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Abstract: Nuclear power remains a significant source of electricity worldwide, offering a reliable and low-carbon alternative to
conventional fossil fuels. This research paper provides a comprehensive review of the advancements and challenges associated with
nuclear power plants. It begins with the introduction of nuclear power technology, from early reactor designs to modern Generation
IV reactors. It discusses the key principles of nuclear fission and the different reactor types, highlighting their unique features and
operational characteristics. Furthermore, it delves into the safety measures and regulatory frameworks governing nuclear power
plants, emphasizing the importance of stringent safety protocols to mitigate the risks associated with nuclear accidents. It examines
notable incidents such as Chernobyl and Fukushima, analysing their causes and lessons learned. Moreover, this paper also addresses
the environmental impacts of nuclear power generation, including issues related to radioactive waste management and the
decommissioning of nuclear facilities. It evaluates the sustainability aspects of nuclear energy, considering its role in mitigating
climate change and reducing greenhouse gas emissions. Finally, the paper explores current research and development efforts aimed
at enhancing the safety, efficiency, and sustainability of nuclear power plants. It highlights innovations inreactor design, fuel cycle
technologies, and waste management strategies, as well as the potential of small modular reactors (SMRs) to revolutionize the
nuclear energy landscape. Overall, this research paper provides a comprehensive overview of nuclear power plants, covering
technological advancements, safety considerations, environmental impacts, economic aspects, and future prospects. It underscores
the importance of continued research and innovation to address the challenges and realize the full potential of nuclear energy in
support with the world's growing energy demands while mitigating climate change.

Key Words — Nuclear Power Plant, Nuclear Energy, Reactor, Small Modular Reactors (SMRs), Fusion and Fission, Nuclear
Reaction Theory

I.INTRODUCTION

In the pursuit of sustainable and reliable sources of energy, nuclear power stands as a cornerstone of modern electricity generation.
Nuclear power plants harness the extraordinary energy released from the splitting of atomic nuclei to produce electricity on a massive
scale. The groundwork for nuclear power technology began with the discovery of nuclear fission by German physicists Otto Hahn
and Fritz Strassmann in 1938, followed by the theoretical explanation by Lise Meitner and Otto Frisch. This discovery paved the way
for further research into nuclear reactions and their potential applications. During World War 11, the Manhattan Project in the United
States focused on developing atomic weapons. This marked the beginning of the nuclear power era. The 1960s and 1970s witnessed
a significant expansion in nuclear power generation worldwide. Reactor designs evolved with the development of pressurized water
reactors, boiling water reactors, and other reactor types. Countries such as the United States, France, and the Soviet Union led the
way in building commercial nuclear power plants. In recent decades, research has focused on advanced reactor concepts aimed at
enhancing safety, efficiency, and sustainability. These include Generation Il and Generation 1V reactor designs, such as the AP1000,
EPR, and advanced gas-cooled reactors. Additionally, small modular reactors have gained attention for their potential to provide
flexible and cost-effective nuclear power solutions.

I1. NUCLEAR POWER PLANT

A nuclear power plant has a nuclear power reactor in which a nuclear fission reaction occurs and generates heat. This heat is then
used in the steam generator to transform water into steam. This steam goes to the turbine to rotate it; the turbine’s shaft is connected
to the generator's shaft. When the turbine rotates, the generator also rotates and generates electric power. To transform this electric
power into usable form, a unit transformer/generation transformer is used. With the help of switchyard, substation, electrical devices
and equipment electricity is transmitted to different places for Commercial and domestic purpose.
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2.1 Nuclear Power Reactor

Nuclear power reactors use heat produced during nuclear fission to generate pressurized steam from pressurized water. The
reactors used in nuclear power plant is called “Fission Reactors” [6].

The fission reactors at each of these nuclear power plants create steam that turns a turbine to generate electricity, just as coal and
gas plants do.

In Nuclear Power Corporation of India Limited (NPCIL) there are three types of fission reactors used which are mentioned below,

1.  Pressurized Heavy Water Reactor

2. Boiling Water Reactor

3. Water-Water Energetic Reactor

Pressurized Heavy Water Reactors (PHWR) and Boiling Water Reactors (BWR) are the most common reactors in the world. Today’s
nuclear reactors association one more type of reactor is known, which is new generation of nuclear reactor. This new type of reactor
is Water-Water Energetic Reactor is called as VVER. In PHWRs, BWRs and VVERSs, light enriched uranium fuel, arranged in the
reactor’s core, which heats water [6]-[13].

2.2 Pressurized Heavy Water Reactor (PHWR)

PHWRs are a type of thermal neutron reactor that uses heavy water (deuterium oxide, D20) as both moderator and coolant Fig.1.
They are also known as CANDU (Canada Deuterium Uranium) reactors, as they were developed in Canada. PHWRs are known for
their flexibility in using different types of fuel, including natural uranium, low-enriched uranium, and thorium.
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Figure 1: PHWR (courtesy: NPCIL)

Reactor Design: The reactor core typically consists of horizontal fuel channels filled with fuel bundles. Heavy water serves as a
moderator, slowing down neutrons to sustain the nuclear chain reaction. The reactor operates at a low pressure, typically around 10
MPa, to prevent boiling of the heavy water coolant.

Fuel and Fuel Cycle: PHWRs can utilize natural uranium as fuel, which eliminates the need for fuel enrichment. Fuel bundles
contain uranium dioxide pellets enclosed in zirconium alloy tubes. The fuel cycle in a PHWR involves online refuelling, allowing for
continuous operation without shutting down the reactor.

Safety Features: PHWRs have inherent safety features, including negative void coefficient and passive shutdown mechanisms.
Negative void coefficient means that as steam bubbles form in the coolant (voids), the reactivity of the reactor decreases, providing
automatic control over the nuclear chain reaction. Passive shutdown systems rely on natural processes, such as gravity or thermal
expansion, to shut down the reactor in case of emergencies.

Operating Experience: PHWRs have been operational for several decades in various countries, including Canada, India,
Pakistan, Argentina, and South Korea. India's nuclear power program relies extensively on PHWR technology, with several
operational reactors and ongoing expansion projects.

Advantages: PHWRs offer several advantages, including:

» Use of natural uranium, reducing fuel cycle costs and proliferation risks associated with enriched uranium.
» Online refuelling capability, enabling flexible operation and higher capacity factors.
» Inherent safety features, providing passive shutdown and improved safety margins.
Challenges: Despite their advantages, PHWRs also face challenges, such as:
» Limited commercial deployment outside of countries with established nuclear programs.
» Higher initial construction costs compared to light water reactors (LWRs).
» Concerns about long-term waste management, particularly related to spent fuel disposal.
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2.3 Boiling Water Reactor (BWR)

BWRs are a type of light water reactor (LWR) that use ordinary water (light water) as both coolant and moderator. They are
characterized by the direct use of steam produced by boiling water in the reactor core to drive turbines and generate electricity. BWRs
generates steam directly in the core of the reactor, eliminating the need for some equipment, but resulting in radioactive steam in the
turbine Fig.2.
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Figure 2: Boiling Water Reactors (BWR) (Courtesy: Wikimedia commons)

Reactor Design: The core of a BWR typically consists of fuel assemblies arranged vertically within a reactor vessel. The reactor
vessel contains a primary loop through which water flows, absorbing heat generated by nuclear fission reactions. Water in the reactor
core boils directly due to the heat produced by nuclear reactions, producing steam.

Fuel and Fuel Cycle: BWRs commonly use enriched uranium fuel, typically uranium dioxide pellets enclosed in zirconium alloy
tubes. The fuel assemblies are arranged in the reactor core, where they undergo fission reactions, releasing heat.

Safety Features: BWRs incorporate various safety features to ensure safe operation and mitigate the risk of accidents. Control
rods are inserted into the reactor core to regulate the rate of nuclear fission and control reactor power levels. Emergency shutdown
systems, such as the reactor scram system, can rapidly shut down the reactor in case of emergencies.

Operating Experience: BWRs have been operational for several decades in various countries, including the United States, Japan,
Sweden, and Germany. They have a proven track record of reliability and safety, contributing significantly to electricity generation
in these countries.

Advantages: BWRs offer several advantages, including:

»  Simplicity in design and operation, leading to lower construction and maintenance costs compared to other reactor types.

> Direct production of steam in the reactor core eliminates the need for a separate steam generator, simplifying the power
generation process.

» Flexibility in power output modulation, allowing for responsive load-following operation to meet fluctuating electricity
demand.

Challenges: Despite their advantages, BWRs also face challenges, such as:

» Concerns about reactor safety, particularly related to the potential for loss-of-coolant accidents and the release of radioactive
materials.

» Aging infrastructure and components, requiring ongoing maintenance, upgrades, and refurbishments to ensure continued
safe operation.

»  Public perception and acceptance of nuclear energy, influenced by accidents such as the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear disaster.

» Boiling Water Reactors (BWRs) have been integral to the global nuclear power industry, providing a reliable and efficient
source of low-carbon electricity. Continued research and development efforts focus on enhancing the safety, efficiency, and
sustainability of BWR technology to meet future energy needs while addressing safety and environmental concerns.

2.4 Water-Water Energetic Reactor (VVER)

The VVER (or WWER) is a series of pressurized water reactor designs developed by the former Soviet Union, and later Russia,
for nuclear power plants. VVER stands for "Voda Voda Energo Reaktor" in Russian, which translates to "Water-Water Energy
Reactor." These reactors use pressurized water as both coolant and moderator, similar to many Western pressurized water reactor
(PWR) designs Fig.3.
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Figure 3: VVER (Courtesy: Nuclear Energy)

Reactor Design: The core of a VVER reactor typically contains fuel assemblies arranged vertically within a reactor pressure
vessel. Water in the reactor vessel is pressurized to prevent boiling and maintain it in a liquid state, even at high temperatures.

Fuel and Fuel Cycle: VVER reactors commonly use enriched uranium fuel, typically uranium dioxide pellets enclosed in
zirconium alloy tubes. The fuel assemblies are arranged in the reactor core, where they undergo fission reactions, releasing heat.

Safety Features: VVER reactors incorporate various safety features to ensure safe operation and mitigate the risk of accidents.
Control rods are inserted into the reactor core to regulate the rate of nuclear fission and control reactor power levels. Emergency
shutdown systems, such as the reactor scram system, can rapidly shut down the reactor in case of emergencies.

Operating Experience: VVER reactors have been widely deployed in countries of the former Soviet Union, as well as in other
countries with close ties to Russia. They have a proven track record of reliability and safety, contributing significantly to electricity
generation in these countries.

Advantages: VVER reactors offer several advantages, including:

» Established design with a long history of operation and continuous improvement.
»  Well-understood technology with a strong operational and safety record.
» Capable of generating large amounts of low-carbon electricity to meet growing energy demands.

Challenges: Despite their advantages, VVER reactors also face challenges, such as:

» Aging infrastructure and components, requiring ongoing maintenance, upgrades, and refurbishments to ensure continued
safe operation.
Public perception and acceptance of nuclear energy, influenced by accidents such as the Chernobyl disaster.
Increasing competition from other energy sources and technologies, such as renewable energy and natural gas.
VVER reactors continue to play a significant role in the global nuclear power industry, providing a reliable and efficient
source of low-carbon electricity. Continued research and development efforts focus on enhancing the safety, efficiency, and
sustainability of VVVER technology to meet future energy needs while addressing safety and environmental concerns.

The water-water energetic reactor, or VVER is a series of pressurized water reactor designs originally developed in the Soviet
Union, and now Russia, by OKB Gidropress. The idea of such a reactor was proposed at the Kurchatov Institute by Savely Moiseevich
Feinberg.

Y V V

2.5 Nuclear Reaction Theory

When a heavy nucleus is split up into smaller nuclei, a small amount of mass is converted into energy. The amount of energy
produced is given by Einstein's mass-energy relation E=mc2. This breaking up of a nucleus into two or more smaller nuclei is called
nuclear Fission.

In Natural Uranium two types of isotopes U-238 and U-235 are available in the ratio of 139:1. It is the less abundant U-235
isotope that fissions and produces energy which is the fuel for this reactor. When a U-235 atom is struck by a slow (or thermal)
neutron, it will split into two or more fragments.

Splitting is accompanied by release of tremendous amount of energy in the form of heat, kinetic energy of fission products and
two or three fast neutrons. These fast neutrons, which eject out of the split atom at high speed, are made to slow down (thermalize)
so that they have high probability to hit other U- 235 atoms which in turn releases more energy and further sets of neutrons. The
slowing down of neutrons is achieved by moderator which is smaller Heavy Water. Attainment of self-sustained splitting of Uranium
Atoms is called "Chain Reaction"[6][12].
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Criticality:

There is a particular size of fissile material for which the neutron production by fission is exactly thermal) balanced by neutron
leakage and absorption. This is called the CRITICAL SIZE - that at which the chain-reaction will be self-sustaining. Thus, size of the
reactor is determined by considerations of critical size. When the chain reaction has been made self-sustaining, it is said that the
reactor has gone CRITICAL [11], [12].

In nuclear reaction theory there are two types of nuclear reactions from which we can obtain energy in the form of heat.

I. Nuclear Fusion, Il.  Nuclear Fission.
Nuclear Fusion: Nuclear Fusion is a reaction where Nuclear fusion
two light nuclei combine together and create one single ENERGY
nucleus. By this fusion reaction the large amount of heat
energy is released, which is known as fusion energy Fig.4. (isofgggg;
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amount of energy, which comes to the earth and we know it HELIUM
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Figure 4: Nuclear Fusion (Courtesy: IAEA)

Nuclear Fission Nuclear Fission: Nuclear fission is a reaction
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Figure 5: Nuclear Fission (Courtesy: IAEA) gas and oil is used to generate electricity. Nuclear

Fission provides about 10% of the world’s electricity.

The energy released by fission is a million times greater than the chemical energy released by combustion, so a small amount of

nuclear fuel, usually uranium, produces an enormous amount of heat. Over four hundred nuclear power plants around the world
produce 400 GW of electricity.

I11. CONTROL AND SHUTDOWN

Power Regulation: The Power generation from the reactor is controlled and adjusted through reactivity regulating system. This
control system maintains criticality of the reactor at the required power level and raises or reduces reactor power as per requirement
[12].

Shutdown: For reactor protection, two completely independent fast acting shut-down systems have been provided to shut down
the reactor at any abnormal conditions.

The Primary Shutdown System consists of mechanical rods. The Secondary Shutdown System comprises of liquid poison -tubes
in which borated heavy water is pushed. These two systems have been provided in order to meet the stringent requirements of
reliability and safety [12].

In addition to the above, two more systems namely Automatic Liquid Poison Addition System (ALPAS) and Gravity Addition of
Boron (GRAB) System are also provided in some reactor to assure long term subcriticality of the reactor [12].

IV. SAFETY MEASURES AND REGULATORY FRAMEWORKS

Safety measures and regulatory frameworks play a crucial role in ensuring the safe operation of nuclear power plants (NPPSs)
and mitigating the risks associated with nuclear energy. Here's an overview of the key safety measures and regulatory frameworks
governing NPPs:

Licensing and Regulatory Oversight: Nuclear power plants are subject to stringent licensing and regulatory requirements
imposed by national regulatory bodies. These bodies, such as the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) in the United States or
the Nuclear Safety Authority (ASN) in France, BARC and NPCIL in India, IAEA (International Atomic Energy Agency), etc
oversee all aspects of nuclear plant operation, including design approval, construction, commissioning, operation, and
decommissioning all around the world and in their countries.

Safety Standards and Guidelines: Regulatory bodies establish comprehensive safety standards and guidelines that NPPs must
adhere to. These standards cover a wide range of aspects, including reactor design, safety systems, emergency preparedness,
radiation protection, environmental monitoring, and radioactive waste management.
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Design Basis and Safety Analysis: NPPs are designed based on rigorous safety analysis, which evaluates various design
scenarios, including normal operation, anticipated operational occurrences (AOOs), and postulated accidents. The design basis
ensures that safety systems and features are robust enough to withstand credible events and maintain core cooling and containment
integrity.

Defence-in-Depth Approach: The defence-in-depth approach is a fundamental principle in nuclear safety, emphasizing
multiple layers of protection to prevent and mitigate the consequences of accidents. These layers include physical barriers (such as
reactor containment structures), engineered safety systems (such as emergency core cooling systems), and operational measures
(such as stringent operating procedures and operator training).

Emergency Preparedness and Response: NPPs develop comprehensive emergency preparedness and response plans in
coordination with relevant governmental agencies and local authorities. These plans outline procedures for responding to various
emergency scenarios, including accidents, natural disasters, and terrorist threats, and include measures for communication,
evacuation, and protective actions for the public and plant personnel.

Operator Training and Qualification: Operators of nuclear power plants undergo extensive training and certification programs
to ensure they possess the necessary skills and knowledge to safely operate the plant under normal and emergency conditions.
Training programs include simulator-based exercises, classroom instruction, and on-the-job training to familiarize operators with
plant systems and procedures.

Periodic Safety Reviews and Inspections: Regulatory bodies conduct periodic safety reviews and inspections of nuclear power
plants to assess compliance with safety regulations and standards, identify potential safety issues, and verify the effectiveness of
safety systems and procedures. These reviews may include routine inspections, safety assessments, and special investigations
following incidents or near-misses.

International Cooperation and Information Sharing: Given the global nature of nuclear safety, international cooperation and
information sharing are essential for promoting best practices, harmonizing safety standards, and addressing common challenges.
Organizations such as the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) facilitate collaboration among member states and provide
technical assistance and guidance on nuclear safety matters.

V. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

Nuclear power generation offers several advantages, including low greenhouse gas emissions and reliable electricity production.
However, it also poses environmental challenges, primarily related to radioactive waste management and decommissioning of
nuclear facilities. Here's an overview of the environmental impacts associated with nuclear power generation:

Radioactive Waste Management:

High-Level Radioactive Waste (HLW): HLW consists of spent nuclear fuel from reactor cores and other highly radioactive
materials generated during nuclear fuel reprocessing. Proper management and disposal of HLW are critical due to its long-lived
radioactive nature.

Low-Level Radioactive Waste (LLW): LLW includes contaminated materials from reactor operation, maintenance activities,
and decommissioning. While less hazardous than HLW, LLW still requires careful handling and disposal to prevent
environmental contamination.

Storage and Disposal: Radioactive waste is typically stored onsite at nuclear power plants in specially designed facilities, such
as spent fuel pools and dry cask storage systems. Long-term disposal options include geological repositories, such as the
proposed Yucca Mountain repository in the United States, although implementation of such facilities faces technical, regulatory,
and public acceptance challenges.

Decommissioning of Nuclear Facilities:

End-of-Life Management: Nuclear power plants have finite operational lifetimes, after which they must be decommissioned
and dismantled. Decommissioning involves decontamination, dismantling of structures and equipment, and management of
radioactive waste.

Environmental Remediation: Decommissioning activities can result in environmental impacts, such as soil and groundwater
contamination, which require remediation measures to restore affected areas to acceptable environmental standards.

Financial Assurance: Decommissioning costs are substantial and must be adequately provisioned throughout the operational
life of nuclear facilities. Regulatory authorities typically require operators to establish decommissioning funds or financial
guarantees to cover these costs.

Nuclear Accidents and Incidents:

Risk of Accidents: While nuclear accidents are rare, they can have severe environmental consequences, as demonstrated by
incidents such as Chernobyl and Fukushima. Accidents can release radioactive materials into the environment, contaminating
air, soil, water, and food supplies.

Environmental Contamination: Following a nuclear accident, extensive efforts are required to mitigate environmental
contamination, decontaminate affected areas, and monitor radiation levels to protect public health and ecosystems.

Resource Extraction and Fuel Cycle Impacts:

Uranium Mining: The extraction of uranium ore for nuclear fuel production can have environmental impacts, including habitat
disruption, water pollution, and health risks to mine workers and nearby communities.

Nuclear Fuel Cycle: Various stages of the nuclear fuel cycle, such as uranium enrichment, fuel fabrication, and spent fuel
reprocessing, entail energy consumption, emissions, and waste generation, contributing to environmental burdens.

Overall, while nuclear power generation offers advantages in terms of low carbon emissions and energy reliability, addressing its
environmental impacts requires careful management of radioactive waste, decommissioning of nuclear facilities, prevention of
accidents, and mitigation of resource extraction and fuel cycle impacts. Continued research and innovation in waste management
technologies, decommissioning strategies, and accident prevention measures are essential for minimizing the environmental
footprint of nuclear energy.
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V1. SMALL MODULAR REACTORS

Small modular reactors (SMRs) hold significant potential to revolutionize the nuclear energy landscape by offering numerous
advantages over traditional large-scale reactors Fig.6. Small modular reactors (SMRs) are advanced nuclear reactors that have a
power capacity of up to 300 MW (e) per unit, which is about one-third of the generating capacity of traditional nuclear power reactors
[14].

Small — physically a fraction of the size of a conventional nuclear power reactor.

Modular — making it possible for systems and components to be factory-assembled and transported as a unit to a location for
installation.

Reactors — harnessing nuclear fission to generate heat to produce energy.

HOW DO SMRS WORK?
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Figure 6: SMRs Working (Courtesy: Department of Energy)

Here are some key aspects highlighting the potential of SMRs:
Flexibility and Scalability: SMRs are designed to be smaller in size and modular in nature, allowing for greater flexibility and
scalability compared to conventional large reactors. They can be deployed in a wider range of settings, including remote areas,
industrial facilities, and smaller electricity grids, where large reactors may not be feasible.
Reduced Capital Costs: One of the primary advantages of SMRs is their potentially lower capital costs compared to traditional
reactors. Their smaller size allows for standardized manufacturing processes, economies of scale in production, and streamlined
construction, leading to reduced upfront investment requirements.
Enhanced Safety Features: SMRs incorporate advanced safety features and passive cooling systems to mitigate the
consequences of accidents and improve overall safety performance. Their smaller size and modular design also facilitate
inherent safety characteristics, such as reduced core damage frequency and simplified emergency response.
Shaorter Construction Timelines: The modular design of SMRs enables faster construction timelines compared to large
reactors. Factory fabrication of reactor components and modular assembly at the site can accelerate the construction process,
leading to quicker deployment and earlier revenue generation.
Improved Grid Stability and Resilience: SMRs can enhance grid stability and resilience by providing flexible and reliable
electricity generation, especially in regions with intermittent renewable energy sources. Their ability to load-follow and provide
baseload power makes them suitable for integrating with renewable energy technologies and addressing grid variability.
Diverse Applications: SMRs can serve diverse energy needs beyond electricity generation, including district heating,
desalination, industrial process heat, and cogeneration applications. Their flexibility and modularity make them adaptable to
various energy demands, contributing to energy security and sustainability.
Potential for Standardization and Licensing: Standardization of SMR designs and licensing frameworks could streamline
regulatory approval processes, reduce regulatory uncertainty, and facilitate widespread deployment. Pre-approval of
standardized designs could also expedite licensing for individual projects, further reducing project lead times.
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Global Market Opportunities: SMRs present significant export opportunities for countries with advanced nuclear technology
capabilities. Their smaller size, reduced infrastructure requirements, and potential for cost competitiveness make them attractive
options for emerging nuclear markets seeking to expand their energy portfolios.

Overall, small modular reactors have the potential to overcome many of the challenges facing traditional nuclear power plants,

offering enhanced safety, flexibility, cost-effectiveness, and market opportunities. Continued research, development, and

commercialization efforts are crucial to realizing the full potential of SMRs and accelerating their deployment as a sustainable and
reliable energy solution for the future.

VI1I. CONCLUSION

In conclusion, "Emerging Trends in Nuclear Reactors and its Impact on Nuclear Power Plant" encapsulates a comprehensive
exploration of nuclear power generation, from the fundamental principles of nuclear reaction theory to the intricate workings of
various reactor designs such as PHWRs, BWRs, and VVERs. Through meticulous examination of safety measures, regulatory
frameworks, and environmental impacts, it becomes evident that nuclear energy holds immense potential as a clean, reliable, and
sustainable source of power.

The emergence of small modular reactors (SMRs) represents a paradigm shift in nuclear technology, offering scalable solutions
with enhanced safety features and versatile applications. As we look towards the future, the prospects of nuclear energy are
promising, provided that continued advancements in technology, regulatory oversight, and public acceptance are pursued diligently.
By leveraging the benefits of nuclear energy while addressing its challenges responsibly, we can pave the way for a brighter future
characterized by energy security, environmental stewardship, and socioeconomic progress. Embracing nuclear power as part of a
diversified energy portfolio will be essential in meeting the growing global demand for electricity while mitigating the impacts of
climate change.

In essence, nuclear energy stands poised to play a crucial role in shaping a sustainable and prosperous future for generations to
come, provided that we approach its utilization with foresight, innovation, and a commitment to safety and sustainability.

VIIIl. FUTURE PROSPECT

Despite challenges and controversies, nuclear power continues to be a significant component of the global energy mix. Ongoing
research focuses on improving reactor safety, developing advanced reactor designs, enhancing nuclear fuel cycles, and exploring
nuclear fusion as a potentially limitless energy source.
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