme Court to issue 

directions, orders, or writs, including habeas corpus, mandamus, prohibition, quo warranto, and certiorari, for 

the enforcement of these rights. 

Judicial Activism through PIL is primarily built upon the power vested in the Supreme Court by Article 

32. The provision's broad scope allows the court to address any violation of fundamental rights brought before 

it, irrespective of whether the petitioner is directly affected. This flexibility has enabled the judiciary to entertain 

petitions filed by individuals or groups on behalf of others who are unable to approach the court, thereby 

expanding access to justice. 

In PIL cases like Hussainara Khatoon v. State of Bihar and Olga Tellis v. Bombay Municipal 

Corporation,15 the Supreme Court has exercised its powers under Article 32 to protect the fundamental rights of 

underprivileged sections of society. The court has interpreted Article 32 in a way that ensures it serves as a 

powerful mechanism for judicial activism, enabling the judiciary to intervene in cases where executive and 

legislative actions—or inactions—violate constitutional rights. 

Article 226: The High Courts' Power of Writ Jurisdiction 

Similar to Article 32, Article 226 of the Indian Constitution grants the High Courts the power to issue 

writs for the enforcement of fundamental rights and for “any other purpose.” This provision has allowed the 

High Courts to play an active role in promoting public interest causes and addressing issues of constitutional and 

social importance. High Courts across India have used PIL as a means to safeguard the rights of citizens, often 

taking up cases that involve local or state-level concerns, such as environmental issues, labor rights, and 

administrative malpractices.16 

Article 226 provides a broader scope of jurisdiction compared to Article 32, as it allows the High Courts 

to issue writs not only for the enforcement of fundamental rights but also for other legal matters. This expansive 

power has enabled the High Courts to intervene in a wide range of public interest matters, making PIL an 

                                                           
14 Constitution of India. (1950). The Constitution of India. Government of India 

15Olga Tellis v. Bombay Municipal Corporation, (1985) 3 SCC 545. 

 
16 Ibid. 

http://www.ijcrt.org/


www.ijcrt.org                                                      © 2024 IJCRT | Volume 12, Issue 10 October 2024 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT2410347 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org d41 
 

effective tool for judicial activism at the state level. High Court judgments like those in Vellore Citizens Welfare 

Forum v. Union of India17 and Sheela Barse v. State of Maharashtra,18 illustrate the use of Article 226 to address 

public interest issues related to environmental protection and the rights of prisoners, respectively.19 

Article 21: The Right to Life and Personal Liberty 

Article 21 of the Indian Constitution, which guarantees the right to life and personal liberty, has been 

instrumental in the development of judicial activism through PIL. Over the years, the Supreme Court has 

interpreted Article 21 expansively, extending its scope beyond mere physical existence to include the right to 

live with dignity, the right to livelihood, the right to a healthy environment, and the right to education, among 

others. 

The interpretation of Article 21 has allowed the judiciary to address a variety of socio-economic issues 

through PIL. Landmark cases such as Maneka Gandhi v. Union of India20 and Francis Coralie Mullin v. Union 

Territory of Delh,21i demonstrated the Supreme Court’s commitment to expanding the ambit of Article 21 to 

include a broad spectrum of rights necessary for leading a dignified life. These judgments provided a 

constitutional basis for the judiciary to act proactively in matters of public interest, including health, housing, 

education, and environmental protection. 

In the case of M.C. Mehta v. Union of India,22 the Supreme Court invoked Article 21 to protect the right 

to a clean and healthy environment. The court held that the right to life includes the right to a pollution-free 

environment and directed several regulatory measures for environmental protection. Such cases highlight the 

judiciary’s innovative approach to interpreting Article 21, enabling PIL to address diverse and evolving public 

concerns. 

Expansion of Fundamental Rights through Judicial Interpretation 

The Indian judiciary’s interpretation of constitutional provisions, particularly Article 21, has led to the 

expansion of fundamental rights through judicial activism. By interpreting the right to life in a broad and 

inclusive manner, the Supreme Court and High Courts have made it possible to address issues beyond those 

explicitly mentioned in the Constitution. Judicial activism through PIL has allowed the courts to fill legislative 

and executive gaps, ensuring that the fundamental rights enshrined in the Constitution remain dynamic and 

relevant to contemporary social challenges. 

For instance, in Vishaka v. State of Rajasthan, the Supreme Court used its power to issue guidelines for 

preventing sexual harassment in the workplace, effectively creating a new legal framework in the absence of 

existing legislation. The court’s proactive stance was based on the constitutional obligation to protect the right 

to a safe working environment under Articles 14, 19, and 21. This case set a precedent for judicial activism 

through PIL in the area of gender justice and women’s rights. 

                                                           
17 Vellore Citizens Welfare Forum v. Union of India, (1996) 5 SCC 647. 
18 Sheela Barse v. State of Maharashtra, (1983) 2 SCC 96. 
19 Basu, Durga Das. Introduction to the Constitution of India. LexisNexis, 2015. 
20 Maneka Gandhi v. Union of India, (1978) 1 SCC 248. 
21 Francis Coralie Mullin v. Union Territory of Delhi, (1981) 1 SCC 608. 
22 M.C. Mehta v. Union of India, (1987) 1 SCC 395. 
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The Principle of Judicial Review and Separation of Powers 

Judicial review, a key feature of the Indian Constitution, empowers the judiciary to review the actions of 

the legislature and the executive to ensure they are in compliance with constitutional principles. Judicial activism 

through PIL is an extension of this power, as it allows the judiciary to act as a check on governmental authority 

when it violates or neglects its constitutional obligations. PIL has thus become a mechanism through which the 

judiciary exercises its powers of judicial review in a proactive and innovative manner. 

However, the exercise of judicial activism must be balanced with the principle of separation of powers, 

which is fundamental to the Indian Constitution. The judiciary, while playing an active role in promoting social 

justice and protecting rights, must ensure that it does not encroach upon the domains of the legislature and the 

executive. The judiciary has acknowledged this limitation in various judgments and has laid down guidelines to 

prevent the misuse of PIL and ensure that it remains a genuine tool for public interest.23 

In State of Uttaranchal v. Balwant Singh Chaufal, the Supreme Court emphasized the need for 

maintaining the integrity of PIL and preventing its misuse for personal, political, or frivolous purposes. The court 

laid down guidelines for the proper functioning of PIL to ensure that it serves the purpose of judicial activism 

without violating the principle of separation of powers.24 

Impact of Judicial Activism through PIL in India: Successes and Challenges 

The emergence of Public Interest Litigation (PIL) in India has marked a significant transformation in the 

judicial landscape, promoting social justice, protecting fundamental rights, and ensuring accountability of the 

state. This section evaluates the impact of judicial activism through PIL, highlighting its successes and challenges 

across various domains, including human rights, environmental law, and socio-economic rights. 

1. Impact on Human Rights 

Judicial Activism through PIL has played a pivotal role in advancing human rights in India. The judiciary 

has actively intervened in cases of human rights violations, often taking cognizance of issues that other branches 

of government neglect. Several key areas illustrate the positive impact of PIL on human rights: 

 Protection of Marginalized Groups: The judiciary has consistently used PIL to protect the rights of 

marginalized communities, including women, children, and disadvantaged groups. Landmark cases like 

Vishaka v. State of Rajasthan,25 have led to the formulation of guidelines to prevent sexual harassment, 

while cases like Bandhua Mukti Morcha v. Union of India have helped address bonded labor and 

exploitation. 

 Right to Life and Dignity: The Supreme Court has broadened the interpretation of Article 21 to 

encompass a range of rights essential for a dignified life. In Maneka Gandhi v. Union of India, the Court 

held that the right to life includes the right to live with dignity, expanding the scope of fundamental rights 

to cover various socio-economic aspects. 

                                                           
23 Choudhury, A. "Public Interest Litigation and Its Impact on Human Rights." Journal of Human Rights Law and Practice, vol. 4, 

no. 1, 2017, pp. 23-45 
24 Ghosh, Prabhat. "Judicial Activism and the Role of Public Interest Litigation in India." Indian Journal of Public Administration, 

vol. 65, no. 2, 2019, pp. 125-138. 
25 Vishaka v. State of Rajasthan, (1997) 6 SCC 241. 
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 Access to Justice: PIL has democratized access to the judiciary by allowing any public-spirited 

individual to file petitions on behalf of those unable to approach the courts. This has resulted in increased 

awareness and advocacy for human rights issues, leading to significant judicial interventions. 

2. Impact on Environmental Law 

Judicial Activism through PIL has been instrumental in shaping environmental jurisprudence in India. The 

judiciary has recognized the right to a clean and healthy environment as part of the right to life under Article 21. 

Key impacts include: 

 Environmental Protection: The Supreme Court has issued several judgments emphasizing the need for 

environmental protection and sustainable development. In M.C. Mehta v. Union of India (Oleum Gas 

Leak Case),26 the Court established the principle of "absolute liability," holding industries accountable 

for environmental harm. This has led to stricter regulatory measures and increased awareness of 

environmental issues. 

 Judicial Pronouncements: The judiciary has taken proactive steps to address environmental degradation 

through PIL. In Vellore Citizens Welfare Forum v. Union of India, the Supreme Court ruled against the 

establishment of polluting industries and mandated environmental assessments before granting licenses. 

Such judgments have contributed to the evolution of environmental laws and policies in India.  

 Public Awareness: PIL has played a crucial role in raising public awareness about environmental issues, 

mobilizing civil society organizations, and encouraging citizen participation in environmental protection 

efforts. 

3. Impact on Socio-Economic Rights 

PIL has significantly influenced the recognition and enforcement of socio-economic rights in India. The 

judiciary's interpretation of constitutional provisions has led to important outcomes in this domain: 

 Right to Education: The judiciary's intervention through PIL has been pivotal in ensuring access to 

education for all children. The Supreme Court, in Unni Krishnan v. State of Andhra Pradesh,27 recognized 

the right to education as a fundamental right, subsequently leading to the enactment of the Right to 

Education Act, 2009. This landmark legislation aimed to provide free and compulsory education to 

children aged six to fourteen. 

 Healthcare Rights: The judiciary has also addressed issues related to health care through PIL. In 

Paschim Banga Khet Mazdoor Samity v. State of West Bengal,28 the Supreme Court held that the state 

has a duty to provide adequate medical facilities and that failure to do so violates the right to life under 

Article 21. This judgment underscored the importance of state accountability in ensuring the right to 

health. 

 Housing Rights: Judicial activism through PIL has led to significant rulings regarding housing rights. 

The Supreme Court, in cases like Olga Tellis v. Bombay Municipal Corporation, recognized the right to 

shelter as integral to the right to life, ensuring that vulnerable populations are not unjustly evicted without 

alternative housing. 

                                                           
26 M.C. Mehta v. Union of India (Oleum Gas Leak Case), (1987) 1 SCC 395. 
27 Unni Krishnan v. State of Andhra Pradesh, (1993) 1 SCC 645. 
28 Paschim Banga Khet Mazdoor Samity v. State of West Bengal, (1996) 4 SCC 37. 
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4. Challenges and Criticisms of Judicial Activism through PIL 

Despite its successes, judicial activism through PIL faces several challenges and criticisms that hinder its 

effectiveness: 

 Judicial Overreach: One of the primary criticisms of judicial activism is the potential for judicial 

overreach, where the judiciary may encroach upon the domains of the legislature and executive. Critics 

argue that the judiciary should not interfere in matters that are primarily the responsibility of other 

branches of government. In cases like State of Uttaranchal v. Balwant Singh Chaufal,29 the Supreme 

Court emphasized the need for restraint in PIL cases to maintain the balance of power . 

 Misuse of PIL: The increase in PIL petitions has led to concerns about misuse by individuals or groups 

for personal or political gains. Frivolous petitions can burden the judiciary and divert resources from 

genuine public interest cases. The Supreme Court has acknowledged this issue and has laid down 

guidelines to prevent misuse of PIL, emphasizing that PIL should not be treated as a tool for harassment 

or personal vendetta. 

 Lack of Implementation: While judicial interventions through PIL often lead to landmark judgments, 

the implementation of these judgments can be challenging. The lack of effective monitoring mechanisms 

and accountability often results in non-compliance with court orders, undermining the impact of judicial 

activism. For instance, despite numerous orders regarding environmental protection, compliance remains 

a significant concern. 

 Resource Constraints: The judiciary often operates under significant resource constraints, affecting its 

ability to address all PIL cases effectively. The increasing number of PILs filed, coupled with limited 

judicial capacity, can lead to delays in justice delivery and impact the overall effectiveness of Judicial 

Activism. 

Conclusion 

Judicial Activism through Public Interest Litigation (PIL) has emerged as a cornerstone of India's legal 

landscape, representing the judiciary's commitment to social justice, human rights, and the protection of the 

marginalized. The evolution of PIL reflects the judiciary's proactive approach in interpreting constitutional 

provisions to address pressing societal issues, ensuring that justice is accessible to all, regardless of their socio-

economic status. 

Throughout the decades, PIL has played a transformative role in various domains, including human 

rights, environmental protection, and socio-economic rights. Landmark judgments have not only highlighted the 

judiciary's role as a guardian of fundamental rights but have also contributed to the formulation of significant 

policies and legislation that enhance the welfare of citizens. The judiciary's interventions have empowered 

individuals and communities to seek redress for grievances, challenging systemic injustices and promoting 

accountability among public authorities. 

However, the journey of PIL is not without its challenges. Concerns regarding judicial overreach, the 

misuse of PIL, and the lack of effective implementation of judicial orders remain critical issues that threaten the 

integrity and efficacy of this judicial tool. As the number of PIL petitions continues to grow, there is a pressing 

need for legal reforms that establish clear guidelines for filing, enhance judicial capacity, and promote 

accountability in the implementation of court orders. Looking ahead, the future of judicial activism through PIL 

                                                           
29State of Uttaranchal v. Balwant Singh Chaufal, (2010) 3 SCC 402. 
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in India appears promising, yet it requires careful navigation. The judiciary must strive to strike a balance 

between activism and restraint, ensuring that its interventions remain within the framework of the Constitution 

while effectively addressing the evolving needs of society. Embracing technological advancements, expanding 

the scope of PIL to encompass contemporary issues, and fostering public awareness are vital steps that can 

enhance the effectiveness of PIL in promoting social change. 

Ultimately, the success of PIL as a tool for justice hinges on a collaborative approach involving the 

judiciary, legislative bodies, civil society, and the public. By working together, these stakeholders can ensure 

that PIL continues to serve as a powerful instrument for safeguarding the rights of individuals and advancing the 

cause of justice in India. As we move forward, it is imperative that the judiciary remains responsive, adaptive, 

and vigilant, reinforcing its role as a champion of public interest and a protector of democracy. 
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