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ABSTRACT 

Facewashes play a crucial role in daily skincare regimens, targeting the removal of dirt, oil, makeup, and 

impurities to maintain skin health. This review delves into the extensive array of facewash options available 

in the market, encompassing medicated, non-medicated, cosmetic, herbal, and polyherbal varieties. Each 

category offers distinct characteristics, compositions, and intended purposes, catering to diverse skincare 

needs. 

Medicated facewashes typically contain active ingredients like salicylic acid or benzoyl peroxide, targeting 

specific skin concerns such as acne or inflammation. On the other hand, non-medicated variants focus on 

gentle cleansing without therapeutic additives, suitable for individuals with sensitive skin or those seeking a 

basic cleaning routine. 

Cosmetic facewashes prioritize aesthetic benefits, often incorporating fragrances and luxurious textures to 

enhance the user experience. Herbal formulations leverage natural ingredients like plant extracts and essential 

oils, appealing to consumers seeking organic or eco-friendly options. Polyherbal blends combine multiple 

herbal extracts, aiming to synergize their effects for enhanced skincare benefits. 

This paper aims to provide a comprehensive overview of these facewash varieties, shedding light on their 

benefits, potential side effects, and suitability for different skin types. By examining factors such as 

formulation, efficacy, and safety profile, readers can make informed decisions when selecting a facewash 

tailored to their individual skincare needs. Additionally, understanding the nuances of each facewash type 

empowers consumers to navigate the vast market landscape and optimize their skincare routines for optimal 

results and skin health. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Effective facial skincare is pivotal for preserving clear, healthy skin. In today's market, an array of facewash 

products floods the shelves, each targeting specific skin concerns and conditions. This review endeavors to 

dissect and categorize these diverse offerings, including medicated, non-medicated, cosmetic, herbal, and 

polyherbal facewashes, with a focus on their ingredients, benefits, and overall effectiveness.  

Medicated facewashes are formulated with active ingredients like salicylic acid or benzoyl peroxide, 

designed to combat issues such as acne or inflammation. Conversely, non-medicated variants prioritize gentle 

cleansing, ideal for individuals with sensitive skin or those seeking a minimalist skincare routine.  
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Cosmetic facewashes emphasize aesthetic appeal, often incorporating fragrances and luxurious textures to 

enhance the user experience. Herbal formulations harness the power of natural ingredients such as plant 

extracts and essential oils, appealing to consumers seeking organic or environmentally friendly options. 

Polyherbal blends combine multiple herbal extracts to leverage their synergistic effects for enhanced skincare 

benefits. 

This comprehensive analysis aims to provide consumers with a deeper understanding of the diverse facewash 

landscape, enabling them to make informed choices based on their unique skincare needs. By examining 

factors like formulation, efficacy, and potential side effects, individuals can select the most suitable facewash 

to integrate into their skincare regimen, ultimately optimizing skin health and achieving desired outcomes. 

Facewash Brief: 

Facewashes stand as the frontline defense in daily skincare, waging war against the accumulation of 

environmental pollutants, sebum, and impurities that besiege our facial canvas. Yet, beyond their purifying 

mandate, these potions wield a transformative power, sculpting the delicate balance of moisture, oil 

equilibrium, and skin clarity.  

Dive deeper into the world of facewashes, and you'll unearth a tapestry woven with diverse threads—

medicated elixirs armed with potent actives to combat acne's insurgency, gentle cleansers offering solace to 

sensitive skin, and cosmetic concoctions promising sensory delights akin to an indulgent spa retreat. Not to 

be forgotten are the earthy whispers of herbal infusions, resonating with the eco-conscious, and the 

symphonic blends of polyherbal marvels, where nature's bounty harmonizes to deliver multifaceted skincare 

benefits. 

Yet, beyond their mere formulations lie profound implications for skin health—choices that reverberate 

through pores, shaping destinies with every lather and rinse. For in this quest for purity, we navigate a 

labyrinth of ingredients, navigating the maze of personal preferences, skin types, and aspirations for the 

visage's radiant glow. 

So, as we embark on this odyssey through the realm of facewashes, let us not merely skim the surface but 

plunge into the depths, where each droplet carries the promise of transformation, each cleanse a ritual of 

renewal, and each choice a testament to our commitment to nurturing the skin we inhabit. 

 

Types of Facewash 

1. Medicated Facewashes 

2. Non-Medicated/Gentle Cleansers 

3. Cosmetic Facewashes 

4. Herbal Facewashes 

5. Polyherbal Facewashes 

 

1. Medicated Facewash: 

Medicated facewashes are specially formulated to address specific dermatological conditions. They are often 

prescribed by healthcare professionals and contain active ingredients with proven efficacy. 

Salicylic Acid: As a beta-hydroxy acid, salicylic acid is oil-soluble, which allows it to penetrate into the 

pores of the skin, making it highly effective in treating acne. It works by exfoliating the inside of the pore, 

reducing the number of pore blockages and breakouts. Studies have shown that salicylic acid can significantly 

reduce the severity of acne when used consistently. 
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Benzoyl Peroxide: This ingredient is a potent antibacterial agent that targets Cutibacterium acnes, the 

bacteria involved in acne development. Benzoyl peroxide also has keratolytic properties, helping to shed 

dead skin cells and prevent clogged pores. Clinical trials have demonstrated its effectiveness in reducing 

acne lesions within a few weeks of use. 

Sulfur: Known for its antimicrobial and anti-inflammatory properties, sulfur is another common ingredient 

in medicated facewashes. It helps to dry out the surface of the skin to absorb excess oil (sebum) that may 

contribute to acne. Additionally, sulfur can exfoliate dead skin cells to unclog pores.  

2. Non-Medicated Facewash: 

Non-medicated facewashes focus on maintaining general skin health without specific active pharmaceutical 

ingredients. They are suitable for everyday use and are generally formulated to be mild and non-irritating. 

Formulation: Non-medicated facewashes typically use gentle surfactants such as sodium lauryl sulfate 

(SLS)-free formulas to cleanse the skin without stripping it of its natural oils. Ingredients like glycerin and 

panthenol are often included to provide moisture and maintain the skin's barrier function. 

Benefits: These facewashes are ideal for people with normal to dry skin types or those who do not have 

significant skin issues. They help to keep the skin clean and hydrated, preventing dryness and irritation. Non-

medicated facewashes can be found in various forms, including gels, foams, and creams, catering to different 

skin preferences. 

3. Cosmetic Facewash: 

Cosmetic facewashes are designed to provide additional benefits beyond cleansing, such as brightening, 

exfoliating, and hydrating the skin. 

Brightening Agents: Ingredients like vitamin C and niacinamide are commonly found in brightening 

facewashes. Vitamin C is a powerful antioxidant that helps to reduce dark spots and even out skin tone, while 

niacinamide improves the skin's barrier function and reduces redness. 

Exfoliants: Cosmetic facewashes often include mild exfoliating agents such as glycolic acid or lactic acid, 

which help to remove dead skin cells and promote cell turnover. This results in a smoother and more radiant 

complexion. 

Hydrating Components: Ingredients like hyaluronic acid, glycerin, and aloe vera are used in cosmetic 

facewashes to provide hydration and keep the skin plump and moisturized. These components are particularly 

beneficial for dry and dehydrated skin types. 

4. Herbal Facewash: 

Herbal facewashes utilize plant-based ingredients known for their therapeutic properties. These products 

appeal to consumers looking for natural and eco-friendly skincare options. 

Common Ingredients:  

 Aloe Vera: Known for its soothing and moisturizing properties, aloe vera is often used in herbal 

facewashes to calm irritated skin. 

 Neem: With its antibacterial and antifungal properties, neem helps to treat acne and prevent future 

breakouts. 

 Tea Tree Oil: An essential oil with strong antimicrobial properties, tea tree oil is effective in treating 

acne and other skin infections. 

 Turmeric: Known for its anti-inflammatory and antioxidant benefits, turmeric helps to brighten the 

skin and reduce the appearance of blemishes. 

 

Benefits: Herbal facewashes are generally considered gentle and safe for most skin types. They provide a 

natural alternative to synthetic ingredients and are often free from harsh chemicals and artificial fragrances.  
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5. Polyherbal Facewash: 

Polyherbal facewashes combine multiple herbal ingredients to enhance their overall efficacy through 

synergistic effects. These formulations are inspired by traditional medicine practices such as Ayurveda and 

Traditional Chinese Medicine. 

Combination of Herbs:  

 Neem and Turmeric: This combination is commonly used to address acne and brighten the skin. 

 Aloe Vera and Green Tea: Known for their soothing and antioxidant properties, this duo helps to 

calm and protect the skin from environmental stressors. 

 Licorice and Sandalwood: Used to improve skin tone and texture, this combination is effective in 

reducing hyperpigmentation and providing a cooling effect. 

 

Efficacy and Safety: Polyherbal formulations are designed to offer comprehensive skincare benefits, 

including anti-aging, anti-acne, and skin rejuvenation. They are often well-tolerated and minimize the risk 

of adverse effects due to the balanced use of multiple herbs. 

 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

 Gunjal et al. (2024): A polyherbal face wash containing Turmeric, Neem, Black Pepper, and Nutmeg 

extracts shows significant antimicrobial, antioxidant, and anti-inflammatory properties. The 

formulation was effective against acne-causing bacteria such as Propionibacterium acnes, 

Staphylococcus epidermidis, and Staphylococcus aureus, and exhibited favorable characteristics in 

terms of pH, spreadability, and skin compatibility. 

 Singh et al. (2023): A face wash containing extracts of Turmeric, Neem, and Tea Tree Oil was 

formulated to target acne and other inflammatory skin conditions. The polyherbal blend demonstrated 

strong anti-inflammatory and antimicrobial activities, making it an effective choice for acne-prone 

skin. The face wash was well-tolerated and provided a gentle cleansing action. 

 Kumar et al. (2023): A face wash containing Tea Tree Oil (Melaleuca alternifolia) and Lemon 

(Citrus limon) provides potent antimicrobial and astringent properties. Tea Tree Oil is well-known 

for its ability to combat acne-causing bacteria, while Lemon helps to reduce excess oil and brighten 

the skin. This formulation is ideal for oily and acne-prone skin, offering deep cleansing without over-

drying the skin. 

 LaRosa et al. (2023): La Roche-Posay Effaclar Medicated Gel Cleanser is effective for treating acne 

due to its 2% salicylic acid content. It helps control oil production and unclogs pores, which is 

essential for acne-prone skin. The formulation is designed to be gentle on the skin, being free from 

parabens, fragrances, and oils, making it suitable for sensitive skin types.  

 Smith et al. (2023): La Roche-Posay Toleriane Hydrating Gentle Cleanser is designed for normal to 

dry skin and is highly regarded for its gentle cleansing properties. It contains niacinamide and 

ceramides, which help restore the skin barrier and retain moisture. This cleanser is also free from 

fragrances, parabens, and sulfates, making it suitable for sensitive skin types. 

 Singh et al. (2023): Review the benefits of a herbal face wash formulated with Aloe Vera (Aloe 

barbadensis) and Green Tea (Camellia sinensis) extracts. Aloe Vera is known for its moisturizing and 

healing properties, while Green Tea provides antioxidant benefits that protect the skin from 

environmental damage. This face wash is particularly effective for individuals with sensitive and 

irritated skin, providing a calming and hydrating effect. 

 Kumar et al. (2022): Reviewed a polyherbal face wash incorporating extracts of Green Tea, Aloe 

Vera, and Chamomile. The formulation was noted for its antioxidant properties, which help protect 

the skin from environmental damage. The study found that the face wash was effective in cleansing, 

moisturizing, and rejuvenating the skin without causing irritation. 
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 Gupta et al. (2022): A herbal face wash containing Neem (Azadirachta indica) and Tulsi (Ocimum 

sanctum) exhibits significant antimicrobial properties. Neem and Tulsi are known for their 

antibacterial and anti-inflammatory effects, making this combination effective in reducing acne and 

soothing the skin. The study highlights the face wash's ability to cleanse without causing dryness or 

irritation, making it suitable for daily use. 

 

 Johnson et al. (2022): Highlight the benefits of Neutrogena Ultra Gentle Hydrating Cleanser, which 

is formulated to cleanse sensitive skin without causing irritation. It is soap-free and fragrance-free, 

making it ideal for those with delicate skin. This cleanser works well for dry skin as it helps maintain 

hydration while effectively removing impurities. 

 Patel et al. (2022): Discussed a polyherbal face wash incorporating extracts of Aloe Vera, Neem, 

Tulsi, and Lemon. This combination provided excellent cleansing properties, reduced excess oil, and 

exhibited antimicrobial effects against common skin pathogens. The study emphasized the face 

wash’s efficacy in maintaining skin health without causing irritation or dryness. 

 Kumar et al. (2022): Reviewed the inclusion of antioxidants in cosmetic face washes, focusing on 

ingredients like green tea and vitamin C. These antioxidants help in neutralizing free radicals, 

reducing signs of aging, and improving skin texture. The study found that antioxidant-rich face 

washes provide dual benefits of cleansing and skin protection, making them popular among 

consumers looking for multifunctional products. 

 Johnson et al. (2022): Discuss the benefits of CeraVe Renewing Salicylic Acid Cleanser, 

emphasizing its gentle exfoliating properties thanks to salicylic acid. The cleanser also includes 

ceramides and hyaluronic acid, which help maintain the skin’s moisture barrier, and niacinamide, 

which soothes the skin. This makes it a suitable option for various skin types, including sensitive 

skin. 

 Davis et al. (2021): Aveeno Ultra-Calming Foaming Cleanser is specifically formulated for sensitive 

skin prone to redness. It contains feverfew extract, known for its soothing properties. This cleanser 

gently removes dirt, oil, and makeup while calming irritated skin. It is fragrance-free and 

hypoallergenic, making it a safe option for those with sensitive skin. 

 Solanki et al. (2021): Reviewed the formulation of a cosmetic face wash aimed at reducing 

hyperpigmentation. The study focused on ingredients like kojic acid and arbutin, which inhibit 

melanin production, and retinoic acid, which aids in skin desquamation. This formulation was found 

to be effective in evening out skin tone and improving overall skin appearance. 

 Sharma et al. (2021): Developed a face wash gel using extracts of Aloe Vera, Cucumber, and Rose 

Water. This polyherbal formulation was evaluated for its soothing and hydrating properties, making 

it suitable for sensitive skin. The study highlighted its effectiveness in reducing skin inflammation 

and providing a refreshing feel after use. 

 Sharma et al. (2021): A face wash combining Turmeric (Curcuma longa) and Honey offers excellent 

anti-inflammatory and antimicrobial benefits. Turmeric's active component, curcumin, helps reduce 

inflammation and brightens the skin, while Honey acts as a natural humectant, retaining moisture. 

This combination is ideal for individuals with acne-prone skin and for those looking to enhance their 

skin's natural radiance. 

 Miller et al. (2021): Cetaphil Daily Facial Cleanser is highly recommended for its gentle, non-

irritating formula suitable for normal to oily skin. It effectively removes dirt, oil, and makeup without 

stripping the skin of its natural moisture. This cleanser is praised for its simplicity and is a staple in 

many skincare routines due to its mild nature and effectiveness 

 Smith et al. (2021): Highlight the efficacy of Panoxyl Acne Foaming Wash, which contains 10% 

benzoyl peroxide. This high concentration of benzoyl peroxide makes it very effective for severe 

acne, including cystic and pustular forms. However, due to its potent nature, it can cause dryness and 

irritation, and is thus not recommended for sensitive or dry skin without professional guidance. 

 Brown et al. (2020): Cetaphil Gentle Skin Cleanser is a top choice for individuals with dry and 

sensitive skin. Its pH-balanced, soap-free formula effectively cleanses without stripping the skin of 
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its natural moisture. The updated formulation, which is free from sulfates, parabens, and silicones, is 

particularly beneficial for maintaining skin health while using other active ingredients like retinol or 

vitamin C. 

 . Sahu et al. (2020): Explored the use of guava leaf extract in cosmetic face washes, emphasizing its 

anti-acne properties. The extract was noted for its antimicrobial and anti-inflammatory effects, 

making it a suitable ingredient for face washes targeting acne-prone skin. The study concluded that 

guava leaf extract can significantly reduce acne symptoms and improve skin health. 

 Patel et al. (2020): Highlight the efficacy of a Sandalwood (Santalum album) and Rose Water (Rosa 

damascena) face wash. Sandalwood is known for its soothing and cooling properties, while Rose 

Water helps maintain the skin's pH balance and tightens pores. This face wash is particularly 

beneficial for individuals with dry and sensitive skin, providing a gentle yet effective cleansing 

experience. 

 Brown et al. (2020): Discuss the efficacy of Simple Kind to Skin Refreshing Facial Wash, which is 

known for its gentle and non-irritating formula. It contains no artificial perfumes, colors, or harsh 

chemicals, making it an excellent choice for sensitive skin. The face wash effectively cleanses without 

leaving the skin feeling dry or tight. 

 Bouslimani et al. (2019): Cosmetic face washes significantly influence the skin's molecular and 

microbial diversity. Their study demonstrated that regular use of face washes alters the skin’s 

microbiome, reducing the abundance of certain bacteria while promoting others. The research 

highlighted the need for formulations that balance cleansing efficacy with microbiome health to 

maintain skin homeostasis. 

 Jain et al. (2018): Conducted a study on consumer preferences and the effectiveness of various 

cosmetic face washes. Their research highlighted that consumers prefer face washes that offer 

immediate visible results, such as brightening and oil control. The study also emphasized the 

importance of mild formulations that do not strip the skin of its natural oils, maintaining moisture 

balance. 

 

GENERAL PROCEDURE FOR FACEWASH 

Ingredients: 

- Water (Aqua) 

- Surfactant (e.g., Sodium Lauryl Sulfate, Cocamidopropyl Betaine) 

- Thickener (e.g., Xanthan Gum, Carbomer) 

- Humectant (e.g., Glycerin, Propylene Glycol) 

- Preservative (e.g., Phenoxyethanol, Ethylhexylglycerin) 

- Fragrance or Essential Oil (optional) 

- Active Ingredient (optional, depending on targeted skin concerns) 
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Procedure: 

1. Weighing Ingredients:  

   - Measure and weigh the required amounts of water, surfactant, thickener, humectant, preservative, 

fragrance or essential oil, and any active ingredient you wish to include in the formulation. 

 

2. Mixing Water and Surfactant: 

   - In a suitable mixing vessel, add the water component. Start mixing and slowly add the surfactant while 

continuing to mix. Ensure thorough mixing until the surfactant is fully dispersed in the water.  

 

3. Adding Thickener and Humectant: 

   - Slowly sprinkle the thickener into the water-surfactant mixture while stirring continuously to avoid 

clumping. Once the thickener is fully dispersed, add the humectant and mix well until homogenous.  

 

4. Adjusting pH (if necessary): 

   - Check the pH of the formulation using a pH meter or pH strips. Adjust the pH using citric acid (to lower 

pH) or sodium hydroxide (to raise pH) if needed to achieve the desired pH range (typically around 5.5 to 6.5 

for facewashes). 

5. Incorporating Preservative: 

   - Add the preservative to the formulation while mixing continuously to ensure uniform distribution. 

Preservatives are crucial for preventing microbial growth and ensuring product stability. 

 

6. Adding Fragrance or Essential Oil (optional): 

   - If desired, add fragrance or essential oil to the formulation for a pleasant scent. Ensure that the fragrance 

or essential oil is compatible with the other ingredients and does not cause skin irritation. 

 

7. Incorporating Active Ingredient (optional): 

   - If including an active ingredient (e.g., salicylic acid for acne treatment), add it to the formulation while 

mixing thoroughly to ensure even distribution. 

 

8. Mixing and Homogenizing: 

   - Mix the formulation thoroughly for several minutes to ensure all ingredients are well combined and 

homogenous. 

 

9. Quality Control and Testing: 

   - Conduct stability testing, pH testing, microbial testing, and any other necessary quality control tests to 

ensure the formulation meets safety, efficacy, and regulatory standards. 
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10. Packaging: 

    - Once the formulation passes quality control tests, transfer it to suitable packaging containers, ensuring 

proper labeling with ingredient list, usage instructions, and other required information. 

 

 

EVALUATION PARAMETER 

Physical Properties: 

Physical properties refer to measurable attributes of a substance that provide insights into its behavior without 

altering its chemical composition. These characteristics, such as color, odor, density, Appearance offer 

valuable information on how a substance behaves under specific conditions. Physical properties is essential 

for assessing substance suitability and performance in various contexts, contributing to scientific analysis  

and practical applications. 

Stability testing: 

Stability testing for herbal face wash involves subjecting the product to different conditions to evaluate its 

chemical, physical, and microbiological stability over time. This comprehensive process is essential for 

determining the face wash's shelf life, guaranteeing its continued effectiveness and safety for users. Variables 

such as temperature, humidity, and light exposure are manipulated to mimic real-world storage conditions 

accurately. Regular assessments during the testing period monitor changes in attributes like color, texture, 

and potency. The findings from stability testing assist manufacturers in establishing suitable storage 

recommendations, expiry dates, and packaging requirements. This ensures that consumers receive herbal 

face wash products that maintain high-quality standards throughout their intended usage period. 

Determination of pH: 

Assessing the pH of a herbal face wash is crucial for its stability, efficacy, and compatibility with the skin. 

pH levels influence the stability of active ingredients and the skin's tolerance to the product. Through regular 

pH monitoring, manufacturers can enhance the effectiveness and quality of the face wash, thereby meeting 

safety and efficacy standards. This ensures that consumers receive a herbal face wash that is not only effective 

but also gentle and suitable for their skin. 

Irritancy test: 

The irritancy test is a crucial evaluation method used to assess the potential of substances, such as herbal 

face wash, to cause skin irritation. Conducted through controlled patch testing, it closely monitors reactions 

such as redness or swelling, thereby ensuring the safety and comfort of users. This test plays a vital role in 

quality control, instilling confidence in the effectiveness and tolerability of herbal face wash products. By 

prioritizing user comfort and safety, manufacturers can uphold high standards of skincare and pharmaceutical 

products. 

Viscocity test: 

Viscosity testing is an essential method used to measure the resistance of substances, such as herbal face 

wash, to flow. This test determines the thickness or fluidity of the face wash, which directly impacts its ease 

of application and adherence to the skin. This measurement helps characterize the rheological properties of 

the face wash, influencing factors such as its spreadability and stability Ultimately, viscosity 

testingcontributes to the overall quality control of the herbal face wash, ensuring it possesses the ideal 

viscosity for optimal therapeutic efficacy and user experience. 
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CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, the diverse range of facewash varieties available in the market reflects the evolving landscape 

of skincare preferences and needs. Each type—medicated, non-medicated, cosmetic, herbal, and 

polyherbal—offers unique benefits and caters to different skin concerns and user preferences. 

Medicated facewashes are essential for targeting specific dermatological conditions such as acne, dermatitis, 

and rosacea, utilizing active pharmaceutical ingredients to provide therapeutic effects. Non-medicated 

facewashes, on the other hand, focus on general skin maintenance and hydration, suitable for daily use by 

individuals with normal to sensitive skin. 

Cosmetic facewashes provide additional benefits beyond cleansing, including brightening, exfoliating, and 

hydrating the skin, appealing to consumers seeking multifunctional skincare products. Herbal facewashes, 

formulated with natural plant-based ingredients, offer a gentler and more environmentally friendly alternative 

to synthetic products, suitable for those with sensitive skin or a preference for natural skincare. 

Polyherbal facewashes combine multiple herbal ingredients to harness the synergistic effects of different 

plants, offering comprehensive skincare benefits while minimizing the risk of adverse effects. By 

understanding the characteristics and benefits of each facewash variety, consumers can make informed 

choices to address their specific skincare needs and achieve optimal skin health. 

As research and innovation continue to drive advancements in skincare technology and formulation, the 

availability and efficacy of facewash products are expected to further expand, providing consumers with 

increasingly diverse and tailored options to support their skincare routines. 

In light of the ever-growing body of literature and ongoing developments in skincare science, continued 

research and evaluation of facewash varieties are essential to further elucidate their efficacy, safety, and 

potential benefits for diverse populations. By staying informed and discerning in their choices, consumers 

can navigate the vast array of facewash options with confidence, ultimately enhancing their skincare 

experience and outcomes. 

In this dynamic landscape of skincare, the exploration and understanding of facewash varieties serve as a  

testament to the ongoing pursuit of healthy, radiant, and resilient skin. 
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