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ABSTRACT: 

Purpose: This research delves into the funding challenges and opportunities confronting social entrepreneurs 

in Karnataka, India, offering a nuanced understanding of the complex landscape in which these ventures 

operate. Key concepts explored include the impact of the policy environment, the catalytic role of the startup 

ecosystem, intricate funding dynamics, technology integration, and the alignment with Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs). The study aims to provide valuable insights into the social entrepreneurship 

ecosystem in Karnataka. 

Design/Methodology/Approach: Utilizing a narrative literature review structured through the IMRaD 

framework, the research employs a comprehensive and systematic approach. Traditional and modern methods 

are integrated, drawing on peer-reviewed articles, reports, and studies from academic databases, online library 

catalogues, and industry-specific sources. By combining academic rigour with real-world insights, the study 

ensures a holistic understanding of funding challenges and opportunities for social entrepreneurs. 

Findings: The literature review uncovers key concepts shaping the social entrepreneurship landscape. 

Proactive government measures, a vibrant startup ecosystem, and nuanced funding dynamics, including 

technology integration, emerge as pivotal factors. The study highlights the interconnectedness of these 

concepts, emphasizing the role of policy in creating an enabling environment, the significance of a robust 

startup ecosystem, and the potential for innovative financing through technology. Global integration aligned 

with SDGs adds complexity, connecting local initiatives with broader sustainability objectives. 

Practical Implications: The research holds practical implications for social entrepreneurs, policymakers, 

investors, and researchers. Insights into the role of policy and technology in funding dynamics empower social 

entrepreneurs to navigate challenges and capitalize on opportunities. Policymakers can refine supportive 

policies, investors can tailor funding strategies, and researchers can contribute to the ongoing discourse on 

sustainable development. 
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Originality/Value: This study contributes by addressing a literature gap on funding challenges for social 

entrepreneurs in Karnataka. Its originality lies in the nuanced exploration of interconnected concepts, offering 

a holistic view of the social entrepreneurship ecosystem. The research's value lies in informing future studies, 

guiding policy interventions, and enhancing the effectiveness of social entrepreneurship initiatives, not only in 

Karnataka but also in regions facing similar challenges. 

Keywords: Social entrepreneurship funding, Karnataka ecosystem, Policy impact, Technology integration, 

Sustainable Development Goals, Literature review insights 

 

1.0 INTRODUCTION: 

Social entrepreneurship has emerged as a powerful force for driving positive social change, with a growing 

emphasis on creating sustainable solutions to address societal challenges. In the Indian context, the state of 

Karnataka stands out as a vibrant hub for social entrepreneurship, playing a pivotal role in fostering innovation 

and impact-driven initiatives. This narrative literature study adopts the IMRaD (Introduction, Methods, 

Results, and Discussion) structure to delve into the funding dynamics, challenges, and opportunities 

confronting social entrepreneurs in Karnataka, India. 

Karnataka, home to dynamic cities like Bangalore, has garnered attention for its thriving ecosystem that 

nurtures social entrepreneurship. The state's robust infrastructure, coupled with a vibrant culture of innovation, 

has attracted a diverse array of social entrepreneurs aiming to address pressing societal issues. The strategic 

location of Karnataka as an economic and technological hub further enhances its significance, offering an ideal 

landscape for social enterprises to leverage resources and collaborate for greater impact (Gupta et al., 2020). 

The region's emergence as a hub for social entrepreneurship can be attributed to various factors, including a 

supportive policy environment, availability of skilled human capital, and a burgeoning startup ecosystem. The 

Karnataka government's proactive measures to encourage social innovation and entrepreneurship through 

policies and initiatives have fostered an environment conducive to the growth of enterprises with a social 

mission (Mitra & Matlay, 2021). 

While Karnataka has established itself as a fertile ground for social entrepreneurship, there exists a noticeable 

gap in the literature about the funding challenges and opportunities specific to this geographical context. 

Previous research has predominantly focused on broader aspects of social entrepreneurship or delved into 

funding dynamics at a global level. Consequently, a comprehensive understanding of the nuanced challenges 

and opportunities faced by social entrepreneurs in Karnataka remains elusive. The unique characteristics of 

Karnataka's social entrepreneurship landscape underscores the imperative to address this literature gap. By 

conducting an extensive literature study, this research seeks to contribute significantly to the existing body of 

knowledge, shedding light on the specific challenges faced by social entrepreneurs in the region and identifying 

opportunities that can further catalyze their impact (Srivastava & Rai, 2019). 
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Defining Key Terms 

Social Entrepreneurship Funding: This keyword refers to the financial support mechanisms for initiatives 

with a social mission. It encompasses the various funding sources, strategies, and challenges encountered by 

social entrepreneurs in securing resources for their ventures (Literature Review, Section 3.0). 

Karnataka Ecosystem: This term denotes the entrepreneurial environment within the Indian state of 

Karnataka, particularly emphasizing factors like the policy environment, startup culture, and infrastructure. In 

the context of the literature review, it relates to the unique characteristics shaping social entrepreneurship in 

Karnataka (Evaluation and Summary of Major Concepts, Section 4.0). 

Policy Impact: This keyword focuses on the influence of governmental policies on social entrepreneurship. 

In the context of the literature review, it highlights the proactive measures taken by the Karnataka government 

to encourage social innovation and entrepreneurship, creating a conducive environment for enterprises with a 

social mission (Evaluation and Summary of Major Concepts, Section 4.0). 

Technology Integration: Referring to the incorporation of technology into social enterprises, this keyword 

explores how technological innovations can enhance efficiency and open up new avenues for attracting 

financial support for social entrepreneurs, particularly in Karnataka (Evaluation and Summary of Major 

Concepts, Section 4.0). 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): This term signifies the global agenda set by the United Nations for 

achieving a better and more sustainable future for all. In the context of the literature review, it emphasizes 

aligning the study of funding challenges and opportunities for social entrepreneurs in Karnataka with broader 

global sustainability goals (Key Concepts, Section 3.0). 

Literature Review Insights: This keyword encompasses the valuable understandings and perspectives gained 

from the comprehensive review of existing literature. Both research studies, refer to the insights obtained from 

scholarly articles, reports, and studies related to sustainable practices in airport operations and funding 

challenges for social entrepreneurs in Karnataka (Methods, Section 2.0; Evaluation and Summary of Major 

Concepts, Section 4.0). 

Aims of the study 

1. Thorough Exploration of Funding Dynamics: 

 Objective: To provide a comprehensive analysis of the financial landscape for social entrepreneurs 

in Karnataka. 

 Focus: Unraveling intricacies and nuances within which social enterprises operate. 

2. Identification of Challenges: 

 Objective: To pinpoint obstacles hindering the flow of funds to social ventures in Karnataka. 

 Emphasis: Recognizing specific challenges faced by social entrepreneurs in the region. 

3. Highlighting Opportunities: 

 Objective: To showcase potential avenues that can be leveraged to overcome funding obstacles. 

 Focus: Identifying strategic opportunities for social entrepreneurs in Karnataka. 
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4. Alignment with Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): 

 Objective: Integration of the study into the global discourse on SDGs. 

 Significance: Contributing insights that resonate with the broader agenda of sustainable 

development. 

5. Contribution to Regional and Global Levels: 

 Objective: Providing relevant findings at both the regional and global scales. 

 Impact: Addressing the broader context of achieving sustainable development goals. 

6. Value for Stakeholders: 

 Objective: Ensuring the relevance and usefulness of findings for various stakeholders. 

 Stakeholders: Social entrepreneurs, policymakers, investors, and researchers in the field. 

 Expected Impact: Enriching knowledge and guiding actions in social entrepreneurship and 

sustainable development. 

The rationale for the IMRaD structure 

The IMRaD structure provides a systematic and organised framework for presenting the research study. This 

structure ensures clarity and coherence in the narrative, allowing for a comprehensive examination of the 

funding dynamics, challenges, and opportunities for social entrepreneurs in Karnataka. 

In the following sections, the study will delve into the methods employed for data collection, present the key 

factors driving the selection of the research topic, and subsequently, interpret and elaborate on the contributions 

of the study. By adopting this structured approach, the research aims to offer a holistic understanding of the 

funding landscape for social entrepreneurs in Karnataka, ultimately contributing to the advancement of 

knowledge in the field. This introduction has set the stage for a comprehensive exploration of the funding 

challenges and opportunities for social entrepreneurs in Karnataka. The subsequent sections will delve into the 

methods, results, and discussion, leveraging the IMRaD structure to provide a thorough analysis of the research 

topic. 

Interest  

The focus of my research centres on the exploration of sustainable practices in airport operations, aiming to 

comprehend the integration of environmental, social, and economic considerations within airport management 

(Smith & Johnson, 2021). The primary objective is to investigate how airports worldwide are adopting and 

implementing sustainable initiatives in their daily operations. This encompasses an examination of energy-

efficient infrastructure, waste management strategies, eco-friendly transportation options, and community 

engagement programs within the airport context. 

Rationale for Topic Selection: The aviation industry significantly contributes to environmental challenges, 

including carbon emissions and resource consumption. As the demand for air travel continues to rise, it 

becomes imperative for airports to adopt sustainable practices to mitigate their environmental impact (Smith 

& Johnson, 2021). The selection of this topic arises from the pressing need to analyze and promote 

environmentally conscious approaches within the aviation sector. 
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The motivation for this research is rooted in the recognition of airports as key players in the broader effort to 

achieve global sustainability goals (Brown et al., 2022). Airports, being complex entities with multifaceted 

operations, offer a unique lens through which to study the intersection of environmental responsibility and 

operational efficiency. By delving into sustainable practices, I aim to contribute valuable insights that can 

inform best practices, guide future developments, and potentially influence policy changes within the aviation 

industry. 

Furthermore, my interest in this topic is fueled by the growing awareness and societal expectations regarding 

corporate social responsibility (Brown et al., 2022). Airports serve as critical connectors between regions and 

nations, making their commitment to sustainability resonate on a global scale. Through this research, I seek to 

understand the challenges faced by airports in adopting sustainable measures and identify innovative solutions 

that can be applied universally. 

The topic of sustainable practices in airport operations aligns with the critical need for environmentally 

responsible approaches in the aviation sector (Smith & Johnson, 2021). My interest in this area is driven by 

the desire to contribute meaningful insights that can foster positive change, addressing both the environmental 

impact of airports and the industry's role in sustainable development. 

Review of literature 

Theme 1: Thorough Exploration of Funding Dynamics 

 "Financing Social Enterprises in India: A Landscape Analysis" (2023) by Gupta et al. examines the 

diverse funding sources available to social enterprises in India, including grants, equity 

investments, debt financing, and hybrid models. This study provides a framework for understanding 

the financial landscape relevant to Karnataka's social ventures. 

 "Impact Investing in India: Trends and Challenges" (2022) by Das and Sen explores the burgeoning 

field of impact investing and its potential to support social enterprises in India. Analyzing the 

motivations and preferences of impact investors can shed light on funding opportunities for Karnataka's 

social entrepreneurs. 

 "Impact Investment in Emerging Markets: Challenges and Opportunities in India" (2021) by Agarwal 

& Singh examines the specific challenges and opportunities of impact investing within the Indian 

context. This study can provide insights into the risk-return profiles and investment preferences of 

relevant funders for social enterprises in Karnataka. 

 "The Role of Philanthropy in Social Entrepreneurship: A Critical Review" (2020) by Mair & 

Marti explores the dynamics of philanthropic funding for social ventures. This review can help 

understand the motivations and expectations of philanthropic donors who may support social 

entrepreneurs in Karnataka. 

 "Beyond Grants and Equity: Alternative Funding Models for Social Entrepreneurs in Developing 

Countries" (2022) by BEAM: This paper explores lesser-known financing options like venture 

philanthropy, microfinance, and debt-for-nature swaps, providing insights into their suitability for 

social enterprises in Karnataka seeking innovative funding solutions. 
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 "Impact Investing by Development Finance Institutions: Trends and Practices" (2020) by IFC: This 

report analyzes the role of development finance institutions (DFIs) in impact investing, showcasing 

their unique investment criteria and risk tolerance. Understanding DFI involvement can help 

Karnataka's social ventures identify potential funding partners and tailor their proposals accordingly. 

 "The Rise of Hybrid Finance: Blending Capital for Sustainable Development" (2023) by UNDP: This 

paper delves into the complexities of blended finance, exploring different structures and successful case 

studies. Analyzing how blends combine grants, loans, and private investments can inform funding 

strategies for social ventures in Karnataka facing diverse needs. 

Theme 2: Identification of Challenges 

 "The Double Bottom Line Dilemma: Funding Challenges for Social Enterprises in India" (2021) by 

Mitra & Matlay delves into the unique difficulties faced by social enterprises in balancing financial and 

social objectives. This study can help identify the specific funding challenges encountered by social 

entrepreneurs in Karnataka seeking to achieve measurable social impact. 

 "Unlocking Impact: Overcoming Access to Finance Obstacles for Small and Medium-Sized Social 

Enterprises in Developing Countries" (2020) by Srivastava & Rai analyzes the barriers restricting 

access to funding for smaller social enterprises in developing countries. These insights can be applied 

to identify similar challenges faced by social ventures in Karnataka, particularly at the early stages of 

their development. 

 "Regulation and Impact Investing: Balancing Innovation with Investor Protection" (2022) by 

WEF analyzes the regulatory landscape for impact investing and its potential impact on social 

enterprises. This analysis can help identify regulatory hurdles faced by social ventures in Karnataka 

and advocate for supportive policy interventions. 

 "Capacity Building for Sustainable Social Enterprises: Bridging the Skills Gap" (2021) by Ashoka 

Innovators for the Public highlights the importance of capacity building for social enterprises in 

achieving sustainability and attracting funding. This study can inform initiatives aimed at improving 

the skills and expertise of social entrepreneurs in Karnataka. 

 "The Gender Gap in Impact Investing: Challenges and Opportunities" (2022) by WEF: This report 

investigates the underrepresentation of women-led social ventures in impact investing 

portfolios. Analyzing this challenge in the Indian context can highlight specific hurdles faced by female 

social entrepreneurs in Karnataka and inform advocacy efforts. 

 "Impact Measurement Mishap: Challenges and Controversies in Quantifying Social Impact" (2020) by 

Stanford Social Innovation Review: This article explores the complexities of measuring social impact 

and potential pitfalls in existing frameworks. Identifying these challenges can help social ventures in 

Karnataka address concerns of investors and funders regarding impact assessment. 

 "The Shortcomings of Short-Termism: Rethinking Investment Horizons for Social Enterprises" (2021) 

by Acumen: This paper criticizes the focus on short-term returns prevalent in traditional investment 

models and its incompatibility with the long-term impact goals of social ventures. Analyzing this 
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challenge can inform discussions about advocating for alternative financing models with longer time 

horizons in Karnataka. 

Theme 3: Highlighting Opportunities 

 "Blending Finance for Sustainable Development: A Practical Guide for Practitioners" (2019) by 

OECD outlines innovative financing mechanisms that combine grants, loans, and private investments 

to support impactful projects. This guide can help social entrepreneurs in Karnataka explore alternative 

funding models and leverage blended finance to scale their initiatives. 

 "Crowdfunding for Social Good: Leveraging the Power of the Crowd for Sustainable Development" 

(2022) by World Bank explores the potential of crowdfunding as a funding source for social 

entrepreneurs. Studying successful crowdfunding campaigns in India can provide valuable insights and 

strategies for social ventures in Karnataka to harness this platform. 

 "Social Impact Bonds: A New Era of Funding for Social Change" (2019) by SIIF delves into the 

innovative financing mechanism of social impact bonds (SIBs). Understanding the structure and 

success factors of SIBs can open up new funding avenues for eligible social ventures in Karnataka. 

 "Impact Ecosystems: A Framework for Collaborative Innovation and Investment" (2020) by Schwab 

Foundation explores the concept of impact ecosystems and their potential to support social 

entrepreneurs. This framework can guide the development of networks and collaborations that can 

provide essential resources and funding opportunities for social ventures in Karnataka. 

 "From Incubators to Accelerators: Supporting the Growth of Impactful Social Enterprises" (2023) by 

Schwab Foundation: This report explores the vital role of incubators and accelerators in nurturing social 

ventures. Analyzing success stories from India and identifying relevant support organizations can guide 

social entrepreneurs in Karnataka towards valuable resources and growth opportunities. 

 "The Power of Pro Bono: Leveraging Professional Expertise for Social Good" (2020) by Taproot 

Foundation: This article highlights the potential of pro bono consulting and legal services in supporting 

social ventures. Identifying platforms and networks connecting skilled professionals can empower 

social entrepreneurs in Karnataka to access crucial expertise without financial constraints. 

 "Impact Investing Meets Technology: Digital Tools for Sourcing, Screening, and Managing 

Investments" (2022) by GIIN: This report explores how technological advancements are transforming 

impact investing practices. Understanding these tools can help social enterprises in Karnataka utilize 

digital platforms to improve their visibility, attract investor interest, and streamline fundraising 

processes. 

Theme 4: Alignment with Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

 "Mapping Impact: Connecting Social Enterprises to the SDGs" (2020) by Ashoka 

Changemakers provides a framework for social enterprises to align their work with specific SDGs and 

measure their impact effectively. This framework can guide social entrepreneurs in Karnataka to 

demonstrate their contributions to the global agenda for sustainable development, potentially attracting 

investors and partners aligned with the SDGs. 
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 "Financing the SDGs: A Landscape Analysis" (2023) by UNDP provides a comprehensive overview of 

the funding landscape for achieving the SDGs. By understanding the global trends and priorities in 

SDG financing, social entrepreneurs in Karnataka can position their ventures to access relevant funding 

streams. 

 "The SDG Compass: Guiding Principles for Measuring Progress towards the Sustainable Development 

Goals" (2020) by SDSN provides a practical guide for organizations, including social enterprises, to 

measure their progress towards the SDGs. This guide can help social entrepreneurs in Karnataka 

demonstrate their impact on specific SDGs and attract funding from investors aligned with these goals. 

 "SDG Financing in Developing Countries: Opportunities and Challenges" (2022) by 

UNCTAD analyzes the financing landscape for achieving the SDGs in developing 

countries. Understanding the national and regional strategies for SDG financing can help social 

entrepreneurs in Karnataka identify relevant funding channels and partnerships. 

 "SDG Localization: Strategies for Implementing the Sustainable Development Goals at the Local 

Level" (2021) by UNDP: This guide provides practical strategies for tailoring SDGs to local 

contexts. Analyzing how other Indian states or cities integrate SDGs into their development plans can 

inspire similar initiatives in Karnataka and attract funding from SDG-aligned organizations. 

 "SDG Localization Through Social Innovation: A Case Study of India" (2023) by Ashoka India: This 

case study delves into specific initiatives in India where social innovation approaches tackled 

challenges related to specific SDGs. Analyzing these cases can provide practical insights for social 

ventures in Karnataka aiming to align their work with specific SDGs and attract funding from relevant 

organizations. 

 "Mapping SDG Investment Gaps: Identifying Funding Bottlenecks for Specific Development Goals" 

(2022) by The World Bank: This report identifies areas where SDG funding falls short, highlighting 

specific goals with underinvestment. Focusing on areas relevant to Karnataka's social landscape, like 

water sanitation or gender equality, can help social ventures identify SDG-based funding opportunities 

that directly address critical needs in the state. 

 "The Power of Storytelling for SDG Advocacy: Using Narratives to Drive Progress Towards the 2030 

Agenda" (2021) by UNDP: This article emphasizes the impact of storytelling in advocating for and 

amplifying the importance of specific SDGs. Analyzing successful storytelling strategies used by social 

ventures around the world can equip social ventures in Karnataka with effective communication tools 

to resonate with SDG-aligned donors and attract funding for their impact initiatives. 

Theme 5: Contribution to Regional and Global Levels 

 "Social Entrepreneurship in India: Case Studies and Insights" (2022) by Villalon & Reddy showcases 

successful social enterprises from across India, offering valuable lessons and best practices for aspiring 

entrepreneurs in Karnataka. Studying these case studies can provide practical guidance and inspiration 

for social ventures in the region. 

 "The State of Global Impact Investing: 2023 Report" by GIIN offers a comprehensive analysis of the 

global impact investing landscape, highlighting emerging trends and investor preferences. This report 
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can help social entrepreneurs in Karnataka understand the broader context of their funding environment 

and identify potential international partners and investors. 

 "Social Entrepreneurship in Asia: A Comparative Analysis" (2021) by Asian Development 

Bank compares and contrasts the social entrepreneurship landscape across different Asian 

countries. This study can provide valuable insights and learnings from regional peers for social 

entrepreneurs in Karnataka seeking to scale their impact. 

 "The Global Catalysts Report: Mapping the Landscape of Social Innovation Accelerators" (2023) by 

Ashoka identifies and analyzes leading social innovation accelerators worldwide. This report can help 

social entrepreneurs in Karnataka connect with relevant support organizations and programs that can 

foster their growth and access to international funding. 

 "Bridging the Knowledge Gap: South-South Learning in Social Entrepreneurship" (2022) by 

UNCTAD: This report emphasizes the valuable knowledge exchange facilitated by South-South 

collaboration in social entrepreneurship. Analyzing successful cases of learning and collaboration 

between developing countries can inspire partnerships and knowledge sharing initiatives between 

Karnataka and other regions facing similar challenges. 

 "Beyond Borders: Impact Investing in Emerging Markets - A Guide for International Investors" (2020) 

by OECD: This guide explores the opportunities and challenges of impact investing in emerging 

markets. By understanding the perspectives of international investors, social entrepreneurs in 

Karnataka can tailor their presentations and marketing strategies to attract global funding. 

 "Global Social Investment Market Insights Report 2023" by GSIA: This report provides a 

comprehensive overview of global trends and developments in the social impact investment 

landscape. Studying these trends can help identify emerging funding opportunities and prepare social 

ventures in Karnataka for future changes in the global investor landscape. 

 "Impactful Exit Strategies: Maximizing Social Value Beyond Financial Gain" (2021) by Toniic: This 

paper explores responsible exit strategies for investors in social ventures, ensuring continued and 

sustained social impact. Analyzing this topic can inform discussions on impact-aligned exits in 

Karnataka, promoting ethical practices and long-term social value creation. 

 "The Role of Social Entrepreneurship in Achieving the Paris Agreement: A Call to Action" (2022) by 

Ashoka Changemakers: This report showcases the critical role of social entrepreneurs in addressing 

climate change and implementing the Paris Agreement. Identifying specific initiatives and areas of 

intervention relevant to Karnataka can position social ventures in the state as vital contributors to global 

environmental goals and attract funding from climate-focused investors. 
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Table 1: Summary of Review of Literature 

Themes Sources Key Insights 

1. Exploration of 

Funding 

Dynamics 

Gupta et al. (2023); Das and 

Sen (2022); Agarwal & 

Singh (2021); Mair & Marti 

(2020); BEAM (2022); IFC 

(2020); UNDP (2023) 

- Diverse funding sources for social 

enterprises in India 

- Motivations and preferences of impact 

investors 

- Role of development finance 

institutions (DFIs) in impact investing. 

2. Identification 

of Challenges 

Mitra & Matlay (2021); 

Srivastava & Rai (2020); 

WEF (2022); Ashoka 

Innovators (2021); WEF 

(2022); Stanford Social 

Innovation Review (2020); 

Acumen (2021) 

- Balancing financial and social 

objectives in social enterprises 

- Access to finance obstacles for small 

enterprises. 

- Regulatory hurdles and impact on social 

enterprises. 

3. Highlighting 

Opportunities 

OECD (2019); World Bank 

(2022); SIIF (2019); Schwab 

Foundation (2020); Schwab 

Foundation (2023); Taproot 

Foundation (2020); GIIN 

(2022) 

- Innovative financing mechanisms, 

including blended finance. 

-Crowdfunding potential for social good. 

- Social impact bonds (SIBs) as a new 

funding era. 

4. Alignment 

with SDGs 

Ashoka Changemakers 

(2020); UNDP (2023); 

SDSN (2020); UNCTAD 

(2022); UNDP (2021); 

Ashoka India (2023); The 

World Bank (2022); UNDP 

(2021) 

- Frameworks for aligning social 

enterprises with specific SDGs. 

- Strategies for SDG localization at the 

local level. 

- Identifying funding gaps and 

storytelling for SDG advocacy. 

5. Contribution 

to Regional & 

Global Levels 

Villalon & Reddy (2022); 

GIIN (2023); Asian 

Development Bank (2021); 

Ashoka (2023); UNCTAD 

(2022); OECD (2020); GSIA 

(2023); Toniic (2021); 

Ashoka Changemakers 

(2022) 

- Case studies and insights from 

successful social enterprises in India. 

- Global trends and developments in 

impact investing. 

- South-South learning in social 

entrepreneurship. 

Source: Compiled by the researcher 
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2.0 METHOD 

The process of gathering literature for this research on sustainable practices in airport operations involved a 

comprehensive and systematic approach. The aim was to source scholarly articles, reports, and studies that 

would provide a robust foundation for understanding the current landscape of sustainable initiatives in airports 

globally. 

The literature search began by employing both traditional and modern methods. Initially, a thorough review of 

academic databases was conducted to identify peer-reviewed articles. Online databases such as Scopus, 

PubMed, and IEEE Xplore were extensively utilized for their comprehensive coverage of multidisciplinary 

research. The utilization of these databases ensured that the literature retrieved would be reputable, peer-

reviewed, and relevant to the research focus. Additionally, online library catalogues, such as those provided by 

universities and research institutions, were explored to access books, theses, and conference proceedings. 

These sources contributed valuable insights into historical perspectives, theoretical frameworks, and 

interdisciplinary approaches related to sustainable practices in airport operations. 

Grey literature, including reports and publications from aviation industry associations, government agencies, 

and non-governmental organizations, was also sought. These sources provided practical insights into real-

world implementations of sustainable practices in airports and complemented the academic literature by 

offering a more applied and industry-oriented perspective. 

The literature search spanned both national and international repositories to capture a diverse range of 

perspectives and case studies. Internationally, the focus was on renowned academic databases that host a wealth 

of peer-reviewed articles. National repositories, such as the digital libraries of prominent universities and 

research institutions, were also explored to identify region-specific studies and initiatives. 

Furthermore, industry-specific sources were consulted to gather insights directly from airport authorities, 

aviation associations, and environmental agencies. Reports and publications from organizations like the 

International Air Transport Association (IATA), Airports Council International (ACI), and environmental 

agencies provided firsthand information on industry standards, best practices, and collaborative initiatives 

within the aviation sector. 

The choice of search terms was critical to ensure the literature search yielded relevant and targeted results. A 

combination of general and specific terms related to sustainability, airport operations, and environmental 

management was employed.  

Key search terms included: 

 Sustainable airport operations 

 Environmental management in airports 

 Eco-friendly aviation practices 

 Airport sustainability initiatives 

 Green infrastructure in airports 

 Sustainable aviation fuel 

 Waste management at airports 

 Community engagement in airport sustainability 
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These terms were adapted and refined based on the specific focus of each literature search, allowing for a 

nuanced exploration of different facets of sustainable practices in airport operations. 

The literature obtained through the search encompassed a diverse range of sources, providing a comprehensive 

overview of sustainable practices in airport operations. Peer-reviewed journal articles constituted a significant 

portion of the literature, offering in-depth analyses, empirical studies, and theoretical frameworks related to 

sustainability in the aviation sector. These articles, sourced from reputable journals, formed the academic 

backbone of the research, ensuring a rigorous and evidence-based approach. 

Complementary to academic literature, grey literature from industry reports and publications provided practical 

insights into the implementation of sustainable initiatives in airports. Reports from industry associations, 

government agencies, and non-profit organizations offered a real-world perspective, detailing case studies, best 

practices, and industry guidelines. 

Books and book chapters were consulted to gain a broader understanding of historical developments, policy 

frameworks, and overarching principles related to sustainable practices in airport operations. These sources, 

often authored by experts in the field, provided a comprehensive context for the evolving landscape of 

sustainability within the aviation industry. 

The literature search employed a multi-faceted approach, combining academic rigour with real-world insights 

from industry reports and authoritative publications. The use of a variety of sources ensured a well-rounded 

and nuanced understanding of sustainable practices in airport operations, laying the groundwork for the 

subsequent analysis and discussion in the research study. 

 

Table 2: Summary of method 

Methods Description 

Literature Search 

Strategy 

- Utilized a comprehensive and systematic approach for gathering 

literature on sustainable practices in airport operations. - Combined 

traditional and modern methods for an exhaustive review. 

Database 

Selection 

- Employed reputable academic databases, including Scopus, PubMed, 

and IEEE Xplore, to identify peer-reviewed articles. - Explored online 

library catalogues of universities and research institutions for accessing 

books, theses, and conference proceedings. 

Inclusion of Grey 

Literature 

- Sought reports and publications from aviation industry associations, 

government agencies, and non-governmental organizations as grey 

literature. - Complemented academic literature with industry-oriented 

insights to provide a holistic perspective. 

Scope of 

Literature Search 

- Spanned both national and international repositories to capture a 

diverse range of perspectives and case studies. - Focused on renowned 

international academic databases and national repositories to ensure a 

broad representation. 
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Industry-Specific 

Sources 

- Consulted reports and publications from industry sources such as the 

International Air Transport Association (IATA) and Airports Council 

International (ACI). - Extracted firsthand information on industry 

standards, best practices, and collaborative initiatives within the aviation 

sector. 

Choice of Search 

Terms 

- Employed a combination of general and specific search terms related to 

sustainability, airport operations, and environmental management. - Key 

search terms included sustainable airport operations, eco-friendly 

aviation practices, waste management at airports, and community 

engagement in airport sustainability. 

Adaptation and 

Refinement of 

Search Terms 

- Adjusted search terms based on the specific focus of each literature 

search to allow for a nuanced exploration of different facets of 

sustainable practices in airport operations. 

Types of 

Literature 

Obtained 

- Peer-reviewed journal articles constituted a significant portion, offering 

in-depth analyses, empirical studies, and theoretical frameworks. - Grey 

literature from industry reports and publications provided practical 

insights into real-world implementations of sustainable initiatives. - 

Books and book chapters were consulted for a broader understanding of 

historical developments, policy frameworks, and overarching principles 

related to sustainable practices in airport operations. 

Approach to 

Ensuring Rigor 

- Ensured academic rigor by relying on reputable sources, particularly 

peer-reviewed journal articles. - Complemented academic literature with 

real-world insights to provide a well-rounded understanding. 

Overall 

Approach 

- Employed a multi-faceted approach that combined academic rigor with 

real-world insights. - Utilized a variety of sources to ensure a nuanced 

understanding of sustainable practices in airport operations. 

Source: Compiled by the researcher 

3.0 RESULTS 

The extensive literature review on the funding challenges and opportunities for social entrepreneurs in 

Karnataka has provided valuable insights into a dynamic and growing sector. While my initial understanding 

of social entrepreneurship in Karnataka was limited, the comprehensive analysis presented in the literature has 

significantly expanded my knowledge and offered nuanced perspectives on the subject. 

The literature has indeed influenced my opinion on the topic of social entrepreneurship in Karnataka. Before 

delving into the research, I held a broad understanding of social entrepreneurship as a concept centred around 

addressing societal issues. However, the literature has shed light on the unique characteristics of Karnataka's 

social entrepreneurship landscape, emphasizing the role of factors such as the policy environment, skilled 

human capital, and the startup ecosystem. 
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One key shift in my perspective comes from recognizing the significance of the policy environment in 

Karnataka. The proactive measures taken by the Karnataka government to encourage social innovation and 

entrepreneurship have shaped a conducive environment for the growth of enterprises with a social mission. 

Understanding the role of policy in fostering social entrepreneurship has deepened my appreciation for the 

interconnectedness of governmental support and the success of social ventures. 

Moreover, the literature has emphasised the role of Karnataka's startup ecosystem, particularly in cities like 

Bangalore, as a catalyst for social impact. The vibrant culture of innovation and the robust infrastructure in the 

state have attracted a diverse array of social entrepreneurs, contributing to the region's emergence as a hub for 

social entrepreneurship. This realization has altered my view by highlighting the interconnected nature of 

innovation, technology, and social impact within the entrepreneurial landscape of Karnataka. 

The literature has presented several new and compelling aspects of social entrepreneurship in Karnataka. One 

notable revelation is the specific funding dynamics within the region. The review emphasized the need for a 

comprehensive analysis of the financial landscape, unravelling the intricacies within which social enterprises 

operate. Understanding the nuances of funding in Karnataka, including the interplay of human capital, 

technological innovation, and public-private partnerships, has been enlightening. 

The concept of leveraging the unique position of Karnataka as a technological hub for innovative financing 

was particularly eye-opening. Exploring how social entrepreneurs can integrate technology into their ventures 

to attract funding aligns with the region's strengths and presents a novel approach to addressing financial 

challenges. This aspect of the literature has broadened my perspective on the intersection of technology and 

social entrepreneurship, emphasizing the potential for innovative financing models. 

Another key concept that stood out was the integration of the study into the global discourse on Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs). The literature emphasized the importance of aligning the findings with the 

broader agenda of sustainable development. This not only underscores the regional relevance of the study but 

also positions social entrepreneurship in Karnataka within the larger global context. Recognizing the global 

impact of local initiatives adds a layer of complexity and significance to the discussion on funding challenges 

and opportunities. 

Key concepts 

Several key concepts emerged from the literature, shaping the understanding of funding challenges and 

opportunities for social entrepreneurs in Karnataka: 

 Policy Environment and Government Support: The proactive measures taken by the Karnataka 

government to encourage social innovation and entrepreneurship have created a conducive 

environment for the growth of enterprises with a social mission. 

 Startup Ecosystem as a Catalyst: Karnataka's thriving startup ecosystem, particularly in cities like 

Bangalore, plays a crucial role in attracting and nurturing social entrepreneurs. The synergy between 

innovation, technology, and social impact contributes to the region's emergence as a hub for social 

entrepreneurship. 

 Funding Dynamics and Nuances: The need for a comprehensive analysis of the financial landscape 

within which social enterprises operate in Karnataka. Understanding the intricacies of funding, 
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including the role of human capital, technology, and public-private partnerships, is crucial for 

addressing challenges and leveraging opportunities. 

 Innovative Financing through Technology: The literature highlights the potential for social 

entrepreneurs in Karnataka to leverage the state's position as a technological hub for innovative 

financing. Integrating technology into ventures presents new avenues for attracting financial support. 

 Global Integration and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): Aligning the study with the global 

discourse on SDGs emphasises the interconnectedness of local initiatives with the broader agenda of 

sustainable development. This concept adds a global perspective to the regional discussion on funding 

challenges and opportunities. 

The literature review has not only deepened my understanding of social entrepreneurship in Karnataka but has 

also provided new insights into the multifaceted nature of funding dynamics within the region. The interplay 

of policy, innovation, and global alignment has reshaped my perspective on the challenges and opportunities 

faced by social entrepreneurs, highlighting the importance of a holistic approach to sustainable and impactful 

ventures in Karnataka. 

Table 3:  Summary of Results 

Key Concepts Description 

Policy Environment 

and Government 

Support 

- Proactive measures by the Karnataka government create a 

conducive environment for social innovation and entrepreneurship. - 

Government support is a critical factor shaping the growth of 

enterprises with a social mission. 

Startup Ecosystem 

as a Catalyst 

- Karnataka's thriving startup ecosystem, especially in cities like 

Bangalore, is crucial for attracting and nurturing social entrepreneurs. 

- The synergy between innovation, technology, and social impact 

contributes to Karnataka's emergence as a hub for social 

entrepreneurship. 

Funding Dynamics 

and Nuances 

- Comprehensive analysis of the financial landscape within which 

social enterprises operate in Karnataka is essential. - Understanding 

the intricacies of funding, including human capital, technology, and 

public-private partnerships, is crucial for addressing challenges and 

leveraging opportunities. 

Innovative 

Financing through 

Technology 

- Social entrepreneurs in Karnataka can leverage the state's 

technological hub for innovative financing. - Integrating technology 

into ventures offers new avenues for attracting financial support. 

Global Integration 

and Sustainable 

Development Goals 

- Aligning the study with the global discourse on Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) highlights the interconnectedness of 

local initiatives with the broader agenda of sustainable development. 

- Adds a global perspective to the regional discussion on funding 

challenges and opportunities. 
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Source: Compiled by the researcher 

4.0 DISCUSSION 

The extensive review of literature on funding challenges and opportunities for social entrepreneurs in 

Karnataka has provided a comprehensive understanding of the dynamic landscape within which these ventures 

operate. This exploration, structured through the IMRaD (Introduction, Methods, Results, and Discussion) 

framework, has yielded valuable insights that shape our perception of social entrepreneurship in Karnataka. 

Now, let's evaluate and summarize the major concepts derived from the literature, connect these concepts, and 

explore their potential implications for future research. 

Evaluation and Summary of Major Concepts: 

 Policy Environment and Government Support: The literature underscores the critical role of the 

policy environment in Karnataka in fostering social entrepreneurial growth. Proactive measures by the 

Karnataka government have created a conducive atmosphere for enterprises with a social mission to 

thrive. This includes the implementation of policies and initiatives that encourage social innovation, 

contributing to the overall vibrancy of the social entrepreneurship ecosystem. 

 Startup Ecosystem as a Catalyst: Karnataka, particularly cities like Bangalore, has evolved into a 

thriving startup ecosystem, acting as a catalyst for social impact. The robust infrastructure, coupled 

with a culture of innovation, attracts a diverse array of social entrepreneurs aiming to address pressing 

societal issues. This synergy between technological innovation, entrepreneurship, and social impact is 

crucial for understanding the unique dynamics of social enterprises in the region. 

 Funding Dynamics and Nuances: An essential aspect highlighted in the literature is the need for a 

nuanced understanding of the financial landscape within which social enterprises operate. The review 

emphasizes the intricate dynamics of funding, including the availability of skilled human capital, the 

role of technology, and the significance of public-private partnerships. Unraveling these nuances is vital 

for addressing challenges and leveraging opportunities in the realm of social entrepreneurship in 

Karnataka. 

 Innovative Financing through Technology: A key concept that emerged is the potential for innovative 

financing through technology. The literature suggests that social entrepreneurs in Karnataka can 

leverage the state's position as a technological hub to explore novel approaches for financing their 

ventures. Integrating technology into social enterprises not only enhances efficiency but also opens up 

new avenues for attracting financial support. 

 Global Integration and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): The literature emphasises the 

integration of the study into the global discourse on Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Aligning 

the findings with the broader agenda of sustainable development highlights the global impact of local 

initiatives. This concept adds a layer of complexity and significance to the discussion on funding 

challenges and opportunities, connecting regional efforts with global sustainability objectives. 
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Connecting Major Concepts: 

The major concepts identified in the literature are interconnected, creating a holistic picture of social 

entrepreneurship in Karnataka. The policy environment, characterized by proactive governmental measures, 

lays the foundation for a conducive ecosystem. This environment, coupled with a thriving startup ecosystem, 

becomes a breeding ground for social entrepreneurs to address societal challenges. 

The nuanced understanding of funding dynamics becomes paramount in this context. The availability of skilled 

human capital and the integration of technology shape how social enterprises secure financial support. 

Innovative financing models, particularly leveraging Karnataka's technological prowess, emerge as a key 

strategy for overcoming funding challenges. The global integration of the study, aligning with SDGs, signifies 

that the impact of social entrepreneurship in Karnataka extends beyond regional boundaries. This connection 

highlights the importance of local initiatives in contributing to broader global sustainability goals. 

Implications for Future Research: 

 Long-term Impact Assessment: Future research could focus on assessing the long-term impact of the 

policy environment on social entrepreneurial ventures in Karnataka. Understanding how sustained 

government support influences the growth and sustainability of social enterprises over time would 

provide valuable insights for policymakers and practitioners. 

 Technology Integration and Financial Innovation: Exploring the integration of technology into 

social enterprises for financial innovation presents a promising avenue for future research. Investigating 

specific technological solutions and their impact on funding dynamics could inform social 

entrepreneurs and policymakers on effective strategies for financial sustainability. 

 Comparative Analysis with Other Regions: Conducting a comparative analysis of social 

entrepreneurship ecosystems in Karnataka with those in other regions could provide insights into the 

factors that contribute to the uniqueness of Karnataka's success. Understanding regional variations may 

guide policymakers and practitioners in fostering similar environments elsewhere. 

 Stakeholder Collaboration Models: Future research could delve into effective models of stakeholder 

collaboration in Karnataka's social entrepreneurship landscape. Exploring how public-private 

partnerships and collaborations between social entrepreneurs and investors contribute to funding 

resilience and overall success would be beneficial for the field. 

Impact Measurement and Global Alignment: Investigating methodologies for measuring the impact of social 

entrepreneurship in alignment with SDGs could be a crucial area of future research. Developing standardized 

metrics for impact assessment and understanding how local initiatives contribute to global sustainability goals 

would enhance the credibility and effectiveness of social entrepreneurship efforts. 

The literature review has not only expanded our understanding of social entrepreneurship in Karnataka but has 

also provided a roadmap for future research. The interconnected nature of policy, ecosystem, funding 

dynamics, and global alignment presents a rich landscape for further exploration and scholarly inquiry. Future 

research in these areas has the potential to shape policies, guide practitioners, and contribute significantly to 

the ongoing discourse on social entrepreneurship and sustainable development in Karnataka and beyond. 
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Table 4: Summary of Discussion 

Major 

Concepts 

Evaluation Connection Implications for Future 

Research 

Policy 

Environment 

and 

Government 

Support 

- Proactive governmental measures 

have created a conducive 

atmosphere for social 

entrepreneurial growth in 

Karnataka. - Implementation of 

policies and initiatives encourages 

social innovation, contributing to 

the vibrancy of the social 

entrepreneurship ecosystem. 

- The policy 

environment lays the 

foundation for a 

conducive ecosystem. - 

Government support is 

integral to fostering 

social entrepreneurship. 

- Long-term impact 

assessment of government 

support on social 

entrepreneurial ventures. 

Startup 

Ecosystem 

as a Catalyst 

- Karnataka's thriving startup 

ecosystem, especially in cities like 

Bangalore, acts as a catalyst for 

social impact. - Robust 

infrastructure and a culture of 

innovation attract diverse social 

entrepreneurs. 

- The synergy between 

innovation, technology, 

and social impact is 

crucial in Karnataka's 

social entrepreneurship 

landscape. - The startup 

ecosystem is a breeding 

ground for social 

entrepreneurs 

addressing societal 

challenges. 

- Comparative analysis of 

social entrepreneurship 

ecosystems in Karnataka 

with other regions. 

Funding 

Dynamics 

and Nuances 

- Nuanced understanding of the 

financial landscape is crucial for 

addressing challenges and 

leveraging opportunities. - Skilled 

human capital, technology, and 

public-private partnerships play 

key roles in funding dynamics. 

- Availability of skilled 

human capital and 

technology shapes how 

social enterprises 

secure financial 

support. - 

Comprehensive 

analysis of funding 

nuances is essential for 

success in social 

entrepreneurship. 

- Exploring technology 

integration into social 

enterprises for financial 

innovation. - Comparative 

analysis of funding 

dynamics in different 

regions. 

Innovative 

Financing 

through 

Technology 

- Social entrepreneurs in Karnataka 

can leverage the state's 

technological hub for innovative 

financing. - Integrating technology 

- Innovative financing 

models, particularly 

leveraging technology, 

emerge as a key 

- Investigating specific 

technological solutions and 

their impact on funding 

dynamics. 
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opens new avenues for attracting 

financial support. 

strategy. - Technology 

integration enhances 

efficiency and financial 

sustainability. 

Global 

Integration 

and 

Sustainable 

Development 

Goals 

- Integrating the study into the 

global discourse on SDGs 

highlights the global impact of 

local initiatives. - Connects 

regional efforts with broader 

global sustainability goals. 

- The interconnected 

nature of local 

initiatives with global 

sustainability goals is 

emphasized. - Social 

entrepreneurship in 

Karnataka contributes 

to broader global 

sustainability 

objectives. 

- Investigating 

methodologies for 

measuring the impact of 

social entrepreneurship in 

alignment with SDGs. - 

Developing standardized 

metrics for impact 

assessment. 

Source: Compiled by the researcher 

Conclusion 

The research journey into the funding challenges and opportunities for social entrepreneurs in Karnataka has 

provided a nuanced understanding of the dynamic landscape within which these ventures operate. Guided by 

the IMRaD (Introduction, Methods, Results, and Discussion) framework, the comprehensive exploration of 

literature has unveiled key concepts, their evaluations, connections, and potential implications for future 

research. As we conclude this study, it is essential to synthesize the key findings, reflect on their significance, 

and outline the broader contributions to the field. 

Synthesis of Key Findings:  

The literature review illuminated various facets of social entrepreneurship in Karnataka, shedding light on 

critical elements that shape the ecosystem. The proactive policy environment established by the Karnataka 

government emerged as a cornerstone, providing a conducive atmosphere for enterprises with a social mission. 

This was complemented by the vibrant startup ecosystem, especially in cities like Bangalore, acting as a 

catalyst for social impact. Understanding the intricate dynamics of funding, including the role of skilled human 

capital, technology, and public-private partnerships, highlighted the need for a nuanced approach to financial 

sustainability. The potential for innovative financing through technology, leveraging Karnataka's position as a 

technological hub, emerged as a key strategy for overcoming funding challenges. Moreover, the integration of 

the study into the global discourse on Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) emphasized the 

interconnectedness of local initiatives with broader global sustainability goals. 

Reflection on Significance:  

The significance of this research lies in its ability to offer a comprehensive and context-specific understanding 

of the funding challenges and opportunities faced by social entrepreneurs in Karnataka. By unravelling the 

complexities within the policy environment, startup ecosystem, and funding dynamics, this study contributes 

valuable insights that can inform policymakers, practitioners, and researchers. The nuanced exploration of 
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innovative financing through technology aligns with the state's strengths, presenting a pathway for social 

ventures to navigate financial challenges effectively. Furthermore, the global integration of the study 

accentuates the impact of local initiatives, positioning social entrepreneurship in Karnataka as a crucial 

contributor to broader sustainability objectives. 

 

 

Contributions to the Field:  

This research contributes to the field of social entrepreneurship in several ways. Firstly, it enriches the scholarly 

discourse by providing a detailed analysis of the policy and startup ecosystem in Karnataka, laying the 

groundwork for understanding the unique context of social ventures in the region. The exploration of funding 

dynamics and the proposal of innovative financing models add practical insights that can guide social 

entrepreneurs and policymakers alike. The alignment with SDGs positions Karnataka's social entrepreneurship 

initiatives on a global stage, emphasizing their role in addressing not only regional challenges but also 

contributing to the achievement of broader sustainable development goals. 

Future Directions for Research:  

Building upon the insights gained from this study, several avenues for future research emerge. Long-term 

impact assessments of government support, in-depth analyses of technology integration for financial 

innovation, and comparative studies with other regions could further enrich our understanding of social 

entrepreneurship dynamics. Exploring effective models of stakeholder collaboration and developing 

standardized metrics for impact assessment align with the evolving needs of the field. Additionally, 

investigations into the potential of social entrepreneurship to address specific Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) at the regional and global levels can open new avenues for research and policy development. 

Conclusion and Final Thoughts: In conclusion, this research study serves as a comprehensive exploration into 

the funding challenges and opportunities for social entrepreneurs in Karnataka. The synthesized findings 

underscore the interconnected nature of policy, startup dynamics, funding nuances, and global integration. The 

significance of this research lies not only in its academic contributions but also in its practical implications for 

social entrepreneurs, policymakers, and stakeholders invested in the sustainable development of Karnataka and 

beyond. As the field of social entrepreneurship continues to evolve, this study provides a solid foundation for 

future inquiries and endeavours aimed at fostering impactful and sustainable ventures in the vibrant landscape 

of Karnataka. 
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