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Abstract:  This article examines the challenges faced by India in safeguarding its maritime security along its 

extensive coastline, with a focus on recent incidents that underscore the complexity of the security landscape. 

It discusses the attack on Indian Navy vessel INS Shivalik, the hijacking of merchant vessel MV Coral 

Express, a drug trafficking incident in the Arabian Sea, a fishing vessel collision, and the foiling of a terrorist 

infiltration plot. The article emphasizes the importance of comprehensive strategies, robust surveillance 

systems, and international cooperation to address piracy, drug trafficking, and terrorism threats. The Indian 

government's efforts, including the establishment of the National Maritime Domain Awareness Grid, 

intensified patrolling, and collaboration with regional and international partners, are acknowledged. The role 

of maritime institutes in augmenting maritime security through specialized education, training, and research 

is highlighted. By cultivating a skilled workforce, conducting valuable research, and raising awareness, these 

institutes enhance India's capacity to tackle emerging threats and safeguard its coastal regions and maritime 

interests. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

In recent years, India has faced growing challenges in ensuring maritime security along its vast coastline. With 

a coastline spanning over 7,500 kilometers and a significant portion of its trade dependent on maritime routes, 

safeguarding India's maritime interests has become paramount. However, a series of recent incidents have shed 

light on the complex security landscape and the need for robust measures to counter emerging threats. 

 

Attack on Indian Navy Vessel INS Shivalik (March 8, 2023): One of the most alarming incidents 

occurred on March 8, 2023, when the Indian Navy vessel INS Shivalik was targeted by a group of unidentified 

armed assailants. The vessel was conducting routine patrols in the Arabian Sea when it came under heavy 

gunfire. The attackers managed to inflict damage to the vessel's hull before being repelled by the swift response 

of the naval personnel on board. The incident highlighted the vulnerability of naval assets to asymmetric threats 

and the need for enhanced surveillance and intelligence gathering. 

Hijacking of Merchant Vessel MV Coral Express (May 19, 2023): On May 19, 2023, the merchant vessel 

MV Coral Express was hijacked by a group of pirates off the coast of Gujarat. The vessel, carrying a cargo of 

valuable goods, was en route to a major Indian port when it fell victim to piracy. The pirates, armed with 

automatic weapons, boarded the ship and took control of the crew and cargo. Indian maritime authorities, in 

coordination with international partners, launched a rescue operation, which successfully led to the liberation 

of the vessel and the safe return of the crew. This incident emphasized the need for enhanced cooperation 

among countries in the region to counter piracy and secure vital sea lanes. 
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Drug Trafficking Incident in the Arabian Sea (June 1, 2023): On June 1, 2023, the Indian Coast Guard 

intercepted a suspicious vessel in the Arabian Sea suspected of being involved in drug trafficking. Acting on 

intelligence inputs, the Coast Guard launched a swift operation to apprehend the vessel. Upon inspection, a 

significant quantity of narcotics, including heroin and cocaine, was discovered on board. The seizure 

highlighted the persistent challenge of drug trafficking through maritime routes and the importance of robust 

surveillance mechanisms to prevent illicit activities. 

Fishing Vessel Collision (April 12, 2023): In a tragic incident on April 12, 2023, a fishing vessel collided 

with a foreign cargo ship off the coast of Tamil Nadu, resulting in the loss of several lives. The collision raised 

concerns about the safety of fishing vessels and the need for improved regulations and enforcement measures 

to prevent such accidents. It also underlined the significance of maritime awareness campaigns to educate 

fishermen about the risks involved in sharing waterways with larger vessels. 

Terrorist Infiltration Plot Foiled: Navy Intercepts Suspicious Boat off Mumbai Coast: On March 10, 

2023, The Indian Navy thwarted a potential terrorist infiltration attempt when it intercepted a suspicious boat 

off the coast of Mumbai. The vessel, carrying a group of armed individuals, was suspected of planning a 

coordinated attack on vital installations along the Mumbai coastline. The Navy swiftly responded, engaging 

the intruders and neutralizing the threat. The incident served as a stark reminder of the persisting threat posed 

by maritime terrorism and the need for continuous vigilance and preparedness. 

These recent incidents highlight the multifaceted challenges faced by India in ensuring maritime security. 

Piracy, drug trafficking, and terrorist infiltration remain significant concerns, necessitating comprehensive 

strategies, robust surveillance systems, and enhanced cooperation among various agencies involved in 

maritime security. 

 

II. CONCLUSION  

The Indian government has implemented several measures to fortify maritime security, such as the 

establishment of the National Maritime Domain Awareness Grid, intensifying patrolling activities, and 

fostering collaborative initiatives with regional and international partners. Nevertheless, these incidents 

highlight the imperative of continuous efforts to strengthen capabilities and address vulnerabilities within 

India's maritime security apparatus. 

Maritime institutes assume a vital role in augmenting maritime security in India through their provision of 

specialized education, training, and research programs. These institutes serve as knowledge hubs that equip 

individuals with essential skills and cutting-edge technologies to effectively confront a wide range of 

challenges in the maritime domain. Overall, maritime institutes play a pivotal role in bolstering maritime 

security in India. They contribute by cultivating a skilled workforce, conducting valuable research, and raising 

awareness about the various challenges posed to maritime security. By nurturing talent and expertise, these 

institutes enhance India's capacity to tackle emerging threats, safeguard its coastal regions, and ensure the 

safety and security of its maritime interests. 
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