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INTRODUCTION 

Asthma is a chronic inflammatory disease of the airways that causes recurrent breathing problems. It is 

characterized by variable airflow obstruction, airway hyperresponsiveness, and underlying inflammation of 

the airways. While asthma can occur at any age, it often begins in childhood and manifests as episodes of 

wheezing, breathlessness, chest tightness, and coughing, especially at night or early in the morning. 

Pathophysiology 

Asthma's pathophysiology involves several complex interactions, including: 

Inflammation: In asthma, chronic inflammation of the airways results from an abnormal immune response. 

Key players in this process include: 

Eosinophils: White blood cells that play a central role in the inflammatory response and are often elevated 

in asthma. 

Mast Cells: These cells release histamine and other mediators that contribute to bronchoconstriction and 

inflammation. 

T-Lymphocytes: Particularly Th2 cells, which produce cytokines (IL-4, IL-5, IL-13) that promote 

eosinophilic inflammation. 

Airway Hyperresponsiveness: This refers to the tendency of the airways to constrict too easily in response 

to various stimuli (e.g., allergens, cold air, exercise). This hyperresponsiveness leads to bronchoconstriction 

and is a hallmark of asthma. 

Airway Obstruction: Asthma causes inflammation and edema of the airway lining, increased mucus 

production, and bronchial muscle contraction, all of which contribute to reversible airflow obstruction. 

Airway Remodeling: Over time, chronic inflammation can lead to structural changes in the airways, such 

as: 

Thickening of the airway wall. 

Increased deposition of collagen. 

Hyperplasia of smooth muscle cells, leading to a permanent reduction in airflow. 

Symptoms 

Common symptoms of asthma include: 

Wheezing: A high-pitched sound during breathing, particularly on exhalation. 

Shortness of Breath: Often worsens during physical activity or at night. Patients may feel like they are 

unable to catch their breath. 

Chest Tightness: Described as a feeling of pressure or constriction in the chest. 

Coughing: Particularly at night or early in the morning, which can often be dry or accompanied by mucus 

production. 

Symptoms can vary in frequency and intensity and may be triggered by factors such as: 

Allergens (dust mites, pollen, pet dander) 

Irritants (tobacco smoke, air pollution, strong odors) 
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Respiratory infections 

Exercise, especially in cold air 

Emotional stress 

Diagnosis 

Diagnosing asthma  

Medical History: A comprehensive history that includes symptoms, frequency, triggers, and family history 

of asthma/allergies. 

Physical Examination: Listening for wheezing and assessing respiratory distress. 

Pulmonary Function Tests: 

Spirometry: Measures lung function, specifically the volume and flow of air during inhalation and 

exhalation; can identify reversible airflow obstruction. 

Bronchodilator Reversibility Testing: Assessing changes in lung function after administering a 

bronchodilator. 

Peak Expiratory Flow (PEF) Measurement: Monitoring peak airflow to detect variability and guide 

treatment. 

Allergy Testing: Identifying specific allergens that may trigger symptoms. 

 

BREATHING EXERCISE 

1. Belly Breathing (Diaphragmatic Breathing) 

Purpose: 

With diaphragmatic respiration, the system is to entail that occurs a dome-shaped muscle just below your 

lungs (diaphragm). This technique aims to facilitate better oxygenation by encouraging deeper, more 

efficient breaths via the use of the diaphragm thereby reducing feelings of shortness of beathelp. It also 

simplifies the relaxation process and relieves you from stress. 

How to Do It: 

Find a Comfortable Position: 

You can do this exercise seated or lying on the ground. Take a comfortable and upright body position to 

maximum of your lung capacity. 

Hand Placement: 

Place one hand on chest and the other on belly (diaphragm) It puts you in a position to feel that movement 

of your diaphragm when breathing. 

Inhalation: 

Inhale very slowly and deeply through your nose. You should pay attention to the expansion of your 

diaphragm, not your chest. You will see the hand on your belly rise as the hand on your chest appears not 

to move. This means you are using your diaphragm. 

Exhalation: 

 

Exhale at a slow rate through pursed lips. The controlled exhalation is going to further empty your lungs, 

thus fostering slower and deeper breathing. As you exhale, feel your belly drop as the diaphragm relaxes. 

Practice Length 

Now, continue this process of breathing for 5-10 minutes. It is very important to be as regular as possible 

with your pattern. Just breathe and feel your breathing. If your mind is wandering, then just let it be; it will 

fade away. You can do this exercise several times in the day for better results. 

2. Pursed Lip Breathing 

Purpose: 

Pursed lip breathing is a technique aimed at helping to control the rhythm and depth of breathing. It promotes 

extended exhalation, thus avoiding the trapping of air in the lungs; it relieves breathing efforts and permits 

adequate oxygenation. It forms a very important part in managing dyspnea. 

 

How to Do It: 

Get Comfortable: 

Sit comfortably. Release your neck and shoulder area from tension—this promotes good breathing. 
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Inhale: 

Inhale through your nose for a count of two. Inhale smoothly and steadily; your lungs need to fill up without 

straining. 

Purse Your Lips: 

After inhaling, purse your lips as if blowing a whistle. Do not tense or tighten the lips as it is unnecessary 

tensioning of the lips. 

Exhale: 

Exhale slowly and gently through your pursed lips for about four counts (or longer if you can stand it). Keep 

the flow in breathing steady in such a way that more control is gained over the breath to exhale. The more 

prolonged breathing out keeps air from lingering in the lungs and promotes better lung function. 

Repeat: 

Now, keep this pattern of breathing going for the next few minutes, staying focused on the rhythm in your 

breaths. You should be able to adjust the count for your inhalation and exhalation with regard to what feels 

natural for you and what you feel capable of accomplishing. 

 

Huffing Technique for Asthma 

 

What is Huffing? 

Huffing is a controlled breathing process to clear out the lungs of mucus without coughing forcibly. 

Bronchospasm, which includes tightening of the ways leading to lungs, makes the act of coughing very 

difficult for asthmatic patients. Huffing is the way to clear mucus effectively without straining the body like 

in ordinary coughing. 

Steps for Huffing: 

Find a Comfortable Position: 

Sit up straight in a chair or lean forward with your back straight. Keep your shoulders relaxed to enable the 

lungs to breathe easier. 

Relax and Breathe Normally: 

Take time to relax your body further by breathing normally. Stress exacerbates asthma, so the more relaxed, 

the better. 

Inhale: 

Breathe in slowly and deeply. Use diaphragmatic breathing, which means having your abdomen expand 

fully. It will help fill your lungs with air. 

Hold Your Breath: 

Hold your breath for 2-3 seconds. This is letting the air go deep enough into your lungs to break up any 

mucus that is there. 

Do the Huff: 

Your mouth should be slightly open and you blow out hard with a "huffing" cough sound. The force should 

come from your abdomen, not from your throat. You might compare this to blowing up a balloon to make 

a big, loud "ha" sound. 

This should be fast and self-controlled exhalation to eject air and mucus without straining your throat. 

Repeat if Necessary: 

You can repeat this huffing several times, especially if you feel that mucus prevails. After a series of huffs, 

take a few normal breaths to relax. 

Final Exhalation: 

After a series of huffs, you can finally exhale gently and a bit longer if necessary. This helps clear the 

remaining mucus. 

 

Coughing Technique for Asthma 

 

What is Coughing? 

Coughing is an automatic action to remove any irritation or mucus from the airways. In people with asthma, 

however, excessive coughing or coughing hard can trigger bronchospasm and worsen breathlessness. Thus, 

a technique that would least stressful to airways but most effective in clearing the mucus should be practiced. 

Steps for Effective Coughing: 

Prepare: 

Sit comfortably with good posture, sidewise, to give your lungs as much room to expand as possible. 

Relaxation: Take a minute just to relax your body and begin to put your mind at ease. Stress management 

will help to curb asthma, so ensure that you practice techniques for relaxation. Deep Inhale: Inhale slowly 
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through your nose, completely filling your lungs with air as if you were going to huff. Briefly Hold Your 

Breath: 

Hold your breath for 2-3 seconds, allowing the air to reach parts deeper in your lungs. 

Gently Cough: 

Cough two or three times. The most important thing here is that the cough shouldn't be hard or forceful. 

This should help rid you of the mucus without sending your asthma into a frenzy. 

A good technique is to have a "double cough": taking a breath and using the muscles in the abdomen to 

produce a quick two-part cough, the first cough looser and the second cough stronger. 

Keep hydrated: 

Drink at least a glass of water immediately after completing the process since hydration helps thin the mucus 

to make it easier to be expectorant. 

Use Bronchodilators if Needed: 

In case you feel that your symptoms of asthma are getting worse, you will use a quick-relief bronchodilator. 

 

 

METHODOLOGY 

 

Participants- The study consists of 50 participants, both male and female of age group 15-35 years who were 

assessed for asthma for greater than 1.5 year, having shortness of breath and cough. Subjects were already 

diagnosed with asthma by an pulmonologist. The subjects were excluded if they had ang other disease 

condition. Participants fit into the criteria and were divided into 2 groups. The subjects were divided and 

they were informed about the intervention. The duration of the study was 1 year.  

1st assessment was taken before treatment 2 MWT along with Leicester Cough Questionnaire (LCQ) were 

assessed on the 1st day of the treatment.  

Group A – included 25 subjects who were given breathing ex’s along with huffing and coughing. 

Diaphragmatic Breathing: 

Diaphragmatic breathing is a form of breathing that focuses on the activation of the diaphragm, a large 

muscle located at the bottom of your lungs. This allows any person to breathe more effectively and 

efficiently by giving the lungs room to expand to their full capacity for maximum oxygen exchange. Here's 

how it works: 

- Mechanism: The diaphragm contracts and goes downwards, making space in the thorax for expansion of 

the lungs. As a result, the air fills in the lower portion of the lungs and facilitates deeper and fuller breaths. 

- Technique: 

1. Position: Sit or lie on your back in a comfortable position with one hand on your chest and another on 

abdomen. 

2. Inhale: Slowly breathe in through your nose, as if you are pushing your stomach outward with your chest 

motionless. The hand on your abdomen should rise; the one on your chest should move relatively little. 

3. Exhale: Slow exhalation through the mouth, allowing the belly to drop in as the diaphragm relaxes and 

moves upward. 

4. Repeat: Continue this process, focusing on slow, deep breaths that engage the diaphragm. 

- Benefits: Diaphragmatic breathing can improve lung function, reduce stress and anxiety, allow for more 

oxygen intake, and naturally calm oneself. It is particularly of assistance to individuals who have breathing 

issues or those afflicted with COPD, since it strengthens the diaphragm and the efficiency of breathing. 

Pursed-Lip Breathing: 

Pursed-lip breathing is a simple yet effective technique to help with shortness of breath and provide better 

control of one's breathing. This approach involves simply the act of inhaling through the nose and exhaling 

slowly through pursed lips in a manner one would when whistling or blowing out a candle. How it works: 

- Mechanism: Pursed-lip breathing prolongs exhalation and hence builds up pressure within the airways, 

thus keeping them dilated for a longer period; more escape of air from lungs will be facilitated. So, the 

symptoms of breathlessness will reduce, and gas exchange will become more effective. 

- Technique: 

1. Inhale: Close your mouth and slowly inhale through your nose for two counts. 

2. Exhale: Pucker up the lips as though to whistle, slowly and smoothly exhale through the lips for some 

four counts. The exhalation is twice as long as the inhalation. 

3. Repeat: Continue this process, focusing on slow breaths that are controlled. 

- Benefits: Pursed-lip breathing reduces breathlessness, improves oxygenation, improves exercise tolerance, 

and engenders a feeling of relaxation. The collapse of airway may also be prevented from happening, thus 

helping a person with some respiratory conditions to breathe easily. 
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Diaphragmatic and pursed-lip breathing are techniques of importance in the management of respiratory 

symptoms and improvement in pulmonary function, overall health optimization, mainly in patients with 

chronic respiratory conditions. 

Huffing and coughing are skills to help people clear mucus from the lungs. They are highly effective in 

using people with chronic respiratory conditions like COPD (chronic obstructive pulmonary disease), 

bronchitis, or cystic fibrosis, for these patients to remain free of infectious agents in their airway system. 

Here is a description of each: 

 

Huffing 

Huffing or huff cough, is sometimes referred to as a "forced expiration technique" and is intended to 

mobilize and shift mucus from the smaller airways into the large ones where it can be more easily coughed 

out. 

 

Mechanism: Huffing is defined as a medium inspiration followed by a forced exhalation through an open 

mouth, for example, attempting to fog up a mirror. This generates a controlled airflow, which can further 

aid in the elevation of mucus without collapsing airways, as may occur during a strong cough. 

 

Technique: 

Inhale: Medium breath in through the nose or mouth, halfway filling the lungs. 

Exhale: Allow the air to slowly escape through your mouth while you exhale, except rather forcible but not 

too hard, similar to saying "ha," without closing your throat or lips. This is good for moving mucus from 

the smaller airways. 

Repeat: If necessary, do several huffs in succession, stopping between them to get your breath back and to 

avoid becoming fatigued or dizzy. 

Follow-up: After huffing, you feel like coughing. This is to help the airways clear the mucus that has moved 

into the larger airways. 

Advantages: Huffing is less demanding and strenuous compared to coughing; it reduces the possibility of 

the closing of the airway, thus a very effective technique for removing mucus, especially in patients with 

chronic respiratory difficulties. 

Coughing 

Coughing is one of the natural reflexes that serves to get rid of mucus and the irritants in the airways. It can 

be a voluntary or involuntary action triggered by the presence of mucus, irritants, or foreign particles in the 

respiratory system. 

 

Mechanism: During the act of coughing, the glottis is closed for the moment in which action the diaphragm 

and the chest muscles are contracting. Thus, the chest is pressurized; on opening of the glottis, the built air 

comes out under pressure forcing out with it the mucus or any other irritant. 

 

Technique: 

Inhale: Take a very deep breath and fill your lungs with air. 

Cough: Forcibly close your glottis, and then as powerfully as possible while tensing the abdomen and chest 

walls, expel the air from your mouth to the exterior, thus pushing outwards mucus-containing air in the 

conducting portions of the lungs. 

Repeat: As necessary, repeat this cycle until you feel the mucus has cleared. Huffing is often followed by a 

cough that clears the mucus brought up to the larger airways. 

Benefits: Coughing is among the most efficacious ways to remove mucus from the breathing passages. It 

helps prevent the infection while supporting an amelioration in the breathing process. 

Group B – included 25 subjects who were given conservative physiotherapy. 

In that postural drainage and chest precussion   
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RESULTS 

 

 

AGE DISTRIBUTION IN SUBJECTS  

S.No Age in years GROUP A GROUP B 

  No % No % 

1 15-25 5 20 9 36 

2 21-25 12 48 9 36 

3 26-30 4 16 4 16 

4 31-35 4 16 4 16 

MEAN  6.25 6.5 

SD 3.34477204 2.5 

P VALUE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

GENDER DISTRIBUTION IN SUBJECTS  

S.No Gender GROUP A GROUP B 

  No % No % 

1 MALE 15 60 12 48 

2 FEMALE 10 40 13 52 
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GROUP A 

S.no No of patients 2MWT LCQ 

  PRE POST PRE POST 

1 P1 104 185 63 19 

2 P2 117 173 77 14 

3 P3 136 192 85 8 

4 P4 142 178 42 22 

5 P5 123 199 96 11 

6 P6 107 177 58 17 

7 P7 145 182 91 6 

8 P8 132 168 68 25 

9 P9 111 194 49 12 

10 P10 128 188 73 9 

11 P11 139 175 82 21 

12 P12 119 180 56 15 

13 P13 150 197 94 7 

14 P14 101 172 65 18 

15 P15 135 183 88 10 

16 P16 124 190 41 20 

17 P17 115 176 72 13 

18 P18 149 169 80 16 

19 P19 108 191 97 23 

20 P20 126 174 57 24 

21 P21 140 181 66 5 

22 P22 113 200 45 20 

23 P23 122 179 99 18 

24 P24 146 195 53 12 

25 P25 130 187 75 15 

MEAN  126.48 183.4 70.88 15.2 

SD 14.40311 9.312357 17.55 5.699123 

T STATS -16.26 13.5 

P VALUE 1.85*10^-14 1.05*10^-12 
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GROUP B 

S.no No of patients 2MWT LCQ 

  PRE POST PRE POST 

1 P1 123 165 83 27 

2 P2 107 171 91 22 

3 P3 135 158 72 35 

4 P4 112 175 65 19 

5 P5 140 153 97 30 

6 P6 128 162 78 25 

7 P7 115 179 66 18 

8 P8 130 155 88 33 

9 P9 101 168 73 20 

10 P10 119 172 95 29 

11 P11 134 151 61 15 

12 P12 109 176 79 24 

13 P13 125 159 92 32 

14 P14 117 164 87 21 

15 P15 138 170 68 26 

16 P16 104 161 75 28 

17 P17 121 177 85 17 

18 P18 113 154 74 23 

19 P19 132 167 64 31 

20 P20 99 152 90 34 

21 P21 126 180 100 16 

22 P22 137 157 62 24 

23 P23 110 174 69 19 

24 P24 103 160 81 22 

25 P25 129 178 84 30 

MEAN  120.28 165.52 79.16 24.8 

SD 12.29153 9.126314 11.36901 5.796551 

T STATS 13.37 -23.48 

P VALUE 1.28*10^-12 4.56*10^-18 

http://www.ijcrt.org/


www.ijcrt.org                                                  © 2024 IJCRT | Volume 12, Issue 8 August 2024 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT2408525 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org e819 
 

 

 

 

http://www.ijcrt.org/


www.ijcrt.org                                                  © 2024 IJCRT | Volume 12, Issue 8 August 2024 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT2408525 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org e820 
 

 Discussion 

 

Asthma is a chronic respiratory condition characterized by airway inflammation, bronchoconstriction, and 

increased mucus production, often leading to difficulty in breathing. One of the major challenges in 

managing asthma, especially during exacerbations, is the effective removal of secretions from the airways. 

The incorporation of breathing exercises, huffing, and coughing into the care routine can be a valuable 

adjunctive therapy in enhancing airway clearance and improving pulmonary function. 

 

 Mechanisms of Action 

 

Breathing exercises, including diaphragmatic and pursed-lip breathing, are primarily aimed at optimizing 

lung mechanics and improving ventilation. These techniques can help reduce the work of breathing, 

enhance gas exchange, and potentially increase overall lung capacity. By promoting more effective 

inhalation and exhalation, breathing exercises may facilitate the mobilization of mucus and secretions 

within the airways. 

 

Huffing and coughing, on the other hand, are vital mechanisms for airway clearance. Coughing is an 

involuntary reflex that helps expel secretions and irritants from the respiratory tract. Huffing, which is a 

forced exhalation without closing the glottis, serves as a gentler means of mobilizing mucus, especially in 

those who may have a reduced ability to cough effectively due to airway obstruction or fatigue. 

 

When used together, breathing exercises can prepare the lungs for more effective coughing and huffing by 

reducing airway resistance and increasing lung volumes. This synergy between the two techniques may 

lead to more efficient clearance of secretions. 

 

 Clinical Implications 

 

Studies have indicated that patients with asthma often have difficulty expelling mucus due to airway 

constriction and inflammation. Implementing a regimen that includes breathing exercises along with 

huffing and coughing may improve the patients' ability to mobilize and expectorate mucus. This can result 

in a decrease in the frequency and severity of asthma attacks, as well as improved asthma control and 

quality of life. 

 

For clinicians, integrating these therapeutic techniques into patient education can empower individuals 

with asthma to take an active role in managing their condition. Breath control techniques offer a non-

pharmacological approach to complement standard asthma treatments, potentially reducing the reliance on 

bronchodilators and corticosteroids. 

 

In integrating breathing exercises with huffing and coughing represents a promising adjunctive strategy 

for managing asthma, particularly in enhancing the removal of secretions. This approach not only aids in 

physical airway clearance but also empowers patients to have better control over their condition. As we 

continue to explore the complex nature of asthma, the efficacy of comprehensive management strategies 

that include both pharmacological and non-pharmacological interventions will be crucial in optimizing 

patient outcomes and improving quality of life. 

 

 

 

 Limitations 

 

1. Sample Size: The study may have a limited sample size, which could restrict the generalizability of the 

findings. A small participant pool can hinder the ability to draw definitive conclusions regarding the 

effectiveness of the intervention across diverse populations. 

 

2. Short Duration: If the duration of the study is relatively short, it may not adequately capture the long-

term effects of breathing exercises and huffing/coughing techniques on mucus clearance and overall 

asthma management. 
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3. Subject Variability: The study may not account for individual variability in asthma severity, triggers, 

and concurrent medications, which could influence the efficacy of the interventions. Variability in patient 

adherence to techniques could further impact outcomes. 

 

4. Lack of Control Group: If there is no appropriately matched control group that receives no intervention, 

it may be challenging to distinguish the specific effects of breathing exercises and airway clearance 

techniques from other factors influencing mucus production and clearance. 

 

5. Measurement Limitations: The methods used to assess mucus clearance (such as subjective measures or 

self-reported outcomes) may not provide an objective measure of effectiveness. Objective measures, such 

as imaging or biochemical markers, may yield more reliable data. 

 

6. Instructor Dependency: The quality and consistency of instruction provided to participants on breathing 

exercises and airway clearance techniques may vary, which could influence the outcomes. Standardization 

of training would be required for replicability. 

 

 Suggestions 

 

1. Larger, Multicenter Trials: Conducting larger-scale, multicenter studies would help to validate findings 

and improve generalizability across different populations and healthcare settings. 

 

2. Longitudinal Studies: Future research should consider longer follow-up periods to assess the lasting 

effects of the interventions on mucus clearance, lung function, and overall asthma control. 

 

3. Diverse Participant Demographics: Incorporating a more diverse participant pool, including various age 

groups, asthma severity levels, and comorbid conditions, can provide insight into the broader applicability 

of the interventions. 

 

4. Incorporate Control Groups: Including a well-defined control group that does not receive any 

intervention, as well as a group receiving only conventional treatments, would strengthen the study design 

and allow for more precise comparisons. 

 

5. Objective Measurement Tools: Utilizing objective assessment tools, such as lung function tests (e.g., 

spirometry) and advanced imaging techniques, can help evaluate the efficacy of the interventions more 

reliably. 

 

6. Standardization of Training: Implementing standardized training protocols for breathing exercises and 

coughing techniques would help ensure consistency in instruction and adherence among participants. 

 

7. Education on Self-Management: Future studies should include educational components that teach 

participants about self-management of asthma, emphasizing the role of these techniques in routine care 

and how to incorporate them into daily life effectively. 

 

8. Evaluate Psychological Factors: Consider exploring the psychological aspects of asthma management, 

including the impact of anxiety and stress on mucus production and respiratory function, as these may 

influence the efficacy of the interventions.  

 

By addressing these limitations and incorporating these suggestions, future research can provide deeper 

insights into the role of breathing exercises and huffing/coughing in managing mucus clearance and 

improving outcomes in asthma patients. 

 

Conclusion 

 

The findings of this study suggest that the integration of breathing exercises with huffing and coughing 

techniques may be beneficial in enhancing mucus clearance in individuals with asthma. By promoting 

effective airway clearance methods, these interventions have the potential to improve respiratory function 

and reduce the accumulation of secretions, thereby alleviating asthma symptoms and enhancing overall 

quality of life.  
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Moreover, these results indicate that incorporating non-pharmacological strategies into the management of 

asthma can empower patients, providing them with tools to actively engage in their care and mitigating 

reliance on medication alone.  

 

However, while the preliminary outcomes are promising, further research is needed to validate these 

findings and explore their long-term effects across diverse populations. By addressing existing limitations 

and expanding upon this work, future studies can contribute significantly to optimizing asthma 

management strategies and promoting improved health outcomes for those affected by this chronic 

condition. 
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