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Abstract: Amidst the intricate web of global geopolitics, the enduring bond between India and the
Maldives stands as a beacon of stability and collaboration in the Indian Ocean region. This
comprehensive analysis delves into the myriad factors shaping their relationship, delving deep into
historical legacies, economic synergies, and cultural affinities. Against the backdrop of recent shifts,
notably the withdrawal of Indian troops and the Maldives' strategic engagements with China, this
examination navigates through the implications, emphasizing the critical need for dialogue and trust-
building to steer their path forward. By unraveling the complexities and nuances of these dynamics, this
analysis offers insights into the evolving landscape of India-Maldives relations, advocating for a strategic
approach rooted in mutual understanding and cooperation to navigate the challenges and opportunities
ahead.
Key Words: Geo-politics, Collaboration, Strategic, Agreement, Diplomacy.
Introduction

The relationship between India and the Maldives transcends the realm of mere diplomacy; it is a
tapestry woven with threads of history, culture, and shared destiny. Despite their geographical proximity
and cultural distinctiveness, these two nations have forged a bond characterized by mutual cooperation,
occasional discord, and a relentless pursuit of harmony amidst the complexities of regional dynamics.
Over the years, their engagement has evolved, reflecting the ebb and flow of geopolitical currents and the
pursuit of mutual interests.

In recent times, this relationship has undergone significant transformations, marked notably by
the withdrawal of Indian troops from the Maldives and the deepening ties between the Maldives and
China. These developments, while emblematic of shifting geopolitical landscapes, also underscore the
intricate interplay of strategic imperatives and economic interests shaping the bilateral relations. The
withdrawal of Indian troops signifies a recalibration of military presence in the region, reflecting a mutual

reassessment of security arrangements and a desire to uphold the sovereignty of the Maldives.
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Concurrently, the Maldives' burgeoning partnership with China underscores its strategic diversification

and pursuit of economic opportunities beyond traditional alliances.

However, these shifts necessitate a nuanced understanding of the evolving dynamics between
India and the Maldives and the potential implications for regional stability and cooperation. As both
nations navigate these complexities, it becomes imperative to foster dialogue, mutual understanding, and
a shared vision for a stable and prosperous Indian Ocean region.

In this context, an exploration of the historical, cultural, and strategic dimensions of the India-
Maldives relationship provides valuable insights into the intricacies of their ties and the potential avenues
for collaboration. By embracing the complexities of their shared history and acknowledging the
challenges of the present, India and the Maldives can pave the way for a future characterized by mutual

respect, cooperation, and shared prosperity.

Withdrawal of Indian Troops and Strategic Engagements with China:

The decision to withdraw Indian troops from the Maldives, announced by the Ministry of External
Affairs of India in February 2024, marked a significant shift in the regional security landscape. This
move, which commenced with the dispatch of a technical team tasked with replacing troops responsible
for operating aircraft and helicopters gifted by India, was a culmination of bilateral discussions between
Male and New Delhi. President Mohamed Muizzu's advocacy for an 'India out' policy played a pivotal
role in shaping this decision, reflecting the Maldives' assertion of its sovereignty and desire for a
recalibration of its security arrangements.

The withdrawal process, set to be completed before May 10 as per the announcement by the
Maldives Foreign Ministry, symbolizes a mutual understanding between the two nations and a
willingness to adapt to evolving geopolitical realities. The departure of approximately 25 Indian troops
stationed in the southernmost atoll of Addu ahead of the March 10 deadline underscores the progressive
nature of this transition.

Concurrently, the Maldives has embarked on a strategic pivot towards strengthening its ties with
China, as evidenced by agreements inked during President Muizzu's state visit to China in January. The
signing of a pact between the Maldives Defence Ministry and China represents a concerted effort to
deepen military cooperation and foster "stronger bilateral ties." President Muizzu's assertion that this
agreement would facilitate the acquisition of non-lethal military equipment and military training from
China underscores the Maldives' pursuit of strategic autonomy and diversification of its defense
partnerships.

This strategic realignment underscores the Maldives' proactive approach towards safeguarding its
national interests and enhancing its security architecture. By forging closer ties with China, the Maldives
aims to leverage opportunities for military assistance, technology transfer, and capacity building, thereby

bolstering its defense capabilities and asserting its sovereignty in the Indian Ocean region.
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However, while these developments signify a pragmatic recalibration of the Maldives' foreign

policy, they also pose implications for regional dynamics and existing alliances. The deepening
engagement with China may raise concerns among traditional partners, including India, about potential
shifts in strategic alignments and power dynamics in the region.

Overall, the withdrawal of Indian troops and the Maldives' strategic engagements with China
represent pivotal moments in the evolving geopolitical landscape of the Indian Ocean region. As both
nations navigate these changes, it becomes imperative to maintain open channels of communication,
foster mutual trust, and uphold the principles of sovereignty and non-interference to ensure regional
stability and prosperity.

Factors Contributing to the Current State of Affairs:

The current dynamics between India and the Maldives are influenced by a confluence of factors,
spanning domestic politics, diplomatic interactions, and economic considerations. President Muizzu's
diplomatic engagements, particularly his visit to China where he advocated for the withdrawal of Indian
troops, have reverberated domestically, stirring dissent and reshaping political alliances.

The aftermath of President Muizzu's return from China witnessed a notable surge in domestic
discontent, particularly within the ranks of the pro-India opposition Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP).
This discontent found expression in the MDP's resounding victory in the mayoral election of Male, the
capital, underscoring a palpable shift in the political landscape. The decisive electoral outcome not only
signaled growing dissatisfaction with President Muizzu's administration but also highlighted a deepening
polarization within Maldivian politics.

Moreover, recent diplomatic tensions between India and the Maldives have exacerbated existing
fissures, amplifying the complexities of their bilateral relationship. Derogatory remarks made by
Maldivian Deputy Ministers during Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to Lakshadweep ignited a
diplomatic storm, straining relations between the two nations. The fallout from these remarks,
encapsulated by trending social media hashtags like Boycott Maldives and Promote Lakshadweep,
underscores the fragile nature of diplomatic ties and the potential ramifications of inflammatory rhetoric.

This diplomatic rift has had tangible economic repercussions, notably impacting Indian tourism to
the Maldives. The cancellation of travel plans by Indian tourists, reluctance of travel agencies to accept
bookings, and a downturn in the Maldives' tourism sector, heavily reliant on Indian visitors, have
exacerbated the economic fallout. President Muizzu's subsequent visit to China against this backdrop
further compounded tensions, prompting India to summon the Maldivian High Commissioner to address
the escalating crisis head-on.

In essence, the current state of affairs between India and the Maldives is characterized by a
complex interplay of domestic politics, diplomatic missteps, and economic vulnerabilities. As both
nations navigate these challenges, the imperative lies in fostering dialogue, restoring trust, and

recalibrating their relationship on a foundation of mutual respect and cooperation.
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India's Role in Maldives' Ascension:

India's involvement in the Maldives extends far beyond economic cooperation, encompassing a
multifaceted engagement rooted in shared history, diplomatic ties, and humanitarian endeavors. Over the
years, India has played a pivotal role in shaping the Maldives' trajectory, contributing to its ascension as a
sovereign nation and a key player in the Indian Ocean region.

One of the seminal moments in the India-Maldives relationship occurred in 1988 during
Operation Cactus, when India intervened decisively to thwart a coup attempt against the Maldivian
government. By swiftly deploying military forces, India demonstrated unwavering solidarity with the
Maldivian people and upheld democratic principles in the region. This intervention not only safeguarded
the sovereignty of the Maldives but also underscored India's commitment to preserving stability and
peace in the Indian Ocean.

In the aftermath of the devastating tsunami in 2004, India once again demonstrated its steadfast
support for the Maldives through Operation Sea Waves. Providing immediate humanitarian assistance
and mobilizing resources within 24 hours, India alleviated the suffering of affected communities and
showcased its readiness to respond to regional crises. This humanitarian mission exemplified the depth of
solidarity and cooperation between India and the Maldives, laying the foundation for deeper bonds of
friendship and trust.

Furthermore, Operation Neer exemplified India's proactive approach to addressing pressing
humanitarian needs in the Maldives. In response to a critical shortage of drinking water in Male in 2014,
India swiftly deployed air assets to airlift essential supplies, showcasing its commitment to the well-being
of the Maldivian people. This gesture of solidarity not only strengthened people-to-people ties between
India and the Maldives but also underscored the shared values of compassion and mutual assistance.

Beyond these specific operations, India's engagement with the Maldives is characterized by a
myriad of diplomatic, cultural, and developmental initiatives. From capacity-building programs to
infrastructure development projects, India has been a steadfast partner in the Maldives' journey towards
progress and prosperity. Moreover, India's cultural influence and soft power have left an indelible mark
on the Maldivian society, fostering a sense of kinship and shared identity between the two nations.

In essence, India's pivotal role in the Maldives' ascension reflects a deep-seated commitment to
fostering peace, stability, and prosperity in the Indian Ocean region. Through its unwavering support,
India has not only helped shape the Maldives' journey as a sovereign nation but also strengthened the
bonds of friendship and cooperation between the two nations. As both countries continue to navigate the
complexities of the modern world, the enduring partnership between India and the Maldives serves as a
beacon of hope for a brighter and more interconnected future.

President Muizzu's Dubious Stance and Its Implications:

The response of President Muizzu to the diplomatic row has evoked significant apprehension and

raised pertinent questions regarding his commitment to addressing underlying issues and preserving

healthy relations with India. Muizzu's passive approach in dealing with the diplomatic fallout suggests a
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troubling pattern of indifference or ambivalence towards India within the Maldivian leadership, casting

doubts on the future trajectory of bilateral ties.

Of particular concern is Muizzu's association with anti-India rhetoric and his reluctance to
actively engage with Indian counterparts diplomatically. Such actions not only underscore a negative
stance towards India but also hint at potential shifts in alliances within the Maldivian government. This
departure from traditional diplomatic norms raises suspicions about Muizzu's motivations and the
underlying factors driving his foreign policy decisions.

Furthermore, Muizzu's perceived closeness to China has raised eyebrows and fueled speculations
about the Maldives' foreign policy orientation. His history of overseeing significant Chinese investments
during his tenure as the Housing and Infrastructure Minister from 2012 to 2018, coupled with his
admiration for China's strategic tactics, has raised concerns about a pro-China tilt in the Maldives' foreign
policy approach. This alignment with China's interests, particularly in light of the growing strategic
competition between India and China in the region, has far-reaching implications for regional stability
and geopolitical dynamics.

The implications of Muizzu's dubious stance extend beyond bilateral relations with India and have
broader ramifications for the Maldives' foreign policy trajectory. By aligning closely with China and
adopting a passive approach towards India, Muizzu risks isolating the Maldives from traditional allies
and undermining its strategic autonomy. Moreover, his failure to address the underlying issues
contributing to diplomatic tensions with India further exacerbates the precariousness of the situation.

In essence, President Muizzu's dubious stance towards India underscores the complexities of
navigating geopolitical realities and balancing competing interests in the Indian Ocean region. As the
Maldives grapples with internal dissent and external pressures, the role of leadership in fostering
constructive dialogue, preserving strategic autonomy, and safeguarding national interests becomes
increasingly critical. Only through proactive engagement, transparent communication, and a genuine
commitment to mutual respect can the Maldives navigate the challenges ahead and chart a course towards

a future of stability, prosperity, and regional integration.

Forging a Path Forward:

In the face of the challenges and opportunities that characterize India-Maldives relations, it is
imperative for both nations to embark on a journey of constructive dialogue, trust-building, and
cooperation. Recognizing the significance of their historical ties, economic interdependence, and shared
cultural affinities is paramount in navigating the complexities of the evolving geopolitical landscape in
the Indian Ocean region.

At this critical juncture, India and the Maldives must prioritize diplomacy and collaboration over
confrontation and discord. By fostering an environment of mutual respect, understanding, and trust, both
nations can lay the foundation for a sustainable and mutually beneficial partnership.

Central to this path forward is the acknowledgment of the inherent complexities and nuances that

define the bilateral relationship. It is essential for both India and the Maldives to engage in transparent
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and open dialogue, addressing concerns and grievances in a constructive manner. Through sincere efforts

to bridge differences and find common ground, both nations can build a framework for cooperation that
transcends transient challenges and contributes to long-term stability and prosperity.

Moreover, harnessing the potential of economic cooperation and people-to-people exchanges is
vital in strengthening the bonds between India and the Maldives. By leveraging their economic
complementarities and exploring avenues for trade, investment, and development cooperation, both
nations can unlock new opportunities for growth and prosperity.

Furthermore, cultural diplomacy and educational exchanges can play a crucial role in fostering
mutual understanding and building bridges between the peoples of India and the Maldives. By promoting
cultural exchanges, language programs, and academic collaborations, both nations can nurture a sense of
solidarity and shared identity, enriching their bilateral relationship and enhancing regional cohesion.

Ultimately, the path forward for India and the Maldives lies in a commitment to mutual respect,

cooperation, and partnership. By embracing the principles of diplomacy, dialogue, and collaboration,
both nations can navigate the complexities of the contemporary geopolitical landscape and contribute to
peace, stability, and prosperity in the Indian Ocean region and beyond.
Conclusion: As India and the Maldives navigate the complexities of 21st-century geopolitics, the
enduring spirit of cooperation and goodwill between the two nations serves as a beacon of hope for a
brighter and more interconnected future. Their relationship, deeply rooted in historical ties and shared
values, has weathered numerous storms and emerged stronger, reflecting a commitment to mutual
respect, reciprocity, and inclusivity.The withdrawal of Indian troops from the Maldives and the
deepening strategic engagements with China underscore the need for a nuanced and pragmatic approach
to bilateral relations. While these developments may raise concerns and trigger uncertainties, they also
present opportunities for dialogue, cooperation, and mutual understanding.

It is imperative for both India and the Maldives to acknowledge the significance of their
partnership in fostering regional stability, economic prosperity, and cultural exchange. By prioritizing
diplomacy and constructive engagement, they can overcome challenges, seize opportunities, and chart a
path towards a future characterized by peace, prosperity, and shared growth.

Furthermore, as they navigate the complexities of geopolitics, they must remain vigilant against
external influences that seek to undermine their sovereignty and autonomy. By upholding the principles
of sovereignty, territorial integrity, and non-interference, they can safeguard their national interests and
preserve the stability of the Indian Ocean region.

In essence, the relationship between India and the Maldives transcends diplomatic transactions and
political rhetoric. It is a testament to the enduring bonds of friendship, trust, and mutual respect that bind
them together. As they embark on the journey ahead, they must draw strength from their shared history
and collective aspirations to build a future that is marked by cooperation, solidarity, and prosperity for

generations to come.
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