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ABSTRACT: What is the meaning of ‘regional’ cinema?  Does it mean the cinema which is produced in 

one particular region?  Are these cinemas of low budget?  Are they available only for specific areas of 

audiences?  Do they have less shelf-life?  Do these narratives have any identity?  Do they hold the essence 

of a particular region?  Do they work like a tapestry of art and culture as a part of narrative and 

communication? Do they contribute to the growth of a region?  With such questions, this paper tries examines 

the meaning, characteristic, and validity of regional cinema in India.  This paper, through its characteristics, 

tries to look at how regional cinemas are carriers of regional culture, language, practices, belief systems, and 

even the struggles and issues they are dealing with in a particular region.  Regional cinema not only portrays 

a story, but it also captures the regional ‘soul’, its air, its light, its flavors and in a diverse country like India, 

these essences are worth understanding.  The fragrance of these narratives carries the past, present, and future 

of the inhabitants.   

 

KEYWORDS: Regional cinema, Indian cinema, cinema and culture, cinema and communication. 

1. INTRODUCTION: Cinema has no boundary, it is a ribbon of dreams defined by Orson Welles.  India 

is home to one of the largest film industries in the world.  Regional cinema can be said to be the soul of a 

region cause its concept, theme, culture, and existence are from their surroundings- what they have seen, 

experienced, and lived with.  It can be as unique as a particular region.  It represents the soul of a region: 

how people live, their customs, eating habits,  their beliefs, and practices.  Most of the time, these regional 

narrative becomes a window to learn about a particular land, its soil, history, struggle, and survival.  To name 

the first Indian regional cinema, we can name Raja Harishchandra, directed and produced by Dada Saheb 

Phalke, the father of Indian cinema.  In the Indian context, ‘regional cinema’ is used as a marker of difference 

from Hindi cinema; the plural, ‘regional cinema’ indicates the diversity of national cinema.  In the tradition 

of ‘national’ cinemas, ‘regional’ cinemas denote non-Hindi language cinemas, following models of nation 

formation, with language as the marker of difference (Radhakrishnan, 2021).   
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‘Regional cinema’, as a way of indicating a linguistic tapestry of practice within the Indian nation 

came to be used with the restructuring of the film industries in accordance with the administrative 

reorganization of states, but this took time.  The consolidation of these new geographies of cinema was 

initiated in the late 1960s and early 1970s when capital flows centered on colonial presidency cities were re-

channelized to urban centres of the post-independence linguistic regions.  The significance of the relationship 

between princely states and cinematic cultures in this history has been less attended to (Krishna, 2019; 

Menon, 2009).  Through the columns of Times of India, Dheeraj Kumar says, We Indians, have made cinema 

an integral part of our lives, it’s not just the kids in the millennium era who find it fascinating, but the 

tradition of cinephile was present since its inception.  Suchin Mehrotra comments that regional cinema are 

known for their smaller budgets, but are also less frenzied about their star culture, with the exceptions of 

Telegu and Tamil cinema.  This allows filmmakers to put the content and story at the center of the films and 

experiment with different kinds of narratives.  Thus, we can say that the Indian film industry serves in making 

independent step-by-step based on efficient norms.          

1.1.BACKGROUND (Regional cinema in India): 

It is only in the case of Tamil, and to some extent Telugu and Kannada, that ‘region’ appears to have been 

deployed, on occasion, to turn the tables on the ‘national’ by privileging linguistic identity (Pandian, 1992; 

Prasad, 2014).  Madras was the production center for films not only in Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, and 

Malayalam but also in Sinhala and Hindi.  Hyderabad became the industrial location of Telugu cinema by 

the turn of the 1970s (Srinivas, 2013).  The shift of language cinemas out of Madras was often initiated by 

stars mapping language affiliations onto territorial units and using their symbolic capital to mobilize 

investments.  These include Nageswara Rao for Telugu cinema, Raj Kumar for Kannada, Madhu for 

Malayalam, and in the north, Dara Singh in Punjab.  These moves had support from state governments who 

offered subsidies and awards to encourage relocation of production.  The difference was founded not just on 

claims to cultural authenticity; in capital-intensive industries as in Hyderabad and Madras big-budget star 

vehicles became markers of regional difference.  The male stars, now identified exclusively with one 

language cinema, provided the symbolic power for narrative integration for ‘regional’ cinemas (Prasad, 

2014).  In less capital-intensive industries, often aided by the state, such as Malayalam, Kannada, Bengali, 

Assamese and Oriya, claim to cultural authenticity was the key marker of difference.  Adoor Gopalakrishnan, 

Girish Kasaravalli, Narsing Rao, Buddhadeb Dasgupta, Jahnu Barua are exemplars of this strand of cinema 

where a desire for national culture was relocated onto linguistic regions, a la Satyajit Ray.  

Somewhere, in the Indian context, the regional cinema constituted a disjuncture between language 

and landscape, and it became among other registers, the ground for formal experimentation.  Rajasthan 

(Bhaumik, 2011b) in Kumar Shahani’s Maya Darpan (1972) and Mani Kaul’s Duvidha (1973), Kangra in 

Shahani’s Kasba (1990), and Punjab in Kaul’s Uski Roti (1969) are examples.  Such practice had a few 

exponents working outside Hindi such as G. Aravindan, whose early films attempted a disarticulation of 

space and speech/language.  A variant of such regional engagement, framed within radical politics of the 

1970s and after, could be seen in the case of Calcutta in Mrinal Sen’s films, Telangana in Goutam Ghose’s 

http://www.ijcrt.org/


www.ijcrt.org                                                        © 2024 IJCRT | Volume 12, Issue 7 July 2024 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT2407333 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org c861 
 

Maa Bhoomi (Rajadhyaksha, 2009), rural Tamil Nadu, Kuttanad and Malabar in John Abraham’s 

Agaraharathil Kazhuthai (1977), Cheriyachente Kroora Krithyangal (1979) and Amma Ariyan (1986), 

respectively (R. Ratheesh, 2021).  It is only in the case of Tamil, and to some extent Telugu and Kannada, 

that ‘region’ appears to have been deployed, on occasion, to turn the tables on the ‘national’ by privileging 

linguistic identity (Pandian, 1992; Prasad, 2014).  

1.2. Prominent regional cinema industries in India:  Tamil Cinema, based in Chennai, is identified for its 

prolific production and influential cinema.  It has produced globally recognized directors like Mani Ratnam 

and acclaimed actors like Rajinikanth and Kamal Haasan.  Telugu Cinema, based in Hyderabad, is notable 

for its high-budget productions and commercial success.  Narratives like Baahubali (2015) have achieved 

international acclaim and box office records.  Bengali Cinema, based in Kolkata, has a rich heritage of artistic 

and socially relevant films.  Pioneering filmmakers like Satyajit Ray, Ritwik Ghatak, and Mrinal Sen have 

been instrumental in shaping this industry.  Malayalam Cinema is known for its realistic storytelling and 

strong narratives.  It has produced critically acclaimed films and directors like Adoor Gopalakrishnan and 

contemporary hits that have gained national attention.  Marathi Cinema, based in Maharashtra, is known for 

its content-driven films and contributions to Indian theatre and cinema.  Films like Sairat have been both 

critically acclaimed and commercially successful.  Films from this region are known for strong narratives 

and cultural representation.  It produces a mix of mainstream and critically acclaimed films. 

  

 

Chart 1: Some of the prominent regional cinema of India1 

In the list comes another prominent cinema industry from the north region of India, i.e. the Punjabi 

cinema industry.  Based in Punjab, the cinematic narratives from this region are known for their musical 

narratives and issues related to the particular region.  It has a substantial audience in India and among the 

Punjabi diaspora.  Narratives like The Legend of Maula Jatt (2022), Saunkan Saunkne (2022), Mastaney 

(2023), and Khamosh Pani (2003) have generated good box office numbers and audiences both in India and 

                                                 
1 Chart prepared by the author. 
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abroad.  Moving towards the northeast, Assamese cinema might have a slow and small beginning, but in the 

present times, it is producing quality cinema that is making noise in prestigious platforms like Oscar.  The 

narratives are most of the slow pace and are known for their art-house films and unique storytelling style.  Its 

cinema has a niche but dedicated audiences.  The Assamese community is present almost all over India, and 

this has generated a demand for Assamese cinema in the major cities of India.  The ‘new media’ has been a 

significant stream in effectively meeting the demand.  On the other hand, Bhojpuri cinema based primarily 

in Bihar and Uttar Pradesh is known for its mass appeal and musical dramas which enjoys significant 

popularity in North India.  Each of these regional industries contributes uniquely to the overall landscape of 

Indian cinema, showcasing the country's linguistic and cultural diversity. 

 

1.3. OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY: Recently there has a new wave of regional cinemas breaking the 

stereotypical notion, small budget cinemas can make ‘noise’ in critical platforms like Oscar, Cannes, etc.  

It’s the time when regional cinemas are turning their heads, breaking myths, and marking a significant point.  

They can amaze people in foreign lands, they can be the window to India’s various regions and most 

importantly simple plots craft strong characters and stories.  Be it Apu’s Trilogy, The Village Rockstar, or 

Bahubali.  The objective of this paper is to understand regional cinema, its role as a carrier of India’s regional 

culture, motifs, people’s stories, and their essence.  This paper shall deal with the characteristics of regional 

cinema and try and understand its importance through the work of some prominent filmmakers and actors.  

It shall try to figure out the contribution of regional cinema in culture, communication, generating 

employment, and also creating an identity of a particular region. 

 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW: From the captivating epics of South India to the experimental narratives of 

the Northeast, these regional cinemas offer a rich tapestry of cultural expression. India's regional cinemas 

span over 20 different languages, each with its distinct dialects, traditions, and artistic sensibilities.  From 

hard-hitting social dramas to whimsical fantasies, regional films showcase a wide range of genres that cater 

to diverse audiences.  The production values, visual styles, and storytelling techniques of regional cinemas 

vary greatly, reflecting the unique artistic visions of their filmmakers.  Cinema, as a medium of culture, plays 

a multifaceted role in reflecting, shaping, and disseminating cultural narratives.  This literature review 

explores the complex relationship between cinema and culture, examining its historical context, theoretical 

frameworks, and contemporary relevance.  Various theoretical perspectives provide insights into how cinema 

functions as a cultural medium.   

 

In the context of film as language, Christian Metz and Roland Barthes analyzed how films use signs 

and symbols (semiotics) to convey meaning, suggesting that cinema operates as a complex system of 

language.  In the context of Ideology and Class, Theodor Adorno and Max Horkheimer's concept of the 

"culture industry" (Marxist critique) critiques cinema as a tool for perpetuating capitalist ideologies.  While 

understanding cinema as a reflector of culture, cinema serves as a mirror reflecting societal values, norms, 

and conflicts.  Whereas, in the context of cinema as a shaper of culture, cinema not only reflects but also 
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shapes cultural norms and societal behaviors.  In popular culture, it sets trends,  fashions, and lifestyles.  In 

contemporary relevance, cinema continues to be a powerful cultural force, adapting to new media and 

technologies.  Streaming platforms- global accessibility: Netflix and Amazon Prime have democratized film 

distribution, making diverse cultural narratives accessible worldwide. 

 

3. METHODOLOGY: Regional cinema showcases regional problems, like Assamese cinema showcases 

the issue of community bonding, simplicity of life, black magic, witch-hunting, river segregation, whereas 

Bengali cinema talks about the complexity of urban life, the contemporary lifestyle, loss of humanity, etc.  

Regional cinema in India is a vibrant and integral part of the country's film industry, reflecting the diversity 

and richness of Indian culture.  Its evolution, thematic depth, and growing influence underscore its 

significance in national and international contexts.  As technology and market dynamics continue to evolve, 

regional cinema is poised to achieve greater prominence and accessibility, further enriching the global 

cinematic landscape.  To understand the use of regional cinema as a cultural tapestry, this paper has taken up 

the qualitative method to understand the essential concept.  A case study is an approach that investigates 

research questions to provide an in-depth analysis of specific questions.  This approach here will study 

specific regional films, filmmakers, and film movements.  The sources for data will be from selected films, 

interviews of creators, and critical reviews.  This research will conduct detailed case studies focusing on 

notable films or influential directors.  Analyzing their contributions to regional cinema and their broader 

cultural significance.  The case study method is often qualitative and primary in.  Considering the case study 

method, this research will study the world of regional cinema as a carrier of regional culture in India. 

4. DATA COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS: This research will collect relevant data from various sources 

identified during the literature review process.  The case study method is a valuable approach to in-depth 

analysis of regional cinema in India.  This method allows researchers to explore specific instances of regional 

cinema in detail, providing insights into cultural, social, and economic aspects.  This research focuses on 

specific regional film industries such as Assamese, Bengali, Punjabi, Marathi, Tamil, Telugu, and Malayalam 

cinema.  The criteria for selection: choose regional film industries that are representative of the broader 

industry trends.  For instance, the Bengali film Pather Panchali (1955) directed by Satyajit Ray, it’s a cultural 

and international impact.  The Tamil production Baahubali (2015) for its significant commercial success and 

technological advancements.  Marathi film industry’s contribution to social issues through films like Sairat 

(2016) and Assamese film Mon Jai (2008) representing the socio-political condition in Assam.  In terms of 

mise-en-scene, these cinemas are very much identifiable by their element, they easily represent their region. 

In the context of data collection methods, primary data like interviews of filmmakers, actors, critics, 

and audiences will be considered.  Also, field observations, self-analysis of cinema (its theme, narratives, 

use of local elements), and other related events will be a part of it.  In the context of secondary data industry 

reports, box office performance, production costs, revenue, academic articles, etc., will be considered.  By 

following this structured methodology, researchers can gain deep insights into the multifaceted world of 

regional cinema in India, understanding its cultural significance, economic impact, and social influence.  
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Lastly, in the context of data analysis qualitative analysis approach will be used where content analysis will 

be opted for to analyze the content of films for representation of social issues, gender roles, cultural values, 

regional elements, etc. 

 

5. CHARACTERTISTIC OF REGIONAL CINEMA 

    

Chart 2: Characteristic of regional cinema2 

5.1. Social realism: Regional cinema tackles regional issues, giving voice to the marginalized and 

challenging societal norms.  Assamese cinemas like Sagoroloi Bohu Dur (1995), Haladhiya Saraye Baodhan 

Khay (1987), Kanikar Ramdhenu (2003), Baandhon (2012) are to name a few.  Protagonists such as 

Rasheswar in Haladhiya Saraye Baodhan Khay (Catastrophe), Powal in Sagoroloi Bohu Dur (1995), and 

Dandeshwar in Baandhon (2012) are ordinary human beings with ordinary human emotions but are given 

ethical and allegorical dimensions.  Filmmaker Jahnu Barua can be rightly addressed as one of the proficient 

artisans of his craft where he finely balances cinematic grammar and artistic narration.  Instead of 

surrendering himself to the glitziness of Bollywood, Barua created his ‘style’ for his cinematic narratives.  

Most of the Assamese cinemas are slow,  and subtle and are surrounded by real and local elements, be it 

interior or exterior.  The streets, the architecture of the houses, the traditional attires (like the mekhla-chador 

and gamocha), the local flora and fauna (especially the betel nut trees), the brass utensils or be it the Namghar3 

. 

Haladhiya Saraye Baodhan Khay narrative is set in an Assamese village which is a brilliant portrayal 

of the eternal clash of the bourgeois and the proletariat- the clash between the rich and the poor.  The 

cinematography captures the real image of an Assamese village and the life of common Assamese men.   It 

is a strong allegorical representation of the exploitation of the rural poor by the landlords.  The characters of 

Mahajan and Rasheswar transcend the boundary of their specific role and emerge out to be the symbolic 

figures of the rich and the poor.  Barua has skillfully revealed how justice is nothing but farcical myths for 

                                                 
2 Chart prepared by the author 
3 Namghar ('prayer house') is a place for congregational worship associated with the entire Assamese community and the 

Ekasarana sect of Hinduism, in particular, that is native to Assam.  
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helpless folks like Rasheswar.  In conveying this socio-economic story, the filmmaker has brilliantly used 

different cinematic motifs and symbols in the film.  Such suggestive cinematic moments make the audience 

compelled to feel the helplessness of the poor in a chaotic socio-political process where equality or justice is 

nothing but written codes.  Thus the narrative turns out to be a universal portrayal of the war between the 

powerful and powerless.  Aamis (2019), Kothanodi (2016), Bokul (2015), Ishu (2017) are some more 

narratives that deal with the realism of unemployment, witch-hunting, gender issues, and unschooling in the 

states of Assam. 

5.2. Reflection of local identity: Regional cinema serves as an illustration, reflecting the distinctive cultural 

and linguistic identities of regions.  Recognized and considered as a cultural icon in India, Satyajit Ray (2nd 

May 1921- 23rd April 1992) was awarded the prestigious Dadasaheb Phalke Award, the Bharat Ratna, the 

Oscars, and many more.  Ray, along with other neo-realistic directors like Akira Kurosawa, Alfred 

Hitchcock, and Abbas Kiarostami, is often recalled for his imaginative approach to mise-en-scene in his 

cinema.  His visuals are very engaging, full of representation, and introduce the audience to a greater sense 

of belonging with his narrative styles.  The beginning sequence of Charulata (1964) captures many local 

elements in the camera lens.  The mise-en-scene of this sequence is quite tempting, engaging, and historical, 

it engages one’s attention completely. The patterns, designs, and textures used in the props and set design 

are quite relatable to the Bengali community.  The design of the bed, the knitting kit, and the embroidery 

frame inform us about the time frame.  Charu, dressed in a light and dark striped pattern saree, frilled white 

blouse, her jewelry, hairstyle, and her ‘bindi’ illustrate her as a traditional Indian woman.  The element shots 

in Shatranj Ke Khilari (1977) are filled with representations of Nawab culture and motifs.  Also, the color 

palettes used as a language of cinema indicated the audience towards the period, tone, and aesthetic of the 

narrative.  The props used in Sadgati (1981), for instance, the utensils in the house of Dukhiya, (a Dalit) and 

the utensils used in the house of the priest (the Brahmin) are universal codes to represent the issues of 

casteism in the Hindu society of India and also the plight that comes along with this division of caste and 

class.  

Satyajit Ray’s cinema has become a part of culture, especially Bengali culture.  His cinematic 

narratives became inseparable from the masses, and in due course, one can say that Ray’s cinema is a part of 

mass culture in India.  As a part of culture, one can consider Ray’s cinema as a body of representation: 

representation of Indian people, society, history, and beliefs and practices.  His cinemas are texts that are 

encoded with signs and codes in the narrative.  In his body of cinematic representation, he mostly represented 

issues of gender, caste, and class, and realistic issues relevant to them.  Understanding representation, 

according to Stuart Hall, representation is the ability to describe or imagine.  Hall points out the importance 

of representation as a means of communication he asserts that representation is a basic communication 

without which humans cannot interact.  Most of the elements of mise-en-scene that he has used effectively 

were and are identifiable by his audiences (both on national and international platforms).   
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The mise-en-scene used in Devi (1960), Mahanagar (1963), Two (1964), Nayak (1960) are significant 

texts for reading the narratives most about the city of joy, Kolkata.  Satyajit Ray is considered an auteur; his 

style of storytelling and the elements he used to narrate the story have influenced many regional, national, 

and international filmmakers.  Souumendu Roy, the cinematographer of Ray’s twenty-one cinema production 

shared “here was no artifice, no make-up; not much of hullabaloo over lights, etc., in the studio.  Even the 

dialogues were commonplace, minimalist; as if everything was easy-going and natural”4.  The reality behind 

the lens and in front of the lens was just the same, therefore Ray is known for being a realistic storyteller 

reflecting the local identities.  Ray’s portrayal of women is worth mentioning, his characters speak through 

their eyes.  Charu from Charulata (1964), Doyamoyee from Devi (1960), Sarbajaya and Durga from Pather 

Panchali (1955), and Arati from Mahanagar (1963) are not only fictitious characters of Ray, but they 

represent many from that region.  Every woman can find a part of themselves in Ray’s characters.  Ray is 

known for taking local stories to global platforms. 

5.3. Linguistic diversity: In the early decades of industrial consolidation of cinema till the late 1940s, the 

linguistic and cultural specificity of industries were not of grave concern (Hughes, 2010a; Radhakrishnan, 

2015).  ‘Regional cinema’, as a way of indicating a linguistic tapestry of practice within the Indian nation, 

came to be used with the restructuring of the film industries by the administrative reorganization of states, 

but this took time.  The consolidation of these new geographies of cinema was initiated in the late 1960s and 

early 1970s when capital flows centered on colonial presidency cities were re-channelized to urban centers 

of the post-independence linguistic regions.  The significance of the relationship between princely states and 

cinematic cultures in this history has been less attended to (Krishna, 2019; Menon, 2009).  The unexamined 

and seamless incorporation of industrial histories of princely states into that of the linguistic state papers over 

contested terrains of region formation and consequent reorganization of the cinematic imaginary, further its 

relationship with the ‘nation’5.  Regional cinema encompasses films made in languages other than Hindi, 

such as Tamil, Telugu, Bengali, Malayalam, Kannada, Marathi, Gujarati, Punjabi, Assamese, and many 

others.  Each of these industries caters to the linguistic preferences of different regions of India.   

Regional cinema carries different languages, accents, vocabulary, and meaning.  The cinematic 

narratives showcase the diversity in language, yet the unit within all these states.   India's regional cinema is 

a vibrant showcase of the country's linguistic diversity. Here are some examples from different linguistic 

regions: Tamil cinema’s notable narratives are Baashha (1995), Enthiran (2010), Vikram Vedha (2017).  

Telugu cinema’s notable productions are Baahubali: The Beginning (2015), Baahubali: The Conclusion 

(2017), Arjun Reddy (2017) and  Malayalam Chemmeen (1965), Drishyam (2013), Jallikattu (2019) are 

worth mentioning in capturing the richness in linguistic diversity.  Whereas when we mention about Kannada 

Cinema, Om (1995), Mungaru Male (2006), KGF: Chapter 1 (2018) come in the list.  Moving towards 

Bengali cinema, Satyajit Ray’s Apu’s Trilogy (1955), Charulata (1964), and Autograph (2010) fill the space.  

                                                 
4 https://www.telegraphindia.com/my-kolkata/lifestyle/soumendu-roy-cinematographer-of-21-satyajit-ray-films-recalls-his-

experience-of-pather-panchali/cid/1852990  (as seen on 1st May 2024) 
5 https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/09749276211026055 (as seen on 3rd June 2024) 
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Marathi cinema Shwaas (2004), Sairat (2016), and Natsamrat (2016) are a notable example of the mode to 

make the audience familiar with linguistic diversity, their taste, and their deep-rooted traditions.   Punjabi 

cinema’s Jatt & Juliet (2012), Punjab 1984 (2014), Chal Mera Putt (2019) gave the wide Indian audiences 

the taste of its language, whereas Gujarati cinema like Bhavni Bhavai (1980), Chhello Divas (2015), and 

Hellaro (2019) made the audience fall in love with the sweetness of its linguistic taste like it does with its 

food.  Odia cinema’s production Sita Bibaha (1936), Bhukha (1989), Kalira Atita (2020) and Assam’s 

Assamese cinema Village Rockstars (2017), Aamis (2019), Bulbul can Sing (2019), Kothanodi (2016), Bokul 

(2015) not only reflect the linguistic diversity of India but also offer unique cultural narratives, traditions, 

and storytelling styles, contributing significantly to the rich tapestry of Indian cinema. 

5.4. Cultural representation: Regional cinema plays a crucial role in cultural representation by providing 

a platform for diverse narratives, languages, and traditions that might otherwise be overshadowed by 

mainstream cinema.  Regional cinema often uses local languages and dialects, which helps preserve and 

promote linguistic diversity.  This can foster a sense of pride and identity among native speakers.  Films 

made in different regions often depict unique customs, rituals, and traditions, providing viewers with insights 

into the cultural fabric of those communities.  This representation helps in keeping traditional practices alive 

and respected.   By showcasing diverse cultures and traditions, regional cinema promotes cultural exchange 

and understanding.  It can bridge gaps between different communities and contribute to a more inclusive 

society.  Tamil cinema, frequently draws on Tamil folklore, mythology, and classical literature, with epic 

narratives and historical stories being quite popular.  Contemporary Tamil films often tackle social issues 

like caste discrimination, gender inequality, and corruption.  On the other hand, Telugu cinema frequently 

depicts local festivals like Sankranti, Bathukamma, and Ugadi, showcasing traditional music and dance 

forms.  Also, there's a strong emphasis on the contrast between rural and urban lifestyles, often highlighting 

the simplicity of village life versus the complexities of city living.  Tamil and Telugu cinema has a rich 

tradition of mythological and devotional movies, often portraying stories from Hindu epics.   

 

In the context of Bengali Cinema, it has a long tradition of exploring intellectual and political themes, 

reflecting the state's history of cultural and political movements.  Bengali cinemas are known for their artistic 

and aesthetic sensibilities, often focusing on human emotions and societal issues.  Malayalam cinema is 

celebrated for its realistic portrayal of life and society, with a focus on naturalistic performances and 

narratives.  Narratives often depict Kerala's unique cultural practices, such as boat races, Theyyam, and 

Kathakali performances.  Malayalam films frequently engage with social reforms, addressing issues like 

matrilineal traditions, communism, and educational challenges.  Kannada cinema often produces historical 

epics, reflecting the rich history of Karnataka, including the tales of the Vijayanagara Empire and other 

dynasties.  There's a strong emphasis on promoting and preserving the Kannada language and cultural 

identity.  Folk arts and traditions, such as Yakshagana (a traditional theatre form), are frequently showcased 

in Kannada films.  Marathi cinema has a tradition of addressing social reform, influenced by the works of 

reformers like Jyotirao Phule and B.R. Ambedkar.  Marathi cinemas are heavily influenced by the state's rich 
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theatre tradition, often featuring dramatic narratives.  Festivals like Ganesh Chaturthi and Gudhi Padwa are 

commonly depicted, highlighting Maharashtrian customs and rituals.   

 

Punjabi Cinema often celebrates rural life, showcasing the agrarian lifestyle, traditional occupations, 

and vibrant village culture.  Bhangra and Giddha, the traditional dance forms, along with Punjabi folk music, 

are integral parts of Punjabi cinema.  Many Punjabi films explore the experiences of the Punjabi diaspora, 

reflecting on themes of migration and cultural assimilation.  Gujarati cinema frequently highlights the 

traditional values, family bonds, and social customs of Gujarat.  These narratives often incorporate elements 

of local folk arts like Garba and Bhavai (a traditional form of theatre).  Odia films often draw on local 

mythology and folklore, celebrating the rich cultural heritage of Odisha.  Key festivals like Rath Yatra and 

Durga Puja are prominently featured, showcasing regional customs and traditions.  There's a significant focus 

on rural life and agrarian issues, reflecting the state's socio-economic landscape.  Regional cinema in India 

is a testament to the country's cultural diversity and complexity.  Each film industry not only entertains but 

also educates and preserves the cultural heritage of its respective region. 

 

5.5. Regional stories and themes: Regional cinema can bring attention to specific socio-economic and 

political issues relevant to a particular area, which may not be covered adequately by mainstream cinema.  

This can include themes related to rural life, local conflicts, and regional heroes.  Indian regional cinema is 

characterized by its rich tapestry of regional stories and themes, each reflecting the unique cultural, social, 

and historical contexts of their respective areas.   Manthan (1976), traces a set of rural farmers of Kheda 

district in Gujarat who had the vision to act good for the welfare of the entire society and not for the exploiting 

class.  Concerning to Tamil cinema, Pariyerum Perumal (2018) explores caste discrimination and the 

Dravidian identity, emphasizing social justice and equality.  Films like Kadaikutty Singam (2018) focus on 

rural agrarian lifestyles, family values, and traditional customs. And Thalaivii (2021).  Telugu blockbusters 

like Magadheera (2009) and Sye (2004) showcase heroism, historical valor, and supernatural elements, 

reflecting local myths and legends.  Productions like Bommarillu (2006) and Seethamma Vakitlo Sirimalle 

Chettu (2013) delve into family relationships, societal expectations, and generational conflicts.  Films like 

Leader (2010) and Bharat Ane Nenu (2018) address political themes, corruption, and leadership, reflecting 

the political climate of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana. 

 

Bengali narratives Charulata (1964) and Pather Panchali (1955) are adaptations of works by 

Rabindranath Tagore and Bibhutibhushan Bandopadhyay, focusing on intricate human emotions and societal 

changes.  Movies like Meghe Dhaka Tara (1960) and Jaatiswar (2014) offer commentary on the socio-

political upheavals and historical events in Bengal.  Whereas narratives like Ghare Baire (1984) depict the 

cultural and intellectual richness of Bengali society.  Malayalam cinema such as Peranbu (2018) and 

Kumbalangi Nights (2019) are known for their realistic portrayal of societal issues like family dynamics, 

disability, and marginalization.  Movies like Celluloid (2013) and Oru Vadakkan Veeragatha (1989) explore 

literary and historical themes, showcasing Kerala's rich cultural history.  Films like Ezra (2017) and 
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Anandabhadram (2005) delve into mystical and supernatural elements rooted in local folklore.  Marathi 

stories like Sairat (2016) and Court (2014) address caste discrimination, social justice, and the legal system, 

reflecting the state's reformist traditions.  Stories such as Natsamrat (2016) and Katyar Kaljat Ghusali (2015) 

draw from Marathi literature and theatre, focusing on dramatic and poetic narratives.  Films like Aga Bai 

Arrechyaa (2004) depict traditional festivals and cultural practices, highlighting Maharashtrian customs. 

 

Whereas Punjab 1984 (2014) and Chauthi Koot (2015) explore the agrarian lifestyle, rural challenges, 

and the impact of political turmoil.  Movies such as Angrej (2015) and Sardaar Ji (2015) depict the 

experiences of the Punjabi diaspora, reflecting on themes of migration and cultural assimilation.  Films like 

Jatt & Juliet (2012) emphasize traditional Punjabi music, dance, and vibrant cultural celebrations.  Gujarati 

Cinema Kevi Rite Jaish (2012) and Hellaro (2019) reflect the entrepreneurial spirit and the socio-economic 

aspirations of Gujaratis.  Bhavai (2021) incorporates elements of local folk arts and traditions, celebrating 

Gujarati heritage whereas films like Chaal Jeevi Laiye (2019) focus on family bonds, community values, and 

traditional customs.  Indian regional cinema, with its vast array of languages and cultural backgrounds, 

provides a nuanced and authentic portrayal of local stories and themes, enriching the country's cinematic 

landscape. 

 

5.6. Local talent: Regional cinema provides opportunities for local actors, directors, writers, and technicians, 

fostering a vibrant film industry in various parts of the world.  This decentralization of the film industry helps 

in nurturing talent that might not have access to the resources of mainstream cinema.  Regional cinema not 

only showcases local stories and themes but also promotes actors, directors, writers, musicians, and 

technicians who bring a unique regional flavor to their work.  Here are some notable aspects of how local 

talent is represented in various regional cinemas of India:  several Tamil actors and actresses, such as 

Rajinikanth, Kamal Haasan, Vijay, and Nayanthara, have achieved iconic status and have contributed 

significantly to the industry.  Renowned directors like Mani Ratnam, Shankar, and Bala are celebrated for 

their innovative storytelling and have elevated Tamil cinema on both national and international platforms.  

Music composers like A.R. Rahman and Ilaiyaraaja have revolutionized Tamil film music, garnering global 

recognition.   

 

Telugu cinema stars like Chiranjeevi, Mahesh Babu, Prabhas, and Samantha Akkineni are major 

draws, with many achieving pan-Indian popularity.  Visionary directors such as S.S. Rajamouli and 

Trivikram Srinivas have gained acclaim for their blockbuster films and innovative cinematic 

techniques.  Talented writers and lyricists like Trivikram Srinivas and Sirivennela Sitarama Sastry contribute 

to the rich narrative and musical heritage of Telugu cinema.  Bengali  cinema actors such as Uttam Kumar, 

Soumitra Chatterjee, and contemporary stars like Prosenjit Chatterjee and Rituparna Sengupta have been 

instrumental in shaping Bengali cinema.  Directors Satyajit Ray, Ritwik Ghatak, and contemporary 

filmmakers like Rituparno Ghosh and Srijit Mukherji have made significant contributions to the art of 
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filmmaking.  Musicians composers like R.D. Burman and Hemanta Mukherjee, along with contemporary 

talents like Anupam Roy, have enriched Bengali film music. 

 

Malayalam cinema actors like Mammootty, Mohanlal, and Parvathy Thiruvothu are celebrated for 

their versatile performances and have a massive following.  Directors filmmakers like Adoor 

Gopalakrishnan, Shaji N. Karun, and contemporary directors like Lijo Jose Pellissery and Dileesh Pothan are 

known for their realistic and innovative storytelling.  Writers - screenwriters and playwrights like M.T. 

Vasudevan Nair have been pivotal in crafting compelling narratives that resonate with local and global 

audiences.  Kannada cinema stars like Dr. Rajkumar, Puneeth Rajkumar, and Radhika Pandit have left a 

lasting impact on Kannada cinema.  Visionary directors such as Girish Karnad, and Puttanna Kanagal, and 

contemporary talents like Rakshit Shetty have significantly contributed to the industry.  Screenwriters like 

T.N. Seetharam and Chandrashekhara Kambara have enriched Kannada cinema with their literary prowess.  

Marathi veteran actors like Vikram Gokhale, and Smita Patil, and contemporary stars like Radhika Apte and 

Subodh Bhave have significantly influenced Marathi cinema.  Renowned directors such as Jabbar Patel, 

Mahesh Manjrekar, and Nagraj Manjule are known for their impactful storytelling.  Playwrights and 

screenwriters like Vijay Tendulkar and Pu La Deshpande have greatly contributed to the narrative strength 

of Marathi films. 

 

Punjabi cinema popular actors like Gurdas Maan, Diljit Dosanjh, and Neeru Bajwa have brought 

Punjabi cinema to wider audiences.  Directors like Anurag Singh and Pankaj Batra are known for their work 

that resonates with both local and global audiences.  Music is a cornerstone of Punjabi cinema, with talents 

like Daler Mehndi, Baba Sehgal, Gurdas Maan and contemporary artists like Ammy Virk and Jassie Gill 

contributing significantly.  Gujarati actors like Upendra Trivedi, Naresh Kanodia, and modern stars like 

Malhar Thakar have been instrumental in the growth of Gujarati cinema.  Filmmakers such as Ketan Mehta 

and Abhishek Jain have brought innovative narratives to the forefront.  Writers like Jyotindra Dave and 

renowned playwrights have contributed significantly to the storytelling aspect of Gujarati films.  Odia 

legendary actors like Uttam Mohanty and contemporary stars like Anubhav Mohanty have made significant 

contributions to Odia cinema.  Directors such as Nirad Mohapatra and Nila Madhab Panda are known for 

their impactful films.  Writers like Gopal Chhotray and Basant Mahapatra have enriched the narrative 

landscape of Odia cinema.  The emphasis on local talent in regional cinema not only ensures the authenticity 

of cultural representations but also provides a platform for diverse voices and stories. This has helped 

regional cinema in India carve out a distinct identity and gain recognition both nationally and internationally. 

 

5.7. Influence of local elements: The influence of local culture in the regional cinema of India is profound 

and pervasive, shaping narratives, characters, aesthetics, and even production techniques.  Each regional film 

industry mirrors the unique cultural ethos of its region, often becoming a powerful medium for preserving 

and promoting local traditions, languages, and societal norms.  Telegu cinema often incorporates Telugu 

folklore, mythology, and historical tales.  Films like Baahubali (2015) and Arundhati (2009) reflect a deep-
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rooted cultural heritage.  Tamil cinema has use of rich, poetic Tamil language and dialects enhances cultural 

authenticity.  Malayalam cinema is often set in small towns and rural areas, capturing the essence of Malayali 

life.  Films like Maheshinte Prathikaaram (2016) and Kumbalangi Nights (2019) are notable examples.  

Whereas in the context of Bengali cinema, the strong influence of Bengal’s intellectual and cultural traditions 

can be seen, with films often based on literary works by authors like Rabindranath Tagore and Sarat Chandra 

Chattopadhyay.  Focus on classical music, dance, and theatre traditions of Bengal, are seen in films by 

Satyajit Ray and Ritwik Ghatak.  Along with these, the historical and contemporary political landscape of 

Bengal, including the impact of movements like Naxalism is seen in Bengali narratives.   

 

Marathi Cinema like  Natarang (2010) incorporates Marathi folk arts like Tamasha and Lavani.  

Marathi cinema also depicts local customs, festivals, and rituals, like Ganesh Chaturthi and Maharashtrian 

weddings.  These narratives often explore social reform themes, reflecting Maharashtra’s progressive 

movements in films like Sairat (2016) and Court (2014).  Punjabi Cinemas are rich in depictions of Punjabi 

music, dance (Bhangra), and wedding celebrations.  Many films address the experiences of the Punjabi 

diaspora, reflecting cultural duality and identity issues.  It emphasizes on rural settings and agricultural life, 

central to Punjabi identity.  Gujarati cinema frequently depicts festivals like Navratri and Uttarayan, 

showcasing traditional dance forms like Garba and Dandiya.  They use Gujarati language and regional humor 

to create a relatable cinematic experience.  Films often reflect Gujarati values of family, entrepreneurship, 

and resilience.  Regional costumes and traditional attire enhance the cultural authenticity of characters.  Sets 

and locations are often designed to reflect the local architecture and landscape.  Use of local musical 

instruments, traditional soundscapes, and regional cinematography styles. 

 

5.8. Showcasing regional art and music: The inclusion of regional music, dance, and art forms in films 

helps preserve these cultural expressions.  It can also introduce these elements to a broader audience, 

fostering cross-cultural appreciation.  Regional cinema in India plays a significant role in showcasing the 

rich diversity of regional art and music.  Each region has its unique cultural identity, and regional films often 

serve as a vibrant medium to preserve and promote this cultural heritage.  Films are made in various regional 

languages such as Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam, Kannada, Bengali, Marathi, Gujarati, Punjabi, and many 

others.  The use of local dialects and idiomatic expressions enhances the authenticity of the cultural 

representation.  Regional cinema frequently incorporates traditional and folk music, which reflects the unique 

musical heritage of the region.  The soundtracks often include local instruments and musical styles, ranging 

from classical compositions to contemporary folk tunes. Traditional dance forms like Bharatanatyam, 

Kathak, Kuchipudi, Odissi, Bhangra, Lavani, and many others are showcased in regional films.  Dance 

sequences are often integral to the narrative and are used to celebrate regional festivals, rituals, and customs.  

Regional cinema highlights local art forms, including painting styles, crafts, textiles, and architecture.  Films 

set in rural or historical contexts often depict the traditional lifestyle, including clothing, household items, 

and artistic practices.   
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Many regional films draw inspiration from local folklore, legends, and epics, thus preserving oral 

traditions and mythologies.  Themes and narratives often reflect local issues, beliefs, and social customs, 

providing a window into the region's cultural fabric.  Depictions of regional festivals like Pongal, Onam, 

Durga Puja, Ganesh Chaturthi, and others are common.  Films often capture the essence of these celebrations, 

including the music, dance, rituals, and communal activities associated with them.  Regional films often 

showcase the natural beauty and unique landscapes of their regions, from the backwaters of Kerala to the 

deserts of Rajasthan.  The visual storytelling includes local architecture, temples, markets, and rural settings, 

adding to the cultural depth.  Regional cinema has produced many iconic filmmakers, actors, musicians, and 

artists who have contributed to the cultural and artistic identity of their regions.  These personalities often 

become cultural ambassadors, promoting regional art and music on a national and international stage.  

Overall, regional cinema in India is a powerful medium that not only entertains but also educates audiences 

about the diverse cultural traditions of different parts of the country.  It plays a crucial role in preserving and 

promoting regional art forms, ensuring they continue to thrive in a rapidly changing world. 

 

6. CONCLUSION 

Local culture is the bedrock of regional cinema in India, providing a rich tapestry of stories, characters, and 

visual aesthetics.  By embedding cultural elements into their narratives, regional films not only entertain but 

also preserve and promote the unique heritage of their respective regions. This cultural influence ensures that 

regional cinemas remain vibrant and relevant, resonating deeply with local audiences while also gaining 

appreciation on national and international platforms.  Cinema, as a medium of culture, serves as a dynamic 

and influential force in society.  It reflects historical contexts, embodies cultural narratives, and shapes 

societal values.  The ongoing evolution of cinema, driven by technological advancements and changing 

societal norms, ensures its continued relevance and impact in the cultural landscape.  By analyzing cinema 

through various theoretical lenses and historical perspectives, we gain a deeper understanding of its role in 

both reflecting and shaping the culture it depicts.  

 

In conclusion, regional cinema is in fact ‘huge’ in numbers, and is a vital tool for cultural 

representation, offering a platform for diverse voices and stories.  It enriches the global cinematic landscape 

by preserving and promoting the unique cultural identities of different regions.  Each regional cinema 

industry operates semi-independently with its own set of production houses, actors, directors, and technical 

crew. They often have distinct production styles, storytelling techniques, and cinematic aesthetics.  The 

primary audience for regional cinema consists of speakers of the respective languages. However, successful 

regional films can transcend linguistic barriers and gain nationwide popularity through subtitles and dubbing.  

Regional cinemas contribute significantly to the overall Indian film industry, with some producing a large 

number of films annually.  They play a crucial role in providing employment and fostering local talent in the 

entertainment sector.  The growth of regional cinema can have positive economic impacts on local 

communities, from job creation to boosting local tourism through the depiction of scenic locales and this is 

very evident in cases like Assamese, Bengali, Tamil, and Telegu cinema industry. 
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