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Abstract 

      This paper seeks to examine the disillusionment of the American Dream by analyzing Toni Morrison's portrayal of the 

African American family and community in Song of Solomon, Home, and The Bluest Eye. Employing Patricia Hill 

Collins' Black Feminist Thought, particularly the notion of intersectionality, this study aims to explore how Morrison's 

impactful narratives dissect the complex interplay of race, class, and gender that shapes African American identity and the 

dynamics within these communities. Utilizing Collins' framework, we will investigate how Morrison, using characters 

such as Pecola Breedlove in The Bluest Eye, challenges societal beauty standards and sheds light on the systemic 

oppression experienced by African American women. Pecola Breedlove's tragic desire for blue eyes in The Bluest 

Eye illustrates concepts like the Matrix of Domination, emphasizing the harmful effects of white beauty 

standards on Black self-esteem. The significance of The Other Mother and alternative support systems is 

examined in Home through Cee's network of resilient women who provide comfort and a sense of belonging. 

Additionally, Morrison challenges the Controlling Image of masculinity in Song of Solomon as Milkman Dead 
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grapples with societal expectations and seeks his own definition of manhood. Collins' concept of Black 

women's self-definition beyond survival is exemplified in characters like Ruth from Song of Solomon, who 

charts her own course as a healer and leader. By framing the characters' struggles and triumphs within this 

Black Feminist framework, this study highlights the enduring relevance of Morrison's work, providing a deeper 

understanding of the evolution of African American families and communities, while also acknowledging the 

lasting impact of Black Feminist Thought on both literary and social discourse. 

Key words: African American experience, Black Feminist Thought, Patricia Hill Collins, Matrix of 

Domination, and Communal Coping Mechanism 

Introduction  

Famed for her substantial impact on American literature and her Nobel Prize distinction, Toni Morrison delves 

deeply into the complex fabric of African American experiences with great wisdom. Her novels go beyond 

simple storytelling, providing meaningful examinations of individuality, history, the lasting effects of hardship, 

and the influence of societal pressures. Through her skilled writing, Morrison sheds light on the struggles and 

successes of African American existence, offering a nuanced and steadfast portrayal that contradicts prevailing 

stories. 

Patricia Hill Collins, a well-known advocate of Black Feminist Thought, provides a useful framework for 

analyzing Morrison's literature. This framework prioritizes the unique experiences and perspectives of Black 

women, acknowledging the complex interplay of race, class, and gender in shaping their experiences. Collins' 

scholarship underscores the concept of the ‘Matrix of Domination,’ which refers to the interlocking systems of 

oppression that Black women face. Furthermore, it underscores the importance of the ‘Communal Coping 

Mechanism,’ which highlights the resilience and mutual support within marginalized communities. 

This research delves into three of Morrison's notable literary works Song of Solomon, Home, and The Bluest 

Eye from the perceptive viewpoint of Black Feminist Thought. Song of Solomon tracks the journey of Milkman 

Dead as he embarks on a quest for self-discovery, grappling with his African American heritage and personal 

identity. This exploration evolves into a contemplation of the lasting impact of ancestry and the complexities of 

forging one's path within a broader historical context. In Home, the novel poignantly captures the effects of war 

and forced displacement. The story focuses on Frank Money, an African American soldier returning from war 

and facing emotional turmoil while navigating a racially divided society in search of belonging. Morrison 

utilizes Frank's struggles to depict the resilience of individuals in overcoming adversity and the enduring 

strength of family ties, even in the face of pervasive racial discrimination. 
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The Bluest Eye presents a strong critique of societal standards of beauty and the detrimental effects they can 

have on young African American girls like Pecola Breedlove. Set in 1940s Ohio, the novel exposes the 

interconnectedness of race, gender, and economic standing in molding an individual's identity and societal 

interactions. Morrison employs Pecola's heartbreaking story to challenge prevailing notions of beauty and offer 

a poignant portrayal of the psychological damage resulting from racial trauma and the acceptance of oppression. 

By analyzing these pieces of literature through the lens of Black Feminist Thought, the main goal of this study 

is to illuminate the nuanced brilliance of Toni Morrison's writing. We aim to explore how Morrison subverts 

traditional societal norms, brings attention to the complexities of African American identity formation, and 

depicts the unwavering resilience of families and communities in the face of continual adversity. Ultimately, the 

aim of this inquiry is to deepen our understanding of Morrison's enduring influence on literature and her vital 

role in depicting the richness and complexities of the African American experience. 

Toni Morrison, an acclaimed writer and recipient of the Nobel Prize, is widely recognized for her profound 

examination of the African American experience. Her novels do not simply tell stories, but instead offer deep, 

intricate analyses of identity, history, trauma, and the significant impact of societal systems. Morrison's writings 

expose the challenges and victories of African American existence, presenting a nuanced representation that 

questions prevailing narratives and illuminates the complex interplay of race, gender, and culture in the United 

States. 

When examining Morrison's literature, Patricia Hill Collins' framework of Black Feminist Thought provides a 

valuable perspective. Collins, an esteemed scholar and advocate of Black feminist theory, emphasizes the 

unique experiences and voices of Black women, illustrating how race, class, and gender intersect to form their 

existence. Collins introduces pivotal concepts crucial for comprehending African American experiences, 

especially through a feminist viewpoint. Her idea of the ‘Matrix of Domination’ refers to the intricate, 

interlocking systems of oppression that impact Black women and other disenfranchised groups. Moreover, 

Collins underscores the notion of the ‘Communal Coping Mechanism,’ which centers on the collective strength 

and mutual support that marginalized communities develop to endure and flourish in oppressive environments. 

This study analyzes three of Morrison's primary literary pieces— ‘Song of Solomon,’ ‘Home,’ and ‘The Bluest 

Eye’—using Black Feminist Thought to investigate the themes of identity, community, and resistance to 

systemic oppression. 
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1.1 Literature Review 

Toni Morrison's captivating novels have enthralled readers for decades, offering unflinching portrayals of the 

African American experience ‘Gates & McKay, 1987’. This review delves into the critical exploration of family 

and community within Song of Solomon (1977), Home (1986), and The Bluest Eye (1970). Here, we focus on 

how these narratives intersect with Patricia Hill Collins' concept of intersectionality within Black Feminist 

Thought (Collins, 2000). By examining existing scholarship, this review aims to illuminate the nuanced 

portrayals of resilience, challenges, and evolving identities woven into the fabric of Black families and 

communities within Morrison's literary world. 

Scholars have meticulously analyzed Morrison's work, praising her exploration of identity, heritage, the 

lingering effects of historical trauma, and the complexities of beauty standards within a society defined by race 

(Christian, 1985; McDowell, 1987). Her characters embark on journeys of self-discovery, confronting both 

internal struggles and external forces that shape their lives. These themes resonate throughout critical studies, 

with specific analyses focusing on the unique experiences of Black families and communities (Washington, 

1989). 

Academics specializing in literature have provided detailed interpretations of Morrison's portrayal of Black 

families and communities. For example, Washington (1989) delves into the importance of the family structure 

in Song of Solomon, emphasizing its influence on Milkman Dead's search for identity. Similarly, McDowell 

(1987) examines themes of female empowerment and community solidarity in Home, concentrating on the 

strength of Black women in the midst of the effects of war. These analyses establish a foundation for further 

examination of Morrison's writing from the perspective of Black Feminist Thought. 

Patricia Hill Collins' influential research on intersectionality and Black Feminist Thought provides a crucial 

perspective for comprehending the interconnectedness of race, gender, and class in influencing the lives of 

African Americans (Collins, 2000). Her ideas highlight the distinct viewpoints of Black women and the 

significance of knowledge in empowering marginalized groups. Through the utilization of this theoretical 

framework, we can achieve a more comprehensive understanding of the intricacies present within Morrison's 

fictional narratives. 

Many academics have successfully incorporated Morrison's literature with Collins' framework to provide deeper 

understandings of Black families and communities. Harris (2018) discusses Morrison's portrayal of 

intersectionality, specifically the intersection of race, gender, and class in shaping family relationships in Song 

of Solomon and Home. Mitchell (2015) delves into the role of patriarchy and the transformative nature of love 

in Morrison's writings, emphasizing the strength of Black women and the significance of community support, 
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particularly in 'The Bluest Eye. These analyses showcase the efficacy of utilizing Black Feminist Thought to 

illuminate the intricate dynamics of Black family and community structures (Harris, 2018; Mitchell, 2015). 

The existing scholarship on Toni Morrison and Patricia Hill Collins provides fertile ground for analyzing the 

multifaceted portrayals of African American family and community in Morrison's novels. By employing an 

intersectional lens informed by Black Feminist Thought, we can further illuminate the complexities and 

unwavering strength of Black familial bonds and the communal structures that sustain them within Morrison's 

literary landscape. Future studies might explore the influence of specific historical events or delve deeper into 

the psychological effects of racism on Black families. Ultimately, a deeper understanding of these dynamics 

enriches our appreciation of Morrison's enduring legacy and the intricate tapestry of Black life she portrays. 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

The aim of this research is to investigate the representation of Black families and communities in Toni 

Morrison's novels ‘Song of Solomon,’ ‘Home,’ and ‘The Bluest Eye’ using the perspective of Black Feminist 

Thought, particularly Patricia Hill Collins' concept of intersectionality. The goal is to enhance comprehension 

of Black family dynamics by examining how race, gender, and class intersect to influence family structures and 

relationships in each novel. Additionally, by analyzing these communities through Black Feminist Thought, we 

can explore their role in supporting Black families, promoting resilience, and navigating societal oppression. 

This study also aims to shed light on Morrison's enduring legacy by providing a deeper understanding of her 

depiction of the African American experience and her contribution to literature. 

1.4 Model of Analysis 

This study is based on Patricia Hill Collins' Black Feminist Thought as the primary framework for analysis. 

Specifically, our focus will be on the concept of intersectionality, which recognizes the interconnected nature of 

race, class, and gender in shaping individual and collective experiences within Black communities. The model 

will be applied by identifying how race, class, and gender interact and influence the lives of characters within 

each novel, particularly their roles within family structures and their experiences within the broader community. 

We will also examine how Morrison portrays the interconnected systems of oppression faced by Black families 

and communities in her novels, and investigate how Black communities in the novels provide support and 

resilience for individuals and families facing adversity. By utilizing this model, we aim to gain a more nuanced 

understanding of the complexities and strengths of Black families and communities within Morrison's literary 

world. 
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1. Application to Toni Morrison's Novels 

‘Song of Solomon’: This novel follows the journey of Milkman Dead as he seeks to understand his African 

American heritage and personal identity. Through Milkman's quest, Morrison explores the themes of 

ancestry, identity formation, and the tension between personal desires and communal responsibilities. 

Collins' framework helps illuminate how the legacy of oppression shapes individual and collective 

identities, as well as the importance of community and cultural memory in resisting erasure. 

In ‘Home,’ Morrison offers a moving account of war, trauma, and the quest for a sense of belonging. The 

narrative revolves around Frank Money, an African American soldier coming back from the Korean War, 

who grapples with emotional wounds and the difficulties of readjusting to a racially divided society. 

Through Frank's story, Morrison illustrates the tenacity of individuals in surmounting challenges and the 

lasting power of familial and communal ties, even in the face of widespread racial prejudice. Collins' 

Communal Coping Mechanism concept is especially pertinent in this context, emphasizing the importance 

of family and community in aiding individuals through adversity. 

‘The Bluest Eye’ is set in 1940s Ohio and offers a strong analysis of the damaging impact of societal beauty 

standards on African American girls, with a focus on Pecola Breedlove. The novel delves into how race, 

gender, and class intersect to shape identity and social dynamics. Pecola's tragic longing for blue eyes 

reflects the internalization of white beauty standards and the psychological toll of racial trauma. Collins' 

Matrix of Domination theory is useful for understanding the systemic oppression in Pecola's life and the 

broader societal context, while Black Feminist Thought challenges prevailing beliefs about beauty and 

value. 

Through the utilization of Patricia Hill Collins' Black Feminist Thought in the examination of Toni 

Morrison's novels, the goal of this research is to bring attention to the complex depths of meaning present in 

Morrison's literary works. The intention is to showcase how Morrison challenges traditional societal 

standards, delves into the intricacies of African American identity development, and illustrates the strength 

of Black families and communities in the midst of continual challenges. Ultimately, this investigation 

enriches our comprehension of Morrison's enduring influence on literature and her essential role in 

capturing the depth and variety of the African American experience. 
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2. The Matrix of Domination 

The sociological concept known as the ‘Matrix of Domination’ was created by Patricia Hill Collins, a 

prominent Black feminist theorist. This concept highlights the interconnected systems of oppression that affect 

individuals and groups in different ways based on their social identities. It underscores the idea that power and 

oppression are not experienced in solitude, but rather are intertwined and intricate. (Collins, 2000). 

The concept of the Matrix of Domination is fundamentally rooted in the idea of intersectionality, a concept first 

introduced by Kimberlé Crenshaw. It emphasizes the interconnectedness of various forms of social hierarchy, 

including race, class, gender, sexuality, and age, rather than treating them as separate entities. As Crenshaw 

discussed in 1989, these intersections result in complex dynamics of privilege and oppression. Collins, in 2000, 

identified four distinct domains of power within the Matrix of Domination: structural, disciplinary, hegemonic, 

and interpersonal. The structural domain encompasses institutional systems such as law, education, and the 

economy, which both perpetuate and maintain social inequalities. The disciplinary domain refers to bureaucratic 

practices and processes that regulate behavior and reinforce hierarchies. The hegemonic domain encompasses 

cultural norms, values, and beliefs that legitimize and normalize social inequalities. Finally, the interpersonal 

domain involves personal relationships and everyday interactions where power imbalances are manifested and 

felt. 

Individuals may experience subjugation and repression in different situations, and their encounters are 

influenced by a variety of factors. For example, a Black woman may encounter racial discrimination, sexism, 

and classism at the same time, each impacting her social reality in intricate ways (Collins, 2000). The Matrix of 

Domination is dynamic and flexible, meaning that power dynamics can change over time and in different 

contexts. This flexibility allows individuals and groups to also confront and defy subjugation in various ways 

(Collins, 2000). The Matrix of Domination promotes a comprehensive understanding of social inequality. It 

goes beyond single-axis frameworks that only consider one aspect of identity (such as race or gender) at a time. 

This holistic approach informs policies and advocacy efforts by emphasizing the need to address multiple, 

intersecting forms of discrimination simultaneously. Recognizing the interconnectedness of various oppressions 

can empower individuals and communities to build alliances and engage in collective resistance against 

systemic inequalities (Collins, 2000). 

It offers a thorough structure for comprehending the interconnectedness and mutual reinforcement of various 

forms of social oppression. It emphasizes the significance of addressing multiple dimensions of identity and 

power in the pursuit of social justice and equality (Collins, 2000). 
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3.1 The Matrix of Domination in The Bluest Eye 

Pecola Breedlove, the primary character in Toni Morrison's groundbreaking and thought-provoking novel The 

Bluest Eye, serves as an extraordinarily tragic and heartbreaking example that unequivocally highlights the 

immensely harmful impact of internalized racism and its profound influence within the inescapable Matrix of 

Domination. The deeply ingrained societal notion of white beauty, where physical traits such as mesmerizing 

blue eyes and flowing blonde hair reign supreme and are erroneously deemed as universally desirable, 

effectively and insidiously instills in Pecola the firmly held belief that her own beautiful Black features are 

inherently unattractive and unworthy of adoration.  

Consequently, this detrimental belief spawns an emotionally devastating cycle of self-loathing and an insatiable 

and desperate longing for acceptance and validation from a society that callously deems her Black 

characteristics as inherently undesirable and systematically marginalizes her. With her unparalleled literary 

prowess and undeniable talent, Morrison astutely and poignantly illustrates the deep-seated presence of Pecola's 

internalized racism and the profound emotional ramifications it has on her psyche through exquisitely detailed 

descriptions and powerfully evocative passages that sear themselves into the reader's consciousness. One 

particularly poignant example of this occurs on page 37, wherein Pecola engages in a heart-wrenching nightly 

ritual that transcends mere yearning for physical beauty: "Every single night, as the darkness envelops her and 

the world slumbers, Pecola softly presses her melancholy face against the icy solidity of the brick wall, her soul 

cast into the ethereal realms of prayer, passionately beseeching the heavens for one single gift - the gift of 

glorious blue eyes" (Morrison, 37). 

 Pecola's fervent prayers extend far beyond a superficial longing for societal acceptance and an elusive standard 

of beauty; they instead symbolize an agonizingly desperate plea for recognition, worthiness, and utmost 

validation within a society that tragically views her Black attributes as forever inadequate and undeserving of 

rightful admiration and respect. The sought-after blue eyes metamorphose into an astonishingly powerful 

symbol - not simply of superficial physical attractiveness, but emblematic of Whiteness itself and the societal 

acceptance and belonging it falsely represents. Additionally, Morrison subtly underscores the inherently 

manufactured and arbitrary nature of these oppressive beauty standards, effectively exposing their inherent 

flaws and the insidious repercussions of internalizing them through the character of Claudia MacTeer, a close 

friend of Pecola's who serves as an illuminating and stark contrast. Claudia valiantly and admirably resists the 

pervasive societal ideals with unyielding determination and unapologetic defiance. While Pecola is bewitched 

and consumed by the allure and supposed desirability of having striking blue eyes, Claudia boldly challenges 

and questions society's warped notions of beauty, poignantly stating, "'Who in their right mind desires eyes like 

that anyway?' Claudia would incessantly ponder, her voice teeming with unadulterated skepticism" (Morrison, 

82). 
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Claudia's refusal to submit to the hazardous beauty standards prevalent in society ultimately reveals their utterly 

arbitrary and capricious nature, while simultaneously shedding light on the catastrophic and far-reaching 

consequences that manifest when individuals internalize these standards and actively perpetuate their harmful 

influence. Morrison's masterful portrayal of Pecola's agonizing journey, woven intricately with the fabric of 

societal expectations and the soul-crushing weight of internalized racism, serves as a harrowing and potent 

reminder of the compelling need to dismantle the pervasive systems of oppression and eradicate the deeply-

rooted biases that perpetuate them. Through her searing and profoundly resonant prose, Morrison holds up a 

mirror to society, compelling us to confront the all-encompassing devastation such oppressive systems inflict 

and question the twisted ideals that continue to shape our perceptions of beauty, worth, and acceptance. 

Pecola's internal reflections reveal a deep and pervasive sense of self-hatred and hopelessness, providing a 

poignant insight into her troubled inner world. On page 23 of Toni Morrison's "The Bluest Eye," Pecola's 

contemplation of her appearance evokes a profound feeling of sadness and bewilderment, leading her to 

question her very identity. Her poignant inquiry not only exposes her intense self-loathing, but also sheds light 

on the harmful impact of internalized racism on her fragile self-esteem. The adults in Pecola's life, particularly 

her parents, significantly contribute to shaping her self-image, exacerbating her overwhelming despair. Amidst 

the tragic layers of her existence, she finds solace in the smallest of things - a ray of sunshine peeping through 

her bedroom window, illuminating the darkness that clouds her spirit. The warmth that gently caresses her skin 

becomes a fleeting sensation of hope, reminding her that even in the darkest corners of her world, there exists a 

glimmer of light that is worth holding onto.  

Pecola yearns for acceptance, for a love that transcends the color of her skin, and for a society that does not 

judge her based on predetermined notions of beauty. Her mother's personal struggles prevent her from offering 

the nurturing love and support that Pecola desperately needs, as she herself battles the demons of an unforgiving 

world. The echoes of her own fractured self-worth reverberate through their home, further deepening Pecola's 

longing for someone to understand her pain. It is in her mother's weariness that Pecola begins to understand the 

vicious cycle of self-loathing that plagues their existence. The weight of generational trauma, passed down from 

one Black woman to another, forms a heavy burden on Pecola's fragile shoulders. As for her father, his presence 

is a constant reminder of the harmful stereotypes that surround Black masculinity, perpetuating an atmosphere 

of negativism within their home. His words, dripping with venom, poison her perception of herself, poisoning 

her fragile sense of worth. Pecola's spirit withers under the weight of his belittling remarks, silently screaming 

for someone to show her a different way. Pecola's tragic journey serves as a powerful reminder of the harm 

inflicted by a society that unjustly equates beauty and worth with Whiteness.  

Through her story, Morrison urges society to confront and dismantle the oppressive systems that perpetuate 

destructive beliefs, calling for a more inclusive and compassionate understanding of beauty and value. It is 

through the tears that stain the pages of ‘The Bluest Eye’ that her voice resounds, demanding change, 
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demanding acknowledgement, and demanding that we question the very foundations upon which our 

perceptions of beauty are built. ‘The Bluest Eye’ serves as a compelling testament to the destructive effects of 

internalized racism, challenging readers to embrace a more inclusive and empathetic perspective. It is a mirror 

that reflects not only Pecola's struggle, but also the struggle of countless others whose voices whisper beneath 

the weight of society's expectations. It is a call to action, urging us all to examine our own biases, to unlearn the 

destructive patterns of thought that have plagued generations, and to weave together a tapestry of beauty that 

celebrates the uniqueness and worth of every individual, regardless of the shade of their skin. 

 In the expanded narrative of "The Bluest Eye," the pages come alive with the stories of those whose existence 

has been marginalized, demanding that we listen, that we learn, and that we work tirelessly to create a world in 

which self-love, acceptance, and the celebration of diversity are not just abstract ideals, but fundamental truths 

that shape our collective humanity. 

2.3 Matrix of Domination in Song of Solomon and Home 

In the novel Song of Solomon, Morrison delves deep into the intricate web of the Matrix of Domination by 

meticulously analyzing the multifaceted interactions of race, class, and gender within the vibrant and resilient 

Black community. Milkman Dead's arduous and transformative journey to unearth and embrace his ancestral 

roots is not merely a quest for self-discovery, but also a valiant effort to navigate and overcome the formidable 

racial and class divisions that have indelibly shaped his existence. Emerging from the bosom of a relatively 

prosperous Black family, Milkman is uniquely confronted with a distinct set of challenges, including the stifling 

constraints imposed by his lower-class background and the unwavering pressures of meeting and exceeding the 

lofty expectations imposed upon him by his family's legacy. His profound and ceaseless search for identity, 

belonging, and fulfillment is further enmeshed and complicated by the suffocating tendrils of racial biases, 

systemic injustices, and immutable economic inequalities that insidiously pervade and define the very fabric of 

his world. In the compelling and thought-provoking novel Home, Morrison masterfully delves even deeper into 

these thought-provoking and ever-relevant themes, skillfully elucidating and dissecting the devastating and 

intricate effects of racial discrimination and abject financial struggle through the powerful lens of Frank Money, 

a courageous and resilient Black veteran returning from the harrowing crucible of the Korean War. Frank's 

unyielding and relentless hardships, borne out of his indomitable spirit and unassailable determination, serve as 

stark and poignant illustrations of the heart-wrenching intersectionality of racial prejudice, systemic oppression, 

and unrelenting financial strife. As he valiantly faces and confronts the scathing crucible of societal prejudices 

and the unfathomable difficulties of reintegrating into a community that is tragically bereft of any real 

comprehension or empathy for his lived experiences, Frank's narrative becomes a searing and resonant 

indictment of the deeply entrenched and pernicious forces that seek to suppress, marginalize, and erase the 

indomitable spirit and irrevocable humanity of Black individuals.  
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Within the profound and poignant pages of Home, Morrison masterfully sheds a searing and illuminating light 

on the often-overlooked gender dynamics that quietly yet indelibly shape the lives and experiences of Black 

women within the boundaries of their own community. Through the compelling and introspective perspective of 

Frank's resilient and remarkable sister, Cee, Morrison artfully exposes the suffocating gender roles and societal 

expectations that are unjustly imposed upon Black women, thereby adding yet another layer of complexity to 

their tireless struggle for independence, liberation, and the unconditional respect that they undeniably deserve. 

As the narrative unfolds with masterful precision, Morrison ingeniously weaves a tapestry of strength, 

resilience, and indomitable spirit, as she vividly illustrates the myriad ways in which Black women ingeniously 

navigate and subvert the oppressive structures that seek to confine, diminish, and silence their inner power. 

Through the characters of Cee's fiercely empowering female friends, Morrison brazenly showcases the immense 

and unmistakable strength, perseverance, and unwavering solidarity that define the indomitable spirit of Black 

women within the suffocating confines of pernicious and oppressive structures. Morrison's literary genius 

reverberates and resonates within the intricate threads of both Song of Solomon and Home, as she 

monumentally emphasizes and underscores the profound and enduring impact of the Matrix of Domination on 

the intricacies of family dynamics, individual opportunities, and collective identity. In the exquisitely crafted 

character of Ruth in Song of Solomon, Morrison deftly defies and subverts the confining shackles of traditional 

gender norms, intricately portraying her as not only a remarkably skilled healer, but also as an inspiring and 

trailblazing leader. Ruth's embodiment of strength, resilience, and unyielding determination serves as a poignant 

testament to the infinite and boundless potential that lies within the hearts and souls of courageous Black 

women who dare to challenge and redefine societal expectations and preconceived notions. Similarly, in Home, 

Morrison artfully portrays and weaves a tapestry of unity, support, and empowerment through the unwavering 

presence and influence of Cee's remarkable female friends. These astoundingly vibrant and remarkable 

characters come together in a stunning display of collective strength, resilience, and unwavering determination, 

forging a sisterhood that serves as an unyielding beacon of hope and inspiration within the suffocating 

boundaries of oppressive structures and unjust societal expectations. 

 Their unwavering commitment to uplifting and empowering one another resoundingly underscores the 

immense power and indomitable spirit that manifest within the hearts and souls of Black women, even amidst 

the relentless challenges posed by the Matrix of Domination. Despite the seemingly insurmountable limitations 

hoisted upon them by the powerful and oppressive grip of the Matrix, Morrison's fiercely resilient and 

indomitable characters always find ways to courageously challenge, confront, and defy the suffocating shackles 

that seek to confine and dehumanize them. They carve out their own unique paths to strength, unity, and 

liberation, defying and subverting the pervasive forces that seek to silence, diminish, and erase their collective 

humanity and indelible essence. With unrivaled skill and breathtaking narrative precision, Morrison's 

exquisitely interwoven stories vividly and unapologetically divulge the convoluted and intricate nature of the 

Matrix of Domination, seamlessly weaving innumerable narrative strands that deftly expose the undeniable 
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interconnectedness of race, class, and gender. Through the poignant and deeply resonant experiences of her 

masterfully rendered characters, Morrison unfurls a triumphant and poetic ode to the unyielding spirit and 

innate resilience that thrives within marginalized communities. She shines an unwavering spotlight on the 

pervasive presence of systemic oppression, while simultaneously accentuating the unwavering ability for 

resistance and enduring resilience that persistently flickers and burns within the indomitable souls of those who 

have been unjustly marginalized and silenced. 

3.3 The Other Mother and The Communal Coping Mechanism 

Patricia Hill Collins, a renowned scholar, introduces the groundbreaking concepts of the "Other Mother" and the 

"Communal Coping Mechanism" as integral elements of her comprehensive analysis of Black feminist thought. 

The term "Other Mother" encompasses the profound role played by women who willingly embrace maternal 

responsibilities for children who may not be their biological offspring. These remarkable women, often relatives 

or esteemed members of the community, graciously provide indispensable emotional, social, and practical 

support, ensuring the nurturing and proper upbringing of children within their shared community (Collins, 

2000). This exemplary pattern emphasizes the utmost significance of collective child-rearing and the 

tremendous power held within shared responsibilities, particularly in circumstances where individual resources 

may be limited or restricted. The concept of the "Communal Coping Mechanism" embodies the collaborative 

efforts made by Black communities to effectively address and alleviate the pervasive effects of systemic 

oppression and social marginalization. These tireless endeavors encompass a myriad of strategies, including the 

generous sharing of resources, the provision of steadfast emotional support, and the establishment of robust 

networks built upon solidarity and resilience. By fostering an interdependence rooted in communal bonds and 

reciprocal assistance, Black communities fortify themselves, empowering one another to courageously confront 

the profound obstacles wrought by racism, poverty, and a multitude of other insidious forms of discrimination 

(Collins, 2000). In this unparalleled framework, the collective strength derived from unity and mutual aid 

becomes the essential weapon wielded against the forces seeking to undermine their collective liberation and 

well-being. 

 

In her critically acclaimed and groundbreaking novel Home, the renowned and celebrated author Toni Morrison 

masterfully and poignantly depicts the profound significance and transformative power of women extending 

genuine and unwavering mutual assistance, as exemplified through the captivating portrayal of the resilient and 

indomitable protagonist Cee and her extraordinary circle of wise, compassionate, and inspiring female 

companions. Through a captivating narrative that brims with emotional depth and nuance, Morrison invites 

readers into a spellbinding world where the bonds of sisterhood and the unwavering support of kindred spirits 

become the healing balm that mends the wounds of the past and ignites the flames of hope for a brighter future. 

Upon Cee's return from unspeakably distressing events that had threatened to shatter her spirit and drown her in 

http://www.ijcrt.org/


www.ijcrt.org                                                     © 2024 IJCRT | Volume 12, Issue 9 September 2024 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT2409711 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org g369 
 

despair, she is blessed to discover solace, comfort, and restoration within an extraordinary community of 

formidable women who possess an innate ability to provide nurturing guidance, profound insights, and an 

unwavering sense of empathetic backing. These remarkable women, who embody the profound and timeless 

essence of the "Other Mother" archetype, stand as pillars of strength and play an indispensable role in Cee's 

journey towards recovery and self-discovery. Through their unwavering presence and tireless efforts, they 

bestow upon Cee the precious gifts of practical wisdom, including the profound knowledge of herbal remedies 

and the delicate art of sewing, while simultaneously nurturing her self-esteem and fostering a profound sense of 

belonging and acceptance. 

 The luminous tapestry of the female support network within the pages of Home serves as an extraordinary 

testament to the collective strength that can be found within the ranks of a united and compassionate 

community. In the face of personal and collective challenges, the unbreakable bonds that unite these women act 

as a powerful and transformative force—a communal method for coping and surmounting the seemingly 

insurmountable obstacles that life often places in their path. It is within this sacred space that Cee finds herself 

on the path to reconstruction and, ultimately, the restoration of her innate resilience—an inspiring journey that 

embodies the inherent power and beauty that lies within the realm of shared experiences, interconnectedness, 

and interdependence. Morrison's incisive and poignant representation in Home serves as an illuminating 

testament to the intrinsic power and boundless resilience of Black women, revealing that their unyielding 

strength is not solely derived from their individual fortitude, but also from their remarkable capacity to offer 

unparalleled support, unwavering encouragement, and unconditional love to one another. As the pages turn, 

Morrison skillfully unveils the resounding truth that it is through the transformative and awe-inspiring act of 

uplifting and empowering those around us that we, as individuals and as a collective, can emerge from the 

darkness of our own traumas and embrace the radiant promise of a hopeful and triumphant future—a future 

steeped in the unbreakable solidarity, communal unity, and the resolute spirit of the incredible women who 

grace the pages of this unforgettable literary masterpiece. 

4. Forms of Support Systems Within the Black Community in Song of Solomon and The Bluest Eye 

In her widely celebrated literary works, Song of Solomon and The Bluest Eye, Morrison masterfully delves into 

a multitude of interconnected and deeply rooted support networks that exist within the Black community. 

Through her storytelling prowess, she passionately emphasizes the paramount significance of extended families, 

compassionate neighbors, and visionary community leaders. By shining a luminous spotlight on these 

intricately woven webs of support, Morrison skillfully illuminates the fabric of Black communities and the 

critical role they play in the lives of their inhabitants. Within the pages of Song of Solomon, the evocative 

narrative centers around the Dead family, providing a profound illustration of the invaluable nature of extended 

familial bonds and ancestral ties. Through the enthralling odyssey of Milkman, our protagonist, we bear witness 

to his compelling quest for self-discovery and an unwavering sense of belonging that transcends the boundaries 
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of his immediate kinship. It is through his ardent exploration of his familial heritage and the deeply resonant 

stories of his ancestors that Milkman truly comprehends the depths of his own identity and his indelible place 

within the vibrant tapestry of the community that surrounds him (Morrison, 1977).  

An instrumental figure in this transformative journey is Milkman's remarkable aunt, Pilate. As a non-conformist 

matriarch and a luminous spiritual guide, Pilate bestows upon Milkman and countless others in the community 

immeasurable wisdom, unwavering guidance, and a profound connection to their cultural roots. Her formidable 

presence and awe-inspiring actions serve as an exquisite embodiment of the indispensability of extended 

familial connections and the unparalleled communal support they provide (Morrison, 1977). 

 In ‘The Bluest Eye’, Morrison artistically explores the intrinsic importance of the neighborhood as an 

irreplaceable wellspring of support for the Breedlove family and countless others. The compelling characters 

that grace the narrative, such as Mrs. MacTeer, the loving and nurturing mother of Claudia and Frieda, stand as 

embodiment of care and unwavering aid, readily available whenever called upon. When tragedy befalls Pecola's 

little one, the community unites in a poignant display of imperfect yet deeply heartfelt support, underscoring 

their shared sense of responsibility and boundless empathy (Morrison, 1970).  

Moreover, amongst the cast of profound community figures, Morrison skillfully introduces the enigmatic 

Soaphead Church, a character characterized by his flaws. However, even amidst imperfection, Church 

represents the multifarious ways in which individuals strive to find solace, guidance, and support within the 

intricate tapestry of their community. Through Morrison's profound examination of these alternative support 

systems, she artfully underscores the indomitable resilience of Black communities in the face of entrenched 

systemic oppression. Be it through the embrace of extended family, the open arms of compassionate neighbors, 

or the inspiration derived from revered community leaders, these invaluable support networks offer critical 

emotional succor, indispensable social connection, and vital practical aid, deftly enabling individuals to 

confront and triumph over the formidable challenges imposed by the omnipresent Matrix of Domination 

(Collins, 2000). 

5. White Supremacist Beauty Standard in The Bluest Eye 

Toni Morrison's seminal and brilliantly crafted novel, ‘The Bluest Eye’, delves into the profound and far-

reaching implications of white supremacist beauty norms that relentlessly undermine the self-worth and identity 

of Black individuals. Through the character of Pecola Breedlove, Morrison masterfully illustrates the 

devastating consequences of internalizing these pervasive ideals, which inflict immense psychological harm. 

Pecola's relentless exposure to society's relentless messaging that equates beauty exclusively with whiteness, 

specifically idolizing blue eyes, blonde hair, and fair skin, relentlessly cements her conviction that her own 

Black features render her unattractive and unworthy of love and acceptance. This pernicious belief system is 
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perpetuated through an array of channels, including the media, consumerism, and the attitudes of those around 

her, all of which conspire to chip away at her sense of self (Morrison, 1970) 

 The internalized racism that Pecola endures spawns an overwhelming yearning for blue eyes, symbolizing in 

her tortured psyche the ultimate embodiment of beauty and societal validation. Her unwavering conviction that 

possessing blue eyes will miraculously transform her life speaks volumes about the profound self-loathing and 

inferiority complex forged by the dominating cultural dictates of beauty standards. Through Pecola's harrowing 

plight, Morrison chillingly underscores the pernicious influence of these hegemonic images on Black identity 

and self-esteem. Simultaneously, the novel serves as an unflinching critique of the broader societal systems that 

perpetuate and uphold these detrimental ideals, peeling back the layers to expose the deeply entrenched, 

malevolent nature of these ingrained beliefs (Morrison, 1970). 

 In grappling with these themes, Morrison's ‘The Bluest Eye’ emerges as a sorrowful yet poignant testament to 

the enduring resilience of Black individuals in the face of an oppressively biased society. It serves as a rallying 

cry against the systemic injustices that corrode one's sense of self, evoking a collective consciousness to 

dismantle narrow conventions of beauty that devalue and marginalize vast segments of the population. Through 

her works, Morrison challenges readers to confront the uncomfortable truths nestled within the heart of society's 

beauty standards, ultimately beckoning us to reevaluate and redefine our notions of self-worth and collective 

acceptance. The Bluest Eye is an unyielding call for empathy, compassion, and the pursuit of genuine equity 

and justice for all. 

6. Impact of Racism on Family Structures in Song of Solomon and Home 

In Song of Solomon and Home, Morrison explores the profound impact of racism on Black family structures, 

particularly highlighting the absence of strong male figures and the enduring consequences of slavery's legacy. 

In the novel ‘Song of Solomon,’ the dynamics of the Dead family illustrate the enduring impact of racism, 

particularly stemming from the legacies of slavery and systemic racism. The familial bonds have been fractured, 

and gender roles within the Black community have been distorted as a result. Macon Dead, the father of 

Milkman Dead, is depicted as a man deeply affected by the violent death of his father and the loss of his 

family's land, both of which are rooted in a history of racial oppression. Macon's focus on material success and 

his emotionally distant relationship with his family can be interpreted as a response to the emasculating effects 

of systemic racism, which aimed to undermine the traditional roles of Black men as protectors and providers 

(Morrison, 1977). 

In the novel Home, the influence of racism on family dynamics is also apparent. The depiction of Frank 

Money's experiences as a Black soldier coming back from the Korean War emphasizes the cumulative effects of 

racial trauma. The recurring theme of the absence of strong male role models is evident, as many Black men 

encounter dehumanization and emasculation as a result of systemic racism and economic marginalization. 
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Frank's struggle to rediscover his sense of identity and protect his sister, Cee, highlights the obstacles that Black 

men confront in a racially prejudiced society. The book also delves into the enduring impact of slavery, as the 

characters navigate a world still shaped by its cruel history (Morrison, 2012). 

Morrison's depiction of family dynamics illustrates how racism negatively impacts and unsettles Black family 

units. The lack of strong male role models, resulting from systemic oppression and historical trauma, greatly 

affects the emotional and psychological health of Black families. Morrison's writing emphasizes the strength of 

Black communities, showcasing how they confront and oppose these widespread influences, while also 

criticizing the societal systems that perpetuate these injustices (Collins, 2000). 

6. Beyond Survival 

According to Patricia Hill Collins, it is crucial for Black women to define themselves beyond simply surviving. 

This means reclaiming their identities, experiences, and stories from the stereotypes imposed by a 

predominantly white society. Self-definition enables Black women to express their own values, hopes, and 

realities, going beyond the constraints of survival mode imposed by systemic oppression. It involves a proactive 

and transformative approach to life, where Black women aim for empowerment, self-fulfillment, and the 

creation of new opportunities for themselves and their communities. This process of self-definition is essential 

for challenging and breaking down the Matrix of Domination, as it enables Black women to assert their 

humanity and agency in the face of systematic devaluation (Collins, 2000). 

7. Black Women Characters Who Challenge Societal Norms in Song of Solomon, Home and The Bluest 

Eye 

In Toni Morrison's Song of Solomon, Ruth Foster Dead is depicted as a character who defies societal standards 

through her roles as a healer and a leader. Ruth's journey is characterized by her efforts to uphold her self-

esteem and identity in the face of patriarchal and racist systems that aim to marginalize her. As a healer, Ruth 

embodies traditional knowledge and practices that tie her to her cultural heritage and community. Her role goes 

beyond traditional gender norms, positioning her as a central figure in her family's and community's well-being. 

Ruth's leadership and resilience demonstrate her resistance to societal expectations and her determination to 

establish a space of empowerment and influence (Morrison, 1977). 

In Home, Morrison depicts a network of Black women who support each other and challenge societal norms 

through their collective actions and solidarity. Characters like Miss Ethel, who takes Cee under her wing, and 

the other women who contribute to Cee's healing process, exemplify the strength and resilience of Black 

women. They provide care, wisdom, and practical skills, helping Cee rebuild her life after trauma. This network 

of women creates an alternative space where traditional norms are subverted, and collective empowerment is 

prioritized. Their actions highlight the power of communal support and the ways in which Black women can 

resist and redefine their roles in society (Morrison, 2012). 
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In the Bluest Eye, Morrison examines different ways of discovering self-value and identity by portraying 

characters who redefine their sense of belonging in a society that undervalues them. Claudia MacTeer is a 

notable example of challenging the prevailing beauty standards that marginalize Black individuals. Unlike 

Pecola, who internalizes these oppressive ideals, Claudia refuses to accept the idea that whiteness equals beauty. 

She symbolically dismantles white dolls as a rejection of imposed standards and as a way to assert her own 

sense of worth and identity. Claudia's story serves as a contrast to Pecola's, demonstrating the potential for self-

definition and resistance even in an unfriendly environment (Morrison, 1970). 

Morrison also depicts the community's part in nurturing a feeling of belonging and identity. Despite the 

systemic oppression and internalized racism, there are instances of collective unity and assistance that establish 

a basis for self-esteem. The relationships between characters, such as the MacTeer family's actions to shield and 

nurture Pecola, illustrate the possibility of different sources of recognition and identity. These communal 

connections, while frequently difficult and flawed, give a peek into how individuals can discover belonging and 

self-worth beyond the prevailing societal systems (Morrison, 1970). 

In these stories, Morrison emphasizes the significance of self-identification and the backing of one's community 

in surpassing the challenges of mere survival. The experiences of her characters illustrate the continued effort to 

achieve personal fulfillment and establish fresh opportunities for defining oneself and finding a sense of 

belonging amidst widespread oppression. 

8. Comparative Analysis of Themes and Character Developments Across the Novels 

Toni Morrison's novels ‘Song of Solomon,’ ‘Home,’ and ‘The Bluest Eye’ intricately intertwine the 

development of the African American family and community into their storylines. These books examine themes 

such as identity, trauma, resilience, and the quest for a feeling of belonging. This analysis delves into the 

character progression and themes within these three novels, emphasizing Morrison's depiction of the 

interactions within African American families and communities, and their reactions to various types of 

oppression. 

 

8.1 Family Dynamics and Ancestral Legacy 

In the novel ‘Song of Solomon,’ the dynamics within the family are significantly shaped by the inheritance from 

past generations and the pursuit of self-identity. The main character, Milkman Dead, is raised in a family 

characterized by material prosperity but emotional deprivation, propelling him on a mission to uncover his 

origins and comprehend the past of his family. Morrison depicts the Dead family as estranged from their 

lineage, symbolizing a departure from traditional values of the African American community that emphasize 

unity and family ties. The character of Pilate Dead stands out as the family member who upholds the oral 
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traditions and cultural inheritance, serving as a living link to ancestral knowledge. Her presence highlights the 

theme of reclaiming one's ancestry and the significance of acknowledging and embracing one's heritage for 

personal and communal restoration. 

‘Home’ delves into the strained relationship between siblings Frank and Cee Money, whose bond is strained by 

the effects of war and exploitation. Their journey back to Lotus, Georgia, their hometown, represents a return to 

their familial origins and the significance of community support in addressing personal and collective traumas. 

Morrison examines the concept of family as a source of both suffering and potential healing. The Money 

siblings' reconnection with their past and their efforts to reconstruct their lives highlight the resilience of 

African American families and the vital role of kinship in overcoming challenges. The novel underscores that 

home and family are not solely physical spaces, but also emotional and spiritual anchors that offer a framework 

for recovery and transformation. 

‘The Bluest Eye’ explores the Breedlove family as a representation of the harmful impact of internalized racism 

and societal neglect on African American households. Pecola Breedlove's wish for blue eyes symbolizes her 

longing for love, acceptance, and a sense of belonging, all of which she lacks within her own family. The 

family's dynamics are marred by violence, abuse, and neglect, highlighting the detrimental effects of poverty, 

racism, and a lack of community support. The novel critiques how systemic oppression and internalized racism 

can fracture African American families, leading to cycles of trauma and self-destruction. The comparison 

between the Breedlove and the more stable MacTeer family, who offer Pecola temporary refuge, demonstrates 

different responses to systemic pressures and the potential for resilience and solidarity within the African 

American community. 

 8.2. Community and Collective Identity 

In ‘Song of Solomon,’ Morrison highlights the significance of the African American community as a key 

repository of cultural heritage and defiance. The community acts as a backdrop for Milkman’s journey of self-

discovery, contrasting with his initial disconnection from his heritage. As Milkman delves into his family’s 

history and the broader African American experience, he becomes more integrated into the community and its 

hardships. The theme of collective identity is further underscored through characters such as Guitar Bains and 

the Seven Days, who symbolize a militant reaction to racial injustices. Morrison presents a multifaceted 

depiction of the community, portraying it as a source of support as well as a site of conflict, reflecting the 

complexities of African American communal life. 

In the novel ‘Home,’ Morrison underscores the significance of community as a means of strength and recovery. 

Lotus, a town initially associated with trauma for Frank, ultimately becomes a safe haven for both him and Cee 

as they endeavor to reconstruct their lives. The book exemplifies the idea of a "Communal Coping Mechanism," 

as articulated by Patricia Hill Collins, in which the African American community serves as a source of mutual 
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support and resilience in the face of institutionalized oppression. The collective effort to aid Cee in her recovery 

from trauma emphasizes the potency of collective care and unity in overcoming hardship. The community's 

capacity to provide shelter and renewal emphasizes the critical role of communal identity in African American 

culture. 

In ‘The Bluest Eye’, the community is depicted as divided and involved in maintaining harmful beauty 

standards and social norms. Morrison criticizes the absence of unity within the community and the internalized 

racism present in the African American community in Lorain, Ohio. Although characters like Claudia MacTeer 

and her family reject these norms and empathize with Pecola, the wider community does not protect or assist 

her, ultimately playing a role in her downfall. The book emphasizes the necessity of a more unified and 

supportive community framework to counteract the impact of systemic racism and internalized oppression. 

8.3. Resistance and Survival 

In the novel ‘Song of Solomon,’ we see various forms of resistance portrayed, ranging from individual defiance 

to coordinated efforts. Milkman's quest serves as a resistance against the loss of his heritage, while Guitar's 

participation in the Seven Days demonstrates a more aggressive approach to fighting racial oppression. 

Morrison delves into the conflicting types of resistance within the African American community, underscoring 

the challenges of addressing racial injustice. The book implies that genuine liberation stems from 

acknowledging one's roots and embracing a shared identity that respects history while opposing present 

oppression. 

‘Home’ illustrates resistance through the characters' challenges in asserting their dignity and autonomy in a 

society that sidelines them. Frank's comeback to Lotus and his attempts to rescue Cee from medical abuse serve 

as acts of resistance against both individual and systemic oppression. The book highlights the significance of 

personal bravery and community unity in defying dehumanization and regaining a sense of identity and 

belonging. Morrison depicts the African American community as a place of both past suffering and possible 

rejuvenation, where resistance is crucial and continuous. 

Resistance in ‘The Bluest Eye’ is depicted in a nuanced manner, often being overshadowed by the powerful 

forces of systemic and internalized oppression. Claudia MacTeer's refusal to conform to white beauty standards 

and her compassion for Pecola constitute acts of resistance against the devaluation of Blackness perpetuated by 

the dominant culture. Nevertheless, Pecola's tragic demise underscores the constraints of individual resistance 

without a cohesive and supportive community. Morrison scrutinizes the internalized racism and societal apathy 

that hinder effective resistance, stressing the necessity of a unified and self-empowered community response to 

systemic oppression.  
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8. 4. Empowerment and Disempowerment 

In ‘Song of Solomon,’ empowerment is intricately linked to self-awareness and a strong connection to one's 

heritage. As Milkman delves into his family's past and comprehends the importance of his cultural origins, he 

acquires a feeling of empowerment and direction. Morrison conveys the idea that genuine empowerment is 

derived from accepting one's identity and defying societal expectations to blend in. Characters such as Pilate 

exemplify this empowerment, acting as symbols of resilience and wisdom within their community. 

In the novel ‘Home,’ the concept of empowerment is depicted as a group endeavor, based on communal 

backing and common experiences. The support of the community in aiding Cee's recovery and enabling Frank's 

progress emphasizes the significance of unity and reciprocal nurturing in achieving empowerment. Morrison 

emphasizes the influence of community as a reservoir of fortitude and adaptability, capable of cultivating 

individuals and promoting a feeling of inclusion and direction. 

‘The Bluest Eye’ centers on the theme of disempowerment, with characters facing internalized racism and 

marginalization in society. Pecola's tragic desire for blue eyes symbolizes the ultimate disempowerment, as she 

internalizes harmful beauty standards imposed by a racist society. Morrison criticizes the societal influences 

that continue to perpetuate disempowerment and the community's inability to create a nurturing environment 

that encourages self-value and resistance. The novel stands as a strong condemnation of the societal systems 

that diminish the worth of Black lives and sustain cycles of trauma and disempowerment. 

Toni Morrison’s literary works including ‘Song of Solomon,’ ‘Home,’ and ‘The Bluest Eye’ provide a thorough 

and intricate analysis of the progression of African American families and communities in the midst of 

institutionalized oppression. Morrison uses her characters and storylines to explore concepts of identity, trauma, 

strength, opposition, and empowerment. While each novel offers a distinct viewpoint on these concepts, they 

collectively emphasize the significance of ancestry, community, and unity in overcoming hardship and 

achieving personal and collective empowerment. By examining these themes and character developments, we 

are able to gain a deeper comprehension of the complex dynamics of African American life as depicted by 

Morrison, highlighting her lasting influence on literature and her role in amplifying the nuances of the African 

American experience. 

9.  Incorporating Scholarly Perspectives and Theoretical Frameworks 

In order to gain a more detailed and thorough understanding of the portrayal of the African American family 

and community in Toni Morrison’s novels ‘Song of Solomon,’ ‘Home,’ and ‘The Bluest Eye’ it is helpful to 

incorporate insights from other scholars and theories. We can utilize not only Patricia Hill Collins' Black 

Feminist Thought and the Matrix of Domination, but also other theoretical frameworks such as Postcolonial 

Theory, Critical Race Theory, and Trauma Theory to enrich our comprehension of Morrison's exploration of 

identity, community, and resistance. By utilizing these perspectives, we are able to examine the themes and 
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character developments in Morrison's works through diverse viewpoints, thus enhancing our analysis of 

different aspects of African American life and experience. 

9. 1. Postcolonial Theory and the Legacy of Slavery 

Postcolonial Theory offers a valuable structure for examining the enduring effects of colonialism and slavery on 

the identity, family, and community of African Americans. Researchers such as Homi Bhabha and Frantz Fanon 

have delved into ideas like hybridity, mimicry, and the psychological consequences of colonization, which can 

be utilized to comprehend the intricate relationship between race, culture, and identity in Morrison's writings. 

‘Song of Solomon’: The application of Postcolonial Theory to "Song of Solomon" provides a more in-depth 

examination of how the enduring impact of slavery continues to influence the identities and experiences of 

African American characters. Milkman Dead's quest to uncover his ancestral roots can be analyzed within the 

framework of postcolonial identity formation, where the pursuit of self is intertwined with the history of 

displacement, cultural blending, and resistance against being overlooked. Bhabha's concept of the "third space" 

- a place where cultural significance is negotiated - is evident in Milkman's evolving comprehension of his 

identity as he navigates through various cultural and historical narratives. 

In ‘Home’, the characters' displacement experiences and search for a sense of belonging in a society that 

marginalizes them can be illuminated by Postcolonial Theory. Frank Money's return to Lotus, Georgia, and his 

efforts to reconstruct his life represent a struggle for self-definition and belonging in a postcolonial setting 

marked by historical trauma and systemic racism. The novel also delves into the psychological impact of 

colonial violence, as Frank contends with PTSD and the dehumanizing effects of war, echoing Fanon's 

examination of the psychological harm caused by colonization. 

‘The Bluest Eye’: The use of Postcolonial Theory provides insight into the internalized racism and yearning for 

whiteness displayed by characters such as Pecola Breedlove in ‘The Bluest Eye’ Pecola's longing for blue eyes 

reflects a desire for the perceived superiority and approval linked with whiteness, aligning with Fanon's idea of 

the "colonized mind." The book examines the far-reaching impact of colonial beauty ideals and the 

psychological harm endured by African Americans, especially women, who internalize these standards. 

9.2. Critical Race Theory and Systemic Oppression 

The Critical Race Theory (CRT) offers a valuable perspective for analyzing Morrison’s novels by focusing on 

the intersection of race and racism with other forms of oppression. Scholars, including Kimberlé Crenshaw, 

have stressed the significance of intersectionality in comprehending how various forms of oppression intersect 

and influence each other. 
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The critical race theory can be used to analyze ‘Song of Solomon’ in order to examine how the experiences of 

African American characters are influenced by their race, class, and gender. Milkman's journey is more than 

just a personal adventure, it is also a criticism of the systemic obstacles that African Americans encounter in 

their pursuit of identity and independence. Furthermore, the novel's examination of materialism, power, and 

privilege within the African American community resonates with the critical race theory's emphasis on internal 

racial dynamics and the intricacies of social hierarchies. 

"In the novel 'Home,' critical race theory (CRT) is used to emphasize the systematic racial oppression and its 

effects on African American veterans coming back from war. Frank Money's encounters with racial prejudice 

and isolation after returning from the Korean War illustrate CRT's focus on institutional racism and how 

African Americans are marginalized within the larger socio-political context. The book also delves into the 

interconnectedness of race, gender, and class in Cee's encounters with medical exploitation, highlighting the 

various forms of oppression that Black women face." 

‘The Bluest Eye’: Critical Race Theory is especially applicable to ‘The Bluest Eye,’ which examines the 

racialized ideals of beauty that marginalize African American girls such as Pecola Breedlove. The book reveals 

how institutionalized racism influences cultural norms and beliefs, resulting in the internalization of oppression 

and the depreciation of Black identity. Crenshaw's theory of intersectionality is apparent in the experiences of 

Pecola and other characters as they confront intersecting forms of oppression related to race, gender, and 

economic standing. 

9. 3. Trauma Theory and the Psychological Impact of Oppression 

Trauma Theory offers an additional analytical framework for studying Morrison's depiction of the 

psychological impact of racial oppression, violence, and displacement on African American families and 

communities. Scholars like Cathy Caruth and Judith Herman have explored the ways in which trauma is 

encountered, remembered, and shared across generations, all of which can be applied to Morrison's 

representation of her characters. 

‘Song of Solomon’ can be analyzed through the framework of Trauma Theory to reveal its focus on 

intergenerational trauma and the enduring impact of slavery and racial violence on African American families. 

Pilate and Macon Dead Sr. represent the lasting psychological effects of slavery and racial terror, while 

Milkman’s quest can be interpreted as an effort to address these wounds by uncovering his family’s past. The 

concept of trauma as an unassimilated event that reappears through repetition and haunting, as proposed by 

Caruth, is reflected in the novel’s portrayal of memory and storytelling. 

‘Home’ delves into the specific challenges of war trauma and its psychological effects on African American 

soldiers such as Frank Money. The book examines the signs of PTSD and the journey towards recovery, 

utilizing Trauma Theory to illustrate the enduring consequences of violence and displacement on personal and 
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group identity. Morrison depicts trauma as a shared and individual ordeal, implying that healing necessitates 

self-reflection and communal assistance. 

‘The Bluest Eye’: Trauma Theory sheds light on the psychological impact of systemic racism and internalized 

oppression on African American children such as Pecola Breedlove in the novel. It depicts the destructive 

consequences of racialized trauma, leading to the deterioration of family dynamics and self-worth. Pecola's 

unfortunate outcome demonstrates the recurring pattern of trauma and its capacity to devastate lives when not 

confronted by both the family and the community. 

9. 4. Feminist Perspectives and the Role of Gender 

Integrating perspectives from Black Feminist Thought, as expressed by Patricia Hill Collins, into a more 

comprehensive Feminist Theory can enrich the analysis of gender dynamics in Morrison’s novels. This 

approach highlights the intersection of race and gender in shaping the experiences of African American women 

and emphasizes the importance of gender in family and community dynamics. 

The novel ‘Song of Solomon’ can be examined through the lens of feminist theory to explore the representation 

of female figures such as Pilate Dead, who defy conventional gender norms and demonstrate fortitude and 

resilience in the presence of male-dominated suppression. Morrison's portrayal of Pilate as a formidable 

maternal figure challenges traditional gender assumption and highlights the significance of women's autonomy 

in African American societies. Collins' idea of "mother work," which encompasses the responsibility of 

nurturing and upholding African American culture and community, is exemplified in Pilate's role as a preserver 

of cultural heritage and historical legacy. 

In the book ‘Home,’ Feminist Theory discusses the gender-specific aspects of trauma and recovery. Cee 

Money's ordeal with exploitation and her subsequent journey to healing demonstrate how gender and race 

intersect to shape the experiences of African American women in facing oppression and building resilience. 

Morrison criticizes the patriarchal systems that marginalize Black women while emphasizing the significance of 

female unity and communal backing in overcoming trauma. The novel is in line with Collins' focus on the 

communal strategies for coping developed by African American women in response to intersecting forms of 

oppression. 

‘The Bluest Eye’: Feminist Theory is central to understanding the portrayal of young African American girls 

like Pecola Breedlove, who are subjected to both racial and gendered forms of oppression. The novel critiques 

the societal standards of beauty that devalue Black femininity and explores the impact of these standards on the 

psychological development of African American girls. Morrison’s focus on the intersectionality of race, gender, 

and class aligns with Black Feminist Thought and provides a powerful critique of the systemic forces that shape 

and constrain the identities of African American women. 
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By incorporating perspectives from Postcolonial Theory, Critical Race Theory, Trauma Theory, and Feminist 

Theory in conjunction with Patricia Hill Collins' Black Feminist Thought, we enrich our understanding of the 

themes and character developments in Toni Morrison’s novels. These theoretical frameworks provide diverse 

viewpoints for studying Morrison’s depiction of the African American family and community, highlighting the 

complexities of identity, resilience, and fortitude in the face of systemic oppression. This more nuanced analysis 

emphasizes Morrison’s enduring impact on literature and her pivotal role in representing the richness and 

diversity of the African American experience. 

 

10. Conclusion 

An in-depth examination of Toni Morrison's novels The Bluest Eye, Song of Solomon, and Home reveals that 

Morrison effectively critiques and exposes the complex mechanisms of the Matrix of Domination, as 

conceptualized by Patricia Hill Collins. Morrison's literature vividly demonstrates how interconnected systems 

of race, class, and gender give rise to layered oppression, as evidenced by Pecola Breedlove's internalized 

racism and desire for white beauty norms, the intricate dynamics within the Dead family, and the resilient 

community of women in Home. Through their hardships and resistance, Morrison's characters illuminate the 

profound impact of societal beauty standards, racism, and economic inequalities, while also emphasizing the 

vital importance of community support and self-determination. 

Toni Morrison's literature is of great importance due to its representation of the intricacies of African American 

life, illuminating the diverse experiences of Black individuals and communities within a system of oppression. 

Her stories delve into the profound psychological, social, and cultural effects of the Matrix of Domination, 

going beyond mere surface-level illustrations of racism. Morrison's characters confront internalized racism, 

financial hardship, and gender expectations, yet also find ways to resist, heal, and redefine themselves. Through 

the presentation of rich, multifaceted narratives that encompass both the challenges and resilience of African 

Americans, Morrison delivers a poignant reflection on the ongoing struggle for dignity, identity, and equality. 

The concept of Black Feminist Thought, as expressed by scholars such as Patricia Hill Collins, has had a lasting 

impact on understanding how race, class, and gender intersect to shape the experiences of marginalized groups. 

This theoretical framework has provided valuable insights into the ways systemic oppression operates through 

interconnected domains of power. By emphasizing the significance of self-definition, communal coping 

mechanisms, and resistance against controlling images, Black Feminist Thought provides tools for analyzing 

and addressing the complexities of African American life. When viewed through this perspective, Morrison’s 

literature not only enhances our understanding of these issues but also emphasizes the transformative potential 

of storytelling in challenging and dismantling oppressive systems. Through both theoretical and literary 
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contributions, Black Feminist Thought continues to inspire and inform efforts towards social justice and 

equality. 
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