
www.ijcrt.org                                               © 2024 IJCRT | Volume 12, Issue 2 February 2024 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT2402733 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org g237 
 

A STUDY CONCERNING THE MUGHAL 

EMPIRE ARCHITECTONICS 
 

Shyamlal Tosawara 

Assistant Professor, History 

Government Bangur  PG College,Pali 

 

ABSTRACT 

Architecture that flourished on the Indian subcontinent under the reign of the Mughal Empire (1526–1857) 

was unique and primarily distinguished by the Indo-Islamic-Persian style. Mughal architecture flourished 

while the Mughal Empire was in power. The name given to this fashion was the "Mughal style." In India, 

the Delhi Sultanate, which lasted from 1192 to 1398, was the entity that was responsible for introducing 

elements of Islamic art and architecture. These components were used in the construction of well-known 

constructions, such as the Qutub Minar, which are distinguished by the presence of aspects of Persian art 

and architecture. The combination of these components led to the development of this new style. Pakistan 

is also home to a sizeable number of Mughal remnants, in addition to the fact that the bulk of Mughal 

structures can be located in the northern region of India. There are many different components that are used 

to decorate Mughal architecture. These elements include rolling vines and flowers, jewels, and crowns in 

green, blue, and gold. The fundamental purpose of this research is to illustrate the magnificence of Mughal 

architecture, which was a significant contributor to the development of the field of architecture in India.  

keywords: -Mughal Empire, Indo-Islamic culture, architecture, and culture  

INTRODUCTION 

Instead of focusing just on the architectural issues, provide the reader some background knowledge on the 

Mughal Empire, including a synopsis of its history, notable rulers, and notable buildings and monuments. 

The reader will find this useful. The presentation of this will make it simpler for the reader to comprehend 

the overall circumstances that prevailed throughout that period of time. Many people think that the most 

well-known Muslim government in history was the Mughal Empire. This is primarily because it was well-

run and significantly influenced the growth of several disciplines, including administrative, cultural, 
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architectural, and many more. The establishment and rule of the Mughal empire is widely regarded by a 

sizable number of experts in the topic as one of the most exciting moments in Indian history. The Mughals 

reigned over almost all of India when they were at the height of their power. These were the people who, in 

the fifteenth century, were living in Turkestan and were the ones who eventually created the Mongol 

Empire. Even though they became Muslims and embraced Middle Eastern culture, they were nevertheless 

able to preserve some of their Western cultural heritage. The Mughals wrote letters (Aurangazib), memoirs 

(Babur and Jahangir), poetry (Babur), and was also the creator of naturalists and horticulturists (Jahangir), 

architects (Shah Jahan), and city planners (Akbar, Jahangir, and Shah Jahan).  

 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MUGHAL EMPIRE:  

 

BABUR, THE FIRST MUGHAL EMPEROR:  

In Arabic and Persian, the word "Mughal" refers to a Mangol or Mangolian civilization. Zahiruddin 

Muhammad Babur, a Chagatai Turkic prince, is one of the most well-known individuals in the history of 

the Mughal Empire. He was born in Central Asia in 1483, into a family that controlled the little nation of 

Fargana. He was born in the Eastern Asian area. He derived his ancestry from the Turkic conqueror 

Timurlane from his father's side and the Mongol emperor Genghis Khan from his mother's side. He 

inherited these two ancestries from generations before. In 1526, Babur emerged triumphant from the first 

battle of Palnipat, having defeated Ibrahim Lodi, the Sultan of Delhi. This victory gave Babur the ability to 

establish his dominion over much of Northern India. It was a highly evolved civilization whose foundation 

was the concept of religious tolerance, which helped him build the Empire. In this way, the civilizations of 

the Persians, Indians, and Mongols were merged while having distinct cultural origins. During this 

historical period, it was encouraged to engage in trade with the rest of the Islamic world, particularly with 

Persia, and to go via Persia to reach Europe. Babur was the guy who introduced the strong and tolerant 

form of Islam that emerged in central Asia to India. In addition, it was he who came up with the remarkable 

ideas for global culture, architecture, and governance. Furthermore, he composed an autobiography often 

known as The Babur Namah. This  

Kabulaibal masjid 

book was open, truthful, and sometimes even lovely. By the time of his disappearance in 1530, he had built 

an empire including all of Greater India. This sphere of influence stretched from Turkestan to the Deccan.  

The building of important architectural monuments and constructions was not a top priority for Babur. This 

is a result of the fact that he was more engaged in his goal to increase his territory and gave it more 
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thought. It is true that Babur established the foundation for an empire that would later gain notoriety for its 

architectural masterpieces.  

HUMAYUN, THE SECOND MUGHAL EMPEROR, IS BURIED AT HUMAYUN'S TOMB IN 

DELHI 

 

After Babur passed away in 1530, his only 23-year-old son Humayun ascended to the throne and took over 

as the new emperor of this country. Not long thereafter, he was engaged in combat with his enemies on two 

fronts that were separated by large distances. The leader of the Afghan chieftains who posed a challenge to 

his hegemony in the country's east was Sher Khan Sur, often known as Sher Shah. Because Gujarat having 

just earned independence from Delhi, its king, Bahadur Shah, had made it possible for his opponents to 

find safety in the west. He had to use his power to deal with the problems Sher Khan Sur was posing in 

Asia.  

In 1539, Humayun—who had earlier imprisoned Gaur—found himself unable to flee a region that had not 

yet been thoroughly investigated. Sher Khan cut off his communications as he attempted to retreat his men 

in the direction of Agra, ultimately defeating him at Chausa, which was located on the Ganges. Chausa was 

a major player in the conflict. The two forces fought each other again in 1540 at Kanauj, but this time the 

Mughal army was so crushed that they fled in fear upon Sher Khan's arrival. The fight happened in Kanauj. 

Humayun was now residing in Persia as an exile. Following Sher Khan's death in 1554, Humayun was 

given the chance to wrestle back control of his realm from the Afghans. He had shown, without a shadow 

of a question, that he had succeeded in reestablishing the lost empire by the year 1555. As a result, acts of 

violence that are hostile in nature characterise Humayun's reign throughout.There was a broad range of 

Mughal architecture that dominated the whole rule from the start of Humayun's reign till the middle of the 

sixteenth century. The mosque at Kachpura, near Agra, is an example of virtually entirely imported 

Timurid construction. A few more Timurid structures are examples.  

 

Panoramic view of tomb in the daylight 

AKBAR, THE GREAT   

In the year 1556, Akbar, who was only 13 years old at the time, rose to the throne after the death of his 

father, Humayun. Akbar's father had been the ruler of the kingdom. In the course of his reign, Akbar was 

successful in restricting almost all parts of India, which finally resulted in the foundation of tributary 

administrations in some regions. Over the course of this time, Bengal underwent a transformation that 
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made it an indispensable and crucial part of the empire in the year 1576. In addition to his successes in the 

military, he also implemented a variety of reforms in order to acquire greater power. In order to achieve his 

objective of bringing together Hindus and Muslims, Akbar zealously sought the development of a new 

religion that came to be known as Din-i-Ilahi. In addition to that, he was a person who practiced tolerance. 

When Akbar became ill, he eventually succumbed to the effects of slow poisoning on October 27, 1605, 

which led to his death.  

It was under the reign of Akbar that Mughal architecture started to establish itself as a prominent 

architectural style. Not only was he capable of building things to a very high standard, but his style was 

also amazing. Stones made of red sandstone are used in the building of the bulk of Akbar's constructions, 

while marble inlay is utilised in other occasions. Fatehpur Sikri, which is located around 40 kilometres (26 

miles) west of Agra, was constructed in the late 1500s and provides as evidence of the historical period 

during which his royal heritage was widespread. Gujarat, along with a great number of other regions, is 

home to a type of architecture that is a fusion of elements that are distinctive of both Hindu and Muslim art 

and architecture. This style is distinguished by the use of motifs that are associated with religion. The large 

mosque is an example of such an apex of architectural talent. It is unsurpassed in terms of its grandeur and 

beauty, particularly in comparison to other buildings. The monument of Akbar`s father Humayun, Akbar`s 

mausoleum at Sikandra are some more examples of such remarkable works of architectural magnificence 

which accentuates the Mughal architecture. The intricate ground plan of the mausoleum, which is situated 

in a park in Delhi, has octagonal chambers in the middle of the structure. These rooms are linked together 

by a facade archway that has been elegantly built. The archway is capped by cupolas and exhibits kiosks all 

around it.  

 

NUR-UD-DIN JAHANGIR 

On November 3, 1605, Prince Salim, the only surviving son of Akbar, took the throne and took on the 

name Jahangir. He was the only of Akbar's sons to survive. He ruled India till the day of his death on 

October 28, 1627. It was Jahangir that was given to him. Under his leadership, the expansion of Mughal 

lands ceased, and the fall of Qandahar dealt a serious blow to the empire. These two things happened under 

his rule. Every one of these things happened while he was in power. Still, not a single significant effort was 
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made to subjugate any of the large and unconquered lands of the Deccan under the empire's authority, even 

though the empire had a plenty of resources.  

Jahangir adopted the same attitude as Akbar and lavished his patronage on the arts—painting, architecture, 

philosophy, and literature—while mostly ignoring military conquest. Akbar's influence was directly 

responsible for Jahangir's emphasis on the arts. Jahangir's reign, during which he also held the title of 

Emperor, is often regarded as the wealthiest in the history of Mughal civilization. This historical era has 

been hailed by many scholars from India and the West as the Mughal empire's most prosperous period. 

Jahangir promoted the creation of paintings that depicted situations and happenings from his real life rather 

than focusing on pictorial fiction. His existence was portrayed in theseartworks.  

Furthermore, he promoted scientific study on a range of topics, such as animals, flowers, and birds, and the 

creation of pictures that were then bound into albums. Some of his most remarkable painters are part of the 

ensemble Mansur and Manohar. Comparatively speaking to his predecessors, Jahangir, a Lahori, built less 

buildings throughout his reign. On the other hand, he was the one in charge of switching the construction of 

the architectural monuments he planned from sandstone to marble.  

Throughout Jahangir's reign (1605–1627), there was a gradual decrease in the amount of Hindu influence 

seen in Mughal architecture. The reign of Jahangir lasted from 1605 until 1627. The beautiful mosque that 

Jahangir built in Lahore was quite similar to his more Persian-inspired architectural style. Around the time 

when Akbar was ruling, the tomb was being built. The majority of people agree that Jahangir made a 

significant contribution to the Mughal Garden's growth.The "Verinag" and "Chashma-Shahi" gardens are 

two of Jahangir's most magnificent architectural creations. Furthermore, it was under his direction that the 

Gardens of Shalimar and other pavilions situated on the banks of Dal Lake in Kashmir were constructed. 

White marble was a material that was employed extensively throughout Jahangir's rule. Among the most 

notable aspects of Jahangir's rule was this.  

SHAH JAHAN, THE ARCHITECT KING 

Some people believe that Shah Jahan's reign, which started on February 6, 1628, when he ascended to the 

throne, and lasted until 1658, was the era in which the greatest Mughals reached their pinnacle of opulence. 

This is due to the fact that Shah Jahan's rule began on February 6, 1628. The emperor was able to devote a 

significant amount of time to pursuing his desire to engage in creative endeavours since there was a great 

deal of internal peace inside the empire. There was an added advantage in that the Mughal troops could 

devote themselves to the empire's growth. Shah Jahan is recognised as the one who elevated Mughal 

architecture to the pinnacle of its art. It was Shah Jahan who initiated a sequence of architectural 
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undertakings in Dehli that were astounding, regal, and gigantic. A wall that rose to a height of sixty feet 

encircled the whole city. Apart from the structures within the Red Fort that were related to imperial 

governance, he constructed an opulent mansion for himself at the heart of the city. The Red Fort was home 

to this palace. He created a magnificent throne for himself that he called the Peacock Throne while he was 

working on the structures. The object, which was made of gold and covered with a variety of priceless 

diamonds, was said to have cost over $5 million. The Jama Masjid in Delhi was constructed during the 

reign of Shah Jahan, who also brought Mughal architecture to its pinnacle of perfection. One such amazing 

structure constructed during his reign is the Moti Masjid. It is similar to the architectural style that was 

popular for a long while during the Mughal Empire. Considered by many to be Shah Jahan's most well-

known architectural creation, the Taj Mahal is situated in Agra. The emperor was devastated when his 

beloved Mumtaz Mahal passed suddenly in 1631 at the age of 39 while giving birth to her seventh child. 

He intended to construct the most elaborate and expensive mausoleum he could for her. The tomb and its 

surrounds, which were created by fusing Indian and Persian architectural forms, brought the concept of 

Paradise—which is central to the Muslim faith—to life. Over twenty years and over twenty thousand men's 

laborious work went into building this majestic structure known as the Taj Mahal. The Taj Mahal took 

more than 20 years to build.  

Taj Mahal 

AURANGAZIB ALAMGIR  

Dara Shiko, Suja, Aurangazib, and Murad, the Emperor Shah Jahan's four sons, engaged in a power 

struggle for the throne when the latter became very sick at the end of September 1657. The youngest of the 

four was Murad. This incident's happening served as a signal that the war had begun. Aurangazib was the 

third son of the empire, having been born on October 24, 1618, to Shah Jahan. Shah Jahan had a son named 

Aurangazib. On July 21, 1658, he became the heir apparent. During his reign, Aurangazib was able to 

impose his influence over a large portion of the Indian subcontinent. He was the ruler for a total of 49 

years, starting in 1658 and ending in 1707, when he passed away. Even though Aurangazib's rule was 

extremely brief, the Mughal Empire achieved its pinnacle of growth during his term. As his predecessors 

had been, Aurangazib was a major player in expansionism. The arts had a downturn under the Aurangazib's 

rule, who was renowned for his strong religious beliefs. The Mughal academy was thereafter widely 

distributed over the area. This led to a large number of painters beginning to work for the Rajput courts, 

where their impact on Hindu painting is most evident. The largest mosque in the world was the well-known 

Badshahi Mosque, built by Aurangazib, until the Faisal Mosque in Islamabad was built in the latter half of 
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the 20th century. After Aurangazib died, his four sons quarrelled about who would take over as the 

empire's next king. The fight eventually led to the fall of the empire they had ruled over.  

 

MUGHAL ARCHITECTURE'S USE OF FLOWERS AND THE NATURAL WORLD 

 

By the seventeenth century, a mostly floral ornamental language had become a standard embellishment in 

the arts of the vast Mughal empire. Instead of geometrical designs, which were "typically Islamic" and had 

been employed often in the past, floral and plant decoration was utilised. The new floral style had a 

profound effect on all forms of art and merchandise connected to royal life at the court of Shah Jahan. On 

the other hand, they were displayed in the Emperor's buildings in a way that was obvious to everyone. They 

were visible to all and sundry. The Mughal dynasty's engagement with plants and botanical sciences 

reaches a new height thanks to the realistic floral renderings seen in the Taj Mahal, providing a stunning 

capstone to this dedication. The Taj Mahal is an amazing building. The Mughals have been fascinated by 

the visual world and their ability to study it in great detail since the dawn of their civilization. Generation 

after generation has been captivated by this. Babur, the builder of the empire, showed his great respect for 

nature by using extensive descriptions of the plants, trees, and animals he encountered on his travels across 

Central Asia, where he was born, and throughout his conquest of India. Not only was it written in a 

remarkable era for the time, but it was also written by a young Timurid prince who lived in Central Asia in 

the sixteenth century. His autobiography had them, and it was a very good work of writing. In addition, 

there was proof that he was a master naturalist from his great-grandson Jahangir, who was also the fourth 

Mughal ruler.  

 

CONCLUSION 

Within the context of Indian heritage, Mughal architecture plays a function that is both unique and 

important. A significant contributor to the development of Indian architecture was the Mughal empire, 

which was located in India. They were great builders who had a profound respect for beauty and 

innovation. The bulk of the Mughals were competent builders. Monuments that they had built were 

distinguished by their lavish designs, elaborate splendour, and dominating majesty. These characteristics 

were a result of their construction. It is generally agreed upon that the Taj Mahal is the most breathtaking 

specimen of Mughal architecture known to exist. As an additional point of interest, the mausoleum with 

white marbles and the tomb of Humayun are both instances of how the mix of Mughal architecture and 

Persian architecture has contributed to the increase of the beauty of buildings in India.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ijcrt.org/


www.ijcrt.org                                               © 2024 IJCRT | Volume 12, Issue 2 February 2024 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT2402733 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org g244 
 

REFERENCES 

1. Koch, Ebba. Mughal Architecture: an Outline of Its History and Development  

2. Marg, a magazine of the Arts – The Weight of a Petal: Ars Botanica  

3. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mughal_emperors 

4. https://www.heritagehotelsofindia.com/blog/mughal-architectures-in-india/  

5. https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-d&q=beauty+of+the+Mughal+Architecture  

 

http://www.ijcrt.org/

