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ABSTRACT

Bollywood, the colloquial name for the Indian film business, is well known for producing a wide range of
movies rapidly. However, a complicated web of copyright and remake concerns that continue to provide
difficulties for the business and its stakeholders exist behind the glossy exterior of this dominant force in film.
An outline of the complex issues surrounding copyright and remakes in Indian cinema may be found in this
abstract. Filmmakers, authors, and artists depend on copyright rules to protect their creative works. Since
numerous directors have been charged with repurposing or altering content without the necessary authorization,
copyright violations in Indian cinema continue to be a persistent worry. Due to these accusations, the industry
has been affected both financially and creatively by lengthy legal fights. Unauthorized domestic and
international film remakes in India is one of the main problems. Bollywood has a lengthy history of translating
foreign films into Indian cinema, frequently without obtaining the required rights. This behavior raises questions
about the industry's ethical standards and has resulted in conflicts with foreign production companies. Moreover,
successful regional films are routinely remade in India by filmmakers who disregard the original artists'
intellectual property rights. These problems call into doubt the industry's ethical standards, legal compliance,
and integrity as artists. The abstract additionally emphasizes the financial consequences of copyright and remake
disputes. Because investors and studios are wary of sponsoring projects that could result in legal ramifications,
these conflicts have the potential to discourage investment in the industry. Furthermore, expensive settlements
from copyright issues might have a negative impact on the financial viability of Indian film. The global reach
of Indian cinema provides a setting for exploring the cultural and creative implications of these issues. The
cultural interchange between India and other countries can be impacted by remakes that draw inspiration from
international and local films. Discussions over the erosion of cultural authenticity and the effect of India's film

exports on its soft power have been sparked by this. These problems provide a crucial background against

! The Author is an LLM student specializing in International trade and Intellectual property law from Christ deemed to be
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which Indian film must continue to develop and broaden its worldwide reach in order to preserve this dynamic

and significant cinematic ecosystem.
KEYWORDS: Copyright, Author, Infringement, Intellectual property rights, authorization
INTRODUCTION

One of the most active and significant film industries in the world is Indian cinema, also known as Bollywood.?
Its colorful tale, song-and-dance scenes, and endearing characters have mesmerized audiences for more than a
century in India and around the world. However, the practice of recreating films is a persistent problem that has
been smouldering for decades behind the glitzy exterior of this cinematic superpower. Remakes present a
number of intricate issues in addition to being a creative tool for reimagining old stories, reaching a larger
audience, and reducing financial risks. This study explores the complex field of remake concerns in Indian
cinema, aiming to provide a thorough analysis of the creative, legal, cultural, and economic aspects of this
activity. In Indian cinema, the phenomenon of remakes goes beyond simply copying pre-existing films. It
includes the complex interactions between creativity and copyright, art and business, and cultural expression
and adaptation. Some remakes spark controversy because of claims of plagiarism or unapproved adaptation,
while others are the result of admiration for the original works. This introduction paves the way for an in-depth
examination of the complex world of remake issues in Indian cinema, including an understanding of the
historical context of remakes, their implications for copyright and creativity, their place in the international film

industry, and the difficulties they present for the country's diverse film landscape.

Indian film has a long history of using remakes. Early Indian filmmakers frequently remade and altered Western
masterpieces to appeal to the local audience since they were influenced by international films. This tradition
offered global storytelling to the Indian populace and acted as a bridge between diverse cultures.® The practice
of cinema remakes has endured over time, adapting to new developments in technology, shifting consumer
tastes, and globalization. Examining the challenges that remake present in the modern era requires an

understanding of the historical relevance of the genre in Indian film.

The conflict that exists between the enforcement of copyright and artistic expression is one of the main issues
surrounding remakes. Filmmakers tread carefully as they strive to honor the original artists' intellectual property
rights while reinterpreting storylines, characters, and themes. This conflict can occasionally lead to legal battles
and controversies, which affect not just the reputation of the industry and the way that audiences view remakes,
but also the filmmakers. The careful balancing act between artistic interpretation and the preservation of
copyright is a central concern in this essay. Remaking a movie frequently entails tailoring the stories, ideas, and
characters to the sociocultural milieu of India. This change has a significant impact on how different cultures
are portrayed on television. It raises issues with authenticity, appropriation, and the ethical representation of
characters and narratives. The cultural factor is a crucial component of the analysis when it comes to remaking

concerns because it transcends legal limits and includes society perceptions, values, and identity. Remakes

2 Bollywood" is the informal name given to the popular Mumbai-based Hindi language film industry in India.
3 Rachana Desai, Copyright Infringement in the Indian Film Industry, 7 VAND. J. ENT. L. & PRAC. 259 (2005)
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affect the Indian cinema industry greatly economically in addition to its artistic and cultural effects. Remakes

capitalize on the established popularity of previous tales, but they may unintentionally deter funding for original
screenplays. Remake market factors can also affect the industry's ability to develop new talent, support original
stories, and maintain the rich ecology of Indian cinema. This economic viewpoint highlights the wider
ramifications of the motion picture remake industry. The problems with remakes are international in scope as
Indian film keeps becoming more and more popular worldwide. Bollywood's custom of adapting foreign
films—often without the necessary authorization—has strained relations with foreign production companies
and tarnished the reputation of the business's moral standards. Additionally, the consideration of remake
concerns in the context of the global film business gains a compelling element from the impact of Indian

remakes on cross-cultural communication and the perception of Indian cinema worldwide.

RESEARCH PROBLEM

The primary research question of this study is to examine the various obstacles and factors related to the practice
of film remakes in Indian cinema, with an emphasis on the creative, ethical, cultural, and commercial aspects.
It also aims to investigate the ways in which these issues affect the industry's reputation in the international film

industry as well as its creative and ethical environment.

RESEARCH OBJECTIVES

This study's main goal is to thoroughly investigate the intricate phenomena of remake concerns in Indian film

by doing the following:

1. Examining the development of remakes in Indian cinema historically, highlighting significant turning points,

and evaluating their cultural relevance.

2. Examining the conflict between artistic originality and the preservation of copyright, with a focus on the legal

ramifications of remakes and the influence of copyright regulations on the sector.

3. Evaluating how cultural representation and adaptation are handled in remakes, looking at how stories and

characters are reimagined to reflect society norms and responsibly represent cultural aspects.

4. Analyzing the financial effects of remakes in Indian film, taking into account how they affect the industry's

capacity to support new talent and stories as well as the amount invested in original screenplays.

5. Examining the effects of Indian remakes on the foreign film industry, taking into account the cultural and

ethical implications of this influence and how it affects how people view Indian cinema abroad.

6. Outlining suggestions and potential fixes to help the Indian film industry deal with remake-related problems

while maintaining artistic integrity, cultural authenticity, and copyright protection.
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RESEARCH QUESTIONS

1. What historical elements have led to the prevalence and relevance of the Indian film industry's legacy of film

remakes? How has this tradition changed over time?

2. What legal problems, such as those involving copyright infringement, intellectual property rights, and

plagiarism, accompany remakes in Indian cinema?

3. What are the financial effects of the Indian film industry's pervasive habit of film remakes, specifically with
regard to the expenditure on original screenplays and the viability of a variety of storylines?

4. When making remakes, how do directors walk the tightrope between artistic license and copyright

observance, and what moral principles influence their decisions?

5. How might the debates and triumphs around remakes in Indian cinema contribute to our understanding of the

industry's future, its inventiveness, and its place in the world of film?

HISTORY

The term "intellectual property" describes the legal protection accorded to various forms of creations, such as
names, symbols, shapes, sizes, and images, as well as literary, artistic, and musical works. The legal rights
known as intellectual property rights enable different forms of intellectual property to be protected by the
numerous laws that regulate them. The owner of a patent, copyright, or trademark may retain ownership of their
creation while granting another party permission to use all or part of the rights in exchange for a fee or royalty
under the terms of an intellectual property license, also called an intellectual property licensing assignment. The

key elements of intellectual property licensing are as follows:

a) COPYRIGHT: In accordance with Section 30(3) of the Copyright Act of 1957, the copyright holder
may grant any right in his work by executing a written license.

b) TRADEMARK: Subject to a written agreement and Section 49 of the Trademarks Act, 1999, the
registered proprietor and registered user of the trademark must jointly apply to the Registrar for

permission to use the trademark.

c) PATENT: Section 68 of the Patents Act of 1970 states that a patent license is only valid if it is converted
into writing. Furthermore, a licensee's registration with the Patent Controller is mandatory per Section
69.

d) DESIGN: A license is only valid if it is submitted in writing and registered with the Controller within
six months of the date of execution, or for a longer period of time that the Controller may need, as per
Section 30 of the Designs Act of 2000.
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The convergence of cultural dynamics, legal evolution, and creative expression has distinguished the history of

copyright laws in Indian cinema. It tells the story of how concerns about intellectual property, creativity, and
the preservation of artistic works have affected Indian filmmaking.*

The Initial Years and Impact of Global Treaties:

* When Indian cinema first began, copyright regulations were not as advanced. The first official legal framework
for copyright in India was established by the Copyright Act of 1914, which was passed while India was a British
colony and heavily affected Indian copyright rules at the time. This law mainly applied to artistic and literary

works, as well as musical compositions.

Post-Independence Laws:

Following attaining independence in 1947, India started drafting its own copyright regulations. The 1957
Copyright Act was a major step in this direction. This law created a foundation for copyright protection across
a range of artistic mediums, such as music, film, and literature. Original literary, dramatic, musical, and creative
works, as well as cinematographic films and sound recordings, were protected by copyright law under the
Copyright Act of 1957. India’s dedication to promoting innovation and safeguarding the rights of creators was

mirrored in this legislation.

Extending Copyright Protection to Cinematography:

A significant turning point for Indian cinema was the incorporation of "cinematographic films" into the
Copyright Act of 1957. It granted filmmakers copyright protection for their creations and acknowledged the
distinctively creative components of the filmmaking process.Filmmakers were able to establish their exclusive
rights over their works thanks to this legal structure, which also prevented unauthorized dissemination,

adaptation, or copying.

Difficulties and Changing Copyright Environment:

In spite of the legal safeguards provided by the Copyright Act 1957, Indian film has had to contend with issues
pertaining to piracy, unapproved remakes, and copyright infringement. These problems have led to changes in
copyright laws over time to handle new difficulties. Notably, the 1994 amendment broadened the act's scope to

include newly developed technologies like digital and satellite transmission.

Compliance with International Accords:

India has taken action to bring its copyright laws into compliance with international treaties and commitments.
The nation has ratified the Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works, which establishes
global guidelines for the defense of copyright.

Modern Difficulties with Digital Copyright:

4Vasundhara Singh, Interface between IPR and Film Media, INDIAN JOURNAL OF LAW AND PUBLIC POLICY, (last visited
Jan 2 5 th, 2022, 10.25 PM)
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The advent of digital technology has presented novel obstacles to the safeguarding of copyright in Indian film

industry. The usage of copyrighted content on digital platforms, streaming services, and online piracy have all
become hot topics in copyright discussions.

Indian Law of Copyright: 1957 Revisiting the "Special 301" Trade Sanctions

The Indian government made a major law change in 1994 in reaction to the trade sanctions brought on by the
"Special 301" designation. In order to accommodate new technological fields like computer software, digital
technology, and satellite broadcasting, the Copyright Act of 1957 was amended. In order to comply with the
provisions of the Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) agreement, the Indian
copyright framework was expanded. The result is that India's modified Copyright Act of 1957 is regarded by
the International Intellectual Property Alliance (I1PA) as one of the world's most modern copyright laws. India
is still on the "Priority Watch List,” mostly because of high rates of piracy and the lack of effective enforcement

mechanisms.®

Indian copyright rules are similar to those in the United States. Copyright protection is conditioned on a work's
originality in both jurisdictions. According to the definition of originality, a work cannot be merely a
copyrighted duplicate of another work; rather, it must be the product of its creator. The two main types of rights
that copyright protects are economic rights, which have to do with how the work is developed commercially,
and moral rights, which are intrinsic to the author and deal with things like deciding whether or not a work
should be published, claiming authorship, and preventing changes that could harm an author's reputation. Legal
precedents from India and Britain support an author's exclusive rights over derivative works and the view that
ideas, concepts, and factual information cannot be protected by copyright. Rather, copyright protection to the
unique form, manner, arrangement, and expression of these ideas. °Thus, similar concepts may be separately
developed by several authors without violating copyright laws. Inthe historic decision of R.G. Anand v. Delux
Films, the Indian Supreme Court upheld this legal theory. A playwright filed a lawsuit against a production firm
in this instance, claiming that the latter made a movie that was a "exact copy" of his play. Nevertheless, because
of the play's significant differences from the movie, the Supreme Court decided that, despite certain parallels,
the play's copyright was not violated. Indian courts use the "lay observer test" to determine whether an author's
work constitutes copyright infringement.” Copyright is violated if a layperson looks at both works and concludes
without a doubt that the second one looks to be a copy of the first. In addition, the second work must be
"substantial and material” in order for it to be deemed an infringement. A minor addition, change, or deletion

from the original work does not negate a claim of infringement. Furthermore, the evaluation of substantiality

> Bodo Fruendt, Producer's Portrait: Fanes Film-Experience and Dreams, KiNO, Apr. 2002, http://www.german-
cinema.de/magazine/2002/04/ germprod/fanes.html.
& Timm Neu, Bollywood is Coming - Copyright and Film Industry Issues Regarding International Film Co-Productions Involving
India, 8 San DIEGO INT'l L.J. 123 (2006)
7 Central Intelligence Agency, The World Factbook, available at https://cia. gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/in.html (last visited
Oct. 30, 2006).
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takes into account both the volume and caliber of the copied material.® Therefore, there may be more support

for an infringement claim if the concept that was copied is especially unique or novel. Even though the plaintiff's
claim of copyright infringement was not successful, this case is noteworthy because it is one of the few times

that the Indian entertainment industry has been accused of copying, setting a significant legal precedent.

INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC LAWS CONCERNING COPYRIGHT IN INDIAN FILM
INDUSTRY

The legal framework for safeguarding authors' rights and controlling the use of copyrighted content in the film
industry is established by a blend of international accords and domestic laws, governing copyright in Indian

cinema.
international accords

1. Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works in Berne:

* The Berne Convention, an international agreement that establishes minimal requirements for copyright
protection, is ratified by India. * The Berne Convention guarantees that Indian films and its components, such
as scripts, music, and artistic works, are protected in other member countries, and vice versa. Member countries

undertake to grant copyright protection to the works of authors from other member countries.

2. Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS Agreement):

* India is a party to the TRIPS Agreement, which sets international guidelines for the protection of intellectual

property, including copyrights, and is a member of the World Trade Organization (WTO).

* In order to be a member of TRIPS, a country must effectively safeguard and enforce intellectual property

rights, particularly those pertaining to motion pictures.
National Laws

The 1957 Copyright Act

» The Copyright Act of 1957 is the main piece of legislation pertaining to copyright in India. Many changes

have been made to this act to accommodate evolving technology and global requirements.

* A vast array of creative works, including sound recordings and cinematographic films as well as literary,
theatrical, musical, and artistic works, are protected by the Copyright Act. The Copyright Act protects the rights
of filmmakers, screenwriters, musicians, and other artists involved in the making of motion pictures in the
Indian film industry. It gives the authors the only authority to copy, modify, distribute, and perform their works
in public.

8 sian's Cine Fan 6th Festival of Asian Cinema, India-Europe Round Table, http://www.cinemaya.net/europe.asp (last visited Aug.
11, 2006).
[JCRT2401723 | International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org | gls1



http://www.ijcrt.org/

www.ijcrt.org © 2024 IJCRT | Volume 12, Issue 1 January 2024 | ISSN: 2320-2882
Amendments and Evolving Legislation:

The Copyright Act of 1957 has undergone modifications over time to address new issues. * These amendments

aimed to enhance the protection of intellectual property rights in the digital age, considering the evolving
landscape of Indian cinema, which increasingly relies on digital technology. Notably, the 1994 amendment
expanded the act to include satellite broadcasting, computer software, and digital technology, bringing it in line
with the requirements of the TRIPS Agreement.

Performers' Rights:

Indian copyright law acknowledges performers' rights in addition to copyright protection, which is especially
important when considering the film sector. The Copyright Act safeguards performers' rights, including the

ability to manage how their performances are used.

Enforcement and Remedies:

Civil and criminal fines are among the enforcement mechanisms and remedies for copyright infringement
provided under the Copyright Act. This makes it possible for owners of copyrights to sue others who improperly
use their creations.To oversee and enforce copyright-related issues, such as the gathering and disbursement of

royalties, the Act also creates copyright societies and the Copyright Board.

A thorough legal framework is provided to safeguard the intellectual property rights of filmmakers, artists, and
inventors by the international accords and national laws pertaining to copyright in Indian cinema. These rules
support the development and sustainability of this dynamic and significant business by guaranteeing that Indian
film is protected not only domestically but also internationally, where it is acknowledged and enjoyed.

ROLE OF JUDICIARY

When it comes to copyright disputes in Indian movies, the judiciary is crucial. It arbitrates disputes, explains
copyright regulations, and establishes precedents that influence the intellectual property environment that
affects filmmakers, artists, and other creators. The judiciary's involvement in copyright matters in Indian cinema

can be broadly classified into the following categories:

1. Resolution of Copyright Conflicts:

* Cases of Infringement of Copyright: The judiciary intervenes to settle copyright issues in Indian cinema,
including those involving claims of plagiarism, unapproved use of protected works, and violations of copyright
agreements. It evaluates if copyright has been violated and chooses the proper course of action.

* Historic Cases: Indian courts have considered a number of historic copyright cases pertaining to motion
pictures. For example, the Indian Supreme Court made decisions about the scope of copyright protection and
the meaning of "substantial similarity" in relation to a play that is being made into a movie in the case of R.G.

Anand v. Delux Films.
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2. Understanding and Using Copyright Law:

The judiciary is a pivotal institution in the interpretation and delineation of the notion of "originality" as it
pertains to copyright law. It evaluates if a work is sufficiently unique to merit copyright protection, which has

important ramifications for Indian cinema directors.

The ideas of "fair use"” and "transformative works" are also interpreted by courts in relation to the film industry.

For filmmakers, these interpretations aid in defining the bounds of artistic expression and copyright protection.

3. Creating Legal Guidelines:

* Case Precedents: Court rulings in copyright matters set the legal standard for instances that follow. The
interpretation and implementation of copyright law in Indian cinema is made clearer and more consistent by

these precedents.

* Protection of Moral Rights: Indian courts have contributed to the definition and defense of writers' and artists'
moral rights, including the ability to preserve their reputations and forbid changes to their works that would be
detrimental to their honor.

4. Maintaining Creative Freedom while Protecting Copyright:

* Finding a Balance: The courts must strike a balance between filmmakers' creative freedom and copyright
protection. Courts frequently have to balance the public interest in promoting creation with the rights of creators,

all the while upholding the exclusive rights of copyright holders.

5. Enforcement and Remedies:

* Civil and Criminal Actions: In situations involving copyright infringement, courts have the power to grant
injunctions, damages, and other remedies. When copyright owners' rights ‘are infringed, this enforcement

position guarantees that they can pursue legal action.

* Collective Management Organizations: In India, the functioning of CMOs has also been influenced by judicial

rulings. These groups make it easier for royalties to be gathered and distributed to film industry creators.

"Mere Yaar Ki Shaadi Hai," which translates to "My Friend's Wedding," from Yash Raj Films is sometimes
charged with being a cultural parody of "My Best Friend's Wedding." In defense of the movie, Sanjay Gadhvi,
the director, claims that the similarities are limited to the title and plot. This mimicking is not exclusive to the
latest Hollywood blockbusters or a relatively new phenomena in Bollywood. Narinder Bedi's "Rafoo Chakkar,"
which cleverly parodies the plot of the 1959 movie "Some Like it Hot," is a notable example from 1974. It was
allegedly "Indianized" from the 1934 love comedy "It Happened One Night" for the 1992 box office blockbuster
"Dil Hain Ke Manta Nahin."®

° Bollywood World-What is Bollywood?, http://www.bollywoodworld.com/ whatisbollywood/index.htm (last visited Oct. 31,
2006).
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The little screen has also been affected by this copying trend, which isn't just present on the big screen. One

example is the well-known Hindi movie star Amitabh Bachchan, who hosts the well-liked game show "Kaun
Banega Crorepati,” which is eerily similar to "Who Wants to be a Millionaire™ in both title and content.

The Los Angeles-shot movie "Kaante," released in 2002, has reportedly drawn criticism for being too similar
to Quentin Tarantino's "Reservoir Dogs." Reviews referred to it as "a singing and dancing Reservoir Dogs" and
as a "Bollywood reimagining of Reservoir Dogs." Regarding the story, style, directing, and soundtrack, some

even went so far as to refer to it as "derivative to Hollywood".

There is a growing recognition that there is an issue with the Indian film business, even though Hollywood
studios have not yet taken any concrete action against it.° In the near future, it is anticipated that a studio would

try to enforce its copyright.

SUGGESTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Establish Clearly Defined Copyright criteria: To prevent confusion in adaptation and any legal conflicts,
create precisely defined copyright criteria tailored to remakes. This should contain rules about what constitutes

fair usage in terms of adaptation and when remakes need the consent of the original artists.

2. Support Original Content: * Provide motivation and support for the development of original screenplays and
content for Indian film. This can be accomplished by providing financial incentives, honors, and recognition to

authors and filmmakers who create original and inventive stories.

3. Encourage Up-and-Coming Talent: ¢ Establish forums and chances where aspiring performers, authors, and
filmmakers may present their abilities and inventive narratives. New talent can be developed through programs

like mentorship, grants, and film festivals.

4. Cultural Authenticity and Sensitivity: Motivate filmmakers to handle cultural representation and authenticity
in content adaptation in a responsible manner. Accurate and respectful representation of other cultures and

traditions can be ensured through collaborations with communities and cultural specialists.

5. Public Awareness Campaigns: To inform the public about the intricacies of remakes and their effects on the
film industry, start public awareness campaigns. These marketing initiatives can help people appreciate both

well-done adaptations and original content.

6. Alternative Revenue methods: In order to allay filmmakers' fears and encourage cooperation, consider
alternative revenue methods like royalties or profit-sharing arrangements with original creators. These models

can assist in finding a compromise between originality and the integrity of copyright.

10 Ashni Parekh, India, in ENTERTAINMENT LAW: THE COMPERATIVE LAW YEARBOOD OF INTERNATIONAL
BUSINESS 157, 169-70 (Dennis Campbell & Susan Meek eds., 2000).
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7. Protection of Moral Rights: * Ensure that original authors have a voice in how their works are adapted by

strengthening the protection of their moral rights. This could entail making changes to copyright regulations so

they have some control on adaptations.

8. International Best Practices: Research and use international film industry best practices for ethical
adaptations, remakes, and maintaining artistic integrity. Work together with international cinema organizations

to gain knowledge from their approaches and experiences.

9. Research and Data Collection: Invest in research and data gathering to gain a deeper comprehension of the
cultural influence, economic ramifications, and audience preferences of remakes. Development of policies can

be guided by evidence-based decision-making.

10. Collaborative Platforms: Create forums where interested parties, such as filmmakers, original content
creators, legal professionals, and trade associations, can communicate and work together. These platforms have

the potential to promote mutual comprehension and cooperative problem-solving.

11. Review and Amend Copyright rules: To stay up with changing international standards and technological
advancements, copyright rules should be reviewed and amended on a regular basis. Think about the way the

digital world is changing and how it is affecting the film business.

12. Enforcement and Mediation: To expeditiously settle copyright issues pertaining to remakes, bolster the
enforcement of copyright laws and set up mediation procedures. This can lessen the likelihood of drawn-out

court cases.

13. Transparency and Accountability: Encourage accountability and transparency when securing rights for
adjustments. Filmmakers ought to monitor and enforce giving proper credit and compensation to the original

creators.

Policymakers, industry stakeholders, and creative experts need to collaborate in order to address remake
difficulties in Indian cinema and find a compromise between maintaining creative freedom and maintaining
copyright integrity. These policy ideas uphold the Indian cinematic legacy of adaptation while promoting

innovation, safeguarding artistic rights, and building a robust film industry.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, a fascinating story of creative adaptation, cultural identity, legal complexities, and commercial
dynamics is woven together by the complex web of remake difficulties in Indian cinema. Our investigation into
this complex issue has illuminated a number of aspects of remakes and their importance to the Indian cinema

industry. Upon concluding this study report, a number of significant insights and observations become apparent.

The historical development of remakes in Indian film first and primarily emphasizes their ongoing existence

and dynamic character. Remakes are engrained in the industry's DNA, from the first adaptations influenced by

IJCRT2401723 | International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org | g185


http://www.ijcrt.org/

www.ijcrt.org © 2024 IJCRT | Volume 12, Issue 1 January 2024 | ISSN: 2320-2882
foreign film to the current trend of reworking cult classics. Global influences, shifting societal norms, and

economic factors have all influenced its evolution.

The legal framework that supports remakes—the Copyright Act of 1957, in particular—is essential to
preserving intellectual property rights and giving artists a foundation for negotiating the thin line between
infringement and adaptation. India's commitment to conforming to international copyright standards is
demonstrated by the recent revisions made to the Act to include digital technologies and obligations abroad.

Remake challenges now include cultural authenticity and representation as crucial components. A careful
balance between imaginative reimagining and maintaining the spirit of the original work is necessary due to the
influence of remakes on the representation of cultural aspects, identities, and societal values. To prevent misuse

and misrepresentation, filmmakers must exercise caution.

Remakes offer both advantages and disadvantages from an economic standpoint. Although they frequently
evoke nostalgia and promise financial success, they can also discourage investment in original screenplays and
restrict the prospects available to up-and-coming talent. Finding a balance between remakes and new stories is

essential to the industry's economic viability.

Indian remakes have a worldwide impact on the entertainment industry. By posing queries regarding cultural
appropriation, authenticity, and moral implications, they establish Indian cinema as a prominent force in the

world of cinema.

Remakes are either successful or unsuccessful based in large part on the response and expectations of the
audience. The responses of viewers, parallels with the original works, and the nostalgic component all have a
significant impact on a movie's performance. To make sure their artistic attempts are resonant, filmmakers need

to negotiate these audience dynamics.

A layer of complexity is added to the remake landscape by the viewpoints of'the original inventors and their
opinions regarding the adaptation of their work in a different cultural setting. In order to make moral decisions,

it is essential to comprehend their worries and experiences.

In the end, our research’s conclusion indicates that the problems with Indian cinema's remakes are complex and
always changing. They show how innovation, laws, culture, and economy interact in a nuanced way.
Stakeholders need to come up with creative strategies to protect intellectual property, uphold the integrity of
copyright, and support cultural authenticity if they want the Indian film industry to continue growing
sustainably. Policymakers, filmmakers, and audiences must collaborate to find a healthy balance between the
perennial appeal of remakes and the timeless desire of uniqueness in storytelling, as the industry continues to

adapt to the shifting environment of global cinema.
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