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Introduction 

Mythology, present across numerous cultures and historical periods, delivers an array of stories that mirror social 

conventions, values, and beliefs. The story of the myth is built around characters that are both divine and mortal 

and frequently represent archetypes and ideals. The representation of women among these characters is especially 

fascinating as it sheds light on cultural perceptions, gender roles, and power dynamics. This study examines how 

women are portrayed in mythology, comparing and contrasting tales from various mythical traditions to identify 

recurring themes, variances, and changes in the way women are portrayed. 

This study is being carried out using the methodology of comparative analysis. The mythical traditions from many 

cultures such as Indian, Greek, Egyptian and Norse are taken to examine the research. The primary sources are 

ancient texts, religious scriptures and epic poems  of Indian, Egyptian, Greek and Norse and these texts aided in 

reviewing narratives that involve significant female characters. The Secondary sources including academic books, 

essays, and articles offer critical interpretations and analyses of these characters in the context of their respective 

cultures. This study uses the theoretical framework of structuralism to build the research. 

The famous theorist, Claude Levi-Strauss defines structuralism as “Structuralism is a theoretical approach that 

analyzes human culture and society by examining the underlying structures and patterns that shape human behavior 

and culture” (Levi-Strauss 23).  Examining the fundamental patterns and structures that influence human behaviour 

and culture is how structuralists theoretically study human culture and society. The  main purpose of structuralism 

is to find similarities and connections between many cultures and societies. 
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The Archetypal Female Characters 

The research provides some archetypal female characters in mythology across the cultures. These archetypes recur 

across cultures, reflecting universal aspects of the feminine experience and the complexities of women's roles in 

ancient societies. As Levi-Strauss rightly says, “This approach focuses on identifying the universal patterns and 

relationships that exist across different cultures and societies” (Levi-Strauss 45). 

 

The below are some archetypal female characters: 

The enduring symbolism of The Mother Goddess 

Mother goddesses such as Greek goddess Demeter, Egyptian goddess Isis, and Greek goddess Gaia embody the 

feminine archetype as a nurturing and life-giving character in various myths. These deities symbolize fertility, 

abundance, and the life cycle also the respect that society has for motherhood and reproduction is reflected through 

the deities. As Eilish Draper reflects on Greek Goddess Gaina, saying "Literature depicts Gaia as both the mother 

of the Titans and Olympians, as well as the mother of Athens’ autochthonous founder, Ericththonios" (Draper  8). 

It means, motherhood is not only related to giving birth to a child but it is a broader aspect for women in ancient 

times. The portrayal of mother goddess is one of the main recurring themes in various myths. 

 

Warrior Women in mythology 

The Warrior women such as the Greek goddess Athena, the Hindu goddess Durga, and the Norse goddess Freyja, 

defy conventional gender stereotypes by exhibiting bravery, strength, and leadership. They contrast the nurturing 

archetype of women showcasing the strength and courageous actions. They frequently showcase power through 

divine authority, martial prowess and strategic intelligence. For instance, Hindu Goddess Durga is a great warrior 

woman. As Laura Amazzone says, "Durga is believed to unleash her divine wrath against the wicked for the 

liberation of the oppressed, and entails destruction to empower creation" (Amazzone  3). This portrayal of women 

as warrior women also can be seen in many cultures. 

 

The Temptress and Seductress - Women of Irresistible Charm 

The individuals such as Aphrodite from Greek mythology, Cleopatra from Egyptian myth and Sirens from Greek 

texts are examples of characters that personify the archetype of the seductress; they are alluring and use their 

beauty, charm to control or seduce male characters. These individuals bring to light the fears that society has around 

female sexuality and its perceived dangers.  Plutarch in his Life of Julius Caesar, points out the captivating beauty 

of Cleopatra and opines, "It was by this device of Cleopatra's, it is said, that Caesar was first captivated, for she 
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showed herself to be a bold coquette" (Plutarch  XLIX). In many cultures, women were portrayed as temptress and 

seductress. 

The Tragic Heroines in Mythology 

Mythological stories also include tragic heroines such as Medea from Greek mythology, Sita from Hindu epic and 

Hecuba from Greek myth. These characters faced betrayal, suffering and injustice. These heroines' stories often 

explore themes of  sacrifice, loyalty and resilience in the at most adversity. In her short story Ambai, In a Forest, 

a Deer, portrays Sita and depicts the scene of Sita meeting Valmiki and she questions about his epic and her 

portrayal. Sita questions, “you were a poet of the king’s court. You created history. But I experienced it. I absorbed 

into myself all manner of experiences. My language is different” (Ambai 149). In these words of Sita, it is clear 

that she suffered a lot as a character in Valmiki's Ramayana. In the same way, many women are depicted as tragic 

heroines in mythology across cultures. 

These are the major archetypal female characters in mythology. 

 

Cultural Variations and Evolution 

According to Claude Levi-Strauss, a prominent structuralist anthropologist, “the structuralist method seeks to 

discover the invariant properties of human mind and culture” (Levi-Strauss 34). In many cases, all the mythologies 

have similarities in the story lines and themes. The way women are potrayed in various mythology varies greatly 

depending on historical, religious, and cultural contexts. Greek mythology features a lot of interesting female 

characters reflecting their complex personalities, from mortal heroines with tragic endings to deities of wisdom 

and warfare. As in Robert Graves book, The Greek Myths, he points out, "The Greek goddesses, such as Hera and 

Athena, embodied both divine and human qualities, reflecting the complexities of female nature" (Graves 23). 

From the above quote, it is assured that Greek Goddesses reflect complex personalities having divine and human 

qualities in them. 

In Norse Mythology, strong female warriors and deities are prevalent that depict a society in which women may 

have significant autonomy and influence. "Females in Norse mythology, like Brynhild and Gudrun, exhibit 

independence and wisdom, using their influence to achieve personal goals and seek revenge when necessary" (The 

Cross Section 4). Indian myths present goddesses that represent a range of facets of femininity, such as brave 

warriors and devoted mothers, illustrating the varied duties and social standing of women in prehistoric India. As 

Sujit Mukherjee clearly says, "In Hindu mythology, Indian myths present goddesses that represent a range of facets 

of femininity, such as brave warriors like Durga and Kali, and devoted mothers like Parvati and Lakshmi, 

illustrating the varied duties and social standing of women in prehistoric India" (Mukherjee 23). 

The portrayal of women in mythology serves multiple functions. There is a reflection of cultural values in the 

depiction of women. Mythology radiants societal attitudes towards power dynamics, gender roles and the certain 
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ideal feminine virtues. There are archetypal patterns in the portrayal of women characters. Female characters in 

the mythology frequently depict archetypal roles such as nurturing mother, brave warrior or seductress that reflect 

great universal themes and several human experiences. Various changes brought in representation of females in 

mythologies can provide insights into shift in power structures, societal norms and cultural ideologies over the 

period of time. 

Conclusion 

The way women are portrayed in mythology is varied and multifaceted, displaying both clichéd images and rich, 

multifaceted figures who subvert conventional gender norms. The research finds how different cultures view 

women, power, and morality by looking at their mythological traditions. This comparative research offers insights 

that cut across countries and eras, highlighting the mythology's continuing significance as a mirror of human ideals 

and aspirations. 

In conclusion, mythology provides timeless stories and archetypes, but how women are portrayed in these stories 

changes as society does, mirroring continuous discussions and arguments around gender, identity, and power. 

This study attempts to give a thorough analysis of how women are portrayed in mythology, highlighting both 

common themes and distinctive variances in female representation by referencing a variety of regional traditions. 
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