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ABSTRACT

In Tamil grammatical tradition, there are divisions such as letter, word, meaning, prosody, and
style. Among these, the grammar of words is an indispensable aspect. A single letter cannot convey
meaning on its own; it is the combination of letters that forms language. Therefore, language operates
through words. These words are used by people in prose and poetry. Words used in prose convey a direct
meaning. However, when used by poets, they convey hidden meanings through- poetry. Ordinary people
might not understand these poetic expressions. Only learned poets can. interpret-these hidden meanings.
Even though literary words are employed in Tamil grammar, in some nuanced contexts, compound
sentences are used to denote concise meanings. These compound words are employed to delve into the
depths of the poetic meaning, and they are categorized into six types. These categories are used for the

profundity of the poem’s meaning, known as “Thogai.”

In Tamil grammatical tradition, there is a custom of classifying into ‘Vagai’ (type), ‘Thogai’
(compound), and ‘Vari’ (verse). Among these three categories, “Thogai” refers to collecting classified
items. Generally, collecting is referred to as “Thogai,” but in the tradition of word grammar, “Thogai”
signifies hiding or coming together subtly. To articulate extensively while maintaining the poetic quality,
“Thogai” has been used to express concisely. Among the six types of compounds (‘Vetrumaith thogai’
(case compound), ‘Uvamaith thogai’ (simile compound), ‘Vinaith thogai’ (verb compound), ‘Panbuth
thogai’ (quality compound), ‘Ummaith thogai’ (reciprocal compound), and ‘Anmozhith thogai’

(descriptive compound)), this article will discuss the quality compound as found in the Kurinji poetry.
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