
www.ijcrt.org                                                        © 2024 IJCRT | Volume 12, Issue 7 July 2024 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT2407724 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org g375 
 

DISLOCATED INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIAL 

UNREST IN CORMAC McCARTHY’S THE 

ROAD 

Shyama Sajeev 

Principal-in-Charge 

Govt Arts and science  college ,Kulathoor 

Thiruvanathapuram. 

                                                                                                

The root cause of environment degradation is the widening gap between human and nature. Man has 

efficiently committed ecocide making the planet inhospitable for any kind of life. The technological 

progress has made man blind, destructive and dehumanizing. Human beings have become blinded by the 

advancement of civilization and hence have stopped thinking themselves as part of the natural world. 

This paper focuses on writers who have foregrounded the aftermath of a disaster through their works. It 

is probable that the cultural and ecological climate have inspired these writers to focus on future which is 

unpleasant but sure to come to reality if man continues to move through the current trajectory. 

McCarthy’s Road(2006)falls into the genre of post-apocalyptic fiction. In the novel under study we find 

that the catastrophic event caused by man has left the landscape barren. In such a bleak situation we find 

that there is an attempt to rebuild civilization and reconstruction of humanity. 

McCarthy’s The Road(2006) portrays a post nuclear landscape where a father and son are trying to 

survive in a primitive setting with little humanity. The father in the novel tries to enthuse moral ethics into 

the son thus providing hope for the future. McCarthy describes how in the post-apocalyptic world 

humans have returned to the primitive state of mind. Humans have turned savage for it is the only means 

of survival. Society has become lawless and brutal “by then all stores of food had given out and murder 

was everywhere upon the land. The world soon to be largely populated by man who would eat your 

children in front of your eyes”(The Road).There is anarchy, violence, cannibalism and everywhere and it 

seems as if human race will come to an end if this situation prevails. The novel ends with the hope of 

creating a new better world. 

Writers like McCarthy and Christopher write with the assumption that humanity is not completely 

eradicated; there is always some hope for a better future. The aim of these writers is to solve the remedy 

by bringing about a social change. Thus the focus of Cormac Mc Carhy  is the possibility of reconstruction 

of society in a post-apocalyptic environment. 
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The characters in the novel are generalized as Father and Son .No particular name is given to these 

characters .It could be any father and son in any part of the world.The treatment of nature in ‘The Road’ 

is  different.. The landscape has been destroyed by the disaster and so there are no landmarks to show 

what region of the country the father and son are travelling. Buildings  are wrecked and blackened, 

meadowlands are grey, roads and rivers are covered with thick layer of ash. Similar to the ‘The Road ‘in 

John Christopher’s A Wrinkle in the Skin’ we have a detailed description of the aftermath of disaster on 

earth. “He stared in disbelief as he came down the last stretch of hill, steeper now, and looked out to 

where the sea should have been. It was like a glimpse of another planet, a  strange savage and barren 

world. He could see the tangled green of the great weed beds, the rawness of exposed rock and sand. 

Here and there the glint of water; light thrown back from pools trapped in hollows.But the blue sweep of 

wave was gone. A sunken land was drying in the early summer sun. “(A wrinkle in the skin,26). Father and 

son in the “Road”have a roadmap with them, but there is no mention of towns, mountains, valleys or 

rivers throughout the novel. “The weather lifted and the cold and they came at last into the broad 

lowland river valley, the pieced farmland still visible , everything dead to the root along the barren 

bottomlands. They trucked on along the blacktop. Tall clapboard houses. Machine rolled  metal roofs. A 

log barn in a field with an advertisement in faded ten foot letters along the roofslope”.(The Road,20).They 

also come across a billboard announcing “See Rockcity”(20), the disaster has completely damaged the city 

it is as if the whole city has been transformed into stone.  As the father and the son walk through the 

barren land in a state of hunger, illness, fear and unbearable weather there is  always some sort of 

resilience which help them to boost up their psychological and moral balance.  

“what is it papa?” 

Nothing. We are okay. Go to sleep. we are going to be okay. Aren’t we papa? 

Yes, we are 

And nothing bad is going to happen to us. 

That’s right 

Because we are carrying the fire. Yes, because we are carrying the fire”.(The Road,87). 

The fire within them as they assume is the representative of goodness which they believe will overcome 

all the evil. The fire they believe will lead them further on  to surpass all the negativities and which will 

help them create a community devoid of social unrest. The dislocation of the people after the disaster is 

the aftereffect of their own misuse of intelligence. McCarthy picturizes the survival tactics adopted by 

people when they come abreast with a surroundings that is on the verge of extinction. The survivors  find 

themselves returning to a primitive state of mind as it is a question of their survival. The landscape plays a 

decisive function in portraying the psychic condition of the characters. The father and the son are 

travelling through landscape which is silent and motionless destroyed by a disaster.  

“The long concrete sweeps of the interstate exchange like the ruins of a vast funhouse against the distant 

murk…. The mummied  dead everywhere. The flesh cloven along the bones, the ligaments dried to tug 

and taut as wires. Shrivelled and drawn like latter day, bog folk, their faces of boiled sheeting, the 

yellowed pailings of their teeth. They were discalced to a man like pilgrims of some common order for all 

their shoes were long since stoten.(The Road,23-24)  
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The father tries to picture memories of the old world to the son. He tries to recreate the world that was 

destroyed.” he tried to think about something to say but he could not. He had this feeling before, beyond 

the numbness and the dull despair…. The names of things slowly following those things into oblivion. 

Colours, The names of birds. Things to eat. Finally the names of things one believed to be tone.”(93) 

Mc Cathy’s descriptions and representation of land is as if the characters are aching with nostalgia for the 

world they once lived: 

“He slept little and he slept poorly. He dreamt of walking in flowering wood where birds flew before them 

he and the child and the sky was aching blue but he was learning how to wake himself from just such 

siren worlds. Lying there in the dark with the uncanny taste of a peach from some phamtom orchard 

fading in his mouth. He thought if he lived long enough the world at last would all be lost. Like the dying 

world the newly blind inhabit, all of it slowly fading from memory.(The Road,17).The character are all 

dislocated in the aftermath of the disaster. They are dislocated mentally and physically very much 

reminiscent of the modern era.The dislocation of the individual leads to social unrest taking them to a 

world of savagery where physical power plays dominance. They return to the primitive state of mind 

where communication are disrupted and collapsed. Mc cathy’s The Road(2006) shows how the activities 

of man has resulted in a landscape which has become barren. The unnamed protagonist walks through 

the houses that are barely recognisable. “The house was tall and stately with white doric column across 

the front. A port cochere at the side. A gravel drive that curved up through a field of dead grass. The 

windows were oddly in tact”(The Road,111).In ‘The Road’ we have the after effects of a man-made 

disaster while in Christopher’s ‘A wrinkle in the skin’ it is the natural disaster which affects man.” 

Matthew walked down the slope of land, towards the brightening east. There were a few hundred yards 

of lane, leading to the main road. Near the top a clump of trees had been uprooted and had fallen barring 

the way ;he climbed the bank to get round them. Their exposed roots thrust towards the sky, on the edge 

of a fissure several feet deep. He could see the empty road now and the remains of a couple of cottages. 

The same total destruction, the same silence.”(A wrinkle in the skin,20-21).What holds these two works 

similar is the behaviour of man in anarchic world. 

Mc carthy has often been compared to Melville and Faulkner for his use of language by Harold bloom and 

others. Mc carthy’s language and theme of the novel’ The Road’ is such that it crosses national and 

cultural boundaries. Mc carthy’s’ The Road’ depicts a world after devastation he while doing so brings 

forth the images of depopulated land, barren landscape, wasteland, decentring of man, the ecological 

concerns all of which are not restricted to any one particular locale. In these diverse situations there 

emerges the need to survive the evil. The father and son in their journey happen to meet the ravages, 

refugees, thieves who have survived the disaster. The father is bent upon showing the right path to the 

boy, and enhance the ability to distinguish the good guys from the bad guys. It seems as if only the father 

and son have some ethical values within them after the apocalypse. The father who lived in a civilized 

society cannot come to terms with the savage society. But the son seems unperturbed by the 

circumstances because the visions of the dead are ingrained in his mind. But the boy displays 

compassionate behaviour and hence becomes the representative for the recovery of a society after the 

apocalypse. There is one instance where the boy sees an abandoned dog but he does not harm it. Yet 

another instance is where the boy meets another young boy and is very much concerned about him.” 

What if that little boy doesn’t have anybody to take care of him? What if he doesn’t have a papa? I’m 

afraid for that little boy”(The Road ,85).Post-apocalyptic fiction tries to portray a depopulated world and 

tries to examine the ecological ,psychological and sociological changes that occur after the apocalypse. 

There is  also an image of burnt library symbolizing that the past ,the world of knowledge recorded as 

laws ,science ,history have vanished. People’s access to the past , power of knowledge have been lost. In 
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post-apocalyptic fiction ,the writers write with the belief that all humanity is not eradicated, there are 

remains of humanity, So the focus of these writers is the possibility of reconstruction of society in a post-

apocalyptic environment. They have the didactic aim of warning current society. They also criticize the 

current social situation and warn us about future worlds. 

“he was beginning to think that death was finally upon them and that they should find some place to hide 

where they would not found. There were fines when he sat watching the boy sleep that he would begin 

to sob uncontrollably but it wasn’t about death. He wasn’t sure what it was about but he thought it was 

about beauty or about goodness. Things that he would no longer any way to think about at all. They 

squatted in a bleak wood and drank ditch water strained through a rag. He had seen the boy in a dream 

lay out upon a cooling board and woke in horror. What he could bear in the waking world he could not by 

night and he sat awake for fear the dream would return.(The Road,137) 

In this sparse living condition and the degeneration of society, there emerges a situation in which human 

beings transform making way for behaving like animals.. It seems as if the nature is reflecting the filthy 

condition that the father and son are going through. 

“at evening, a dull sulphur light from the fires. The standing water in the roadside ditches black with the 

runoff. The mountains shrouded away. They crossed a river by a concrete bridge where skins of ash and 

slurry moved slowly in the current charred bits of wood. In the end they stopped and turned back and 

camped under the bridge. (The Road,52) 

In the barbaric world of frail and disaster, we are still led on to a world of relentless light of faith, the light 

of fire of goodness they carried with them. 

“the boy sat by the fire wrapped in a blanket watching him. Drip of water. A fading light. 

Old dreams encroached upon the waking world. The dripping was in the cave. The light was a candle 

which the boy bore in a ring stick of beaten copper. The wax spattered on the stones. Tracks of unknown 

creation in the mortified loners. In that cold corridor they had reached the point of no return which was 

measured from the first solely by the light they carried with them.” Post-apocalyptic fictions are 

associated with a wasteland. In this world  the attributes which established  order in pre-apocalyptic 

world are absent. The barren landscape is actually the absent presence of a physical world that was there 

before. The survivors of the disaster face loss of people, place and time. Towards the close of the novel 

there is pastoral imagery representing peace. This serene beautiful image stands in contrast to the hellish 

road which the father and son were traveling. The novel ends  with the hope of creating a new better 

world. The novel is open –ended  leaving hope that the boy will carry on the ‘fire’ within him for the 

betterment of humanity. 
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